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3UHYHQWLQJ�DQG�UHGXFLQJ�KRPLFLGH�PHDQV�VSDULQJ�KXQ-
GUHGV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�OLYHV�ORVW�WR�YLROHQFH�HYHU\�\HDU��
7R�GR�WKDW��ZH�PXVW�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�FRPSOH[�DQG�KLJKO\�
GLYHUVH�UDQJH�RI�WKUHDWV�DQG�SKHQRPHQD�WKDW�GULYH�DQG�
LQWHUVHFW�ZLWK�VXFK�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�Ȃ�IURP�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�
G\QDPLFV�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�UXOH�RI�ODZ�WR�FOLPDWH�
FKDQJH��SRYHUW\�DQG� LQHTXDOLW\� WR�GHPRJUDSKLFV��DQG�
PXFK�PRUH�Ȃ�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�GL΍HU�DFURVV�QDWLRQDO�DQG�
UHJLRQDO�FRQWH[WV�

This Global Study on Homicide�LV�DQ�H΍RUW�WR�UHYHDO�DQG�
delve into the facts behind the violence, to try and identify 
QRWDEOH�WUHQGV�DQG�WR�LQIRUP�SROLFLHV�DQG�VROXWLRQV�

7KH�6WXG\�VKRZV�WKDW������ZDV�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�OHWKDO�
\HDU��ZLWK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG���������LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�
ZRUOGZLGH��DYHUDJLQJ����NLOOLQJV�HYHU\�KRXU��7KH�JOREDO�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�ZDV�DW�����IRU�HYHU\���������SHUVRQV��D�
QXPEHU�WKDW�VDGO\�UHȵHFWV�OLWWOH�SURJUHVV�LQ�UHGXFLQJ�OHWKDO�
YLROHQFH�ZRUOGZLGH�VLQFH�WKH�ODXQFK�RI�WKH������$JHQGD�
IRU�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�LQ������

7KH�ELJJHVW�VKDUH�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�NLOOHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV��
ZKLFK�DFFRXQWHG�IRU����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�
ZLWK�D�NQRZQ�PHFKDQLVP�ZRUOGZLGH��7KDW�QXPEHU�ULVHV�
WR����SHU�FHQW� LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��ZKLFK�KDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��DQG�ZKHUH�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�DW�OHDVW�KDOI�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�

ΖQ�GL΍HUHQW�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�FDQ�OHDG�
WR�VSLNHV�LQ�KRPLFLGH��SDUWLFXODUO\�DV�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�FRP-
SHWH�IRU�FRQWURO��2UJDQL]HG�FULPH�KDV�DOVR�KDG�DQ�LPSDFW�
RQ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�(XURSH��:KLOH�WKH�UHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�KDV�GHFUHDVHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�VL[�\HDUV��WKHUH�DUH�VLJQV�
RI�LQFUHDVHG�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�FRQQHFWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
LQ�YDULRXV�FRXQWULHV�RI�WKH�FRQWLQHQW���

6XFK�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJ�Ȃ�DQG�DOO�KRPLFLGDO�
YLROHQFH��LQ�DOO�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�Ȃ�LV�IDU�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�
FRPPLWWHG�E\��DQG�DJDLQVW��PHQ��0HQ�DFFRXQW�IRU����SHU�
FHQW�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�JOREDOO\��DQG�
DURXQG����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�VXVSHFWV�

:RPHQ��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�NLOOHG�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�JHQGHU��DQG�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�ORVH�WKHLU�OLYHV�
WR�YLROHQFH�DW�KRPH��:RPHQ�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKH�YLFWLPV�LQ�
���SHU�FHQW�RI�NLOOLQJV�LQ�WKH�KRPH��DQG����SHU�FHQW�RI�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�NLOOLQJV�

Many people are also killed because of what they do, 
LQFOXGLQJ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV��KXPDQLWDULDQ�ZRUNHUV��

MRXUQDOLVWV��DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�DFWLYLVWV��7KH�FXUUHQW�JOREDO�
VLWXDWLRQ��FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�JURZLQJ�FRQȵLFWV�DQG�UXOH�RI�
ODZ�FKDOOHQJHV��LV�IXHOOLQJ�VXFK�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGHV��
ZKLFK�LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV�KDSSHQ�ZLWK�LPSXQLW\�

*LYHQ�WKH�EURDG�DQG�GLYHUVH�IDFWRUV�GULYLQJ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�
DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��H΍HFWLYH�UHVSRQVHV�WR�KRPLFLGH�PXVW�
FRYHU�D�ZLGH�VSHFWUXP�RI�FRQWH[W�VSHFLfiF�LQWHUYHQWLRQV��
6RPH�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�GHVLJQHG�WR�UHGXFH�JHQGHU�
EDVHG� YLROHQFH� DJDLQVW� ZRPHQ� DQG� JLUOV�� RWKHUV� ZLOO�
EH�JHDUHG�WRZDUGV�UHGXFLQJ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJ�
YLROHQFH��DQG�RWKHUV�VWLOO�PD\�IRFXV�RQ�fiUHDUP�ODZV�DQG�
UHJXODWLRQV��YRFDWLRQDO�WUDLQLQJ�WR�DW�ULVN�GHPRJUDSKLFV��
RU�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�LQWHUYHQWLRQV��%XW�DOO�UHVSRQVHV�PXVW�
VKDUH�FRPPRQ�WKUHDGV��QDPHO\�WKH�QHHG�WR�EH�EDVHG�RQ�
HYLGHQFH��WKH�QHHG�WR�SULRULWL]H�SUHYHQWLRQ�DQG�DGGUHVV�
URRW�FDXVHV��DQG�WKH�QHHG�WR�LQYHVW�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�

ΖQYHVWLQJ�LQ�KRPLFLGH�SUHYHQWLRQ�DQG�UHVSRQVHV�LV�RI�SDU-
ticular priority in Africa, which this Global Study projects 
WR�EH�WKH�PRVW�DW�ULVN�UHJLRQ�RYHU�WKH�FRPLQJ�GHFDGHV��
LQ� ODUJH�SDUW�GXH�WR�LWV�\RXQJHU�SRSXODWLRQ��HFRQRPLF�
LQHTXDOLW\�OHYHOV��FOLPDWH�YXOQHUDELOLW\�DQG�ZHDNHU�UHVSRQVH�
FDSDELOLWLHV�

7KLV�VWXG\�DOVR�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�VLJQLfiFDQW� OLPLWDWLRQV� LQ�
WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DYDLODEOH�DFURVV�UHJLRQV��DQG�WKH�QHHG�
WR�LQYHVW�LQ�EHWWHU�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ��ΖW�LV�KLJKO\�LPSRUWDQW�
WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�DQ\�JLYHQ�FRQ-
WH[W��ZKHWKHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG��JDQJ�UHODWHG��RU�DQ\�RI�WKH�
RWKHU�LGHQWLfiHG�W\SRORJLHV��\HW�PRUH�WKDQ�D�WKLUG�RI�DOO�
GHWHFWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�FODVVLfiHG�DV�ȊXQNQRZQȋ��6LPLODUO\��
IRXU�RXW�RI�HYHU\�WHQ�NLOOLQJV�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�GR�QRW�
KDYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�YLFWLP�SHUSHWUDWRU�UHODWLRQVKLS��
GHVSLWH�WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�NLOOLQJV�DJDLQVW�
ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�

7KH�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV�VHW�D�WDUJHW�WKDW�LV�
ERWK�DPELWLRXV�DQG�XUJHQW��WR�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�UHGXFH�DOO�IRUPV�
RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�E\�������Ζ�KRSH�WKDW�WKLV�
*OREDO�6WXG\�ZLOO�LQIRUP�UHVSRQVHV�DQG�JDOYDQL]H�WKH�OHYHO�
RI�DFWLRQ�WKDW�LV�QHHGHG�WR�EH�RQ�WUDFN�WR�PHHW�WKLV�WDUJHW�

*+$'$�:$/<

([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�RQ�'UXJV�DQG�&ULPH

PREFACE
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KEY FIGURES AT A GLANCE

Global and regional homicide rates by sex in 2021

Rate per 100,000 
male population

2.2

9.3

Rate per 100,000 
female population

Rate per 100,000 
female 

population

Rate per 100,000 
male 
population

Americas

Africa

Asia

Europe

Oceania

3.4

4.6

1.5

1.2

1.2

27

20.8

3.2

3.4

4.1

10

Rate per 100,000 
population

Americas

Africa

Asia

Europe

Oceania

World 

15

12.7

2.3

2.2

2.9

5.8

Global homicide rate
in 2021

5.8
Rate per 
100,000 
population

Global and regional homicide rates 
LQ������DQG�LQ�����

2021
16

12.4

2.4

3.5

2.9

5.9

����



GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023 11

Global trend in total number of homicide victims 2000–2021

Homicide rate in Europe
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Homicide rate in the Americas
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KEY FIGURES AT A GLANCE
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Share of homicides by type, global and regional 
2YHUYLHZ�LQ�������RU�ODWHVW�\HDU�DYDLODEOH�

Share of homicides by type of mechanism 
*OREDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�RYHUYLHZ

40 %

22%

24%

committed by 
firearm

Sharp object

Europe

Asia

Americas

13

committed by 
sharp object

committed by 
other mechanism

OtherFirearm

? 14%
committed by 
Unassigned/
unknown mechanism

Unassigned/
unknown

12% 30% 28% 30%

15% 31% 37% 17%

67% 14% 8% 10%

Intimate partner/family-related

Other interpersonal

Organized crime/gang-related

Other crime-related

Sociopolitical

Intimate partner/family-related

Other interpersonal

Organized crime/gang-related

Other crime-related

Sociopolitical

Intimate partner/family-related

Other interpersonal

Organized crime/gang-related

Other crime-related

Sociopolitical

A
m

er
ic

as
Eu

ro
pe

Uncertainty 
range

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

31

18

22

16

14

11

17

50
20

2

69

20
6

4
1

W
or

ld

?



SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 14

Homicide rate by country or territory, 2021 
(or latest available year since 2016)
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Homicide rate by country or territory, 2021 
(or latest available year since 2016)

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: The following countries and territories count oάences instead of victims: Belgium, Benin, Burundi, Cameroon, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Gibraltar, 
Guam, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, Philippines, Thailand, United States Virgin Islands, Zambia.
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply oίcial endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. Dotted line represents approximately 
the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon 
by the parties. A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning 
sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

Homicide rate by country or territory, 2021 or latest available year since 2016
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Most prevalent mechanism used in the perpetration of homicides 
In the Americas 2021 (or latest year available) 

Source: UNODC homicide statistics.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over 
the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

Map 2

Firearm (majority of victims)

Firearm (largest share but not majority)

Sharp object (majority of victims)

Sharp object (largest share but not majority)

Other mechanism (majority of victims)

Other mechanism (largest share but not majority)

No data

Most prevalent mechanism
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Most prevalent mechanism used in the perpetration of homicides
In Europe 2021 (or latest year available) 

Map 3

Source: UNODC homicide statistics.

Note: In Iceland and Ireland, the data refers to the most prevalent mechanism in the last 3 years.
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Most prevalent mechanism used in the perpetration of homicides in Europe, 2021 or latest available year

Firearm (majority of victims)

Firearm (largest share but not majority)

Sharp object (majority of victims)

Sharp object (largest share but not majority)

Other mechanism (majority of victims)

Other mechanism (largest share but not majority)

No data

Most prevalent mechanism
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KEY MESSAGES 

• :RUOG�OHDGHUV�DW�WKH�6'*�6XPPLW������DGRSWHG�D�3ROLWLFDO�'HFODUDWLRQ�WR�DFFHOHUDWH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV��7KH�'HFODUDWLRQ�UHDɝUPHG�WKH�QHHG�WR�EXLOG�SHDFHIXO��MXVW�DQG�LQFOXVLYH�VRFL-
HWLHV�DQG�KLJKOLJKWHG�IDFWRUV�ȊZKLFK�JLYH�ULVH�WR�YLROHQFH��LQVHFXULW\�DQG�LQMXVWLFH��VXFK�DV�LQHTXDOLW\��FRUUXSWLRQ��
SRRU�JRYHUQDQFH�DQG�LOOLFLW�fiQDQFLDO�DQG�DUPV�ȵRZVȋ��WKDW�DUH�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�WKH������$JHQGD�IRU�6XVWDLQDEOH�
'HYHORSPHQW��

• ([SHULHQFHV�LQ�YLROHQFH�SUHYHQWLRQ�IURP�GL΍HUHQW�FRXQWULHV�XQGHUVFRUH�WKH�QHHG�IRU�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG�LQWHU-
YHQWLRQV�DW�GL΍HUHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�OHYHOV��LQFOXGLQJ�VSHFLfiF�SURJUDPPHV�IRU�QHLJKERXUKRRGV�ZLWK�KLJK�OHYHOV�
RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��7KH�DUHD�RI�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�LV�DOVR�FRQWLQJHQW�WR�WKH�W\SH�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��$FWLRQV�
WR�UHGXFH�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJ�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV��GL΍HU�IURP�WKRVH�
GHVLJQHG�WR�UHGXFH�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJ�YLROHQFH��ΖQWHUYHQWLRQV�PD\�DOVR�EH�V\VWHPDWLF��VXFK�DV�DOFRKRO�
UHVWULFWLRQ�DQG�VWULFW�JXQ�ODZV��RU�PRUH�WDUJHWHG��IRU�H[DPSOH�E\�SURYLGLQJ�YRFDWLRQDO�VNLOOV�WR�\RXQJ�PHQ�DW�
KLJK�ULVN�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�LQ�YLROHQFH��0HQWDO�KHDOWK�PD\�DOVR�SOD\�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��
HVSHFLDOO\�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��ΖQWHUYHQWLRQV�VKRXOG�WKHUHIRUH�DOVR�ORRN�DW�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�
RI�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�SDWLHQWV��WUHDWLQJ�VXEVWDQFH�DEXVH�DQG�UHGXFLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�ZHDSRQV�

• $Q�DYHUDJH�RI����SHRSOH�ORVW�WKHLU�OLYHV�WR�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�HYHU\�VLQJOH�KRXU�LQ�������ZKLFK�ZDV�DQ�H[FHS-
WLRQDOO\�OHWKDO�\HDU�ZLWK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG���������LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�JOREDOO\��7KH�VSLNH�LV�OLQNHG��LQ�SDUW��WR�
WKH�HFRQRPLF�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�&29Ζ'����UHVWULFWLRQV�DQG�D�ULVH�LQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJ�UHODWHG�DQG�
VRFLRSROLWLFDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�PXOWLSOH�FRXQWULHV�

• $YDLODEOH������GDWD�VKRZ�GHFUHDVHV�IURP�WKH�UHFRUG�KLJK�OHYHOV�UHFRUGHG�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��1RQHWKHOHVV��
IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�OLWWOH�LPSURYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�DEVROXWH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�DW�WKH�
JOREDO�OHYHO��ZKLFK�KDV�ȵXFWXDWHG�EHWZHHQ�VRPH���������DQG���������YLFWLPV�DQQXDOO\��

• 7DUJHW������RI�WKH�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV�WR�ȊVLJQLfiFDQWO\�UHGXFH�DOO�IRUPV�RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�UHODWHG�
GHDWK�UDWHV�HYHU\ZKHUHȋ�E\������FRXOG�EH�WUDQVODWHG�WR�D�PLQLPXP�����GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��
7KH�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�LV�SLYRWDO�IRU�DFKLHYLQJ�6'*�WDUJHW�������$Q�ȊRSWLPLVWLFȋ�
SURMHFWLRQ�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�SHULRG�����������Ȃ�H[FOXGLQJ�WKH������GHDWK�WROO�Ȃ�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH������KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�ZLOO�RQO\�EH�����ORZHU�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�������IDOOLQJ�ZHOO�VKRUW�RI�WKH�6'*�WDUJHW�

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

Without targeted action to prevent homicide, the world will fail to deliver 
on SDG pledges to reduce violence
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• 0HPEHU�6WDWHV�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�VKRXOG�GHGLFDWH�JUHDWHU�UHVRXUFHV�WR�FRPSUHKHQVLYHO\�DGGUHVV�SHU-
VLVWHQW�YLROHQFH�RXWVLGH�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV��DV�FDOOHG�IRU�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6HFUHWDU\�*HQHUDOȇV�1HZ�$JHQGD�
IRU�3HDFH�SROLF\�EULHI��)XUWKHUPRUH��GXH�WR�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�FULPLQDO�YLROHQFH�DQG�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�YLROHQFH��VXFK�DV�
JHQGHU�EDVHG�YLROHQFH��LQ�FRQȵLFW�VHWWLQJV��WKH\�VKRXOG�DOVR�LQWHJUDWH�QRQ�FRQȵLFW�YLROHQFH�SUHYHQWLRQ�DSSURDFKHV�
LQ�FRQȵLFW�SUHYHQWLRQ�DQG�UHVROXWLRQ�

• 6XSSRUW�IRU�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�&ODVVLfiFDWLRQ�RI�&ULPH�IRU�6WDWLVWLFDO�3XUSRVHV��Ζ&&6��FRXOG�
KHOS�WR�LPSURYH�UHSRUWLQJ�DQG�VXSSRUW�PRUH�WDUJHWHG�UHVSRQVHV�WR�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�

• *OREDOO\��KRPLFLGH�DFFRXQWV�IRU�PDQ\�PRUH�GHDWKV�WKDQ�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�DQG�WHUURULVW�NLOOLQJV�FRPELQHG��
&ULPH�UHODWHG�DFWLYLWLHV�ZHUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�DW�OHDVW�D�TXDUWHU�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�������

• $Q�DQQXDO�DYHUDJH�RI�DURXQG���������GHDWKV�ZRUOGZLGH�ZHUH�FDXVHG�E\�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ������������
RI�ZKLFK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG��������FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WHUURULVP��7KH�DQQXDO�DYHUDJH�QXPEHU�RI�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�
GHDWKV�LQ�WKLV�SHULRG�ZDV���������QRW�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�OLYHV�ORVW�LQ�WKH�8NUDLQH�FRQȵLFW�����

• 'HVSLWH�D�PRUH�WKDQ�����LQFUHDVH�LQ�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV�UHFRUGHG�EHWZHHQ������DQG������Ȃ�SULPDULO\�GXH�WR�HVFD-
ODWLQJ�ZDUV�LQ�8NUDLQH�DQG�(WKLRSLD�Ȃ�DYDLODEOH�KRPLFLGH�GDWD�IRU�WKH�\HDU������LQGLFDWH�WKDW�WKH�JOREDO�EXUGHQ�
RI�KRPLFLGH�WKDW�\HDU�ZDV�QRQHWKHOHVV�WZLFH�DV�ODUJH�DV�WKH�EXUGHQ�RI�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV�

• &ODVVLI\LQJ�GHDWKV�LQ�FRQȵLFWV�LQYROYHV�GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�EHWZHHQ�ODZIXO�DQG�XQODZIXO�NLOOLQJV��ZKLFK�SUHVHQW�GL΍HUHQW�
SROLF\�DQG�MXVWLFH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��7KH�FKDOOHQJHV�SRVHG�E\�FRQȵLFW�FODVVLfiFDWLRQV�XQGHUVFRUH�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�
RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�DQG�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�DQG�WKH�LQWHUOLQNDJHV�EHWZHHQ�FULPLQDO�
DQG�FRQȵLFW�YLROHQFH��

Response

Average annual number of deaths caused by homicide, 
terrorism and conflict� 2019ȁ2021

440,000 

Homicide 

Terrorist killings

&onflict deatKV

94,000 

22,000 

+omicide resSonsiEle for more Yiolent deaths than armed conflict
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KEY MESSAGES 

• $Q�HVWLPDWHG�����RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�JOREDOO\�ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�DUH�FDXVHG�
E\�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�JDQJV��ΖQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�UHSUHVHQW�KDOI�������
RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��

• %HWZHHQ������DQG�������RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�NLOOHG�DOPRVW�DV�PDQ\�SHRSOH�DV�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV��
ZLWK�DERXW���������YLFWLPV�DQQXDOO\�IRU�ERWK�FDWHJRULHV���

• ΖQ�FRXQWULHV��SURYLQFHV�RU�FLWLHV�ZLWK�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�PXOWLSOH�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�JDQJV��FRPSHWLWLRQ�
RYHU�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�FDQ�OHDG�WR�UDSLG�DQG�VXEVWDQWLDO�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��7KLV�LV�KLJKOLJKWHG�
E\�WKH�VSLNH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�(FXDGRU�DQG�+DLWL�LQ�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV��ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ��FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��QRWDEO\�
JDQJV��DUH�DOVR�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�ULVLQJ�KRPLFLGH�QXPEHUV��ΖQ�FRQWUDVW��WKH�FRQVROLGDWLRQ�RI�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�E\�
D�VLQJOH�JURXS�FDQ�OHDG�WR�D�UHGXFWLRQ�RI�YLROHQFH�

Organized criminal groups/gangs can have sudden and sharp impacts 
on the number of intentional homicides

• 2UJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�LV�WKH�OHWKDO��ORFDO�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�D�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�WKUHDW��7KH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�
&RQYHQWLRQ�DJDLQVW�7UDQVQDWLRQDO�2UJDQL]HG�&ULPH�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�VROH�JOREDO�OHJDO�LQVWUXPHQW�WR�SUHYHQW�DQG�
DGGUHVV�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�FKDOOHQJHV��7KH�&RQYHQWLRQ�HQMR\V�QHDU�XQLYHUVDO�DGKHUHQFH������3DUWLHV��DQG�LV�
VXSSOHPHQWHG�E\�WKUHH�SURWRFROV�Ȃ�WKH�3URWRFRO�WR�3UHYHQW��6XSSUHVV�DQG�3XQLVK�7UDɝFNLQJ�LQ�3HUVRQV��(VSH-
FLDOO\�:RPHQ�DQG�&KLOGUHQ��WKH�3URWRFRO�DJDLQVW�6PXJJOLQJ�RI�0LJUDQWV�E\�/DQG��6HD�DQG�$LU�DQG�WKH�3URWRFRO�
DJDLQVW�WKH�ΖOOLFLW�0DQXIDFWXULQJ�RI�DQG�7UDɝFNLQJ�LQ�)LUHDUPV��7KHLU�3DUWV�DQG�&RPSRQHQWV�DQG�$PPXQLWLRQ�

• 812'&�KDV�GHYHORSHG�WKH�2UJDQL]HG�&ULPH�6WUDWHJ\�7RRONLW�WR�VXSSRUW�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�
RI�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�VWUDWHJLF�IUDPHZRUNV�WR�SUHYHQW�DQG�FRPEDW�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�

Response

Global distribution of homicide, by situational context, 
2021 or latest year aYailaEle

31%

18%22%

16%

14%

Intimate partner/family-related
Other interpersonal
Organized crime/gang-related

Other crime-related
Sociopolitical
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• 5HJLRQDO�WUHDWLHV�OLNH�WKH�(VFD]¼�$JUHHPHQW�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�LQLWLDWLYHV�E\�WKH�
81�(QYLURQPHQW�3URJUDPPH�DQG�UHVROXWLRQV�IURP�WKH�81�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RPPLVVLRQ�UHȵHFW�JURZLQJ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�
RI� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI�VDIHJXDUGLQJ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�DQG�RWKHU� LQGLYLGXDOV� IURP�VRFLR�SROLWLFDOO\�
PRWLYDWHG�KRPLFLGH�

• +XPDQLWDULDQ�DLG�ZRUNHUV�FRQWLQXH�WR�IDFH�WKUHDWV��ZLWK�D�KLJKHU�DYHUDJH�QXPEHU�RI�IDWDOLWLHV�RYHU�WKH�SHULRG�
����Ȃ�����WKDQ�����Ȃ�����

• 6LQFH�WKH�VWDUW�RI�KRVWLOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�*D]D�6WULS�DQG�ΖVUDHO�LQ�2FWREHU������DQG�XQWLO����1RYHPEHU�������RYHU�����
815:$�HPSOR\HHV�KDYH�GLHG��7KLV�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�RI�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�DLG�ZRUNHUV�NLOOHG�LQ�DQ\�
FRQȵLFW�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��

• (QYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV��ZRUNLQJ�WR�SURWHFW�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV��IDFH�FRQVLGHUDEOH�ULVNV��7KH�$PHULFDV�UHSRUW�
WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�RI�VXFK�KRPLFLGHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������ZLWK�LQGLJHQRXV�LQGLYLGXDOV�UHSRUWHG�WR�FRP-
SULVH�����RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�GXULQJ�WKDW�SHULRG�

• -RXUQDOLVWV�ZRUOGZLGH�DUH�IDFLQJ�JURZLQJ�GDQJHUV��ZLWK�����RI�GHDWKV�LQ������RFFXUULQJ�LQ�FRQȵLFW�]RQHV�DQG�
DUHDV�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�FULPH��FRUUXSWLRQ�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�UHSRUWLQJ��0DOH�MRXUQDOLVWV�DFFRXQW�IRU�RYHU�����RI�
YLFWLPV��DQG�LPSXQLW\�IRU�WKHVH�NLOOLQJV�UHPDLQV�KLJK�DW�����

Sociopolitical homicide, including, among others, deliberate killings of human rights 
defenders, environmental defenders, community leaders, journalists, and aid workers, 
constitutes at least 9% of global homicides
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KEY MESSAGES 

• *OREDO�GDWD�DYDLODELOLW\�RQ�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�LV�JUDGXDOO\�LQFUHDVLQJ��ZKLOH����FRXQWULHV�KDG�DW�OHDVW�RQH�
GDWD�SRLQW�RQ�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�SHULRG������������WKLV�LQFUHDVHG�WR����
FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�SHULRG������������7KH�81�V\VWHP�KDV�WDNHQ�FRQFUHWH�VWHSV�WR�DVVLVW�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�LQ�LPSURY-
LQJ�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�DQG�UHSRUWLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�DQG�VXSSRUW�IRU�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
Statistical framework for measuring the gender-related killing of women and girls.

• ΖQ�GHSWK�PXOWL�VWDNHKROGHU�UHYLHZV�RI�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�
VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�$XVWUDOLD��&DQDGD��1HZ�=HDODQG��3RUWXJDO��6ZHGHQ��WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�DQG�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV��0XOWL�VHFWRUDO�FRPPLWWHHV�FRQGXFW�UHJXODU�LQ�GHSWK�UHYLHZV�RI�GHDWKV�RU�KRPLFLGHV�UHODWHG�WR�
GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��RIWHQ�ZLWK�WKH�LQYROYHPHQW�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�IDPLOLHV�DQG�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV�RI�YLFWLPV��ZLWK�
WKH�DLP�RI�LPSURYLQJ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�UHVSRQVHV�DQG�SUHYHQWLQJ�IXWXUH�NLOOLQJV��6HH�WKH�MRLQW�812'&�81�:RPHQ�
2023 research brief, Gender-related Killings of Women and Girls (Femicide/Feminicide).

• +RPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�KDV�D�FOHDU�JHQGHU�GLPHQVLRQ��:KLOH�LQ������PRVW�KRPLFLGHV�ZRUOGZLGH�ZHUH�FRPPLWWHG�
DJDLQVW�PHQ�DQG�ER\V��������ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�ZHUH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�D΍HFWHG�E\�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�
KRPH��WKH\�UHSUHVHQW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����RI�DOO�YLFWLPV�RI�NLOOLQJV�LQ�WKH�KRPH�DQG�����RI�DOO�YLFWLPV�RI�LQWLPDWH�
SDUWQHU�NLOOLQJV���

• 5RXJKO\�IRXU�LQ�WHQ�NLOOLQJV�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�GR�QRW�KDYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�YLFWLP�SHUSHWUDWRU�UHODWLRQVKLS��
DQG�WKH�DFWXDO�QXPEHU�RI�ZRPHQ�YLFWLPV�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�DQG�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�FRXOG�EH�PXFK�KLJKHU���

Response

Share of male and female homicide victims, overall and killed 
Ey intimate Sartners�family memEers� 2021

81%
Male

19%
Female

Shares of male and female homicide victims killed by intimate partners or other family members
2021

Male and female shares of all homicide victims
2021

killed by
intimate partners or

other family members
11% 56%

Women continue to be most at risk of deadly violence at home
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• 9LROHQFH�SUHYHQWLRQ�SURJUDPPHV�VKRXOG�IRFXV�RQ�SURYLGLQJ�VXSSRUW�WR�\RXQJ�PHQ�WR�SUHYHQW�WKHP�IURP�EHLQJ�
OXUHG�LQWR�D�VXEFXOWXUH�RI�YLROHQFH��LQFOXGLQJ�LQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�RU�JDQJV��DQG�WKRVH�DOUHDG\�LQYROYHG�QHHG�WR�
UHFHLYH�KHOS�WKURXJK�VRFLDO�ZRUN�DQG�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�SURJUDPPHV��VHH�812'&�GlobalbStudybonbHomicideb������

• $JH�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�KRPLFLGH�HVWLPDWHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�(XURSH�VXJJHVW�WKDW�\RXQJ�PHQ�DUH�PRVW�DW�ULVN��
ΖQ�������\RXQJ�PHQ�DJHG�������\HDUV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZHUH�WKRVH�PRVW�DW�ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH��ZLWK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�
UDWH�RI������PDOH�YLFWLPV�SHU���������PDOH�SRSXODWLRQ�Ȃ�WZLFH�WKH�DYHUDJH�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�
�����DQG�PRUH�WKDQ�fiYH�WLPHV�WKH�JOREDO�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�������

• 0HQ�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�����RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�JOREDOO\�LQ�������DQG�VRPH�����RI�WKH�VXVSHFWV�
EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ������ZHUH�PHQ�

• 7KH�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJJUHJDWH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�DQG�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�PDOH�YLFWLPV�LV�DOVR�REVHUYDEOH�
DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO��1DWLRQV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�HOHYDWHG�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�DOVR�WHQG�WR�H[KLELW�D�KLJKHU�
SURSRUWLRQ�RI�PDOH�YLFWLPV�

• *OREDOO\��FKLOGUHQ�XQGHU����PDNH�XS�DERXW�����RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV���������LQ��������0DOH�FKLOGUHQ��FRPSULVLQJ�
����RI�FKLOG�YLFWLPV��DFFRXQW�IRU�D�ORZHU�VKDUH�WKDQ�DGXOW�PHQ��������*HQGHU�GL΍HUHQFHV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�
LQFUHDVH�ZLWK�DJH��:KLOH�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�JHQHUDOO\�VKDUH�VLPLODU�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��ROGHU�PHQ�EHFRPH�PRUH�YXOQHU-
DEOH�WR�QRQ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��SDUWLFXODUO\�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJ�UHODWHG�LQFLGHQWV��FRPSDUHG�WR�ZRPHQ��
7KH�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQFUHDVHV�ZLWK�DJH��DQG�WKH�VH[�GLVSDULW\�EHWZHHQ�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�
EHFRPHV�SURQRXQFHG�DIWHU�WKH�DJH�RI����

• <RXQJ�PDOHV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�DW�ULVN�RI�EHLQJ�LQYROYHG�LQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV��ERWK�DV�YLFWLPV�DQG�
R΍HQGHUV���

Response
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Female homicide rate

Male share (%) of homicide victims

89%

Global and regional homicide rates by sex

Men, mostly young, remain the most likely victims and perpetrators of homicide
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KEY MESSAGES 
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Distribution of homicides by type of mechanism,
by selected regions and years

• 7KH�$PHULFDV�KDYH�WKH�KLJKHVW�UHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��DQG�KLJK�UDWHV�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�UHODWHG�
WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��

• 7KH�VXEUHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�KDV�GHFOLQHG�E\�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH�EXW�
�����GDWD�IURP�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�VKRZ�DQ�LQFUHDVH��H�J���WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQFUHDVHG�E\�����LQ�+DLWL�IURP�
�����WR��������&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�DQG�PRVW�YRODWLOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH���

• &RQWURYHUVLDO�VWDWHV�RI�HPHUJHQF\�DQG�SXEOLF�VHFXULW\�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�JDQJ�YLROHQFH�SUHYHQWLRQ�
SURJUDPPHV�DUH�FUHGLWHG�ZLWK�ERWK�UHGXFWLRQV�DQG�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��

• )LUHDUPV�SHUVLVW�DV�WKH�SUHYDLOLQJ�LGHQWLfiHG�PHFKDQLVP�RI�KRPLFLGH�RQ�D�JOREDO�VFDOH��ΖQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��fiUHDUPV
ZHUH�XVHG�LQ�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�����RI�NLOOLQJV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�������%\�FRPSDULVRQ��fiUHDUPV�ZHUH�XVHG�LQ�����RI�
KRPLFLGHV�LQ�(XURSH�DQG�����LQ�$VLD�

The Americas present a greater risk of criminal violence per capita 
than any other region

• $PLG�PRXQWLQJ�SXEOLF�FRQFHUQ�ZLWK�YLROHQW�FULPH�DQG�ORZ�WUXVW�LQ�SROLFH��VRPH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�&DULEEHDQ�
JRYHUQPHQWV�DUH�HQDFWLQJ�ȊVWDWHV�RI�HPHUJHQF\ȋ�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�YLROHQW�JDQJV��7KH�8QLWHG�
1DWLRQV�+LJK�&RPPLVVLRQHU�IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�KDV�H[SUHVVHG�FRQFHUQ�DERXW�WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LPSDFWV�RI�VWDWHV�
RI�HPHUJHQF\�LQWURGXFHG�WR�DGGUHVV�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�YLROHQFH��ZKLOH�WKH�6HFUHWDU\�*HQHUDOȇV�1HZ�$JHQGD�
IRU�3HDFH�SROLF\�EULHI�QRWHV�WKDW�RYHU�VHFXULWL]HG�UHVSRQVHV�FDQ�EH�FRXQWHUSURGXFWLYH�DQG�FDQ�UHLQIRUFH�WKH�
YHU\�G\QDPLFV�WKH\�VHHN�WR�RYHUFRPH��DV�WKHLU�IDU�UHDFKLQJ�FRQVHTXHQFHV�Ȃ�EORZEDFN�IURP�ORFDO�SRSXODWLRQV��
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV�DQG�DEXVHV��H[DFHUEDWLRQ�RI�JHQGHU�LQHTXDOLWLHV�DQG�GLVWRUWLRQ�RI�ORFDO�HFRQRPLHV�Ȃ�
FDQ�EH�SRZHUIXO�GULYHUV�IRU�UHFUXLWPHQW�LQWR�WHUURULVW�RU�DUPHG�JURXSV�

Response
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• 6HYHUDO�ȊPHJDWUHQGVȋ���LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�GHPRJUDSKLF��HFRQRPLF��WHFKQRORJLFDO�DQG�FOLPDWLF�
WUHQGV���GR�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�SRLQW�WR�ULVLQJ�KRPLFLGH�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�PD\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�FRQWLQXHG�JHQHUDO�
GHFOLQH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�ORQJHU�WHUP��+RZHYHU��H΍HFWV�ZLOO�YDU\�E\�ORFDWLRQ��

• %DVHG�RQ�SURMHFWLRQV�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�H΍HFWV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��DJHLQJ�DQG�HFRQRPLF�LQHTXDOLW\�RQ�KRPLFLGH�
UDWHV�XQWLO�WKH�\HDU�������$IULFD�HPHUJHV�DV�WKH�PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH�UHJLRQ��GXH�WR�D�\RXQJHU�SRSXODWLRQ��DJHG�
�������ZKLFK�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�LQFUHDVH�XQWLO�������VORZHU�SURMHFWHG�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�HFRQRPLF�LQHTXDOLW\�DQG�WKH�
FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RI�FOLPDWH�UHODWHG�VKRFNV�DQG�VWUHVVHV�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�ZHDNHU�UHVSRQVH�FDSDELOLWLHV����

• $IULFD�DOUHDG\�KDG�WKH�KLJKHVW�DEVROXWH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�RI�DOO�UHJLRQV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�������DQG�DYDLODEOH�
GDWD�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�QRW�IDOOLQJ��HYHQ�DV�GHFUHDVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHJLVWHUHG�LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV���
)XUWKHUPRUH�������GDWD�IURP�SRSXORXV�FRXQWULHV�VXFK�DV�.HQ\D�DQG�6RXWK�$IULFD�VKRZ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPL-
FLGHV�KDV�UHPDLQHG�DW�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RU�LV�LQFUHDVLQJ��:KLOH�WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV�DUH�WKH�FDXVH�RI�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�VKDUH�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�1LJHULD��LQWHUSHUVRQDO�DQG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�SUHYDOHQW�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
LQ�FRXQWULHV�VXFK�DV�$OJHULD�DQG�6RXWK�$IULFD��1RQHWKHOHVV��VXEVWDQWLDO�GDWD�JDSV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�SRVH�FKDOOHQJHV�
WR�SUHFLVHO\�DVVHVVLQJ�WKH�H[WHQW�DQG�W\SH�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�$IULFD�

• 1DWXUDO�UHVRXUFH�VFDUFLW\�LV�DOUHDG\�KDYLQJ�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��ZLWK�FRPSHWLWLRQ�RYHU�UHVRXUFHV�
OHDGLQJ�WR�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�YLROHQFH��)RU�H[DPSOH��GLVSXWHV�RYHU�DFFHVV�WR�ZDWHU�DUH�D�SURPLQHQW�GULYHU�RI�LQWHUSHU-
VRQDO�KRPLFLGH��ZLWK�VXEVWDQWLDO�LQFUHDVHV�UHSRUWHG�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�$VLD��6XE�6DKDUDQ�$IULFD�DQG�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�

The future of homicide: a large youth population, more heat days and persisting 
inequality in Africa could exacerbate lethal violence

• &OLPDWH�UHVSRQVHV�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�VKRXOG�VHHN�WR�DGGUHVV�DQG�PLWLJDWH�ULVN�IDFWRUV�IRU�YLROHQFH�
DQG�KRPLFLGH��7KH������UHSRUW�RI�WKH�81�(FRQRPLVW�1HWZRUN��Shaping the Trends of Our Time��IXUWKHU�KLJKOLJKWHG�
WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SROLFLHV�WKDW�FDQ�LQȵXHQFH�D�VLQJOH�PHJDWUHQG�DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�PHJDWUHQGV�LQWHUDFWLQJ�ZLWK�
LW��VR�WKDW�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�FDQ�JHQHUDWH�PRUH�H΍HFWLYH��PXWXDOO\�UHLQIRUFLQJ�FKDQJHV�DQG�JUHDWHU�LPSDFWV�

• /LPLWHG�GDWD�DYDLODELOLW\�UHPDLQV�DQ�REVWDFOH�WR�DVVHVV�WKH�H[WHQW�DQG�WKH�FDXVHV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�
YDULRXV�FRXQWULHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�$IULFD��7KLV��LQ�WXUQ��LV�KDPSHULQJ�WKH�IRUPXODWLRQ�RI�H΍HFWLYH�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�
WR�DGGUHVV�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��(QKDQFLQJ�WKH�FROODERUDWLRQ�RI�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�DJHQFLHV�DQG�QDWLRQDO�
VWDWLVWLFDO�RɝFHV�WR�LPSURYH�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�DQG�DQDO\VLV�LV��WKHUHIRUH��FUXFLDO�WR�GHYHORS�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG�SROLFLHV�
WR�UHGXFH�KRPLFLGHV�DQG�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�YLROHQFH�

Response
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About the study

:LWK�*RDO����RI�WKH������$JHQGD�IRU�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORS-
PHQW��0HPEHU�6WDWHV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�UHGXFLQJ�
DOO�IRUPV�RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�UHODWHG�GHDWK�UDWHV��+RZHYHU��
as United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres 
underscored in the 2023 New Agenda for Peace policy brief, 
WKH�VFRXUJH�RI�YLROHQFH�KDV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�VKDSH�WKH�OLYHV�
DQG�OLYHOLKRRGV�RI�SHRSOH��DQG�QRW�MXVW�RI�WKRVH�LQ�DUPHG�
FRQȵLFWV�

7R�VXSSRUW�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�DQG�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRP-
PXQLW\�LQ�H΍RUWV�WR�SUHYHQW�YLROHQFH�DQG�VWUHQJWKHQ�
responses, the UNODC Global Study on Homicide�R΍HUV�
D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
trends and patterns around the world and analyses the 
FRPSOH[�G\QDPLFV�EHKLQG�WKH�QXPEHUV��7KH�VWXG\�GHOYHV�
LQWR�GL΍HUHQW�DVSHFWV�RI�KRPLFLGH��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�H[WHQW�
RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�DEVROXWH�QXPEHUV�DQG�UDWHV��ΖW�
KLJKOLJKWV�UHJLRQDO�DQG�VXEUHJLRQDO�WUHQGV��GHPRJUDSKLFV��
DJH�DQG�JHQGHU�SURfiOHV�RI�YLFWLPV��ΖW�DOVR�H[SORUHV�WKH�
LPSDFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�
&KDSWHU���DQDO\VHV�GL΍HUHQW�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
UHODWHG�WR�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV��LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�DQG�
VRFLRSROLWLFDOO\�PRWLYDWHG�KRPLFLGHV��$Q�H[SDQGHG�VSHFLDO�
VHFWLRQ�ORRNV�DW�KRZ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�LV�GULYLQJ�KRPLFLGH�
WUHQGV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�

ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�VWXG\�FRQVLGHUV�WKH�LPSDFWV�RI�PHJDWUHQGV�
VXFK�DV�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��GHPRJUDSKLF�FKDQJHV��LQHTXDOLW\��
XUEDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�WHFKQRORJLFDO�VKLIWV��ZLWK�WKH�DLP�RI�SUR-
YLGLQJ�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�KRZ�ODUJHU�JOREDO�GHYHORSPHQWV�PD\�
LQWHUVHFW�ZLWK�DQG�LQȵXHQFH�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��7KH�VWXG\�
DOVR�H[DPLQHV�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP
V�UHVSRQVH�WR�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��VHHNLQJ�WR�LGHQWLI\�DUHDV�IRU�LPSURYH-
PHQW�DQG�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�

2021 and 2022: a spike and differing 
regional developments

7KH�JOREDO�HVWLPDWH�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ������LV�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\���������YLFWLPV��DYHUDJLQJ����LQGLYLGXDOV�SHU�
KRXU��'HVSLWH�WKH�FRQVLVWHQW�VWDELOLW\�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�FRXQW�RI�
KRPLFLGHV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�WZR�GHFDGHV��ZLWK�WKH�DEVROXWH�
QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�ȵXFWXDWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
��������DQG���������YLFWLPV�DQQXDOO\��WKH�\HDU������VWRRG�
RXW�DV�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�OHWKDO��

'XULQJ�WKDW�\HDU��WKH�$IULFDQ�FRQWLQHQW�UHFRUGHG�WKH�KLJK-
HVW�QXPEHU�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��ZLWK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�
��������YLFWLPV��IROORZHG�E\�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZLWK�RYHU���������
YLFWLPV��$VLD�UHSRUWHG���������LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��ZKLOH�
(XURSH�KDG��������DQG�2FHDQLD�������

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Chapter 1

“Every violent death is preventable, and it is our collective moral 
responsibility to achieve this goal. Building on Sustainable Development 
Goal 16.1, I invite each Member State to consider the ambitious target 

of halving violent death rates in their societies by 2030.”

United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres 
New Agenda for Peace
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7XUQLQJ�DZD\�IURP�DEVROXWH�QXPEHUV�WR�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�
SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ��WKH�$PHULFDV�IDFHG�D�KLJKHU�ULVN�RI�
LQWHQWLRQDO�NLOOLQJV�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�UHJLRQ��ZLWK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�
UDWH�RI������KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ��
VXUSDVVLQJ�UDWHV�LQ�$IULFD���������2FHDQLD��������$VLD�������
DQG�(XURSH�������

ΖQ�WHUPV�RI�JOREDO�GLVWULEXWLRQ��$IULFD�DFFRXQWHG�IRU����SHU�
FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�������WKH�$PHULFDV�IRU����
SHU�FHQW��$VLD�IRU����SHU�FHQW��(XURSH�IRU���SHU�FHQW�DQG�
2FHDQLD�IRU�OHVV�WKDQ���SHU�FHQW��1RWDEO\��%UD]LO�DQG�1LJHULD��
ZKLFK�FRQVWLWXWH�RQO\���SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�SRSXODWLRQ��
FRQWULEXWHG�WR����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�WROO��
7KH�WRS����FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�DEVROXWH�QXPEHUV�
RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�FROOHFWLYHO\�UHSUHVHQWHG����SHU�FHQW�
RI�JOREDO�YLFWLPV��GHVSLWH�FRQVWLWXWLQJ�RQO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�
WKH�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ��

7KH�ULVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�QXPEHUV�LQ������FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�
WR�YDULRXV�IDFWRUV��:KLOH�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����
SDQGHPLF�RQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�YDULHG�DFURVV�FRXQ-
WULHV�DQG�UHJLRQV�LQ�������WKH�LQFUHDVH�REVHUYHG�LQ������
FDQ�EH�SDUWO\�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�HFRQRPLF�UHSHUFXVVLRQV�RI�
&29Ζ'����UHODWHG�UHVWULFWLRQV��$�ULVH�LQ�JDQJ�UHODWHG�DQG�
sociopolitical violence also contributed to the escalation 
LQ�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�

$YDLODEOH������GDWD�VKRZ�GHFUHDVHV�LQ�VRPH�VXEUHJLRQV��
)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD��UHFHQW�HVWLPDWHV�VXJ-
JHVW�D�����SHU�FHQW�GHFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�IURP������WR�
������7KLV�GHFUHDVH�FRPHV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH�DQG�UHFHQW�VXUJH�LQ�
KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RI�$PHULFD��

0HDQZKLOH��VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�H[SHULHQFHG�
D�VLJQLfiFDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ������DQG�

������OLQNHG�WR�FULPH�DQG�WUDɝFNLQJ��DFFHVV�WR�fiUHDUPV�
DQG�DPPXQLWLRQ�DQG�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�DQG�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�
RI�JDQJV�VHHNLQJ�WR�FRQWURO�WHUULWRU\��

(VWLPDWHV�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�$IULFD�KDG�WKH�KLJKHVW�DEVROXWH�
QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�RI�DQ\�UHJLRQ�LQ�������DQG�DYDLODEOH�
GDWD�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�QRW�IDOOLQJ��HYHQ�DV�
GHFUHDVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHJLVWHUHG�LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV��)XUWKHU-
PRUH��SURMHFWLRQV�VXJJHVW�WKDW�$IULFD�Ȃ�ZKLFK�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�
WR�KDYH�WKH�\RXQJHVW�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��WKH�KLJKHVW�
QXPEHU�RI�KRW�GD\V�DQG�SHUVLVWLQJ�LQHTXDOLW\�JDSV�Ȃ�ZLOO�
UHPDLQ�SDUWLFXODUO\�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�KRPLFLGH��

Trends over time – by region
7KH�JOREDO�WUHQG�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�FRQFHDOV�VXEVWDQWLDO�
GL΍HUHQFHV�DQG�GLVSDULWLHV�DW�WKH�UHJLRQDO�OHYHO��MXVW�DV�
UHJLRQDO�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�REVFXUH�YDULDWLRQV�
ZLWKLQ�VXEUHJLRQV�DQG�EHWZHHQ�FRXQWULHV��

6LQFH�WKH�HDUO\�����V��KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQV�RI�
Europe KDYH�JHQHUDOO\�VWD\HG�EHORZ�WKH�JOREDO�DYHUDJH��
ΖQ�:HVWHUQ�(XURSH��WKH�KLJKHVW�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
LQ�������)UDQFH��ZDV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�GRXEOH�WKH�ORZHVW�
�6ZLW]HUODQG���ΖQ�1RUWKHUQ�(XURSH��WKH�KLJKHVW�UDWH��/DWYLD��
ZDV�VHYHQ�WLPHV�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�WKH�ORZHVW��ΖUHODQG���UHVHP-
EOLQJ�WKH�GLVSDULWLHV�REVHUYHG�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��DOEHLW�DW�
D�FRQVLGHUDEO\�ORZHU�OHYHO��ΖQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��WKH�KLJKHVW�
QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��5XVVLDQ�)HGHUDWLRQ��ZDV����WLPHV�
KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�ORZHVW��&]HFKLD���VXUSDVVLQJ�WKH�GLVSDULW\�
VHHQ�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�

Fig. 1 Homicide rate (victims of intentional homicide 
Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation�� E\ reJion� вавб 

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Uncertainty bands represent possible estimation errors due to the 
imputation of missing values at the country level. The bands do not represent 
probability confidence intervals. The estimates are based on the latest available 
data, which remain limited, especially in Africa and Asia. The size of the error 
bars provides an indication of the level of uncertainty that the estimates carry 
at the regional level.
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Methodology

*OREDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�XSGDWHG�
812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�GDWDVHW��ZKLFK�GUDZV�RQ�QDWLRQDO�
GDWD�VXEPLWWHG�WR�812'&�E\�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�WKURXJK�WKH�
DQQXDO�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6XUYH\�RI�&ULPH�7UHQGV�DQG�2SHUD-
WLRQV�RI�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�6\VWHPV��81�&76���DORQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�
SHUWLQHQW�GDWD�VRXUFHV��7KH�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�SURGXFHG�EDVHG�
RQ�DYDLODEOH�QDWLRQDO�GDWD�DQG�WKURXJK�D�VWDWLVWLFDO�PRGHO�
LPSXWLQJ�PLVVLQJ�YDOXHV�DW�WKH�FRXQWU\�OHYHO��

7KH�VWXG\�DGKHUHV�WR�WKH�GHfiQLWLRQ�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�
RXWOLQHG�E\�WKH�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�&ODVVLfiFDWLRQ�RI�&ULPH�IRU�
6WDWLVWLFDO�3XUSRVHV��Ζ&&6���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�Ζ&&6��LQWHQ-
WLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LV�GHfiQHG�DV�WKH��XQODZIXO�GHDWK�LQȵLFWHG�
upon a person with the intent to cause death or serious 
LQMXU\���7KLV�FODVVLfiFDWLRQ�HQFRPSDVVHV�YDULRXV�IRUPV�RI�
LQWHQWLRQDO�NLOOLQJV��LQFOXGLQJ�PXUGHU��KRQRXU�NLOOLQJ��IDWDO�
VHULRXV�DVVDXOWV��GHDWKV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WHUURULVW�DFWLYLWLHV��
IHPLFLGH��LQIDQWLFLGH�DQG�H[WUDMXGLFLDO�NLOOLQJV�
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0HDQZKLOH��DV�(XURSH�KDV�VHHQ�D�PRGHVW�GHFOLQH�LQ�LWV�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��the Americas have 
H[SHULHQFHG�JUHDWHU�ȵXFWXDWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�VLJQLfiFDQW�
GHFUHDVHV�VLQFH�������1RQHWKHOHVV��E\������WKH�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�UHPDLQHG�RYHU�VL[�WLPHV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�
WKDW�LQ�(XURSH��

2YHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�ZLWKLQ�
WKH�$PHULFDV�KDYH�EHHQ�GLYHUJLQJ�DPRQJ�VXEUHJLRQV��ΖQ�
6RXWK�$PHULFD��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�H[SHULHQFHG�D�GRZQ-
ZDUG�WUHQG�VLQFH�������7KLV�GHFOLQH�LV�SULPDULO\�GULYHQ�E\�
D�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�UHFRUGHG�
LQ�%UD]LO��WKH�PRVW�SRSXORXV�FRXQWU\�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��
%UD]LO
V�KRPLFLGHV�GHFUHDVHG�IURP�D�SHDN�RI�RYHU��������
LQ������WR�OHVV�WKDQ��������LQ�������3HUX�DQG�WKH�%ROL-
YDULDQ�5HSXEOLF�RI�9HQH]XHOD�KDYH�DOVR�VHHQ�D�GHFOLQH�LQ�
DQQXDO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��+RZHYHU��LQ�FRQWUDVW��
FRXQWULHV�OLNH�&RORPELD�DQG�(FXDGRU�H[SHULHQFHG�FRQVLG-
HUDEOH�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�HQG�
RI������DQG�WKH�HQG�RI������

ΖQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�KLVWRULFDOO\�DVVRFL-
DWHG�ZLWK�KLJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�UHJLVWHUHG�VKDUS�GHFOLQHV��
ZKLOH�RWKHUV�H[SHULHQFHG�LQFUHDVLQJ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH��7KH�
QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�LQ�0H[LFR��ZKLFK�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�
URXJKO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�WKH�VXEUH-
JLRQ�LQ�������KDV�GULYHQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQDO�WUHQG�RYHU�WKH�
SDVW�GHFDGH��6HYHUDO�VPDOOHU�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��
VXFK�DV�+RQGXUDV��%HOL]H��3DQDPD�DQG�(O�6DOYDGRU�H[SH-
ULHQFHG�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�
DJJUHVVLYH�DQWL�JDQJ�LQWHUYHQWLRQV��%\�FRQWUDVW��&RVWD�5LFD�
H[SHULHQFHG�D�VOLJKW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�EHWZHHQ�
�����DQG������

1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD�KDV�ZLWQHVVHG�DQ�XSWLFN�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�
rate over the past decade, particularly since the onset of 
WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�LQ�������ZLWK�ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV��
FKDQJHV�LQ�SROLFH�FRPPXQLW\�UHODWLRQV�DQG�UHFRUG�JXQ�VDOHV�
LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�FLWHG�DV�FRQWULEXWLQJ�IDFWRUV��)ROORZLQJ�
D�QHDUO\����SHU�FHQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
IURP�WKH�HQG�RI������WR�WKH�HQG�RI�������DQG�D�VPDOOHU�
ULVH�RI�DURXQG���SHU�FHQW�LQ�������UHFHQW�HVWLPDWHV�EDVHG�
RQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�ΖQFLGHQW�%DVHG�5HSRUWLQJ�6\VWHP�DQG�
WKH�6XPPDU\�5HSRUWLQJ�6\VWHP�LQGLFDWH�D�QDWLRQZLGH�
GHFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�E\�����SHU�FHQW�IURP������WR�������
ΖQ�&DQDGD��WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�KDV�EHHQ�
VWHDGLO\�LQFUHDVLQJ�VLQFH�������:LWK�D�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�����
SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�������&DQDGD
V�UDWH�UHPDLQV�
RYHU�WKUHH�WLPHV�ORZHU�WKDQ�WKDW�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�

In Africa��WKH�WUHQG�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�WKH�JUHDWHVW�
XQFHUWDLQW\�GXH�WR�OLPLWHG�WLPH�VHULHV�DYDLODELOLW\��%DVHG�RQ�
DYDLODEOH�GDWD��WKH�UHJLRQ�UHFRUGHG�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�������ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�SDUWLDOO\�DWWULEXWHG�WR�
WUHQGV�LQ�.HQ\D�DQG�6RXWK�$IULFD�WKDW�PD\�EH�OLQNHG�WR�
SDQGHPLF�UHODWHG�VWUHVVRUV�VXFK�DV�XQHPSOR\PHQW��ΖQ�
6RXWK�$IULFD��WKHUH�ZHUH�DURXQG�������DGGLWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�

YLFWLPV�IURP������WR�������ZLWK�D�WRWDO�RI�QHDUO\���������
UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�ODUJHVW�DEVROXWH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�$IULFD�WKDW�
\HDU��+RPLFLGH�fiJXUHV�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�FRQWLQXHG�WR�FOLPE�
LQ�������ULVLQJ���SHU�FHQW�RYHU�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�DQG�VXU-
SDVVLQJ�SUH�SDQGHPLF�OHYHOV�E\�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����SHU�FHQW��
%\�FRQWUDVW��8JDQGD�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�5HSXEOLF�RI�7DQ]D-
QLD�REVHUYHG�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��ZKLOH�LQ�
1RUWKHUQ�$IULFD��$OJHULD�DQG�0RURFFR�VKRZHG�D�VWHDG\�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��DOEHLW�DW�
VLJQLfiFDQWO\�ORZHU�OHYHOV�WKDQ�RWKHU�VXEUHJLRQV�LQ�$IULFD�

In Asia,�VXEUHJLRQDO�WUHQGV�UHYHDO�GL΍HUHQW�SDWWHUQV��ZLWK�
&HQWUDO�$VLD�H[SHULHQFLQJ�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH��DWWULEXWHG�PRVWO\�WR�UHGXFHG�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�
.D]DNKVWDQ��ZKLOH�:HVWHUQ�$VLDȇV�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�VKRZQ�
OLWWOH�LPSURYHPHQW�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��ȵXFWXDWLQJ�DW�D�
UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�URXJKO\���SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ��
$�GHFOLQH�LQ�$VLDȇV�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�
decade was disrupted in 2021 by a sharp increase in kill-
LQJV��QRWDEO\�LQ�0\DQPDU��2WKHU�SRSXORXV�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�
UHJLRQ��OLNH�&KLQD��ΖQGRQHVLD��0DOD\VLD�DQG�7KDLODQG�KDYH�
UHSRUWHG�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�DQQXDO�KRPLFLGHV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�
GHFDGH��FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�UHJLRQ
V�JHQHUDO�GRZQZDUG�
WUHQG�SULRU�WR�������7KH�WZR�PRVW�SRSXORXV�FRXQWULHV�LQ�
6RXWKHUQ�$VLD��ΖQGLD�DQG�3DNLVWDQ��KDYH�ERWK�VHHQ�PRG-
HUDWH�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�VLQFH�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�
&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��ZKLFK�FRQWUDVWV�ZLWK�WKH�SUHYLRXV�
ORQJHU�WHUP�WUHQG�RI�FRQWLQXRXV�GHFOLQH��ΖW�VKRXOG�DOVR�EH�
QRWHG�WKDW�LPSRUWDQW�GDWD�JDSV�UHPDLQ�LQ�$VLD��IRU�H[DP-
SOH��9LHW�1DP�KDV�QRW�UHSRUWHG�KRPLFLGH�GDWD�VLQFH������

Meanwhile, in Oceania��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�UHPDLQHG�
FRPSDUDWLYHO\�VWDEOH�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�WHQ�\HDUV��H[FHSW�IRU�
D�VXUJH�LQ������LQ�1HZ�=HDODQG�GXH�WR�WKH�&KULVWFKXUFK�
0RVTXH�VKRRWLQJV��$XVWUDOLD�DQG�1HZ�=HDODQG�DUH�WKH�
RQO\�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�ZLWK�UHOLDEOH�WUHQG�GDWD�

Homicide deaths outnumber 
conflict-related and terrorist killings

*OREDOO\��LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�FRQWULEXWH�WR�D�VLJQLfi-
FDQWO\�KLJKHU�QXPEHU�RI�GHDWKV�WKDQ�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�DQG�
WHUURULVW�NLOOLQJV�FRPELQHG��%HWZHHQ������DQG�������DQ�
DQQXDO�DYHUDJH�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���������GHDWKV�UHVXOWHG�
IURP�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��WKH�DQQXDO�DYHUDJH�QXPEHU�RI�
FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�ZDV���������ZKLOH�WKH�HVWLPDWHG�
DQQXDO�DYHUDJH�QXPEHU�RI�GHDWKV�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WHUURU-
LVP�GXULQJ�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�ZDV���������7KLV�LQGLFDWHV�
WKDW�KRPLFLGHV�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�fiYH�WLPHV�
DV�PDQ\�GHDWKV�DV�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�DQG����WLPHV�DV�PDQ\�
GHDWKV�DV�WHUURULVP�GXULQJ�WKH�VSHFLfiHG�WLPHIUDPH��0RUH-
RYHU��GHVSLWH�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV�UHFRUGHG�IURP������WR�������
ZKLFK�ZDV�SULPDULO\�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�HVFDODWLQJ�FRQȵLFWV�LQ�
various countries such as Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Mali, 
6RPDOLD�DQG�8NUDLQH��DYDLODEOH�KRPLFLGH�GDWD�LQGLFDWH�
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WKDW�WKH�JOREDO�EXUGHQ�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ������ZDV�VWLOO�GRXEOH�
WKDW�RI�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV�

5HFRUGLQJ�VWDWLVWLFV�RQ�YLROHQW�GHDWKV�GXULQJ�ODUJH�VFDOH�
FRQȵLFWV�LV�FRPSOLFDWHG��DQG�GLVHQWDQJOLQJ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�
UHODWHG�WR�WKH�FRQȵLFW�LWVHOI�IURP�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�E\�
ERWK�FRPEDWDQWV�DQG�QRQ�FRPEDWDQWV�LV�RIWHQ�GLɝFXOW��
$GGLWLRQDOO\��GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�EHWZHHQ�W\SLFDO�FRPEDWDQW�
JURXSV��RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�HQWLWLHV�DQG�WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]D-
WLRQV��DQG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�GHDWKV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKHLU�YLROHQW�
DFWLRQV��FDQ�SRVH�IXUWKHU�FKDOOHQJHV��

Organized crime and trafficking can 
rapidly drive homicides up – or down 

1HDUO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�JOREDO�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�FRQQHFWHG�WR�
FULPH��PDLQO\�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJ�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH��
)URP������WR�������RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�FDXVHG�DURXQG���������
GHDWKV��FRPSDUDEOH�WR�FDVXDOWLHV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�DUPHG�
FRQȵLFWV��:KLOH�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHVH�GHDWKV�RFFXUUHG�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�
SUHYDOHQW�ZRUOGZLGH�

ΖQ���������RI�WKH����FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�KRPLFLGH�
UDWHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZHUH�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��
3HUVLVWHQWO\�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�
DUH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�FRPSOH[�G\QDPLFV�UHODWLQJ�WR�FULPLQDO�
JURXSV�FRPSHWLQJ�IRU�FRQWURO�RYHU�LOOHJDO�PDUNHWV��VWUXFWXUDO�

LVVXHV�OLNH�ZHDN�UXOH�RI�ODZ��VRFLDO�LQHTXDOLW\�DQG�\RXWK�
XQHPSOR\PHQW��DQG�IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�UHFRUG�EUHDNLQJ�GUXJ�
SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�fiUHDUPV�

7KH�VXUJH�LQ�FRFDLQH�SURGXFWLRQ�VLQFH������DQG�WKH�
H[SDQVLRQ�RI�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�KDYH�
OHG�WR�LQFUHDVHG�UDWHV�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH��2QH�RI�WKH�PRUH�
FRQFHUQLQJ�H[DPSOHV�LV�(FXDGRU��ZKLFK�IROORZLQJ�\HDUV�
RI�UHODWLYHO\�ORZ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�KDV�VHHQ�D�����SHU�FHQW�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������ZKLFK�FDQ�
EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�LQWHQVLI\LQJ�YLROHQW�FRPSHWLWLRQ�DPRQJ�
ULYDO�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�JDQJV�

:KLOH�GUXJ�WUDQVKLSPHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�LV�QRW�QHZ��
WKH�UHJLRQ�KDV�IDFHG�UHQHZHG�FKDOOHQJHV��ZLWK�ODUJH�VFDOH�
WUDɝFNLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�'RPLQLFDQ�5HSXEOLF��
UHVXUJLQJ�GXH�WR�ULVLQJ�(XURSHDQ�GHPDQG��7KH�&DULE-
EHDQ�KDV�DOVR�VHHQ�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�H[WHQW�DQG�
LQWHQVLW\�RI�JDQJ�YLROHQFH��ΖQ�������WKH�7XUNV�DQG�&DLFRV�
ΖVODQGV�UHSRUWHG����PXUGHUV�E\����2FWREHU��FRPSDUHG�
WR����KRPLFLGHV�IRU�DOO�RI�������-DPDLFD
V������KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�UHDFKHG������SHU����������ZLWK�DURXQG����SHU�FHQW�
OLQNHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�RU�JDQJV��6DLQW�/XFLD�
UHFRUGHG�D�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI������SHU���������LQ�������D�
VOLJKW�GHFUHDVH�IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��ZKLOH�6DLQW�9LQFHQW�
DQG�WKH�*UHQDGLQHV�UHSRUWHG������SHU����������7ULQLGDG�
DQG�7REDJR
V�UDWH�URVH�WR������SHU���������LQ�������GULYHQ�
E\�WKH�VSOLQWHULQJ�RI�ODUJHU�JDQJV�LQWR�VPDOO�YLROHQW�IDFWLRQV��
DQG�WKH�%DKDPDV�UHSRUWHG�D�UDWH�RI������SHU����������

Fig. 2 SKare of KoPicideV E\ t\Se� Velected coXntrieV� вавб or lateVt aYailaEle \ear

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Countries and territories with fewer than 100 homicides in 2021 or latest 
available year, or with more than 85 per cent of all homicides recorded as 
having “unknown causes” have been removed.
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Fig. 3 Global shares of homicides by type of mechanism, including unassigned/unknown mechanism,
and E\ t\Se of Nnown PecKaniVP� вавб 

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: The shares without an unassigned/unknown mechanism are based on the assumption that the distribution of homicides with an assigned mechanism is 
representative of the ones with unassigned/unknown mechanism.

+DLWL
V������KRPLFLGH�UDWH�VXUJHG�WR������SHU����������
D����SHU�FHQW�LQFUHDVH�IURP�������PDLQO\�GXH�WR�VRDULQJ�
JDQJ�YLROHQFH�

ΖQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��VRPH�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�
FRXQWULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�+RQGXUDV�DQG�(O�6DOYDGRU��KDYH�VHHQ�
VWDELOL]LQJ�RU�GHFOLQLQJ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��1RWDEO\��&RVWD�5LFD�
GHYLDWHG�IURP�WKLV�WUHQG��ZLWK�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�WR�
�����SHU���������LQ������GXH�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV�
Y\LQJ�IRU�FRQWURO�RI�WKH�SRUW�RI�/LPµQ��D�NH\�QRGH�IRU�
WUDɝFNLQJ�WR�(XURSH�

ΖQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�YDULHG��ZLWK�FRXQWULHV�
NQRZQ�IRU�KLJK�UDWHV�ZLWQHVVLQJ�GHFOLQHV�DQG�WKRVH�ZLWK�
KLVWRULFDOO\�ORZ�YLROHQFH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�LQFUHDVHV��&RORPELD�
VDZ�D�VOLJKW�GURS�IURP������SHU���������LQ������WR������
per 100,000 in 2022, after a notable increase a year ear-
OLHU�ZLWK�KLJKHU�UDWHV�LQ�DUHDV�ZKHUH�DUPHG�JURXSV�OLNH�
H[�)XHU]DV�$UPDGDV�5HYROXFLRQDULDV�GH�&RORPELD��)$5&��
DQG�(M«UFLWR�GH�/LEHUDFLµQ�1DFLRQDO��(/1��ZHUH�DFWLYH��
%UD]LO
V�UDWH�UHPDLQHG�VWHDG\�DW������SHU���������LQ�������
the second lowest since 2000, but violence persisted in 
WKH�QRUWKHDVW�DQG�QRUWK�GXH�WR�WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�GUXJ�
IDFWLRQV��$UJHQWLQD�UHSRUWHG�D�UDWH�RI�����SHU���������
LQ�������D�VOLJKW�GHFOLQH�IURP�����SHU���������LQ�������
ZKLOH�DUHDV�LQFOXGLQJ�6DQWD�)H�SURYLQFH�DQG�WKH�FLW\�RI�
5RVDULR�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�H[SHULHQFHG�D�VXUJH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV��
DOVR�DWWULEXWHG�WR�ULYDOULHV�EHWZHHQ�ORFDO�GUXJ�IDFWLRQV�

+RZHYHU��WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�GRHV�QRW�DOZD\V�
OHDG�WR�KLJK�UDWHV�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��:KLOH�/DWLQ�$PHU-

ica, the Caribbean and certain African countries often 
VKRZ�KLJKHU�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�VKDUHV��
VRPH�UHJLRQV�OLNH�$VLD�DQG�(XURSH�KDYH�ORZHU�VKDUHV��
/RZHU�OHYHOV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�GR�QRW�
QHFHVVDULO\�LQGLFDWH�OHVV�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�SUHVHQFH�EXW�
UDWKHU�FRXOG�EH�WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�GL΍HUHQW�ȊPDQDJHPHQWȋ�
DSSURDFKHV��)RU�LQVWDQFH��6RXWKHDVW�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�
RQ�WKH�%DONDQ�5RXWH��D�PDMRU�KHURLQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FRUULGRU��
GR�QRW�H[KLELW�KLJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�

2UJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV�LQ�$VLD��OLNH�WKH�-DSDQHVH�<DNX]D��
DUH�SURPLQHQW�EXW�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�UHPDLQ�ORZ�
�H�J��������SHU���������LQ�-DSDQ�LQ��������'RPLQDQW�FULPLQDO�
JURXSV�FDQ�LQȵXHQFH�YLROHQW�FULPH�E\�FRQWUROOLQJ�WHUULWRU\�
DQG�PDUNHWV��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�%UD]LO
V�6¥R�3DXOR��DUHDV�
GRPLQDWHG�E\�WKH�3ULPHLUR�&RPDQGR�GD�&DSLWDO�H[SHUL-
HQFHG�IHZHU�YLROHQW�FULPHV��$QG�LQ�0H[LFR�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�
PXQLFLSDO�OHYHO�GDWD�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�D�YHU\�KLJK�SUHVHQFH�
RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�KDV�OHG�WR�ORZHU�OHYHOV�RI�KRPLFLGH��

Firearms linked to increases
in homicide

+LJK�UDWHV�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�
&DULEEHDQ�DUH�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�LQȵXHQFHG�E\�DFFHVV�WR�DQG�
PLVXVH�RI�fiUHDUPV��8QOLNH�EODGHG�ZHDSRQV�DQG�EOXQW�
REMHFWV��fiUHDUPV�HVFDODWH�WKH�VSHHG�DQG�VFDOH�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�
DQG�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��7KH�NH\�GHWHUPLQDQW�LV�QRW�
PHUHO\�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�fiUHDUPV��VXFK�DV�RZQHUVKLS��
EXW�UDWKHU�HQFRPSDVVHV�ZHDN�RYHUVLJKW�DQG�FRQWURO�DQG�

40%

22%

24%

14%

Firearm
Sharp object

Other mechanism

Unassigned/
unknown mechanism

47%

26%

27%

Share of known 
homicide mechanism

With unassigned/
unknown mechanism
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DVVRFLDWHG�LPSXQLW\��&ULPLQDO�IDFWLRQV�RIWHQ�SURFXUH�DQG�
PLVXVH�KDQGJXQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�VHPL��DQG�DXWRPDWLF�ULȵHV��
DPSOLI\LQJ�GLVSXWHV��6WXGLHV�IURP�%HOL]H��6XULQDPH�DQG�
7ULQLGDG�DQG�7REDJR�UHYHDO�YDULHG�PRWLYHV�IRU�REWDLQLQJ�
LOOLFLW�fiUHDUPV��LQFOXGLQJ�SHUVRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ��SHHU�SUHVVXUH��
FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�fiQDQFLDO�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��2UJDQL]HG�
FULPLQDO�JURXSV�DFTXLUH�fiUHDUPV�WKURXJK�GLYHUVH�PHDQV��
LQFOXGLQJ�GRPHVWLF�VRXUFHV��SULYDWH�GHDOHUV��EODFN�PDUNHWV�
RU�GLYHUVLRQ�IURP�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�PLOLWDU\�VWRFNV��
)LUHDUPV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DUH�DOVR�IUHTXHQWO\�VRXUFHG�IURP�
IRUHLJQ�FRXQWULHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�1RUWK�$PHULFD�DQG�:HVW-
HUQ�(XURSH��WKURXJK�OHJDO�DQG�LOOHJDO�FKDQQHOV��7KH�ȊLURQȋ�
SLSHOLQH�LQYROYLQJ�QHWZRUNV�IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�WKH�
&DULEEHDQ��&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DQG�6RXWK�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV�
LV�D�IRFXV�RI�JURZLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ��DV�KLJKOLJKWHG�LQ�D������
Ȋ:DU�RQ�*XQVȋ�GHFODUDWLRQ�IURP�KHDGV�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�RI�
WKH�&DULEEHDQ�&RPPXQLW\��&$5Ζ&20��

/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�&DULEEHDQ�FRXQWULHV�UHFRUG�WKH�KLJK-
HVW�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�JXQ�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�JOREDOO\��ΖQ�������
WKHUH�ZHUH�DW�OHDVW��������JXQ�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�
LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��ZLWK�VSHFLfiF�UDWHV�SHU���������RI������������
DQG������SHU���������LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�
DQG�6RXWK�$PHULFD��UHVSHFWLYHO\��7KH�XVH�RI�fiUHDUPV�LQ�
KRPLFLGHV�UDQJHG�IURP����SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�WR�
���SHU�FHQW�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD�LQ�������7KH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�KLJKHU�fiUHDUP�XVH�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�
LV�HYLGHQW��XQGHUVFRULQJ�WKH�UROH�RI�fiUHDUPV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ
V�
HOHYDWHG�OHYHOV�RI�YLROHQFH�

)LUHDUPV�DUH�DOVR�DQ�HQDEOHU�RI�FULPH�DQG�YLROHQFH�LQ�
WKH�6DKHO��ZKHUH�D�YLFLRXV�F\FOH�RI�fiUHDUPV�WUDɝFNLQJ�
DQG�FRQȵLFW�LV�HYLGHQW��ΖQ�1LJHULD��fiUHDUPV�ZHUH�WKH�PRVW�
SUHYDOHQW�PHFKDQLVP�RI�NLOOLQJ�LQ������DQG�������WKH�RQO\�
\HDUV�IRU�ZKLFK�GDWD�DUH�DYDLODEOH��DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�VRPH����
DQG����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�UHVSHFWLYHO\�LQ�WKRVH�\HDUV��
)LUHDUPV�DUH�QRW�WKH�PRVW�SUHYDOHQW�KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVP�
LQ�(XURSH��RQO\�DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����SHU�FHQW�
RI�UHFRUGHG�KRPLFLGHV��+RZHYHU��WKH�UHJLRQ�KDV�UHFHQWO\�
H[SHULHQFHG�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�OLQNHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPLQDO�JURXSV��DWWULEXWHG�WR�LQFUHDVHG�GUXJ�SURGXFWLRQ�
LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�WUDɝFNLQJ�WR�VXSSO\�(XUR-
SHDQ�FRQVXPHUV��&HUWDLQ�JHRJUDSKLHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�DUHDV�
ZLWK�SUROLfiF�GUXJ�PDUNHWV��DUH�KLJKOLJKWHG�DV�DW�ULVN�DUHDV�
E\�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��QRWDEO\�LQFOXGLQJ�FRDVWDO�FLWLHV�OLNH�
$QWZHUS��$PVWHUGDP��5RWWHUGDP�DQG�+DPEXUJ��ZKLFK�
VHUYH�DV�WUDQVLW�KXEV�IRU�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ��7KH�LQFUHDVLQJ�
YLVLELOLW\�RI�DFWV�RI�YLROHQFH��LQFOXGLQJ�WRUWXUH��KDV�UDLVHG�
FRQFHUQV�DERXW�WKH�VWUDWHJLF�WKUHDW�RI�YLROHQW�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�LQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�

6ZHGHQ�KDV�H[SHULHQFHG�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�OHYHOV�RI�JDQJ�
YLROHQFH�DQG�fiUHDUP�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��7KHUH�
ZHUH�����VKRRWLQJV�LQ�6ZHGHQ�����RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�IDWDO�LQ�
������7KH�6ZHGLVK�1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�&ULPH�3UHYHQWLRQ�
UHSRUWHG�WKDW�6ZHGHQ�KDG�DPRQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�OHYHOV�RI�
fiUHDUP�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�LQ�D�VWXG\�RI�RYHU����(XURSHDQ�

FRXQWULHV��$OWKRXJK�UHVHDUFK�FRQQHFWV�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�
JXQ�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH�WR�FRQȵLFWV�UHODWHG�WR�LOOHJDO�GUXJ�
PDUNHWV�DQG�FULPLQDO�JDQJV��XQFHUWDLQWLHV�SHUVLVW�DERXW�
WKH�H[WHQW�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH
V�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�6ZHGLVK�
KRPLFLGHV��DQG�WKH�FRXQWU\�GRHV�QRW�SURYLGH�RɝFLDO�GDWD�
WR�812'&�RQ�WKLV�PDWWHU�

Gender dimensions of homicide

*HQGHU�DQG�DJH�VHUYH�DV�UHOLDEOH�LQGLFDWRUV�RI�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�
ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH��ZLWK�\RXQJ�PDOHV�VKRZLQJ�D�KLJKHU�ULVN�
FRPSDUHG�WR�RWKHU�GHPRJUDSKLF�JURXSV��ΖQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�
KLJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��VXFK�DV�%UD]LO��&RORPELD��-DPDLFD�
DQG�1LJHULD��PDOH�YLFWLPV�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�RXWQXPEHU�IHPDOHV��
ΖQ�FRQWUDVW��LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�ORZ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�OLNH�
&KLQD��*HUPDQ\��-DSDQ��WKH�5HSXEOLF�RI�.RUHD�DQG�6ZLW]HU-
ODQG��PDOHV�DQG�IHPDOHV�VKDUH�D�PRUH�HYHQO\�GLVWULEXWHG�
ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH�

ΖQ�������PRVW�JOREDO�KRPLFLGHV�����SHU�FHQW��WDUJHWHG�PHQ�
DQG�ER\V��ZLWK�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�FRPSULVLQJ�D�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�
VPDOOHU�VKDUH�����SHU�FHQW���+RZHYHU��ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�DUH�
GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�D΍HFWHG�E\�KRPLFLGH�SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�RU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��ZKLFK�DFFRXQWV�IRU�
���SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV��7KLV�KLJKOLJKWV�
WKH�KRPH�DV�WKH�PRVW�GDQJHURXV�SODFH�IRU�ZRPHQ�DQG�
JLUOV��0RUHRYHU�����SHU�FHQW�RI�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�FDVHV�
ODFN�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�YLFWLP�SHUSHWUDWRU�UHODWLRQVKLS��
SRWHQWLDOO\�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�KRPLFLGH�E\�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
RU�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�VWLOO�PRUH�YLFWLPV��

&RQYHUVHO\��PHQ�DQG�ER\V�DUH�PRUH�DW�ULVN�RI�EHLQJ�NLOOHG�
E\�VRPHRQH�RXWVLGH�WKHLU�IDPLO\��ZLWK�RQO\�DERXW����SHU�
FHQW�RI�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ������NLOOHG�E\�LQWLPDWH�
SDUWQHUV�RU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��DQG�ZLWK�VLPLODU�XQFHUWDLQWLHV�
LQ�FDVHV�ZLWKRXW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�YLFWLP�SHUSHWUDWRU�
UHODWLRQVKLS��7KDW�ZRPHQ�DUH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�D΍HFWHG�
E\�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�LV�D�SDWWHUQ�REVHUYHG�
LQ�DOO�ZRUOG�UHJLRQV��+RZHYHU��LQ�UHJLRQV�ZLWK�ORZHU�RYHUDOO�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��LQFOXGLQJ�ERWK�IDPLOLDO�DQG�
QRQ�IDPLOLDO�YLROHQFH��VXFK�DV�(XURSH�DQG�$VLD��WKH�SUR-
SRUWLRQ�RI�PDOH�KRPLFLGHV�UHODWHG�WR�IDPLO\�YLROHQFH�LV�
KLJKHU��QHDULQJ����SHU�FHQW��ΖQ�FRQWUDVW��LQ�UHJLRQV�ZLWK�
YHU\�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��OLNH�$IULFD��WKH�VKDUH�
GHFUHDVHV�WR�EHORZ����SHU�FHQW��

5HVHDUFK�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�LQWHQWLRQDO�NLOOLQJV�RI�\RXQJ�FKLO-
GUHQ�DUH�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�FRPPLWWHG�E\�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��
OLQNHG�WR�JHQGHU�VWHUHRW\SHV��IDPLO\�YLROHQFH�DQG�SDUHQWDO�
PHQWDO�KHDOWK�LVVXHV��$V�FKLOGUHQ�DJH��WKH�ULVN�VKLIWV�WR�
QRQ�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�\RXQJ�PHQ�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�IDFLQJ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJ�YLR-
OHQFH��*OREDOO\��FKLOGUHQ�EHORZ�WKH�DJH�RI����UHSUHVHQW�
RYHU����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV��DURXQG��������LQ�
�������ZLWK�PDOHV�FRPSULVLQJ�RYHU�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�FKLOG�
KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV��
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7KH�JHQGHU�GLVSDULW\�LQ�FKLOG�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQFUHDVHV�ZLWK�
DJH��WKHUH�WHQGV�WR�EH�SDULW\�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�DPRQJ�
PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�FKLOG�YLFWLPV�DJHG�����\HDUV��ZKLOH�LQ�
ROGHU�DJH�JURXSV�PDOHV�EHFRPH�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�PRUH�OLNHO\�
WKDQ�IHPDOHV�WR�IDOO�YLFWLP�WR�KRPLFLGH��'RPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�
WHQGV�WR�D΍HFW�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�VLPLODUO\��
ZKLOH�DPRQJ�ROGHU�FKLOGUHQ��PRUH�H[SRVHG�WR�QRQ�GRPHVWLF�
KRPLFLGH�ULVNV��\RXQJ�PDOHV�H[KLELW�KLJKHU�YXOQHUDELOLW\��

Interpersonal violence 
outside the family 

ΖQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�RXWVLGH�WKH�IDPLO\�LV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�
WR�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�TXDQWLI\�GXH�WR�OLPLWHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�
WKH�YLFWLP�SHUSHWUDWRU�UHODWLRQVKLS�DQG�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQ-
WH[W��ΖQVWDQFHV�FDQ�DULVH�LQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�IDFLQJ�WKUHDWV�WR�
OLYHOLKRRGV��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�VWUDLQHG�UHODWLRQV��/DQG�GLVSXWHV��
often driven by insecure land tenure, can also contribute 
WR�YLROHQFH��

ΖQ�WKH�1RUWK�5LIW�FRXQWLHV�RI�.HQ\D��GHDWKV�IURP�FDWWOH�
UXVWOLQJ�VXUJHG�E\�����SHU�FHQW�IURP������WR������DPRQJ�
SDVWRUDOLVW�FRPPXQLWLHV�IDFLQJ�LQFUHDVHG�FRPSHWLWLRQ�
GXH�WR�GURXJKWV��ΖQ�ΖQGLD��GLVSXWHV�RYHU�SURSHUW\�RU�ODQG�
FRQVWLWXWH����SHU�FHQW�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�PXUGHUV��VSDQQLQJ�
YDULRXV�VHFWRUV�DQG�LQYROYLQJ�ERWK�FRPPRQ�DQG�SULYDWH�
ODQGV��

:DWHU�DFFHVV�GLVSXWHV��H[DFHUEDWHG�E\�SRSXODWLRQ�JURZWK��
HFRQRPLF�H[SDQVLRQ�DQG�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��KDYH�OHG�WR�LQFUHDVHG�
YLROHQFH��'DWD�IURP�WKH�QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�7KH�
3DFLfiF�ΖQVWLWXWH�LQGLFDWH�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�LQFLGHQWV�
RI�YLROHQFH�OLQNHG�WR�ZDWHU�UHVRXUFHV�VLQFH�������ZLWK�PRVW�
of these events reported in Southern Asia, Sub-Saharan 
$IULFD�DQG�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��:KLOH�V\VWHPDWLF�JOREDO�GDWD�

RQ�KRPLFLGHV�IURP�VXFK�GLVSXWHV�DUH�ODFNLQJ��VSHFLfiF�
FRXQWU\�GDWD�UHYHDO�VLJQLfiFDQW�FRQFHUQV��LQFOXGLQJ�RYHU�
������YLROHQW�GHDWKV�LQ�1LJHULD�LQ������GXH�WR�FRQȵLFWV�
EHWZHHQ�IDUPHUV�DQG�SDVWRUDOLVWV�RYHU�ZDWHU�DQG�ODQG�
ΖQ�ΖQGLD��DOPRVW�����LQWHUSHUVRQDO�PXUGHUV�IURP������WR�
�����DUH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�ZDWHU�UHODWHG�FRQȵLFWV�

“Defenders” at risk 

6RFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGH�HQFRPSDVVHV�NLOOLQJV�E\�WHUURULVW�
JURXSV�DQG�WDUJHWHG�DVVDVVLQDWLRQV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV��LQFOXGLQJ�
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV��HQYLURQPHQWDO�DGYRFDWHV��FRP-
PXQLW\�OHDGHUV��MRXUQDOLVWV�DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DLG�ZRUNHUV��
*OREDO�GDWD�RQ�WKLV�W\SH�RI�KRPLFLGH�DUH�OLPLWHG��ZLWK�
OHVV�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�RI�FRXQWULHV�UHSRUWLQJ�WR�812'&�
WKURXJK�WKH�81�&76��+RZHYHU��LQ�FRXQWULHV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�
SROLWLFDO�LQVWDELOLW\��VRFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGHV�PD\�FRQVWLWXWH�
D�VLJQLfiFDQW�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�WRWDO�KRPLFLGHV��DV�VHHQ�LQ�
1LJHULD�DQG�0DOL��+XPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�
YXOQHUDEOH�WR�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�NLOOLQJV��PDNLQJ�WKHP�RQH�RI�
WKH�JURXSV�PRVW�DW�ULVN�

+XPDQLWDULDQ�DLG�ZRUNHUV�IDFH�VLJQLfiFDQW�GDQJHUV�DQG�
WKUHDWV�LQ�WKHLU�ZRUN��LQFOXGLQJ�NLGQDSSLQJV��LQMXULHV�DQG�
GHDWKV��'DWD�IURP�WKH�$LG�:RUNHU�6HFXULW\�'DWDEDVH�VKRZ�
that annual aid worker casualties had been on a down-
ZDUG�WUHQG�VLQFH�������EXW�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�IDWDOLWLHV�
IURP������WR������ZDV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�SHULRG�IURP������
WR�������:KLOH�RXWVLGH�WKH�SHULRG�FRYHUHG�LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW��
�����VDZ�WKH�ODUJHVW�QXPEHU�RI�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�DLG�ZRUN-
HUV�NLOOHG�Ȃ�����SHRSOH���LQ�DQ\�FRQȵLFW�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�
WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��ZLWK�WKH�VWDUW�RI�KRVWLOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�*D]D�
6WULS�DQG�ΖVUDHO�LQ�2FWREHU������XQWLO����1RYHPEHU������
ΖQ�WKH�\HDUV������������WKH�PDMRULW\�����SHU�FHQW��RI�NLOO-
LQJV�RI�DLG�ZRUNHUV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�6RXWK�6XGDQ��$IJKDQLVWDQ��
0\DQPDU��6RPDOLD�DQG�(WKLRSLD��ZLWK�WKHVH�QXPEHUV�VLJ-
QLfiFDQWO\�VXUSDVVLQJ�WKRVH�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�WKUHH�\HDUV��ΖQ�
������8NUDLQH�DOVR�ZLWQHVVHG�D�QRWDEOH�QXPEHU�RI�OHWKDO�
DWWDFNV�RQ�DLG�ZRUNHUV��7KH�DWWDFNV�YDU\�LQ�FRQWH[W�EXW�DUH�
RIWHQ�SROLWLFDOO\�PRWLYDWHG��ZLWK�D�PDMRULW\�RI�YLFWLPV�EHLQJ�
QDWLRQDO�VWD΍��6KRRWLQJ�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�PHWKRG�
XVHG�LQ�OHWKDO�DWWDFNV�LQ�������DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU����SHU�FHQW�
RI�FDVHV��IROORZHG�E\�DLUVWULNHV�DQG�VKHOOLQJ�DW���SHU�FHQW�

'DWD�RQ�KRPLFLGHV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�LV�SUHGRP-
LQDQWO\�VRXUFHG�IURP�*OREDO�:LWQHVV��D�QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�HVWLPDWLQJ�VXFK�LQFLGHQWV�JOREDOO\�
since 2012, based on searches in national and interna-
WLRQDO�GDWDEDVHV��PHGLD�VRXUFHV�DQG�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�ORFDO�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�WKH�UHOHYDQW�FRXQWULHV��7KLV�PHWKRG�KDV�
OLPLWDWLRQV��SRWHQWLDOO\�OHDGLQJ�WR�DQ�XQGHUUHSRUWLQJ�RI�
KRPLFLGHV�DQG�JHRJUDSKLF�ELDV�GXH�WR�UHOLDQFH�RQ�PHGLD�
DQG�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�UHSRUWLQJ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�*OREDO�:LWQHVV��
WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�������NLOOLQJV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�
JOREDOO\�VLQFH�������ZLWK����SHU�FHQW�LQYROYLQJ�LQGLJHQRXV�
SHUVRQV�DQG����SHU�FHQW�ZRPHQ��7KH�$PHULFDV�DFFRXQW�

Fig. 4 Global number and share of male and female 
KoPicide YictiPV aPonJ adXltV and cKildren� вавб
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IRU����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKHVH�KRPLFLGHV��IROORZHG�E\�$VLD�����
SHU�FHQW���$IULFD����SHU�FHQW��DQG�(XURSH�2FHDQLD��OHVV�
WKDQ���SHU�FHQW��

81(6&2
V�LQGLFDWRU���������XQGHU�6'*����PRQLWRUV�FDVHV�
RI�KDUP�WR�MRXUQDOLVWV��%HWZHHQ������DQG�������NLOOLQJV�RI�
MRXUQDOLVWV�ZHUH����SHU�FHQW�ORZHU�RQ�DYHUDJH�FRPSDUHG�
WR�WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�fiYH�\HDUV��ZLWK������PDUNLQJ�WKH�ORZHVW�
WROO�VLQFH�������6SLNHV�LQ�NLOOLQJV��QRWDEO\�LQ�������ZHUH�
OLQNHG�WR�FRQȵLFWV�LQ�8NUDLQH�DQG�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�FULPH��FRU-
UXSWLRQ�DQG�YLROHQFH�LQ�0H[LFR�DQG�+DLWL��0DOH�MRXUQDOLVWV�
DFFRXQWHG�IRU�RYHU����SHU�FHQW�RI�YLFWLPV��/DWLQ�$PHULFD��
WKH�&DULEEHDQ�DQG�$VLD�KDYH�VHHQ�WKH�KLJKHVW�DYHUDJH�
QXPEHU�RI�MRXUQDOLVW�NLOOLQJV�VLQFH�������1RWDEO\��1RUWKHUQ�
$IULFD�DQG�:HVWHUQ�$VLD�H[SHULHQFHG�D�GHFOLQH�LQ�MRXUQDOLVW�
GHDWKV�VLQFH������GXH�WR�UHGXFHG�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV�

Warning signs: SDG target to halve 
violence will not be met if trends 
continue

7KH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�D�FUXFLDO�LQGLFDWRU�DJUHHG�E\�0HPEHU�
6WDWHV�IRU�PHDVXULQJ�SURJUHVV�WRZDUGV�WDUJHW������RI�WKH�
6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV�WR�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�UHGXFH�DOO�
IRUPV�RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�UHODWHG�GHDWK�UDWHV�HYHU\ZKHUH��
ΖQ�D�PRUH��RSWLPLVWLF��VFHQDULR��FRQVLGHULQJ������DV�DQ�
H[FHSWLRQDO�\HDU�ZLWK�QR�LQȵXHQFH�RQ�IXWXUH�WUHQGV��SUR-
MHFWLRQV�RI�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�WR������VXJJHVW�D�JOREDO�UDWH�RI�
DURXQG�����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�E\������Ȃ�D�PRGHVW����
SHU�FHQW�GHFUHDVH�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH������UDWH�RI�����SHU�
��������SRSXODWLRQ��7KLV�IDOOV�ZHOO�VKRUW�RI�WKH�6'*�WDUJHW��
ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�LQWHUSUHWHG�WR�PHDQ�D�PLQLPXP����SHU�
FHQW�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�E\������

%DVHG�RQ�KLVWRULFDO�WUHQGV��WKH�GRZQZDUG�PRYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�
JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�FRQWLQXH�XQWLO�DW�OHDVW�
������1RQHWKHOHVV��WKLV�VWXG\�UHYHDOV�QXPHURXV�IDFWRUV�DQG�
PHJDWUHQGV�WKDW�FRXOG�LPSHGH�WKH�SURMHFWLRQV�RI�KLVWRULFDO�
WUHQGV��7KH�QDUUDWLYH�LV�FRPSOH[�Ȃ�IRU�H[DPSOH��FRQWLQXHG�
SRSXODWLRQ�JURZWK�PD\�OHDG�WR�DQ�DEVROXWH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�E\������GHVSLWH�GHFOLQLQJ�UDWHV��
0RUHRYHU��ZKHQ�DQDO\VLQJ�D�VSHFWUXP�RI�GHPRJUDSKLF��
VRFLRHFRQRPLF�DQG�FOLPDWH�UHODWHG�IDFWRUV��LW�LV�SODXVLEOH�
WKDW�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�PLJKW�HVFDODWH�LQ�VSHFLfiF�UHJLRQV��VXFK�
DV�$IULFD��RU�6RXWKHUQ�$VLD��7KLV�FRQWUDVWV�ZLWK�SRWHQWLDO�
GHFOLQHV�LQ�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKHUH�
DUH�MXVWLfiFDWLRQV�IRU�DQWLFLSDWLQJ�D�JHQHUDO�GHFUHDVH�LQ�
KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�E\�WKH�\HDU������

7KH�IXWXUH�ODQGVFDSH�RI�KRPLFLGH�ZLOO�EH�LQȵXHQFHG�E\�
IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�LQFUHDVHG�OLIH�H[SHFWDQF\��GHFOLQLQJ�IHU-
WLOLW\�UDWHV��VKLIWLQJ�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�SDWWHUQV�DQG�HYROYLQJ�
VRFLRHFRQRPLF�G\QDPLFV��7KHVH�PHJDWUHQGV�DUH�ERXQG�
WR�D΍HFW�GL΍HUHQW�UHJLRQV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�YDULRXV�ZD\V��
5HJLRQV�FRQVLGHUHG��KRW�VSRWV��IRU�YLROHQFH��OLNH�/DWLQ�

$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��PD\�EHFRPH�OHVV�DW�ULVN�FRP-
pared to areas in Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia 
XQGHUJRLQJ�PDMRU�WUDQVLWLRQV��7KH�LPSDFW�RI�DFFHOHUDWLQJ�
WHFKQRORJLFDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��VRFLDO�PHGLD�H[SRVXUH��MRE�
DXWRPDWLRQ�DQG�FOLPDWH�VKRFNV�RQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�
LV�KDUG�WR�SUHGLFW��$Q�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�H΍HFWV�RI�
FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��FKDQJH�LQ�DJH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�LQHTXDOLW\�RQ�
KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�XQWLO������LQ�WKLV�VWXG\�KLJKOLJKWV�$IULFD�DV�
WKH�PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH�UHJLRQ��WKDQNV�WR�D�JURZLQJ�SURSRUWLRQ�
RI�\RXQJ�SHRSOH���������ZKLFK�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�LQFUHDVH�XQWLO�
������VORZHU�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�LQHTXDOLW\�DQG�D�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�
RI�FOLPDWH�UHODWHG�VKRFNV�DQG�VWUHVVHV�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�
ZHDNHU�UHVSRQVH�FDSDFLWLHV�

Criminal justice responses 
to homicide

*OREDOO\��GDWD�IURP����FRXQWULHV�LQ������UHYHDO�WKDW�WKHUH�
DUH�IRXU�SHUVRQV�FRQYLFWHG�IRU�HYHU\����LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
YLFWLPV��5HJLRQDO�YDULDWLRQV�SHUVLVW�ZKHUH�GDWD�DUH�DYDLO-
DEOH��ZLWK�HLJKW�SHUVRQV�FRQYLFWHG�LQ�FRXQWULHV�RI�(XURSH��
IHZHU�WKDQ�WZR�LQ�FRXQWULHV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV��DQG�DOPRVW�
VL[�IRU�WKH�VDPH�QXPEHU�RI�YLFWLPV�LQ�FRXQWULHV�RI�$VLD��
7KHVH�SDWWHUQV��FRQVLVWHQW�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��VXJJHVW�FKURQLF�
LPSXQLW\�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�FRPSDUHG�WR�RWKHU�UHJLRQV��
DOWKRXJK�GL΍HUHQFHV�DFURVV�FRXQWULHV�DQG�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�
RI�RQH�SHUSHWUDWRU�NLOOLQJ�PXOWLSOH�YLFWLPV�RU�RQH�YLFWLP�
EHLQJ�NLOOHG�E\�PXOWLSOH�LQGLYLGXDOV�VKRXOG�DOVR�EH�WDNHQ�
LQWR�DFFRXQW��

$OWKRXJK�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�
FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�KDV�UHPDLQHG�VWDEOH��WKHUH�ZDV�D�
VOLJKW�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�UDWH�RI�VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�
LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
in countries with available data for 2021, particularly in 
WKH�$PHULFDV�

In 91 countries with data for 2021 or a recent year, an 
DYHUDJH�RI�����SHUVRQV�ZHUH�SURVHFXWHG�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�����YLFWLPV��
ZLWK�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZLWK�GDWD�SURVHFXWLQJ����
persons per 100,000, and countries with data in Europe 
SURVHFXWLQJ�RQO\�����SHU����������*OREDOO\��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
SHUVRQV�SURVHFXWHG�UHPDLQHG�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH��DQG�GXULQJ�
WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�VLJQLfiFDQW�GURS�Ȃ�LQ�
IDFW��VRPH�FRXQWULHV�HYHQ�H[SHULHQFHG�DQ�XSWLFN�LQ�SURV-
HFXWLRQV��1RWDEOH�H[FHSWLRQV�LQFOXGH�(O�6DOYDGRU��ZKLFK�
VDZ�D����SHU�FHQW�GHFOLQH�LQ�SURVHFXWLRQV�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�LQ������FRPSDUHG�WR�������SRWHQWLDOO\�LQȵX-
HQFHG�E\�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�OHJDO�ODQGVFDSH�DQG�WKH�LPSDFW�
RI�PHDVXUHV�WR�FRPEDW�JDQJ�UHODWHG�FULPH�

6RPH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�&DULEEHDQ�FRXQWULHV��JUDSSOLQJ�
ZLWK�ULVLQJ�YLROHQW�FULPH��DUH�UHVRUWLQJ�WR��VWDWHV�RI�HPHU-
JHQF\���GHSOR\LQJ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�DORQJVLGH�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�
DQG�HQJDJLQJ�FLWL]HQV�LQ�FULPH�FRQWURO��DQG�LQ�VRPH�FDVHV�
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UDLVLQJ�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�SRWHQWLDO�H[FHVVLYH�XVH�RI�IRUFH�DQG�
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV��$QWL�FULPH�PHDVXUHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�
FKDQJHV�LQ�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�Ȃ�VSOLQWHULQJ�RU�FRQVROLGDWLQJ�
FRQWURO�Ȃ�FDQ�LQȵXHQFH�OHYHOV�RI�YLROHQFH��XQGHUVFRULQJ�
WKH�FRPSOH[�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�VWDWH�DFWLRQV�DQG�FULPH�
G\QDPLFV��

ΖQ�FRXQWULHV�SULPDULO\�LQ�(XURSH��GDWD�IRU�WKH�\HDUV������
�����VKRZ�ȵXFWXDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FRQYLFWLRQV�IRU�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��:KLOH�WKHUH�ZHUH�GHFUHDVHV�LQ�FRQ-
YLFWLRQV�LQ������DQG�������D�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHVH�FRXQWULHV�
UHSRUWHG�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�RU�VWDEOH�QXPEHU�RI�FRQYLFWLRQV�
LQ�������7KLV�WUHQG�LV�REVHUYHG�QRW�RQO\�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGHV�EXW�DOVR�IRU�RWKHU�FULPHV�OLNH�UDSH�DQG�GUXJ�
WUDɝFNLQJ��'HVSLWH�D�VOLJKW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�������WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�
DYHUDJH�RI����SHU�FHQW�IHZHU�FRQYLFWLRQV�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD�WKDQ�LQ�������

7R�HYDOXDWH�WKH�VWDWH
V�UHVSRQVH�WR�YLROHQFH��XQGHUVWDQG-
LQJ�WKH�SURJUHVVLRQ�RI�FDVHV�WKURXJK�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�
V\VWHP�ȃ�DUUHVW��SURVHFXWLRQ��FRQYLFWLRQ�DQG�GHWHQWLRQ�ȃ�LV�
FUXFLDO��$WWULWLRQ�RFFXUV�DV�FDVHV�DQG�VXVSHFWV�GHFUHDVH�DW�
HDFK�VWDJH�GXH�WR�YDULRXV�UHDVRQV��VXFK�DV�ODFN�RI�HYLGHQFH�

RU�ZLWQHVVHV��0HDVXULQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�DW�HDFK�VWDJH�UHTXLUHV�
GDWD�IURP�PXOWLSOH�DJHQFLHV��SUHVHQWLQJ�FKDOOHQJHV�OLNH�
GLVFUHSDQFLHV�DQG�VWDWLVWLFDO�JDSV��

1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�WKHVH�REVWDFOHV��WUDFNLQJ�DUUHVWV��SURV-
HFXWLRQV�DQG�FRQYLFWLRQV�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
YLFWLPV�R΍HUV�YDOXDEOH�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�
V\VWHP
V�H΍HFWLYHQHVV�DQG�UHVRXUFH�QHHGV��+LJK�DWWULWLRQ�
DW�WKH�SURVHFXWLRQ�VWDJH�PD\�LQGLFDWH�D�QHHG�IRU�PRUH�
UHVRXUFHV�RU�WUDLQLQJ��+RPLFLGHV�ZLWKRXW�DUUHVWV��SURVH-
FXWLRQV�RU�FRQYLFWLRQV�FRQWULEXWH�WR�LPSXQLW\��SRWHQWLDOO\�
UHȵHFWLQJ�ZHDN�UXOH�RI�ODZ�RU�FKDOOHQJHV�LQ�VROYLQJ�FDVHV�
LQYROYLQJ�FHUWDLQ�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGHV��VXFK�DV�WKRVH�OLQNHG�
WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��+LJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�PD\�VWUDLQ�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW�FDSDFLWLHV��KLQGHULQJ�H΍HFWLYH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
DQG�SURFHVVLQJ�RI�FDVHV�

7KH�SHUVLVWHQFH�RI�VWDEOH�RU�LQFUHDVLQJ�QXPEHUV�RI�LQWHQ-
WLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�DQG�SURVHFXWLRQV��FRXSOHG�ZLWK�GHFUHDVLQJ�
FRQYLFWLRQV��PD\�VXJJHVW�D�EDFNORJ�RI�SUH�WULDO�GHWDLQHHV�
IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��HPSKDVL]LQJ�WKH�QHHG�WR�DGGUHVV�
UHODWHG�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�XSKROG�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�WKH�UXOH�
RI�ODZ�DQG�HTXDO�DFFHVV�WR�MXVWLFH�

Fig. 5 5ate of SriVonerV detained Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation� rate of SriVonerV detained for KoPicide Ser баа�ааа 
population and percentage of prisoners convicted of homicide, as a percentage of total prisoners, in selected 
reJionV and coXntrieV� вавб or lateVt \ear aYailaEle

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Regional and global figures are aggregates of countries with data. Number of 
countries in brackets.
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%DVHG�RQ�GDWD�IURP����FRXQWULHV�����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�SULVRQ�
SRSXODWLRQ�LV�VHQWHQFHG�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��ZLWK�
VLJQLfiFDQW�UHJLRQDO�YDULDWLRQ��ΖQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��SDUWLFXODUO\�
LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�DQG�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
KRPLFLGH�SULVRQHUV�H[FHHGV�WKH�JOREDO�DYHUDJH��1RUWK-
HUQ�$PHULFD��ZLWK�D�KLJK�WRWDO�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ��KDV����
KRPLFLGH�SULVRQHUV�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ��ΖQ�(XURSH��
(DVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�KLJKHU�UDWHV�RI�ERWK�
WRWDO�SULVRQHUV�DQG�KRPLFLGH�SULVRQHUV�SHU���������SRS-
XODWLRQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�RWKHU�VXEUHJLRQV��$XVWUDOLD�DQG�1HZ�
=HDODQG�KDYH�D�VLPLODU�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�SULVRQHUV�SHU�
FDSLWD�DV�1RUWKHUQ��6RXWKHUQ�DQG�:HVWHUQ�(XURSH��EXW�D�
KLJKHU�UDWH�RI�WRWDO�SULVRQHUV��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�ORZHU�VKDUH�RI�
SULVRQHUV�KHOG�IRU�KRPLFLGH��ΖQ�:HVWHUQ�$VLD��WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�KRPLFLGH�SULVRQHUV�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�LV�KLJKHU�
WKDQ�WKH�JOREDO�DYHUDJH��ZLWK�D�VKDUH�RI�SHUVRQV�KHOG�IRU�
KRPLFLGH�RXW�RI�DOO�SULVRQHUV�RI����SHU�FHQW��/LPLWHG�GDWD�
LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV�KLQGHUV�GUDZLQJ�FRQFOXVLYH�FRPSDULVRQV�
*OREDOO\��WKHUH�ZHUH�PRUH�WKDQ����PLOOLRQ�SHUVRQV�LQFDU-
FHUDWHG�LQ�������7KLV�ZRXOG�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�WKHUH�FRXOG�EH�
PRUH�WKDQ���PLOOLRQ�SHUVRQV�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��





 
CHAPTER 2
HOMICIDE TRENDS  
AND PATTERNS
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Introduction to the concept
of intentional  homicide
+RPLFLGH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�VFUXSXORXVO\�UHFRUGHG�FULPHV�
DQG�KRPLFLGH�GDWD�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�DPRQJ�WKH�PRVW�UHSUH-
VHQWDWLYH�DQG�FRPSDUDEOH�FULPH�LQGLFDWRUV��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�
IRU�PRQLWRULQJ�YLROHQW�GHDWKV��ΖQ�VRPH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��
KRPLFLGH�DOVR�UHSUHVHQWV�D�UHDVRQDEOH�SUR[\�IRU�YLROHQW�
FULPH�LQ�JHQHUDO��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�UREXVW�LQGLFDWRU�RI�OHYHOV�RI�
YLROHQFH��ERWK�DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO�DQG�IRU�ORQJLWXGLQDO�
DQG�FURVV�QDWLRQDO�FRPSDULVRQV�

7KH�GHfiQLWLRQ�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�Global 
Study on Homicide�LV�WKH�VDPH�DV�WKDW�GHYHORSHG�E\�WKH�
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�2ɝFH�RQ�'UXJV�DQG�&ULPH��812'&��LQ�WKH�
International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes 
(ICCS)��ZKLFK�GHfiQHV�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�DV�Ȋ8QODZIXO�
GHDWK�LQȵLFWHG�XSRQ�D�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�WKH�LQWHQW�WR�FDXVH�
GHDWK�RU�VHULRXV�LQMXU\ȋ� 7KLV�GHfiQLWLRQ�FRQWDLQV�WKUHH�
HOHPHQWV�FKDUDFWHUL]LQJ�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�D�SHUVRQ�DV�LQWHQ-
WLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�

�� 7KH�NLOOLQJ�RI�D�SHUVRQ�E\�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ
��REMHFWLYH�HOHPHQW�

�� The intent of the perpetrator to kill or seriously 
LQMXUH�WKH�YLFWLP��VXEMHFWLYH�HOHPHQW�

�� 7KH�XQODZIXOQHVV�RI�WKH�NLOOLQJ��ZKLFK�PHDQV�
that the law considers the perpetrator liable 
IRU�WKH�XQODZIXO�GHDWK��OHJDO�HOHPHQW�

)RU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWDWLVWLFDO�SXUSRVHV��DOO�NLOOLQJV�WKDW�PHHW�
the three criteria listed above are considered to be inten-
WLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��LUUHVSHFWLYH�RI�WKH�VSHFLfiF�GHfiQLWLRQV�
XVHG�E\�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKHLU�QDWLRQDO�OHJLVODWLRQ�RU�RWKHU�
QDWLRQDO�SUDFWLFHV�

7KH�GHfiQLWLRQV�XVHG�DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
OHYHOV�PD\�GL΍HU��DQG�WKH�FRQFHSWV�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�YLROHQW�
GHDWKV�IUDPHZRUN�EHORZ�PD\�RYHUODS�LQ�WKUHH�FRQWH[WV��
DUPHG�FRQȵLFW��WHUURULVP�DQG�NLOOLQJV�E\�6WDWH�DXWKRULWLHV��
)URP�D�VWDWLVWLFDO�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�WKHUH�LV�D�FOHDU�GLVWLQFWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�NLOOLQJV�E\�6WDWH�DXWKRULWLHV�WKDW�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�
WR�EH�OHJDO�LQWHUYHQWLRQV1�DQG�NLOOLQJV�E\�6WDWH�DXWKRULWLHV�
WKDW�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�XQODZIXO�DQG�WKDW�PXVW�WKHUHIRUH�EH�
FRXQWHG�DV�KRPLFLGH�2�7KH�GHfiQLWLRQ�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPL-
FLGH�LQ�Ζ&&6�LQFOXGHV�ȊH[WUDMXGLFLDO�NLOOLQJVȋ�DQG�ȊNLOOLQJV�
FDXVHG�E\�H[FHVVLYH�XVH�RI�IRUFH�E\�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�6WDWH�
RɝFLDOVȋ��EXW�H[FOXGHV�NLOOLQJV�GXH�WR�OHJDO�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�3
)URP�D�SUDFWLFDO�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��KRZHYHU��GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�
EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�WZR�FDWHJRULHV�PD\�EH�D�FKDOOHQJH�IRU�
VRPH�QDWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GDWD�V\VWHPV��$V�D�UHVXOW��
NLOOLQJV�E\�6WDWH�DXWKRULWLHV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�KRPLFLGH�
PD\�EH�XQGHUFRXQWHG�

ΖQ�FRQȵLFW�VLWXDWLRQV�LW�LV�RIWHQ�GLɝFXOW�WR�GLVHQWDQJOH�OHWKDO�
YLROHQFH�WKDW�LV�SDUW�RI�D�FRQȵLFW��LQFOXGLQJ�GHDWKV�IURP�
ZDU�RSHUDWLRQV���RU�RI�D�ORZHU�LQWHQVLW\�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�
FRQȵLFW��IURP�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��ERWK�E\�FRPEDWDQWV�
DQG�QRQ�FRPEDWDQWV����6LPLODUO\��LW�LV�VRPHWLPHV�GLɝFXOW�
WR�VHSDUDWH�W\SLFDO�FRPEDWDQW�JURXSV�IURP�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�JURXSV�DQG�WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQG��E\�H[WHQ-
VLRQ��WKH�GHDWKV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�YLROHQW�DFWLRQV�� The 
VHSDUDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�W\SHV�RI�GHDWK�LV�IXUWKHU�FRPSOLFDWHG�
E\�WKH�GLɝFXOWLHV�LQKHUHQW�LQ�WKH�VWDWLVWLFDO�UHFRUGLQJ�RI�
KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�ODUJH�VFDOH�FRQȵLFWV��

.LOOLQJV�E\�WHUURULVWV�DUH�GHHPHG�KRPLFLGHV�XQGHU�WKH�Ζ&&6�
FODVVLfiFDWLRQ�LI�WKH\�PHHW�WKH�WKUHH�FULWHULD�OLVWHG�DERYH�
�WKH�VSHFLfiF�FDWHJRU\�LV�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGH��� There 
FDQ��KRZHYHU��EH�FRQVLGHUDEOH�DPELJXLW\�DV�WR�ZKHWKHU�D�
SDUWLFXODU�LQWHQWLRQDO�NLOOLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�FRQ-

HOMICIDE TRENDS AND PATTERNS
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Fig. 1 Average annual number of deaths caused by 
KoPicide� terroriVP and conflict� вабйȁвавб 
average

6RXUFHV��+RPLFLGH�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��&RQ-
ȵLFW�GHDWK�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�IURP�WKH�8SSVDOD�&RQȵLFW�'DWD�3URJUDP�3HDFH�
5HVHDUFK�ΖQVWLWXWH�2VOR��8&'3�35Ζ2��$UPHG�&RQȵLFW�'DWDVHW��DYDLODEOH�DW�
KWWSV���XFGS�XX�VH�H[SORUDWRU\���DQG�LQFOXGH�GHDWKV�IURP�VWDWH�EDVHG�YLROHQFH��
QRQ�VWDWH�YLROHQFH��DQG�RQH�VLGHG�YLROHQFH��7HUURULVW�NLOOLQJV�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�
IURP�WKH�*OREDO�7HUURULVP�'DWDEDVH��7KH�*OREDO�7HUURULVP�'DWDEDVH�GHfiQHV�
D�WHUURULVW�DWWDFN�DV�WKH�WKUHDWHQHG�RU�DFWXDO�XVH�RI�LOOHJDO�IRUFH�DQG�YLROHQFH�
E\�D�QRQ�VWDWH�DFWRU�WR�DWWDLQ�D�SROLWLFDO��HFRQRPLF��UHOLJLRXV��RU�VRFLDO�JRDO�
WKURXJK�IHDU��FRHUFLRQ��RU�LQWLPLGDWLRQ��'DWD�RQ�WHUURULVW�NLOOLQJV�IRU�WKH�\HDU�
�����DUH�QRW�\HW�DYDLODEOH��KWWSV���ZZZ�VWDUW�XPG�HGX�JWG���
Note: Death as a result of terrorist activities is counted as intentional homicide 
(ICCS). International datasets on conflict deaths and terrorism, on the one hand, 
and UNODC homicide statistics, on the other, have a certain degree of overlap. 
The same killing may meet the ICCS criteria, the criteria of the Uppsala Conflict 
Data Program (UCDP) database and those of the Global Terrorism Database. 
When, for example, people are killed by a terrorist group outside of conflict 
zones. Violence stemming from terrorism is subject to a great deal of scrutiny 
by the international community. This can partly be attributed to the nature of 
the victimization, terrorism’s impact on public life, and media and political 
attention, as well as the actual number of lives lost. Conflict deaths include 
deaths from state-based violence and non-state conflict refers to deaths where 
there is use of armed force between warring parties in a conflict dyad. This 
includes traditional battlefield fighting, guerrilla activities (e.g. hit-and-run 
attacks / ambushes) and all kinds of bombardments of military units, cities and 
villages etc. Both deaths of military and civilians are included. One-sided 
violence deaths refer to deaths stemming from attacks carried out by organized 
actors, targeting unarmed civilians. 

ȵLFW��KRPLFLGH�RU�WHUURULVP��7KHUH�LV�QR�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�
DJUHHG�OLVW�RI�FRQȵLFWV�RU�RI�WHUURULVW�JURXSV���ΖQVXUJHQW�
JURXSV�PD\�EH�FODVVHG�DV�FRPEDWDQWV��WHUURULVWV��RU�VLPSO\�
FLYLOLDQV��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�FRQ-
ȵLFW��ΖQ�SUDFWLFH��VRPH�FRXQWULHV�GR�QRW�LQFOXGH�NLOOLQJV�E\�
JURXSV�WKH\�GHHP�WR�EH�ȊWHUURULVWȋ�JURXSV�LQ�WKHLU�QDWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�FRXQW�

Homicide is a bigger killer 
than armed conflict and terrorism 
combined
*OREDOO\��KRPLFLGH�DFFRXQWV�IRU�PDQ\�PRUH�GHDWKV�WKDQ�
FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�DQG�WHUURULVW�NLOOLQJV�FRPELQHG�
(fiJXUH����9�$Q�DQQXDO�DYHUDJH�RI�DURXQG���������GHDWKV�
ZRUOGZLGH�ZHUH�FDXVHG�E\�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�
SHULRG�����Ȃ������RI�ZKLFK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�DQQXDO�DYHUDJH�
RI��������FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WHUURULVP�10 The annual 
DYHUDJH�QXPEHU�RI�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�GXULQJ�WKH�VDPH�
SHULRG�ZDV���������QRW�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�OLYHV�ORVW�LQ�WKH�8NUDLQH�
FRQȵLFW�11�7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�KRPLFLGH�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�URXJKO\�
fiYH�WLPHV�DV�PDQ\�GHDWKV�DV�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�
SHULRG�DQG�IRU����WLPHV�DV�PDQ\�GHDWKV�DV�WHUURULVP�

'HVSLWH�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�SHULRG����������ZKLFK�
ZDV�SULPDULO\�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�HVFDODWLQJ�FRQȵLFWV�LQ�FRXQWULHV�
VXFK�DV�%XUNLQD�)DVR��(WKLRSLD��0DOL��6RPDOLD�DQG�8NUDLQH��
DYDLODEOH�KRPLFLGH�GDWD�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�WKH�JOREDO�EXUGHQ�RI�
KRPLFLGH�LQ������ZDV�VWLOO�GRXEOH�WKDW�RI�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV�΂�

ΖQ�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�GHDWKV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�
KRPLFLGH��WKRVH�DWWULEXWDEOH�WR�WHUURULVP�DQG�DUPHG�FRQ-
ȵLFW�DUH�PRUH�YDULDEOH�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��ZLWK�QRWLFHDEOH�
VSLNHV�LQ�ERWK�W\SHV�RI�NLOOLQJV�UHFRUGHG�DURXQG�������

Intentional
homicide

Negligent

Killings in 
self-defence

Killings in legal 
interventions with no 
excessive use of force

Related to criminal activities
Interpersonal
Sociopolitical

VIOLENT 
DEATHS

Killings
directly related 
to war/conflict

Self-inflicted 
deaths 

(suicides)

Non-conflict 
related deaths

Non-negligent

Non-
intentional 
homicide

440,000 

Homicide 

Terrorist killings

Conflict deaths

94,000 

22,000 
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Considerations for classifying conflict-related deaths and intentional homicides, 
and their overlap in conflict situations

ΖQ�FRQȵLFW�VLWXDWLRQV��UHFRJQL]LQJ�DQG�FODVVLI\LQJ�GHDWKV�DV�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�RU�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV��RU�ERWK��FDQ�
EH�D�FRPSOH[�PDWWHU�GXH�WR�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�OHJDO��RSHUDWLRQDO�
DQG�VWDWLVWLFDO�FKDOOHQJHV��The International Classification of 
Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS)�GHfiQHV�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
DV�ȊXQODZIXO�GHDWK�LQȵLFWHG�XSRQ�D�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�WKH�LQWHQW�WR�
FDXVH�GHDWK�RU�VHULRXV�LQMXU\ȋ��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�PXUGHU��KRQRXU�
NLOOLQJ��VHULRXV�DVVDXOW�OHDGLQJ�WR�GHDWK��GHDWK�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�
WHUURULVW�DFWLYLWLHV��IHPLFLGH��LQIDQWLFLGH��H[WUDMXGLFLDO�NLOOLQJV�
DQG�PRUH�

7R�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�VKRXOG�EH�FRXQWHG�
DV�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�RU�QRW��WKH�LQWHQW�RI�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�
DQG�WKH�OHJDOLW\�RI�WKH�NLOOLQJ�QHHG�WR�EH�GHWHUPLQHG��LQ�RWKHU�
ZRUGV��WKH�HYDOXDWLRQ�KDV�ERWK�D�VXEMHFWLYH�DQG�OHJDO�HOHPHQW��
$V�D�VWDWLVWLFDO�WRRO�WR�FODVVLI\�R΍HQFHV��Ζ&&6�LV�QRW�SUHVFULSWLYH�
DERXW�KRZ�FRXQWULHV�VKRXOG�GHWHUPLQH�LQWHQW��QRU�KDV�DQ\�
EHDULQJ�RQ�WKH�OHJDO�DVSHFW��VLQFH�WKH�OHJDOLW\�RI�D�VSHFLfiF�
DFW�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ�

Ζ&&6�R΍HUV�VWDWLVWLFDO�FDWHJRULHV�IRU�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�WKDW�
DUH�QRW�FODVVLfiHG�DV�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LQWHQW�
�DV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�DXWKRULW\��DQG�OHJDOLW\�
SULQFLSOHV��DV�GHWHUPLQHG�LQ��LQWHUQDWLRQDO��ODZ���)RU�H[DPSOH��
Ζ&&6�FDWHJRU\��������UHODWHG�WR�KRPLFLGH�FRQFHUQV�XQODZIXO�
NLOOLQJV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW��7KHVH�DUH�GHfiQHG�DV�
ȊDFWV�WKDW�UHVXOW�LQ�GHDWK�RU�VHULRXV�LQMXU\��RU�LQWHQG�WR�FDXVH�
GHDWK�RU�VHULRXV�LQMXU\�LQ�YLRODWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODZV�DQG�FXVWRPV�
DSSOLFDEOH�LQ�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�DV�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�5RPH�6WDWXWH�
DQG�WKH�*HQHYD�&RQYHQWLRQV�������ȋ�

7KH�VSHFLfiF�FODVVLfiFDWLRQ�RI�YLROHQW�GHDWKV�LQ�VLWXDWLRQV�RI�
FRQȵLFW�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�GLɝFXOW�DV�LW�LV�FRQFHSWXDOO\�FKDOOHQJLQJ�
WR�GLVFULPLQDWH�EHWZHHQ�GL΍HUHQW�IRUPV�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH��)RU�
H[DPSOH��LW�FDQ�EH�GLɝFXOW�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�W\SLFDO�FRPEDWDQW�
JURXSV�IURP�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV�DQG�WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]D-
WLRQV��0RUHRYHU��IRUPV�RI�DUPHG�FRQIURQWDWLRQV�DUH�JURZLQJ�
LQFUHDVLQJO\�FRPSOH[��ZLWK�WKH�WDUJHWLQJ�RI�FLYLOLDQV�RU�PLOLWDU\�
KRUV�GH�FRPEDW�LQFUHDVLQJO\�XVHG�DV�D�FRQȵLFW�WDFWLF��LQFUHDVHG�
XVH�RI�XQPDQQHG�DHULDO�YHKLFOHV��HWF���a

ΖQ�WKLV�FRQWLQXXP�RI�YLROHQFH��GL΍HUHQWLDWLQJ�WKH�FRXQW�RI�
GHDWKV�VWULFWO\�UHODWHG�WR�FRQȵLFWV� IURP�GHDWKV�UHODWHG�WR�
XQODZIXO�NLOOLQJV�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�QDWXUH�
RI�WKH�SUREOHP�DQG�WKH�WRROV�DYDLODEOH�WR�UHVROYH�LW��)URP�
D�SROLF\�SHUVSHFWLYH��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�
XQODZIXO�NLOOLQJV�DQG�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�NLOOLQJV�LQ�DOO�VLWXDWLRQV��
LQFOXGLQJ�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV��VLQFH�XQODZIXO�NLOOLQJV�DUH�
WR�EH�SURVHFXWHG�E\�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�LQVWLWXWLRQV��ZKLOH�WKH�
RWKHUV�DUH�QRW�

7KH�GL΍HUHQW�FDWHJRULHV�RI�YLROHQW�GHDWK�LQ�FRQȵLFW�VLWXDWLRQV�
KDYH�EHHQ�GHfiQHG�DQG�FODVVLfiHG�LQ�Ζ&&6�DQG��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�
WKH�GHfiQLWLRQ�RI�FRQȵLFW��NLOOLQJV�FRQVLGHUHG�LQ�Ζ&&6�DV�LQWHQ-
WLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�PD\�SDUWLDOO\�RYHUODS�ZLWK�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV��
&RQVLGHULQJ�WKH�SROLF\�UHOHYDQFH�RI�FRXQWLQJ�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV�
LQ�WKHLU�WRWDOLW\��LQFOXGLQJ�XQODZIXO�RU�ODZIXO�NLOOLQJV��DQG�WKH�
QHHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ�FRQVLVWHQF\�ZLWK�Ζ&&6��IRXU�W\SHV�RI�LQWHQ-
WLRQDO�NLOOLQJV�FDQ�EH�LGHQWLfiHG�ZKHQ�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�WRWDOLW\�
RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�
LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�FRQȵLFW�VLWXDWLRQV�

1. /DZIXO�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV�GXH�WR�ZDU�RSHUDWLRQV�WKDW�IDOO�
RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�

2. 8QODZIXO�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�FRPEDWDQWV�WKDW�
DUH�LQ�EUHDFK�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�ODZ�DQG�
FRQVLGHUHG�ZDU�FULPHV��7KHVH�DUH�FRYHUHG�XQGHU�Ζ&&6�
FDWHJRU\�������ȊZDU�FULPHVȋ�DQG�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�FULPL-
QDO�R΍HQFHV�

3. 8QODZIXO�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�FRPEDWDQWV�
RXWVLGH�RI�FRPEDW�RSHUDWLRQV�WKDW�GR�QRW�DPRXQW�WR�ZDU�
FULPHV��7KHVH�DUH�FRYHUHG�XQGHU�Ζ&&6�FDWHJRU\������
ȊXQODZIXO�NLOOLQJ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWȋ�DQG�DUH�
FRQVLGHUHG�FULPLQDO�R΍HQFHV�

4. ΖQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�XQUHODWHG�WR�WKH�FRQȵLFW�FRP-
PLWWHG�E\�QRQ�FRPEDWDQWV��7KHVH�DUH�FRYHUHG�XQGHU�
Ζ&&6�FDWHJRU\������ȊLQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHȋ��WDNLQJ�LQWR�
DFFRXQW�WKH�H[FOXVLRQV�OLVWHG�LQ�Ζ&&6��VXFK�DV�GHDWK�GXH�
WR�OHJDO�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�DQG�MXVWLfiDEOH�KRPLFLGH�LQ�VHOI�GH-
IHQFH��DQG�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�FULPLQDO�R΍HQFHV�

Classifying armed conflict
$VLGH�IURP�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�RYHUODS�ZLWK�KRPLFLGH��LQ�RUGHU�WR�
SURSHUO\�GHVLJQDWH�D�GHDWK�DV�ȊFRQȵLFW�UHODWHGȋ��LW�LV�FUXFLDO�WR�
GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RFFXUUHG�
FDQ�EH�FODVVLfiHG�DV�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW��ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�
ODZ�EURDGO\�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�EHWZHHQ�WZR�W\SHV�RI�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�b
����LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV��ZKLFK�H[LVW�ZKHUHYHU�WKHUH�LV�
DUPHG�IRUFH�EHWZHHQ�6WDWHV�c�DQG�����QRQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUPHG�
FRQȵLFWV��RU�LQWHUQDO�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW���ZKLFK�RFFXU�ZKHQHYHU�
WKHUH�LV�SURWUDFWHG�DUPHG�YLROHQFH�EHWZHHQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�
DXWKRULWLHV�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�DUPHG�JURXSV�RU�EHWZHHQ�VXFK�
JURXSV�ZLWKLQ�D�6WDWH�d

UN
LA
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DEATHS
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ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�LQ�SDUW�WR�WKH�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�LQ�WKH�
Syrian Arab Republic (fiJXUH�����<HW�ZKLOH�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV�
FDQ�FDXVH�PDQ\�PRUH�GHDWKV�DW�VSHFLfiF�SRLQWV�LQ�WLPH��
VXFK�DV�GXULQJ�WKH�5ZDQGDQ�JHQRFLGH�LQ�������KRPLFLGH�
DFFRXQWV�IRU�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�PRUH�OLYHV�ORVW�RYHU�WLPH��6LQFH�
������DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�ZRUOGZLGH�KDYH�
ORVW�WKHLU�OLYHV�WR�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�DQ�
HVWLPDWHG���������GHDWKV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV�
DQG�URXJKO\�����PLOOLRQ�UHODWHG�WR�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW��7KH�FXPX-
ODWLYH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�UHFRUGHG�JOREDOO\�VLQFH�
�����LV�URXJKO\�HTXDO�WR�WKH�HQWLUH�SRSXODWLRQV�RI�ODUJH�
XUEDQ�DJJORPHUDWLRQV΂��VXFK�DV�/RQGRQ��8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�
RI�*UHDW�%ULWDLQ�DQG�1RUWKHUQ�ΖUHODQG���7HKUDQ��ΖVODPLF�
5HSXEOLF�RI�ΖUDQ���1DJR\D��-DSDQ��RU�+\GHUDEDG��ΖQGLD��

Extent of intentional homicide 
in absolute numbers
ΖW�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�URXJKO\���������YLFWLPV�
RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�ZRUOGZLGH�LQ�������PHDQLQJ�WKDW�
DQ�DYHUDJH�RI����LQGLYLGXDOV�ORVW�WKHLU�OLYHV�WR�KRPLFLGDO�
YLROHQFH�HYHU\�VLQJOH�KRXU��7KLV�JOREDO�HVWLPDWH�LV�EDVHG�
RQ�WKH�XSGDWHG�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�GDWDVHW��ZKLFK�
GUDZV�RQ�QDWLRQDO�GDWD�VXEPLWWHG�WR�812'&�E\�0HPEHU�
6WDWHV�WKURXJK�WKH�DQQXDO�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6XUYH\V�RQ�&ULPH�
7UHQGV�DQG�WKH�2SHUDWLRQV�RI�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�6\VWHPV�
�81�&76��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�GDWD�VRXUFHV�

$FFRXQWLQJ�IRU�DQ�HVWLPDWHG���������YLFWLPV��WKH�ODUJHVW�
QXPEHU�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ������ZDV�LQ�$IULFD��IRO-
ORZHG�E\�WKH�$PHULFDV��ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ���������YLFWLPV��ΖQ�
$VLD��DQ�HVWLPDWHG���������SHRSOH�ZHUH�NLOOHG�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�
LQ�������ZKLOH�WKH�fiJXUH�ZDV��������LQ�(XURSH�DQG�������
in Oceania (fiJXUH�������7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�$IULFD�DFFRXQWHG�

Fig. 2 Number of deaths caused by homicide, 
arPed conflict and terroriVP� ваааȁвавб

6RXUFHV��+RPLFLGH�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��&RQ-
ȵLFW�GHDWK�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�IURP�WKH�8&'3�35Ζ2�$UPHG�&RQȵLFW�'DWDVHW��DYDLODEOH�
at KWWSV���XFGS�XX�VH�H[SORUDWRU\��DQG�LQFOXGH�GHDWKV�IURP�VWDWH�EDVHG�YLR-
OHQFH��QRQ�VWDWH�YLROHQFH�DQG�RQH�VLGHG�YLROHQFH��7HUURULVW�NLOOLQJV�HVWLPDWHV�
DUH�IURP�WKH�*OREDO�7HUURULVP�'DWDEDVH��DYDLODEOH�DW�KWWSV���ZZZ�VWDUW�XPG�
HGX�JWG����'DWD�RQ�WHUURULVW�NLOOLQJV�IRU�WKH�\HDU����΂�DUH�QRW�\HW�DYDLODEOH�

ΖQ�WKH�FDVH�RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV�� LW� LV�SRVVL-
EOH�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�GHFODUHG�ZDUV�ZKHUH�WKH�VWDWH�
RI�ZDU�LV�UHFRJQL]HG�E\�WKH�SDUWLHV�FRQFHUQHG�DQG�RWKHU�
IRUPV�RI�LQWHU�6WDWH�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�WKDW�GR�QRW�GHSHQG�RQ�
KRZ�WKH�SDUWLHV�GHfiQH�WKHP�EXW�UDWKHU�RQ�YHULfiDEOH�IDFWV�
LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�HVWDEOLVKHG�REMHFWLYH�FULWHULD��7KHVH�
FRQGLWLRQV�DUH�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�KRVWLOLW\�EHWZHHQ�6WDWHV�
SDUWLHV�PRWLYDWHG�E\�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�WR�KDUP�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�e

ΖQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�QRQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV��KRVWLOLWLHV�
WDNH�SODFH�HLWKHU�EHWZHHQ�RQH��RU�PRUH��DUPHG�JURXS�V��
DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�IRUFHV�RU�VROHO\�EHWZHHQ�DUPHG�JURXSV��
$�QRQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�LV�GLVWLQFW�IURP�VLWXD-
tions of internal disturbances and tensions, such as riots, 
isolated and sporadic acts of violence and other acts of 
D�VLPLODU�QDWXUH�f 7KH�GLɝFXOW\�OLHV�LQ�DVVHVVLQJ�ZKHWKHU�
D�FRQȵLFW�VLWXDWLRQ�KDV�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�ȊSURWUDFWHG�
DUPHG�YLROHQFHȋ��6RPH�RI�WKH�FULWHULD�WKDW�PD\�EH�XVHG�
IRU�VXFK�DVVHVVPHQW�DUH�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�WKH�YLROHQFH�DQG�
WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDUWLHV�J�+RZHYHU��QR�GHfiQLWLRQ�
H[LVWV�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ�IRU�HLWKHU�RI�WKHVH�WZR�FRQFHSWV�

$QRWKHU�DVSHFW�WKDW�PD\�EH�WDNHQ�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�ZKHQ�
GHfiQLQJ�DQ�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�LV�WKH�PRWLYHV�RI�WKH�QRQ�JRY-
HUQPHQWDO�JURXSV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�FRQȵLFW�VLWXDWLRQ�h Groups 
WKDW�DUH�DLPLQJ�WR�DFKLHYH�D�SROLWLFDO�REMHFWLYH�FDQ�EH�FRQ-
VLGHUHG�DV�SDUWLHV�WR�QRQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV��
ZKLOH�SXUHO\�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VXFK�DV�PDfiD�JURXSV�
RU�WHUULWRULDO�JDQJV�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�SDUWLHV�WR�
D�QRQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�FXU-
UHQWO\�QR�OHJDO�EDVLV�IRU�WKLV�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ��
7KLV�ZRXOG�DOVR�SURYH�GLɝFXOW�WR�LPSOHPHQW�LQ�SUDFWLFH��
DV�WKH�PRWLYHV�RI�DUPHG�JURXSV�DUH�QHYHU�XQLIRUP�DQG�
FDQQRW�DOZD\V�EH�FOHDUO\�LGHQWLfiHG�

$GGLQJ�WR�WKLV�FRQFHSWXDO�FRPSOH[LW\��WKH�FODVVLfiFDWLRQ�RI�
DUPHG�YLROHQFH�DOVR�KDV�D�SROLWLFDO�GLPHQVLRQ��6WDWHV�PD\�
EH�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�ODEHO�D�FRQȵLFW�VLWXDWLRQ�DV�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHQ\�DSSOLFDELOLW\�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�
ODZ��7KHUH�LV�QR�LQGHSHQGHQW�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ERG\�DXWKRUL]HG�
WR�FODVVLI\�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV��

D� 6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��'DYLHV��6���3DWWHUVRQ��7��DQG��EHUJ��0���Ȋ2UJDQL]HG�
YLROHQFH�΂���Ȃ���΂�DQG�GURQH�ZDUIDUHȋ��Journal of Peace Research 
2022��YRO������1R����-XQH��������SS�����Ȃ�΂��

E� 9LW«��6���Ȋ7\SRORJ\�RI�DUPHG�FRQIOLFWV�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�
ODZ��OHJDO�FRQFHSWV�DQG�DFWXDO�VLWXDWLRQVȋ��International Review of the 
Red Cross��YRO���΂��1R�������0DUFK�������

F &RPPRQ�$UWLFOH���RI�WKH�*HQHYD�&RQYHQWLRQV�

G� &RPPRQ�$UWLFOH���RI�WKH�*HQHYD�&RQYHQWLRQV�DQG�$UWLFOH�΂�RI�
$GGLWLRQDO�3URWRFRO�ΖΖ�

H� 9LW«��6���Ȋ7\SRORJ\�RI�DUPHG�FRQIOLFWV�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�
ODZ��OHJDO�FRQFHSWV�DQG�DFWXDO�VLWXDWLRQVȋ��International Review of the 
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I� $UWLFOH�΂����RI�$GGLWLRQDO�3URWRFRO�ΖΖ�
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Fig. 3 0aJnitXde of intentional KoPicide� E\ reJion and aYailaEle coXntr\� вавб or lateVt \ear aYailaEle
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IRU�URXJKO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�JOREDOO\�LQ�
������ZKLOH�WKH�$PHULFDV�DFFRXQWHG�IRU����SHU�FHQW��$VLD�
IRU����SHU�FHQW��(XURSH�IRU���SHU�FHQW�DQG�2FHDQLD�IRU�
IHZHU�WKDQ���SHU�FHQW�

/DUJH�GLVSDULWLHV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�OHYHOV�DUH�DOVR�DSSDUHQW�DW�
WKH�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO��ΖQGHHG��D�YHU\�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�ODUJH��
SRSXORXV�FRXQWULHV�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�VKDUH�RI�WKH�
HVWLPDWHG�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�WROO�RI���������YLFWLPV�LQ�������
)RU�H[DPSOH��%UD]LO�DQG�1LJHULD��ZKLFK�MRLQWO\�PDNH�XS���
per cent of the world population, accounted for around 
RQH�fiIWK�����SHU�FHQW��RI�DOO�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ZRUOGZLGH���

7DNHQ�WRJHWKHU��WKH����FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�WKH�ODUJHVW�DEVROXWH�
QXPEHUV�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�DFFRXQW�IRU�DURXQG����SHU�
FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ZRUOGZLGH��GHVSLWH�UHSUHVHQW-
LQJ�RQO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ��fiJXUH������
$V�GL΍HUHQFHV�LQ�DEVROXWH�QXPEHUV�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�
EHWZHHQ�UHJLRQV�DQG�FRXQWULHV�DUH�DOVR�D�UHȵHFWLRQ�RI�GLI-
IHUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�VL]H�RI�UHJLRQDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�SRSXODWLRQV��
KRZHYHU��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�H[DPLQH�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�KRPLFLGH�
LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ��

Extent of homicide by rate

$OWKRXJK�WKH�PDJQLWXGH�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�PD\�EH�
HDVLHU�WR�FRQFHLYH�RI�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�DEVROXWH�QXPEHU�RI�
YLFWLPV��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�E\�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�EHWWHU�VXLWHG�
WR�FDSWXULQJ�WKH�UHODWLYH�ULVN�RI�IDOOLQJ�YLFWLP�WR�KRPLFLGH�
LQ�D�VSHFLfiF�UHJLRQ�RU�FRXQWU\��7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH�WKH�KRPL-
FLGH�UDWH�WDNHV�LQWR�DFFRXQW�GL΍HUHQFHV�DFURVV�UHJLRQV�
DQG�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�SRSXODWLRQ�VL]H�DQG�SRSXODWLRQ�
JURZWK��7KH�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ������LV�HVWLPDWHG�DW�����
YLFWLPV�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ����7KLV�HVWLPDWH�UHSUHVHQWV�
DQ�LPSURYHPHQW�LQ�GDWD�TXDOLW\�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�JOREDO�
HVWLPDWHV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�SUHYLRXV�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�Global 
Study on Homicide, EXW�WKHUH�LV�VWLOO�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�GHJUHH�
RI�XQFHUWDLQW\�DURXQG�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�QXPHURXV�
FRXQWULHV��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�LQ�$IULFD��$VLD�DQG�2FHDQLD���

$OWKRXJK�WKH�DEVROXWH�QXPEHU�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�
ZDV�KLJKHVW�LQ�$IULFD�LQ�������WKHUH�ZDV�D�JUHDWHU�ULVN�RI�
EHLQJ�NLOOHG�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�WKDQ�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU�
UHJLRQ��fiJXUH�����DV�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�LV�
HVWLPDWHG�DW����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�
�����LQ�$IULFD������LQ�2FHDQLD������LQ�$VLD�DQG�����LQ�(XURSH�

Fig. 4 Total number of homicide victims, 
E\ reJion� вавб

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Uncertainty bands represent possible estimation errors due to the 
imputation of missing values at the country level. The bands do not represent 
probability confidence intervals. The estimates are based on the latest available 
data, which remain limited, especially in Africa and Asia. The size of the error 
bars provides an indication of the level of uncertainty that the estimates carry 
at the regional level.

Fig. 5 Homicide rate (victims of intentional homicide 
Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation�� E\ reJion� вавб

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Uncertainty bands represent possible estimation errors due to the 
imputation of missing values at the country level. The bands do not represent 
probability confidence intervals. The estimates are based on the latest available 
data, which remain limited, especially in Africa and Asia. The size of the error 
bars provides an indication of the level of uncertainty that the estimates carry 
at the regional level.
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Fig. 6 &oXntrieV witK tKe KiJKeVt or loweVt KoPicide rateV in Velected VXEreJionV� вавб or lateVt \ear Vince вабй witK 
available data 

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��'DWD�IRU�&XED�DUH�IURP���΂��

Note: Countries and territories with a population of less than 1 million and countries with no available homicide data for the period 2019–2021 are not considered for 
the comparison.
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$�WRWDO�RI����FRXQWULHV�DQG�WHUULWRULHV�KDG�D�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
DERYH����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�������PRVW�RI�WKHP�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�����LQ�WRWDO���WKUHH�LQ�$IULFD��6RXWK�$IULFD��
/HVRWKR�DQG�1LJHULD��DQG�RQH�LQ�$VLD��0\DQPDU��19 Taken 
WRJHWKHU��WKHVH����FRXQWULHV�DQG�WHUULWRULHV�PDNH�XS�VRPH�
���SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ��\HW�WKH\�DFFRXQWHG�
IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�WROO�LQ�
������7KDW�VDLG��HLJKW�RI�WKHP�DUH�VPDOO�LVODQGV�LQ�WKH�
&DULEEHDQ�ZLWK�D�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�OHVV�WKDQ���PLOOLRQ��ZKLFK�
PHDQV�WKDW�WKHLU�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�DUH�KLJKO\�YDULDEOH�DQG�
WKDW�MXVW�D�IHZ�KRPLFLGHV�FDQ�OHDG�WR�D�GUDPDWLF�FKDQJH�
LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��

$V�UHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�DUH�H΍HFWLYHO\�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�DOO�WKH�FRXQWULHV�ORFDWHG�LQ�D�VSHFLfiF�
UHJLRQ��WKH\�LQHYLWDEO\�PDVN�FRQVLGHUDEOH�YDULDELOLW\�LQ�OHYHOV�
RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�ZLWKLQ�UHJLRQV��VXEUHJLRQV�DQG�EHWZHHQ�
countries (fiJXUH�����ΖQ�������WKH�KLJKHVW�QDWLRQDO�KRPL-
FLGH�UDWH�LQ�6RXWK�(DVWHUQ�$VLD��0\DQPDU���IRU�H[DPSOH��
ZDV�URXJKO\����WLPHV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�ORZHVW��6LQJDSRUH��
DQG�WKH�KLJKHVW�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�
�-DPDLFD��ZDV����WLPHV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�ORZHVW��&XED��20

ΖQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DQG�6RXWK�$PHULFD��GLVSDULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�
QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�DUH�DOVR�ODUJH��EXW�OHVV�SURQRXQFHG��
)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�������WKH�KLJKHVW�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��+RQGXUDV��ZDV�URXJKO\�VHYHQ�WLPHV�

KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�ORZHVW��1LFDUDJXD��DQG�WKH�KLJKHVW�QDWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��&RORPELD��ZDV�HLJKW�WLPHV�
KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�ORZHVW��%ROLYLD��3OXULQDWLRQDO�6WDWH�RI���

ΖQ�(XURSH��GLVSDULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�YDU\�
E\�VXEUHJLRQ��ΖQ�:HVWHUQ�(XURSH��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�KLJKHVW�
QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�������)UDQFH��ZDV�URXJKO\�GRXEOH�
WKH�ORZHVW��6ZLW]HUODQG���ZKLOH�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�(XURSH��WKH�
KLJKHVW��/DWYLD��ZDV�VHYHQ�WLPHV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�ORZHVW�
�ΖUHODQG���FRPSDUDEOH�WR�WKH�GLVSDULW\�EHWZHHQ�QDWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��DOEHLW�DW�D�PXFK�ORZHU�
level (fiJXUH�����0HDQZKLOH��LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��WKH�KLJKHVW�
QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��5XVVLDQ�)HGHUDWLRQ��ZDV����WLPHV�
KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�ORZHVW��&]HFKLD���D�JUHDWHU�GLVSDULW\�WKDQ�
LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�

$OWKRXJK�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�\HW�WR�UHOHDVH�WKHLU������
KRPLFLGH�fiJXUHV��DYDLODEOH�GDWD�LQGLFDWH�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�
JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�������RZLQJ�IRU�WKH�PRVW�SDUW�WR�
D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�$VLD�DQG�WR�D�
OHVVHU�H[WHQW�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��:KLOH�WKLV�GHFUHDVH�SDUWLDOO\�
R΍VHWV�WKH�VLJQLfiFDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
REVHUYHG�LQ�������LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�VHYHUDO�FRXQ-
tries in Africa and in the Caribbean that have reported 2022 
GDWD�H[SHULHQFHG�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��LQGLFDWLQJ�D�SUREDEOH�ULVH�LQ�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKRVH�UHJLRQV�IURP������WR������21

Map 1 +oPicide rate E\ coXntr\ or territor\� вавб or lateVt aYailaEle \ear Vince вабж

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Notes: The following countries and territories count offences instead of victims: Belgium, Benin, Burundi, Cameroon, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Gibraltar, Guam, Indonesia, 
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, Philippines, Thailand, United States Virgin Islands, Zambia.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Final boundary 
between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and 
Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. A dispute exists between the 
Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

Homicide rate by country or territory, 2021 or latest available year since 2016
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Global homicide trend
)OXFWXDWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�DURXQG���������DQG���������YLFWLPV�
DQQXDOO\��WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�UHFRUGHG�ZRUOG-
ZLGH�HDFK�\HDU�KDV�UHPDLQHG�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�
two decades (fiJXUH�����6LQFH�������WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�OLWWOH�
LPSURYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�DEVROXWH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�DW�
WKH�JOREDO�OHYHO��ZLWK������EHLQJ�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�OHWKDO�\HDU�
LQ�ZKLFK�URXJKO\���������SHRSOH�ZHUH�NLOOHG�LQWHQWLRQDOO\��

PRUH�WKDQ�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU�\HDU�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�WZR�GHFDGHV�
(fiJXUH�����$OWKRXJK�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�
RQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�YDULHG�DFURVV�FRXQWULHV�LQ������22

WKH�QRWLFHDEOH�VSLNH�LQ�NLOOLQJV�LQ������FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�
LQ�SDUW�WR�WKH�HFRQRPLF�UHSHUFXVVLRQV�RI�&29Ζ'�UHODWHG�
restrictions,23�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�DQ�HVFDODWLRQ�RI�JDQJ�UHODWHG�
DQG�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�
(FXDGRU�DQG�0\DQPDU�

:KHQ�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�JOREDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�
LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ��WKH�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WR�KDYH�GHFOLQHG�E\����SHU�FHQW�EHWZHHQ�
�����DQG�������IURP�����WR�����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ��
ZKLFK�UHȵHFWV�WKH�IDFW�WKH�DEVROXWH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
KDV�UHPDLQHG�VRPHZKDW�VWDEOH�GHVSLWH�WKH�UDSLG�JURZWK�
RI�WKH�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ���

7KH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�LQGLFDWRUV�DJUHHG�RQ�
E\�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�IRU�PHDVXULQJ�SURJUHVV�WRZDUGV�WDUJHW�
�����RI�WKH�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV��Ȋ6LJQLfiFDQWO\�
UHGXFH�DOO�IRUPV�RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�UHODWHG�GHDWK�UDWHV�HYHU\-
ZKHUHȋ��5HGXFLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�
LV�FUXFLDO�WR�WKLV�WDUJHW�EHFDXVH��DV�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��
KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�PDQ\�PRUH�GHDWKV�
ZRUOGZLGH�WKDQ�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�DQG�WHUURULVP�FRPELQHG�

Homicide data: criminal justice data sources versus public health sources

+RPLFLGH�GDWD�DUH�PRVWO\�GHULYHG�IURP�HLWKHU�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�
RU�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�GDWD�UHJLVWULHV��ΖQ�WKH�IRUPHU��GDWD�DUH�JHQ-
HUDWHG�E\�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DXWKRULWLHV�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�UHFRUGLQJ�
DQG�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�D�FULPLQDO�DFW��ZKLFK�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�SROLFH�
GHSDUWPHQWV�RU�SXEOLF�SURVHFXWLRQV��+HDOWK�DXWKRULWLHV�DOVR�
FROOHFW�GDWD�RQ�FDXVH�RI�GHDWK��ZKLFK�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�QDWLRQDO�
PHGLFDO�VHUYLFHV��812'&�SULPDULO\�FROOHFWV�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�
GDWD�WKURXJK�81�&76��LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�Ζ&&6�a as well as other avail-
DEOH�VRXUFHV��3XEOLF�KHDOWK�GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�
KDQG��DUH�VRXUFHG�IURP�QDWLRQDO�YLWDO�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�VWDWLVWLFV�
SURYLGHG�E\�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�RU�FROOHFWHG�E\�WKH�:RUOG�+HDOWK�
2UJDQL]DWLRQ��:+2��DQG�DUH�FDWHJRUL]HG�DV�GHDWKV�FDXVHG�
E\�YLROHQFH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�&ODVVLfiFDWLRQ�RI�
'LVHDVHV�DQG�5HODWHG�+HDOWK�3UREOHPV��Ζ&'���Ζ&'����FRGHV�
;���<����LQMXULHV�LQȵLFWHG�E\�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�LQWHQW�WR�
LQMXUH�RU�NLOO��DQG�Ζ&'����FRGH�<������VHTXHODH�RI�DVVDXOW���RU�
Ζ&'����FRGHV�3'���3)�=�DQG�3-���3-�=��JHQHUDOO\�FRUUHVSRQG�
WR�WKH�GHfiQLWLRQ�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�

ΖQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�GDWD�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IURP�ERWK�
VRXUFHV��SUHIHUHQFH�LV�JLYHQ�WR�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�GDWD��DV�WKH\�
SURYLGH�OHJDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�DFW��ZKLFK�LV�QHHGHG�
WR�DOLJQ�WKH�GDWD�ZLWK�Ζ&&6��ΖQ�VXFK�FDVHV��SXEOLF�KHDOWK�GDWD�
DUH�VWLOO�XVHG�WR�DVVHVV�SRVVLEOH�GLVFUHSDQFLHV�DQG��LQ�H[FHS-
WLRQDO�FDVHV��VXFK�DV�%UD]LO�DQG�0H[LFR���DUH�SUHIHUUHG�RYHU�

FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�GDWD�GXH�WR�WKHLU�FRPSUHKHQVLYHQHVV�DQG�
TXDOLW\��:KHUH�WKHUH�DUH�QR�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�GDWD�DYDLODEOH��
SXEOLF�KHDOWK�GDWD�DUH�XVHG�WR�FRPSOHPHQW�GDWD�RQ�WRWDO�
KRPLFLGH�FRXQWV��DOWKRXJK�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�
WKLV�LV�QHFHVVDU\�KDV�GHFUHDVHG�FRQVLGHUDEO\�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�

)LQDOO\��KRXVHKROG�VXUYH\V� LQFOXGLQJ�D�FULPH�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�
PRGXOH�ZLWK�TXHVWLRQV�RQ�WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�
NLOOLQJV�LQ�WKH�KRXVHKROG�PD\�EH�XVHG�WR�HVWLPDWH�WKH�UDWH�
DQG�QXPEHU�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�D�FRXQWU\��$�FRQ-
FUHWH�H[DPSOH�RI�VXFK�DQ�DSSURDFK�LV�WKH�6XUYH\�RQ�4XDOLW\�
DQG�ΖQWHJULW\�RI�3XEOLF�6HUYLFHV�LQ�1LJHULD��ZKLFK�LQWHJUDWHV�
D�PRGXOH�HQDEOLQJ�WKH�HVWLPDWLRQ�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��
$QRWKHU�H[DPSOH�LV�WKH�1DWLRQDO�6XUYH\�RQ�9LFWLPL]DWLRQ�DQG�
3HUFHSWLRQ�RI�3XEOLF�6HFXULW\��(19Ζ3(���LQ�0H[LFR��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�
TXHVWLRQV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�b

D� Ζ&&6�LQFOXGHV�D�QXPHULFDO�FRGLQJ�RI�WKH�FDWHJRULHV�FRYHUHG��LQ�
DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKHLU�OHYHO�LQ�WKH�FODVVLILFDWLRQ��+RPLFLGH�RIIHQFHV�DUH�
LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�OHYHO�RI�Ζ&&6��FRGH��΂�΂�LV�DVVLJQHG�WR�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�SDJH����RI�Ζ&&6�

E� 1DWLRQDO�ΖQVWLWXWH�RI�6WDWLVWLFV�DQG�*HRJUDSK\��Ζ1(*Ζ���1DWLRQDO�6XUYH\�RQ�
9LFWLPL]DWLRQ�DQG�3HUFHSWLRQ�RI�3XEOLF�6HFXULW\��(19Ζ3(����΂���$YDLODEOH�DW�
KWWSV���HQ�ZZZ�LQHJL�RUJ�P[�SURJUDPDV�HQYLSH���΂���

Fig. 7 Global trend in the total number of homicide 
YictiPV� ваааȁвавб

6RXUFHV��+RPLFLGH�HVWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�
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ΖI�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�LQ������LV�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�D�WUHQG�
UHYHUVDO��WDUJHW������RI�WKH�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV�
ZLOO�GHfiQLWHO\�QRW�EH�PHW��DV�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�ȊSHVVLPLVWLFȋ�
VFHQDULR�LQ�fiJXUH�����ΖQ�D�PRUH�ȊRSWLPLVWLFȋ�VFHQDULR�LQ�
ZKLFK������LV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDO�\HDU�ZLWK�QR�
EHDULQJ�RQ�IXWXUH�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV��SURMHFWLQJ�WKH�WUHQG�LQ�
WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�IURP�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������ to 2030, the 
GHDGOLQH�RI�WKH�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV��VXJJHVWV�
WKDW�LI�WKLV�SDWWHUQ�RI�YLROHQFH�SHUVLVWV��WKH�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�

UDWH�ZLOO�EH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�RI�����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�
������UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�DQ�RYHUDOO�GHFUHDVH�RI�MXVW����SHU�FHQW�
IURP�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�
������ZLWK�D�YHU\�VLPLODU�GHFUHDVH�IRU�ERWK�VH[HV��fiJXUH�����
7KLV�SURMHFWHG�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�ZRXOG�
DOVR�IDOO�VKRUW�RI�WKH�VLJQLfiFDQW�UHGXFWLRQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�LQ�
WDUJHW������RI�WKH�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV��ZKLFK�
FDQ�EH�WUDQVODWHG�DV�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�
DW�OHDVW����SHU�FHQW�E\�������VHH�GRWWHG�OLQH�LQ�fiJXUH����

Assessing the quality of homicide data

The dataset used for the Global Study on Homicide 2023 is the 
UHVXOW�RI�DQ�H[WHQVLYH�DQG�FRQWLQXRXV�SURFHVV�RI�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�
DQG�YDOLGDWLRQ��1XPHURXV�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�JOREDO�
FRYHUDJH��WLPHOLQHVV�DQG�GLVDJJUHJDWLRQ�RI�GDWD�KDYH�EHHQ�
PDGH�WR�HQDEOH�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�D�PRUH�DFFXUDWH�SLFWXUH�
RI�WUHQGV�DQG�SDWWHUQV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��PDNLQJ�FRPSDUL-
VRQV�ZLWK�fiJXUHV�IURP�SUHYLRXV�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�Global Study 
on Homicide�GLɝFXOW��)RU�WKH�Global Study on Homicide 2019, 
812'&�XVHG�D�TXDOLW\�PHDVXUHPHQW�IUDPHZRUN�WR�DVVLJQ�
FRXQWU\�VSHFLfiF�GDWD�TXDOLW\�VFRUHV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�DYDLODEOH�
KRPLFLGH�GDWD�a�7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�IUDPHZRUN�LV�WR�DVVHVV�
how closely the data represent the reality of the situation 
DQG�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPSDUDELOLW\�RI�WKH�GDWD��DV�ZHOO�DV�
WR�VHUYH�DV�D�PHWKRG�IRU�LGHQWLI\LQJ�DQG�DGGUHVVLQJ�DUHDV�
ZKHUH�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�SURFHVV�FDQ�EH�
PDGH��8VLQJ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN��D�FRXQWU\�VSHFLfiF�GDWD�TXDOLW\�

VFRUH�ZDV�FUHDWHG�EDVHG�RQ�fiYH�GLPHQVLRQV�

• &RPSDUDELOLW\

• &RPSOHWHQHVV

• 7LPHOLQHVV

• Internal consistency

• ([WHUQDO�FRQVLVWHQF\

(DFK�GLPHQVLRQ�FRQWDLQV�D�VHW�RI�TXDQWLWDWLYH�FULWHULD�XVHG�
WR�GHWHUPLQH�D�TXDOLW\�VFRUH�SHU�FRXQWU\�DQG�SHU�GLPHQVLRQ��
ZKLFK�LV�WKHQ�FDWHJRUL]HG�LQ�WKUHH�OHYHOV��JRRG��IDLU�DQG�ORZ���
7KH�WRWDO�TXDOLW\�VFRUH�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�WKH�ZHLJKWHG�DYHUDJH�
RI�WKH�fiYH�TXDQWLWDWLYH�GLPHQVLRQ�VFRUHV�DQG�LV�FRQYHUWHG�LQWR�
WKH�VDPH�WKUHH�OHYHOV��7KH�WRWDO�TXDOLW\�VFRUH�ZDV�FRPSXWHG�
IRU�����FRXQWULHV�DQG�WHUULWRULHV�

4Xalit\ Vcore cateJorieV for KoPicide data� вабвȁвавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��)RU�GHWDLOV�DERXW�KRZ�WKH�TXDOLW\�VFRUH�FDWHJRULHV�ZHUH�FDOFXODWHG�IRU�HDFK�FRXQWU\��VHH�WKH�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�DQQH[�
WR�WKLV�VWXG\�

Notes: The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
Dashed lines represent undetermined boundaries. Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and 
Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. The final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the 
Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

D )RU�GHWDLOV��VHH�WKH�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�DQQH[�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�

Quality score categories for homicide data, 2012-2021

Good

Fair

Low

No data

Homicide data quality score 
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Regional homicide trends

-XVW�DV�WKH�UHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�PDVNV�YDULDELOLW\�LQ�OHYHOV�
RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�ZLWKLQ�UHJLRQV��VXEUHJLRQV�DQG�EHWZHHQ�
FRXQWULHV��WKH�JOREDO�WUHQG�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KLGHV�
VLJQLfiFDQW�YDULDELOLW\�DQG�GLVSDULWLHV�DW�WKH�UHJLRQDO�OHYHO��
)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�(XURSH�KDV�GHFOLQHG�
PRGHVWO\�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��ZKHUHDV�WKH�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�KDV�XQGHUJRQH�JUHDWHU�ȵXFWXDWLRQ�
RYHU�WLPH��ZLWK�VRPH�VLJQLfiFDQW�GHFUHDVHV�UHFRUGHG�VLQFH�
������fiJXUH�����1RQHWKHOHVV��LQ�������WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�UHPDLQHG�PRUH�WKDQ�VL[�WLPHV�KLJKHU�
WKDQ�LQ�(XURSH�

$IULFD�LV�WKH�UHJLRQ�ZKHUH�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�WKH�JUHDWHVW�
OHYHO�RI�XQFHUWDLQW\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�OLPLWHG�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�
WUHQG�GDWD�IURP�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��7KH�GDWD�DYDLODEOH�
VXJJHVW��KRZHYHU��WKDW�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�$IULFD�KDV�
UHPDLQHG�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��DOWKRXJK�
WKHUH�ZDV�D�PDUNHG�XSWLFN�LQ�NLOOLQJV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�������
DOPRVW�WZR�\HDUV�LQWR�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��fiJXUH�
�����ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�SDUWO\�DWWULEXWHG�WR�VKDUS�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�.HQ\D�DQG�6RXWK�
$IULFD�IURP�WKH�HQG�RI������WR�WKH�HQG�RI������

$�VLPLODU�SKHQRPHQRQ�RFFXUUHG�LQ�$VLD�ZKHUH��GHVSLWH�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�GHFOLQLQJ�PRGHVWO\�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��
IURP�����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ������WR�����LQ�������
the downward trend was reversed in 2021 after a sharp 
LQFUHDVH�LQ�NLOOLQJV��PRVW�QRWDEO\�LQ�0\DQPDU��GURYH�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�EDFN�WR�D�OHYHO�QRW�VHHQ�VLQFH�������ΖQ�2FHD-

QLD��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�DOVR�UHPDLQHG�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH��
ȵXFWXDWLQJ�DW�DURXQG�����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�RYHU�WKH�
past decade (fiJXUH�����

Fig. 8 Trends in and projections of the global homicide 
rate �Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation�� E\ Ve[� ваааȁвага

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��

Note: Projections for years 2022–2030 represent linear extrapolations of trends 
observed for years 2015–2020 (“optimistic scenario”, solid line) and for years 
2015–2021 (“pessimistic scenario”, dashed line). 
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FIG. 9 Trends in the homicide rate in the Americas and 
(XroSe� вабаȁвавб

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Uncertainty bands represent possible estimation errors due to the 
imputation of missing values at the country level. The bands do not represent 
probability confidence intervals. The estimates are based on the latest available 
data, which remain limited, especially in Africa and Asia. The size of the error 
bars provides an indication of the level of uncertainty that the estimates carry 
at the regional level.

Fig. 10 Trends in the homicide rate in Africa, Asia and 
2ceania� вабаȁвавб

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Uncertainty bands represent possible estimation errors due to the 
imputation of missing values at the country level. The bands do not represent 
probability confidence intervals. The estimates are based on the latest available 
data, which remain limited, especially in Africa and Asia. The size of the error 
bars provides an indication of the level of uncertainty that the estimates carry 
at the regional level.
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Estimating the homicide rate in Nigeria

ΖQ�1LJHULD��WKH�PRVW�SRSXORXV�FRXQWU\�LQ�$IULFD��SULPDU\�UHVHDUFK�
KDV�EHHQ�FDUULHG�RXW�RQ�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��EXW�
GL΍HUHQW�GDWD�VRXUFHV�SDLQW�GL΍HUHQW�SLFWXUHV��&ULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�
GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH�LQ�1LJHULD�GR�QRW�FDSWXUH�WKH�IXOO�H[WHQW�RI�
OHWKDO�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�VHHP�LQFRPSOHWH��ΖQ�
������IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�1LJHULD�3ROLFH�)RUFH�UHFRUGHG�������
KRPLFLGHV�a�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�URXJKO\�����SHU�
���������ZKLFK�ZDV�ORZHU�WKDQ�LQ�&DQDGD��7KLV�PD\�LQGLFDWH�
WKDW�RQO\�D�OLPLWHG�VKDUH�RI�DOO�WKH�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
PDNH�LW�WR�WKH�RɝFLDO�UHFRUGV��QRW�OHDVW�JLYHQ�WKDW��EDVHG�RQ�
D�PRGHO�WKDW�LPSXWHV�KRPLFLGH�GDWD�EDVHG�RQ�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�
LQGLFDWRUV��:+2�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH��������YLFWLPV�RI�
KRPLFLGH�LQ�1LJHULD�LQ������b�+RPLFLGH�LV�QRW�LQFOXGHG�DPRQJ�
WKH�OHDGLQJ�FDXVHV�RI�GHDWK�RI�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�LQ�1LJHULD�E\�
:+2��KRZHYHU�c

$Q�DOWHUQDWLYH�VRXUFH�WR�RɝFLDO�VWDWLVWLFV�LV�RSHQ�VRXUFH�PRQ-
LWRULQJ��UHFRUGLQJ�YLROHQW�GHDWKV�DV�WKH\�DUH�UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�
PHGLD�DQG�RWKHU�VRXUFHV��<HW�MXVW�DV�SROLFH�VRXUFHV�PD\�IDLO�
WR�UHFRUG�DOO�KRPLFLGHV��QRW�HYHU\�KRPLFLGH�PD\�EH�UHFRUGHG�
in open sources and reliance on open sources can introduce 
ELDV��ΖQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGHV��IRU�H[DPSOH��DUH�OHVV�OLNHO\�
WR�DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�PHGLD�WKDQ�RUJDQL]HG�DWWDFNV��WKXV�LQ�RUGHU�
WR�FDSWXUH�NLOOLQJV�WKDW�PD\�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�OHVV�GUDPDWLF��RU�
WKDW�RFFXU�LQ�PRUH�UHPRWH�DUHDV��DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�LV�WR�JDWKHU�
GDWD�WKURXJK�KRXVHKROG�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�VXUYH\V��7R�WKDW�HQG��
LQ�$SULO�DQG�0D\�������WKH�1LJHULDQ�1DWLRQDO�%XUHDX�RI�6WD-
tistics, in cooperation with UNODC, conducted a survey with 
TXHVWLRQV�GHVLJQHG�WR�HOLFLW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�
FRXQWU\��ΖQ�WRWDO���������KRXVHKROGV�ZHUH�SROOHG�LQ�DOO����RI�
WKH�FRXQWU\ȇV�VWDWHV�DQG�WKH�FDSLWDO�WHUULWRU\��7KLV�UHVXOWHG�
LQ�D�QDWLRQDO�HVWLPDWH�RI�URXJKO\��������KRPLFLGHV�SHU�\HDU��
FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�WR�DQ�DQQXDO�UDWH�RI�VRPH����KRPLFLGHV�SHU�
��������SRSXODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ������DQG������d�7KLV�fiJXUH�LV�
QRW�RQO\�PXFK�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�RɝFLDO�fiJXUHV�UHSRUWHG�E\�
WKH�SROLFH�EXW�DOVR�PRVW�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�RU�PHGLD�PRQLWRULQJ�
HVWLPDWHV��

(VtiPated KoPicide rate in NiJeria� E\ Ve[� 
вабж and вабй

6RXUFH��812'&�DQG�1DWLRQDO�%XUHDX�RI�6WDWLVWLFV� Corruption in Nigeria: 
Patterns and Trends��9LHQQD����΂���

$�IROORZ�XS�VXUYH\�FRQGXFWHG�LQ������UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�VLJQLfi-
FDQWO\�ORZHU�HVWLPDWH�RI��������KRPLFLGHV��FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�WR�
DQ�DQQXDO�UDWH�RI����SHU����������EHWZHHQ������DQG�������7KH�

UHVXOWLQJ�GHFUHDVH�IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�VXUYH\��ZKLOH�GUDPDWLF��
ZDV�DOVR�UHȵHFWHG�LQ�RWKHU�GDWD�VRXUFHV��VXFK�DV�WKH�$UPHG�
&RQȵLFW�/RFDWLRQ�	�(YHQW�'DWD�3URMHFW��$&/('��FRQȵLFW�HYHQW�
IDWDOLW\�GDWD�e

4XHVWLRQV�UHPDLQ�DERXW�WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�WKH�HVWLPDWHV�RI�LQWHQ-
WLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKH�KRXVHKROG�VXUYH\V�DQG�
UHIHU�PRVWO\�WR�ZKHWKHU�UHVSRQGHQWV�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�
DFFXUDWHO\�DQG�H[FOXGHG�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�DQG�RWKHU�
GHDWKV�IURP�WKHLU�DQVZHUV��0RUHRYHU��WKH�KRXVHKROG�VXUYH\V�
GLG�QRW�FRYHU�FHUWDLQ�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH��VXFK�DV�YLFWLPV�ZKR�
OLYHG�LQ�VLQJOH�SHUVRQ�KRXVHKROGV��YLFWLPV�ZKR�OLYHG�LQ�FORVHG�
VHWWLQJV��VXFK�DV�UHIXJHH�FDPSV��IRVWHU�KRPHV�RU�SULVRQV��DQG�
YLFWLPV�ZKR�OLYHG�LQ�KRXVHKROGV�ZLWK�QR�VXUYLYLQJ�KRXVHKROG�
PHPEHUV�ZKR�FRXOG�EH�LQWHUYLHZHG��2WKHU�JURXSV�QRW�FRYHUHG�
LQ�WKH�VXUYH\�VDPSOHV�LQFOXGHG�KRPHOHVV�SHRSOH�DQG�SHRSOH�
ZKR�KDG�PRYHG�DEURDG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�UHIHUHQFH�SHULRG�DQG�
WKH�WLPH�WKH�VXUYH\V�ZHUH�FRQGXFWHG��

'HVSLWH� WKHVH� OLPLWDWLRQV�� WKH�KLJK�HVWLPDWHV�REWDLQHG� LQ�
WKH�WZR�KRXVHKROG�VXUYH\V�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ�
QDWLRQDO�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�H΍RUWV�DQG�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�VWDWLVWLFV�
DUH�XUJHQWO\�QHHGHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PRUH�DFFXUDWHO\�GHWHUPLQH�
WKH�DFWXDO�OHYHO�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�1LJHULD�DQG�LGHQWLI\�WKH�
XQGHUO\LQJ�FDXVHV�RI�DQ\�ȵXFWXDWLRQV��

$nnXal nXPEer of conflict fatalitieV eVtiPated E\ 
ACLED and of homicides estimated by UNODC in 
NiJeria� tKree-\ear aYeraJeV� вабгȁвабй

6RXUFH��(ODERUDWHG�E\�812'&�ZLWK�GDWD�IURP�$&/('�DQG�812'&�
KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

D� 1DWLRQDO�%XUHDX�RI�6WDWLVWLFV��&ULPH�6WDWLVWLFV��UHSRUWHG�2IIHQFHV�E\�7\SH�
DQG�6WDWH����΂���

E� $FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�:+2�5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�LQ�1LJHULD��ȊȐWKH�:RUOG�+HDOWK�
2UJDQL]DWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�GDWD�RQ�WKH�FDXVH�RI�GHDWK�LQ�1LJHULD�ȋ�
2IILFLDO�OHWWHU�IURP�:+2�1LJHULD�����-XQH�������$�OLQN�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKH�
OHWWHU�WR�GDWD�IURP�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3RSXODWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�VKRZHG�GDWD�IRU�
΂��RI�1LJHULDȇV����VWDWHV�WRWDOOLQJ�������GHDWKV�IURP�DOO�FDXVHV�LQ����΂��RI�
ZKLFK���΂΂��ZHUH�FHUWLILHG�DV�WR�FDXVH�RI�GHDWK��7KHVH�GDWD�VXJJHVW��IRU�
H[DPSOH��WKDW�RQO\����SHRSOH�GLHG�IURP�DOO�FDXVHV�LQ�.DQR�6WDWH�LQ����΂��
D�VWDWH�ZLWK�RYHU�΂��PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�

F� )RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�KWWSV���GDWD�ZKR�LQW�FRXQWULHV������
d UNODC, Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 2, Homicide: Extent, 

Patterns, Trends and Criminal Justice Response��9LHQQD���΂����S�����
H� %DVHG�RQ�DQQXDO�ILJXUHV��WKH�DYHUDJH�QXPEHU�RI�YLROHQW�GHDWKV�UHFRUGHG�

E\�1LJHULD�:DWFK�ZDV�΂���΂΂�EHWZHHQ���΂��DQG���΂��DQG�΂������EHWZHHQ�
��΂��DQG���΂��
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Subregional homicide trends
Europe
6LQFH�WKH�HDUO\�����V�DW�OHDVW��KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�WKH�VXE-
UHJLRQV�RI�(XURSH�KDYH�JHQHUDOO\�UHPDLQHG�EHORZ�WKH�
JOREDO�DYHUDJH��7KH�H[FHSWLRQ�LV�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��� which is 
DOVR�WKH�(XURSHDQ�VXEUHJLRQ�ZKHUH�WKH�PRVW�QRWHZRUWK\�
KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�KDV�EHHQ�VHHQ�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��7KH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�GHFOLQHG�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�
GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG��DOEHLW�IURP�D�PXFK�KLJKHU�OHYHO�WKDQ�
LQ�WKH�RWKHU�(XURSHDQ�VXEUHJLRQV��fiJXUH������IURP�DQ�
HVWLPDWHG�����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ������WR�����SHU�
LQ�������*LYHQ�WKDW�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�LQFOXGHV�WKH�5XVVLDQ�
)HGHUDWLRQ��ZKLFK�KDV�D�IDU�ODUJHU�SRSXODWLRQ�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�
FRXQWU\�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��WKH�GHFOLQLQJ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�LQ�
(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�KDV�EHHQ�SULPDULO\�GULYHQ�E\�WKH�WUHQG�LQ�
WKDW�FRXQWU\��ZKLFK�KDV�UHSRUWHG�D�PDUNHG�����SHU�FHQW��
GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�WR�812'&��
IURP�URXJKO\��������LQ������WR�OHVV�WKDQ��������LQ�������

7KH�WUHQG�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�5XVVLDQ�)HGHUDWLRQ�
KDV�EHHQ�DWWULEXWHG�WR�YDULRXV�GULYHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�FKDQJHV�
LQ�DOFRKRO�FRQVXPSWLRQ�SDWWHUQV��WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�fiUH-
DUPV�DQG�WKH�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�XSKHDYDO�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�
WKH�FRXQWU\ȇV�WUDQVLWLRQ�IURP�D�FRPPXQLVW�WR�D�FDSLWDOLVW�
VRFLHW\����1HLJKERXULQJ�%HODUXV�KDV�H[SHULHQFHG�D�VLPLODU�
GHFOLQH�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��EXW�DW�D�PXFK�ORZHU�OHYHO�
WKDQ�LQ�WKH�5XVVLDQ�)HGHUDWLRQ��DW�URXJKO\�����YLFWLPV�LQ�
2010 to just over 200 in 2019, the latest year with avail-
DEOH�GDWD��2WKHU�SRSXORXV�FRXQWULHV�LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�
KDYH�QRW�H[KLELWHG�VXFK�D�FOHDU�GRZQZDUG�WUHQG��KRZ-
HYHU��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LQ�(DVWHUQ�
(XURSH�KDYH�QRW�IROORZHG�D�VLQJXODU�WUDMHFWRU\�RYHU�WKH�
SDVW�GHFDGH��ΖQ�5RPDQLD��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�KDV�ȵXFWXDWHG�DW�DURXQG�����YLFWLPV�GXULQJ�
WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��ZKLOH�8NUDLQH�VDZ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPL-
FLGHV�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�GHFDGH��IROORZHG�E\�D�GHFOLQH�

IURP������WR�������7KH�KHWHURJHQHLW\�RI�WKHVH�QDWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LV�KLGGHQ�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQDO�WUHQG�IRU�
(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�

ΖQ�ERWK�6RXWKHUQ�DQG�1RUWKHUQ�(XURSH��WKH�VXEUHJLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�DOVR�GHFOLQHG�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��
DOEHLW�DW�D�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�ORZHU�OHYHO�WKDQ�LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�
�fiJXUH������%\�FRQWUDVW��OLWWOH�RJUHVV�LQ�UHGXFLQJ�WKH�KRPL-
FLGH�UDWH�KDV�EHHQ�UHFRUGHG�LQ�:HVWHUQ�(XURSH��ZKHUH�
LW�KDV�ȵXFWXDWHG�DURXQG�D�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH�ORQJHU�WHUP�
WUHQG�RI�DURXQG���SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�

Americas
ΖQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDYH�EHHQ�
GLYHUJLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�VXEUHJLRQV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�
GHFDGH��fiJXUH������ΖQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�
EHHQ�RQ�D�GRZQZDUG�WUHQG�VLQFH�������GULYHQ�SULPDULO\�E\�
D�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�
%UD]LO��WKH�PRVW�SRSXORXV�FRXQWU\�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��ZKHUH�
KRPLFLGHV�IHOO�IURP�D�WHPSRUDU\�SHDN�RI�PRUH�WKDQ��������
LQ������WR�OHVV�WKDQ��������LQ�������� Several possible 
FDXVDO�IDFWRUV�EHKLQG�WKH�UHFHQW�GHFOLQH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�LQ�
%UD]LO�KDYH�EHHQ�LGHQWLfiHG�LQ�VWXGLHV��VXFK�DV�GHPRJUDSKLF�
FKDQJH��FKDQJHV�LQ�SROLFLQJ�DQG�WKH�LQFUHDVLQJ�GRPLQDQFH�
RI�FHUWDLQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV��DV�ZHOO�DV�SXEOLF�SRO-
LFLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�UHODWLQJ�WR�JXQ�FRQWURO�29�:KDW�LV�
FOHDU�LV�WKDW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�KLGHV�PDUNHGO\�
GLYHUJLQJ�WUHQGV�DW�WKH�VXEQDWLRQDO�OHYHO�LQ�%UD]LO��ZKLFK�
VXJJHVWV�WKDW�QR�VLQJOH�FDXVDO�IDFWRU�LV�OLNHO\�WR�SURYLGH�D�
IXOO�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�QDWLRQDO�WUHQG�30

/LNHZLVH��3HUX�DQG�9HQH]XHOD��%ROLYDULDQ�5HSXEOLF�RI��KDYH�
DOVR�UHFRUGHG�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�DQQXDO�NLOOLQJV�
in recent years,31 but that has not been the case in other 
FRXQWULHV�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��&RORPELD�DQG�(FXDGRU��IRU�
H[DPSOH��ERWK�UHFRUGHG�VLJQLfiFDQW�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�
violence between the end of 2020 and the end of 2021, 
which in the case of Ecuador in particular can be attributed 
WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJ�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH�32

$V�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��WKH�VXEUHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�
the Caribbean has declined by around 19 per cent over 
WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��fiJXUH������7KLV�ORQJHU�WHUP�VXEUHJLRQDO�
GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�FDQ�EH�SDUWO\�H[SODLQHG�E\�D�
GRZQZDUG�WUHQG�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�D�IHZ�SRSXORXV�
FRXQWULHV��DQG�WHUULWRULHV���VXFK�DV�&XED��WKH�'RPLQLFDQ�
Republic and Puerto Rico, while other relatively populous 
FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��PRVW�QRWDEO\�+DLWL�DQG�-DPDLFD��
have seen an increase in deadly violence in recent years, 
ZKLFK�FDQ�H[SODLQ�WKH�UHYHUVDO�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQDO�WUHQG�
VLQFH�������ΖQGHHG�������GDWD�IURP�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�LQ�
WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�VKRZ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��IRU�
H[DPSOH��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQFUHDVHG�E\����SHU�
FHQW�LQ�+DLWL�IURP������WR������33�ΖQLWLDO�GDWD�IURP�RWKHU�
FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��VXFK�DV�WKH�%DKDPDV��WKH�
'RPLQLFDQ�5HSXEOLF�DQG�-DPDLFD��DOVR�VXJJHVW�DQ�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�������

Fig. 11 Trends in the homicide rate in Europe, 
E\ VXEreJion� вабаȁвавб
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ΖQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�6RXWK�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��1RUWKHUQ�
$PHULFD�KDV�VHHQ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RYHU�WKH�
past decade, especially since the onset of the COVID-19 
SDQGHPLF�LQ�������fiJXUH������7KH�UHFHQW�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�
LQ�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD�LV�H[SODLQHG�SULPDULO\�E\�WKH�QDWLRQDO�
WUHQG�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RI�$PHULFD��ZKLFK�UHFRUGHG�DQ�
LQFUHDVH�RI�QHDUO\����SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
IURP�WKH�HQG�RI������WR�WKH�HQG�RI�������IROORZHG�E\�D�
VPDOOHU�LQFUHDVH�RI�DURXQG���SHU�FHQW�LQ�������� Various 
H[SODQDWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�SXW�IRUZDUG�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�VXUJH�
LQ�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LQ�������LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�&29Ζ'����FRQfiQHPHQW�PHDVXUHV��
FKDQJHV�LQ�SROLFH�FRPPXQLW\�UHODWLRQV�DQG�UHFRUG�JXQ�
VDOHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\����7KDW�VDLG��HVWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�
UHFHQWO\�LPSOHPHQWHG�1DWLRQDO�ΖQFLGHQW�%DVHG�5HSRUWLQJ�
6\VWHP��1Ζ%56��DQG�WKH�6XPPDU\�5HSRUWLQJ�6\VWHP��656��
LQGLFDWH�WKDW�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�GHFUHDVHG�
QDWLRQZLGH�E\�����SHU�FHQW�IURP������WR�������� and data 
IURP����$PHULFDQ�FLWLHV�SRLQW�WR�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�
LQ�WKH�fiUVW�KDOI�RI������FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�GXULQJ�WKH�fiUVW�KDOI�
RI���������ΖQ�QHLJKERXULQJ�&DQDGD��WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�KDV�EHHQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�VWHDGLO\�VLQFH�������
LQFOXGLQJ�E\����SHU�FHQW�IURP������WR�������$W�����SHU�
��������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�������KRZHYHU��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
LV�VWLOO�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�ORZHU�LQ�&DQDGD�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV��ZKHUH�LW�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�WKUHH�WLPHV�KLJKHU���

&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�LQ�WKH�
$PHULFDV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�DQG�PRVW�YRODWLOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
�fiJXUH������7KH�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�LQ�0H[LFR��ZKLFK�
DFFRXQWHG�IRU�URXJKO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�
LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�LQ�������KDV�GULYHQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQDO�WUHQG�
RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��7KH�WHPSRUDU\�GLS�LQ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�
DURXQG������DQG�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�VXUJH�LQ�NLOOLQJV�EHWZHHQ�
�����DQG������LQ�SDUWLFXODU��FDQ�EH�ODUJHO\�DWWULEXWHG�WR�
RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH�LQ�0H[LFR�39�$OWKRXJK�
WKH�OHYHO�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�0H[LFR�KDV�UHPDLQHG�
UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�VLQFH�������VHYHUDO�VPDOOHU�FRXQWULHV�LQ�

WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��PRVW�QRWDEO\�(O�6DOYDGRU��*XDWHPDOD�DQG�
+RQGXUDV��KDYH�UHFRUGHG�VLJQLfiFDQW�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�
DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��DOEHLW�IURP�
YHU\�KLJK�EDVHOLQH�OHYHOV����7KHVH�G\QDPLFV�FDQ�H[SODLQ�
ZK\��RQ�DYHUDJH��WKH�VXEUHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�LQ�&HQWUDO�
$PHULFD�KDV�EHHQ�D�GHFOLQLQJ�RQH�VLQFH�������fiJXUH������

Asia
ΖQ�$VLD��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�RYHUDOO�PRGHUDWH�GHFOLQH�LQ�
WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH�WKDW�KLGHV�VXE-
VWDQWLDOO\�GLYHUJLQJ�WUHQGV�DW�WKH�VXEUHJLRQDO�OHYHO��fiJXUH�
�����LQFOXGLQJ�WZR�SDUWLFXODUO\�QRWHZRUWK\�GHYHORSPHQWV��
7KH�fiUVW�LV�WKH�VLJQLfiFDQW�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
UHFRUGHG�LQ�&HQWUDO�$VLD��IURP�����SHU���������SRSXOD-
WLRQ�LQ������WR�����LQ�������D�QHDUO\�WKUHHIROG�GHFUHDVH��
7KH�GHFOLQH�LQ�&HQWUDO�$VLD�FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�D�ODUJH�
H[WHQW�WR�D�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
LQ�.D]DNKVWDQ��IURP�DURXQG�������LQ������WR�����LQ�������
WKH�ODWHVW�\HDU�ZLWK�DYDLODEOH�GDWD��7KH�WHPSRUDU\�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�DURXQG������FDQ�LQ�
WXUQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�VSLNH�LQ�NLOOLQJV�UHFRUGHG�
LQ�8]EHNLVWDQ��WKH�VXEUHJLRQȇV�PRVW�SRSXORXV�FRXQWU\�
�fiJXUH�����

7KH�VHFRQG�QRWHZRUWK\�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�$VLD�FRQFHUQV�WKH�
GUDVWLF�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�6RXWK�(DVWHUQ�$VLD�
IURP�WKH�HQG�RI������WR�WKH�HQG�RI�������fiJXUH������7KLV�
increase can be traced to the escalation of sociopolitical 
YLROHQFH�LQ�0\DQPDU��ZKHUH�D�QHDUO\�WHQIROG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�
WKH�UHSRUWHG�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV��IURP�URXJKO\�������
WR�PRUH�WKDQ��������ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKDW�SHULRG��� The 
FRQWLQXHG�SUHVHQFH�RI�DUPHG�JURXSV�DQG�WKULYLQJ�LOOLFLW�
PDUNHWV��QRWDEO\�LQYROYLQJ�PHWKDPSKHWDPLQH�PDQXIDFWXUH�
DQG�RSLXP�FXOWLYDWLRQ����DORQJ�ZLWK�HFRQRPLF�LQVHFXULW\��
PD\�EH�FRQWULEXWLQJ�IDFWRUV��EXW�WKH�ODFN�RI�RɝFLDO�GDWD�
DQG�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�PDNHV�WKLV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WR�GHWHUPLQH�

Fig. 12 Trends in the homicide rate in the Americas, 
E\ VXEreJion� вабаȁвавб

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Fig. 13 Trends in the homicide rate in Asia, 
E\ VXEreJion� вабаȁвавб

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�
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3ULRU�WR�������WKH�VXEUHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�LQ�6RXWK�(DVW-
HUQ�$VLD�ZDV�GULYHQ�SULPDULO\�E\�WKH�QDWLRQDO�WUHQG�LQ�WKH�
3KLOLSSLQHV�GXH�WR�WKH�ODUJH�VL]H�RI�LWV�SRSXODWLRQ�UHODWLYH�
WR�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��YLJLODQWH�YLROHQFH�DQG�
WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�WHUURULVW�JURXSV�SOD\�
DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�H[SODLQLQJ�WKH�WUHQG��2WKHU�SRSXORXV�
FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��VXFK�DV�ΖQGRQHVLD��0DOD\VLD�DQG�
7KDLODQG��KDYH�UHFRUGHG�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��ZKLFK�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�
WKH�JHQHUDO�GRZQZDUG�WUHQG�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�SULRU�WR�
��������$Q�LPSRUWDQW�GDWD�JDS�LQ�6RXWK�(DVWHUQ�$VLD�H[LVWV�
LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�9LHW�1DP��ZKLFK�KDV�QRW�UHSRUWHG�GDWD�RQ�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�VLQFH������

7KH�VXEUHJLRQDO�WUHQGV�LQ�(DVWHUQ�$VLD�DQG�6RXWKHUQ�$VLD�
DUH�UHVSHFWLYHO\�GRPLQDWHG�E\�QDWLRQDO�WUHQGV�LQ�&KLQD�
and India, both of which have recorded steady declines 
LQ�WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH�
�fiJXUH������ΖQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�RWKHU�VXEUHJLRQV�LQ�$VLD��
WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�:HVWHUQ�$VLD�KDV�VKRZQ�OLWWOH�VLJQ�
RI�LPSURYHPHQW�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��ȵXFWXDWLQJ�DW�WKH�
UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�URXJKO\���SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�
�fiJXUH�����

Spotlight on Myanmar 

'HVSLWH�D�ODFN�RI�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�NLOOLQJV�
LQ�0\DQPDU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�HQG�RI������DQG�WKH�HQG�RI�������
ZKLFK�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�GDWD�IURP�WKH�0\DQPDU�3ROLFH�)RUFHV�
VXEPLWWHG�WR�812'&�E\�WKH�&HQWUDO�6WDWLVWLFDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�
LQFUHDVHG�WHQIROG�WR�PRUH�WKDQ���������FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�
WR�D�FRPSOH[�LQWHUSOD\�EHWZHHQ�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�IDFWRUV�DQG�
GHHSHQLQJ�FULVHV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�WDNHRYHU�LQ�������
7KLV�LQFOXGHV�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�QRQ�VWDWH�DUPHG�JURXSV��
HWKQLF�FRQȵLFWV��HFRQRPLF�LQVHFXULW\��WKH�EUHDNGRZQ�RI�
ODZ�DQG�RUGHU�DQG�FRUUXSWLRQ��

7KH�PLOLWDU\�WDNHRYHU��ZKLFK�WRRN�SODFH�RQ���)HEUXDU\�
2021, and the increase in violence that followed it repre-
VHQW�D�ZDWHUVKHG�PRPHQW�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\����$OWKRXJK�WKH�
PLOLWDU\�WDNHRYHU�ZDV�QRW�LPPHGLDWHO\�IROORZHG�E\�YLROHQW�
UHVSRQVHV�E\�VHFXULW\�IRUFHV��WKH�XVH�RI�OHWKDO�IRUFH�DJDLQVW�
SURWHVWHUV�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�ZLWKLQ�D�IHZ�ZHHNV��� Credible 
VRXUFHV�DUH�UHSRUWHG�WR�KDYH�YHULfiHG�������NLOOLQJV�RI�
FLYLOLDQV�E\�WKH�PLOLWDU\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�WDNHRYHU�
DQG�-DQXDU\��������

ΖQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W��WKH�FRQWLQXHG�SUHVHQFH�RI�QRQ�VWDWH�DUPHG�
JURXSV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�KDV�EHHQ�DQRWKHU�IDFWRU�LQ�WKH�ULVLQJ�
OHYHO�RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�WKH�FRXQWU\ȇV�RYHUDOO�GHVWDELOL]DWLRQ��
7KH�LQFUHDVHG�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�ZHDSRQV��PD\�KDYH�IXUWKHU�
FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�ULVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH��ZLWK�DW�OHDVW����ELOOLRQ�
LQ�DUPV��GXDO�XVH�JRRGV��HTXLSPHQW�DQG�UDZ�PDWHULDOV�IRU�
PDQXIDFWXULQJ�ZHDSRQV�EHLQJ�LPSRUWHG�LQWR�0\DQPDU�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�WDNHRYHU�LQ�)HEUXDU\������DQG�'HFHP-
EHU���������&RQȵLFW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�0\DQPDU�VHFXULW\�IRUFHV�
DQG�HWKQLF�DUPHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�RWKHU�DQWL�PLOLWDU\�

HOHPHQWV�KDYH�DOVR�FRQWULEXWHG�GLUHFWO\�WR�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
SHRSOH�NLOOHG��$QWLPLOLWDU\�HOHPHQWV�KDYH�SXEOLFO\�FODLPHG�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�NLOOLQJV�RI�FXUUHQW�RU�IRUPHU�ZDUG�DQG�
YLOODJH�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�DQG�VXVSHFWHG�PLOLWDU\�LQIRUPDQWV���
$OWKRXJK�QRW�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�YDOLGDWHG��LQIRUPDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�
E\�WKH�PLOLWDU\�KDV�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�DWWDFNV�E\�DQWL�PLOLWDU\�
DUPHG�JURXSV�DQG�HOHPHQWV�KDG�OHG�WR�WKH�GHDWK�RI�������
FLYLOLDQV�E\����-XQH��������

7KH�ΖQGHSHQGHQW�ΖQYHVWLJDWLYH�0HFKDQLVP�IRU�0\DQPDU�
WR�WKH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RXQFLO�QRWHG�WKDW�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�DQG�
VXVWDLQHG�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�YLROHQFH�DQG�WKH�GHJUHH�RI�RUJDQL-
]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�DUPHG�JURXSV�fiJKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�0\DQPDU�
security forces appear to satisfy the threshold for the 
H[LVWHQFH�RI�DQ�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW����'XH�WR�D�ODFN�RI�YHULfiDEOH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��LW�LV�GLɝFXOW�WR�DVVHVV�WR�ZKDW�H[WHQW�WKH�
NLOOLQJV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�0\DQPDU�VLQFH�WKH�PLOLWDU\�WDNHRYHU�
ZHUH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�RU�FRQȵLFW�GHDWKV����+RZHYHU��
LUUHVSHFWLYH�RI�WKH�W\SH�RI�NLOOLQJ��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�
WKDW�VLPLODU�WUHQGV�LQ�DQG�OHYHOV�RI�NLOOLQJV�LQ�0\DQPDU�
for the years 2020 and 2021 have been reported across 
GL΍HUHQW�GDWD�VRXUFHV��fiJXUH�������

'DWD�IRU������UHSRUWHG�E\�WKH�0\DQPDU�3ROLFH�)RUFH�LQGL-
FDWH�WKDW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�WKDW�\HDU�GHFUHDVHG�
WR�MXVW�RYHU��������&RQYHUVHO\��RWKHU�VRXUFHV�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�
WKHUH�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�DQ�DFFHOHUDWLRQ�LQ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH��
IXUWKHU�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�GLɝFXOW\�RI�GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�EHWZHHQ�
KRPLFLGHV�DQG�GHDWKV�UHODWHG�WR�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�LQ�WKH�
0\DQPDU�FRQWH[W���

(FRQRPLF�IDFWRUV�PD\�KDYH�SOD\HG�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�
WKH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�FULPH�WUHQGV�LQ�0\DQPDU��� The political 
XSKHDYDO�IROORZLQJ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�WDNHRYHU�GLVUXSWHG�HFRQRPLF�
DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�OLYHOLKRRGV��OHDGLQJ�WR�ZLGHVSUHDG�fiQDQFLDO�

Fig. 14 Fatalities caused by violent events in Myanmar, 
ваваȁвавб

6RXUFH��0\DQPDU�3ROLFH�)RUFH�DQG�$&/('�

Note: "Number of fatalities recorded by ACLED" includes violence against 
civilians, battles, explosions/remote violence, protests, riots.
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GLɝFXOWLHV��ZLWK�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�HPSOR\HG�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�
FRXQWU\�UHSRUWHGO\�IDOOLQJ�E\�����PLOOLRQ��RU���SHU�FHQW��
EHWZHHQ�WKH�HQG�RI������DQG�WKH�HQG�RI���������7KLV�PD\�
KDYH�EHHQ�D�IDFWRU�LQ�WKH�VXUJH�LQ�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�FRXQ-
WU\��DV�VRPH�SHRSOH�KDYH�WXUQHG�WR�FULPLQDO�EHKDYLRXU��
LQFOXGLQJ�YLROHQFH��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�PHGLD���

%HWZHHQ�WKH�HQG�RI������DQG�WKH�HQG�RI�������FRQfiGHQFH�
LQ�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�SOXQJHG�IURP����SHU�FHQW�WR����SHU�
cent���DQG�WKH�SROLWLFDO�LQVWDELOLW\�DQG�SURORQJHG�XQUHVW�
LPSDFWHG�SXEOLF�VHUYLFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�
HPHUJHQF\�VHUYLFHV��ΖQGHHG��WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�SRS-
XODWLRQ�WKDW�IHHO�VDIH�ZDONLQJ�DORQH�DURXQG�WKH�DUHD�WKH\�
OLYH�DIWHU�GDUN�IHOO�IURP����SHU�FHQW�LQ������WR����SHU�FHQW�
LQ���������&ULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�VHHP�WR�KDYH�WKULYHG�DV�D�
UHVXOW�RI�WKH�ZHDNHQLQJ�RI�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�RYHUVLJKW��
OHDGLQJ�WR�DQ�RYHUDOO�LQFUHDVH�LQ�FULPH��LQFOXGLQJ�KRPLFLGH��
DV�UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�PHGLD���

0RUHRYHU��WKHUH�DUH�VLJQV�WKDW�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�QHWZRUNV�
DUH�H[SDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��2SLXP�SRSS\�FXOWLYDWLRQ�
LV�HVWLPDWHG�WR�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�E\����SHU�FHQW�IURP�WKH�
�����VHDVRQ�WR�WKH������VHDVRQ��ZKLFK�EHJDQ�LQ�1RYHP-
EHU���������2SLXP�SRSS\�FXOWLYDWLRQ�LV�FORVHO\�OLQNHG�WR�
PXOWL�GLPHQVLRQDO�SRYHUW\��LQVHFXULW\�DQG�D�ODFN�RI�VHUYLFHV�
DQG�DOWKRXJK�RQO\�D�VPDOO�SDUW�RI�WKH�SURFHHGV�RI�WKH�LOOLFLW�
WUDGH�LQ�GUXJV�LV�JHQHUDWHG�ZLWKLQ�0\DQPDU��RSLXP�SRSS\�
FXOWLYDWLRQ�LV�FORVHO\�OLQNHG�WR�LQVHFXULW\�DQG�FRQȵLFW�LQ�WKH�
FRXQWU\��΂�$Q�LQFUHDVH�LQ�GUXJ�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�WUDɝFNLQJ�
FDQ�IXUWKHU�DFFHOHUDWH�DQG�UHLQIRUFH�WKHVH�OLQNDJHV��SDU-
WLFXODUO\�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\ȇV�FXUUHQW�HQYLURQPHQW�RI�
LQVHFXULW\��ZHDNHQHG�UXOH�RI�ODZ�DQG�HFRQRP\���

ΖW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH��KRZHYHU��WKDW�WKH�ODFN�
RI�RɝFLDO�GDWD�DQG�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�RI�NLOOLQJV�PDNHV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�
interplay between the reasons behind the escalation in 
OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�0\DQPDU�D�FKDOOHQJH��$FFXUDWH�DQG�
FRPSUHKHQVLYH�GDWD�DUH�FUXFLDO�WR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�URRW�
FDXVHV�DQG�G\QDPLFV�RI�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�NLOOLQJV�DQG�WKH�
GHYHORSPHQW�RI�H΍HFWLYH�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�LVVXH�

Africa and Oceania
&RPSUHKHQVLYH�GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�DUH�QRW�DYDLODEOH�
IRU�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV�LQ�$IULFD�DQG�2FHDQLD��ZKLFK�PDNHV�LW�
GLɝFXOW�WR�GUDZ�fiUP�FRQFOXVLRQV�DERXW�ORQJHU�WHUP�WUHQGV�
DW�WKH�VXEUHJLRQDO�OHYHO�LQ�WKRVH�WZR�UHJLRQV��ΖQ�2FHDQLD��
reliable trend data are available only for Australia and New 
=HDODQG��ZKHUH�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�KDYH�UHPDLQHG�UHODWLYHO\�
VWDEOH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��RWKHU�WKDQ�IRU�D�VKRUW�WHUP�
VSLNH�LQ������LQ�1HZ�=HDODQG�WKDW�ZDV�DWWULEXWDEOH�WR�WKH�
&KULVWFKXUFK�PRVTXH�VKRRWLQJV���

%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�YHU\�OLPLWHG�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�UHOLDEOH�KRPLFLGH�
GDWD�IURP�FRXQWULHV�LQ�$IULFD��LW�UHPDLQV�YHU\�GLɝFXOW�WR�
LGHQWLI\�D�JHQHUDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�IRU�WKH�UHJLRQ��JLYHQ�
WKDW�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�DQG�WUHQGV�FDQ�YDU\�ZLGHO\�EHWZHHQ�

FRXQWULHV�DQG�VXEUHJLRQV��6RPH�RI�WKH�YDULDWLRQV�REVHUYHG�
PD\�UHȵHFW�JHQXLQH�GL΍HUHQFHV�LQ�OHYHOV�RI�FULPLQDO�YLROHQFH�
DFURVV�FRXQWULHV�EXW�PD\�DOVR�EH�GXH�WR�GL΍HUHQW�FDSDFLWLHV�
RI�QDWLRQDO�DXWKRULWLHV�WR�UHFRUG�KRPLFLGH�GDWD��ΖQ�$IULFD��
ORQJHU�WHUP�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�GDWD�DUH�RQO\�DYDLODEOH�IRU�D�
VHOHFWHG�QXPEHU�RI�FRXQWULHV�DQG��HYHQ�WKHQ��WKH�WLPH�
VHULHV�IUHTXHQWO\�FRQWDLQV�JDSV��fiJXUH����DQG�fiJXUH������

$OWKRXJK�WKH�DYDLODEOH�QDWLRQDO�GDWD�GR�QRW�SURYLGH�VXɝ-
FLHQW�HYLGHQFH�WR�GUDZ�FRQFOXVLRQV�DERXW�D�JHQHUDO�UHJLRQDO�
WUHQG��VHYHUDO�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�
VXEUHJLRQV�RI�$IULFD�DUH�VWLOO�QRWHZRUWK\��ΖQ�6RXWKHUQ�$IULFD��
IRU�H[DPSOH��6RXWK�$IULFD�KDV�UHFRUGHG�D�VWHDG\�LQFUHDVH�LQ�
WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��ZLWK�D�WHPSRUDU\�
GHFUHDVH�DW�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�LQ������
IROORZHG�E\�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�VSLNH�LQ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�������
LQFOXGLQJ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��fiJXUH�
�������$YDLODEOH�WUHQG�GDWD�IURP�QHLJKERXULQJ�1DPLELD�
LQGLFDWH�WKDW�WKH�VSLNH�LQ�YLROHQFH�DOPRVW�WZR�\HDUV�LQWR�
WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�REVHUYHG�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�PD\�QRW�
QHFHVVDULO\�KDYH�D΍HFWHG�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��
KRZHYHU��HYHQ�WKRVH�VKDULQJ�D�KLVWRULFDO�OHJDF\�RI�UDFLDO�
DQG�HFRQRPLF�LQHTXDOLW\�

ΖQ�(DVWHUQ�$IULFD��DYDLODEOH�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�GDWD�SRLQW�WR�
VLJQLfiFDQW�KHWHURJHQHLW\�EHWZHHQ�FRXQWULHV��IRU�H[DP-
SOH��8JDQGD�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�5HSXEOLF�RI�7DQ]DQLD�KDYH�
ERWK�UHFRUGHG�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�UHFHQW�
\HDUV��ZKLOH�.HQ\D�KDV�VHHQ�D�GUDPDWLF�LQFUHDVH�LQ�DQQXDO�
KRPLFLGHV�VLQFH�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�
�fiJXUH������0RUHRYHU��LQ�1RUWKHUQ�$IULFD��DYDLODEOH�WUHQG�
GDWD�IURP�WZR�UHODWLYHO\�SRSXORXV�FRXQWULHV��$OJHULD�DQG�
0RURFFR��VXJJHVW�WKDW�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�KDYH�EHHQ�VWHDGLO\�
LQFUHDVLQJ�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH�ZKLOH�UHPDLQLQJ�DW�VLJ-
QLfiFDQWO\�ORZHU�OHYHOV�WKDQ�WKRVH�REVHUYHG�LQ�FRXQWULHV�
LQ�RWKHU�VXEUHJLRQV�RI�$IULFD��fiJXUH�����

Fig. 15 Homicide trends in selected countries in 
SoXtKern $frica� E\ coXntr\� вабаȁвавб
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Demographics of homicide victims

*LYHQ�WKDW�WKH�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RQO\�SURYLGHV�DQ�LQLWLDO�
LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�JHQHUDO�OHYHO�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�D�FRXQWU\��
LI�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�UHDVRQV�IRU�ȵXFWXDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�UDWH�DUH�WR�
EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DQG�SXEOLF�SROLF\�WDUJHWHG�DGHTXDWHO\��WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�QHHGV�WR�EH�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�E\��IRU�H[DPSOH��
WKH�VH[�DQG�DJH�RI�YLFWLPV��ΖW�LV�ZHOO�GRFXPHQWHG�WKDW�ERWK�
VH[�DQG�DJH�KDYH�D�VWURQJ�EHDULQJ��DORQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�IDFWRUV��
RQ�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�E\�KRPLFLGH����7KH�VH[�
DQG�DJH�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�DUH�DOVR�WKH�WZR�PRVW�UHDGLO\�
DYDLODEOH�DQG�FRPSDUDEOH�GHPRJUDSKLF�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DW�
WKH�JOREDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�OHYHOV�

Se[ of KoPicide YictiPV
+RPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�KDV�D�FOHDU�JHQGHU�GLPHQVLRQ��ΖQ�������
PRUH�WKDQ���RXW�RI����KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ZRUOGZLGH�ZHUH�
PHQ�DQG�ER\V�����SHU�FHQW��ZKLOH�IHZHU�WKDQ���RXW�RI����
ZHUH�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�����SHU�FHQW���7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW��DW�
WKH�JOREDO�OHYHO��WKH�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�
IRXU�WLPHV�WKH�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��DW�����PDOH�YLFWLPV�
SHU���������PDOH�SRSXODWLRQ�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�����IHPDOH�
YLFWLPV�SHU���������IHPDOH�SRSXODWLRQ��

$OWKRXJK�WKH�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�H[FHHGV�WKH�IHPDOH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�DOO�WKH�UHJLRQV��WKH�ȊVH[�JDSȋ�LQ�KRPLFLGH�
YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�YDULHV�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�EHWZHHQ�UHJLRQV��fiJXUH�
�����ΖQ�������WKH�UHJLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�
UDWHV�ZHUH�WKH�$PHULFDV�������PDOH�YLFWLPV�SHU���������
PDOH�SRSXODWLRQ��DQG�$IULFD���������ZKLOH�WKH�UHJLRQV�ZLWK�
WKH�ORZHVW�ZHUH�$VLD��������(XURSH�������DQG�2FHDQLD��������

%\�FRQWUDVW��WKHUH�ZDV�PXFK�OHVV�YDULDELOLW\�LQ�WKH�IHPDOH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�EHWZHHQ�UHJLRQV��ZLWK�$IULFD�EHLQJ�WKH�UHJLRQ�
ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�����������IHPDOH�

YLFWLPV�SHU���������IHPDOH�SRSXODWLRQ��DQG�(XURSH�WKH�
UHJLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�ORZHVW�������

$V�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��WKH�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�YDULHV�FRQ-
VLGHUDEO\�DFURVV�UHJLRQV��fiJXUH������0RUHRYHU��LQ�UHJLRQV�
ZLWK�D�KLJK�RYHUDOO�OHYHO�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��VXFK�DV�
$IULFD�DQG�WKH�$PHULFDV��WKH�GL΍HUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�PDOH�
DQG�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LV�JHQHUDOO\�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�LQ�
RWKHU�UHJLRQV�DQG��FRQVHTXHQWO\��WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�PDOH�
KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LV�KLJKHU��7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�DQG�WKH�PDOH�VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGH�
YLFWLPV�QRW�RQO\�KROGV�DW�WKH�UHJLRQDO�OHYHO�EXW�DOVR�DW�WKH�
FRXQWU\�OHYHO�DQG�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�D�KLJKHU�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�WHQG�WR�KDYH�D�ODUJHU�VKDUH�RI�PDOH�YLFWLPV��fiJXUH�
���DQG�fiJXUH������7KH�VROH�H[FHSWLRQ�WR�WKLV�SDWWHUQ�LV�
Oceania, where this relationship cannot be seen in the 
RQO\�WKUHH�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD��ΖQ�������MXVW�D�KDQGIXO�RI�
FRXQWULHV�UHFRUGHG�PRUH�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�WKDQ�
PDOH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�DOO�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�
D�UHODWLYHO\�ORZ�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�ORFDWHG�LQ�(XURSH��
$XVWULD��&]HFKLD��ΖFHODQG��/DWYLD��1RUZD\��6ORYHQLD�DQG�
6ZLW]HUODQG��fiJXUH������

7KH�YDULDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ȊVH[�JDSȋ�LQ�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�UHJLRQV�DQG�FRXQWULHV�ODUJHO\�GHSHQGV�RQ�ZKDW�
GULYHV�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV����ΖQ�UHJLRQV�RU�FRXQWULHV�
ZLWK�UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��PDOH�WR�PDOH�NLOOLQJV��
RIWHQ�EHWZHHQ�JDQJ�PHPEHUV�RU�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV��
GULYH�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�DQG�WHQG�WR�EH�WKH�GRP-
LQDQW�W\SH�RI�KRPLFLGH��ZKLOH�LQ�WKRVH�ZLWK�UHODWLYHO\�ORZ�
KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�
WHQGV�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�D�ODUJHU�VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGHV��7KLV�W\SH�
RI�KRPLFLGH�LV�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�PDOH�WR�IHPDOH�

Fig. 16 Homicide trends in selected countries in 
NortKern $frica and (aVtern $frica� вабаȁвавб
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YLROHQFH�DQG�LWV�OHYHO�WHQGV�WR�EH�PRUH�VWDEOH�DFURVV�FRXQ-
WULHV�DQG�UHJLRQV�WKDQ�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGH��� Thus, 
PDOH�WR�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�H[SODLQV�PXFK�RI�WKH�YDULDELOLW\�
LQ�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�OHYHOV�DQG�XQFRYHULQJ�WKH�GULYHUV�RI�
VXFK�KRPLFLGHV�LV�FUXFLDO�LI�JOREDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
WUHQGV�DUH�WR�EH�IXOO\�XQGHUVWRRG�

Age of homicide victims

'LVDJJUHJDWHG�GDWD�RQ�WKH�DJH�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�DUH�QRW�
DV�UHDGLO\�DYDLODEOH�DV�GDWD�RQ�WKH�VH[�RI�YLFWLPV��ΖQ�WKH�
$PHULFDV�DQG�(XURSH��WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�DJH�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�
GDWD�HQDEOHV�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�UHJLRQDO�HVWLPDWHV�RI�WKH�
DJH�SURfiOH�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV��ZKHUHDV�LQ�$VLD��$IULFD�DQG�
2FHDQLD��WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�VXFK�GDWD�LV�OLPLWHG��PDNLQJ�
UHJLRQDO�HVWLPDWHV�RI�WKH�DJH�SURfiOH�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�
XQUHOLDEOH�LQ�WKRVH�UHJLRQV�

$JH�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�KRPLFLGH�HVWLPDWHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�
DQG�(XURSH�VXJJHVW�WKDW�\RXQJ�PHQ�DUH�PRVW�DW�ULVN�RI�
KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��ΖQ�������\RXQJ�PHQ�DJHG���Ȃ���\HDUV�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZHUH�WKRVH�PRVW�DW�ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH��ZLWK�
DQ�HVWLPDWHG�UDWH�RI������PDOH�YLFWLPV�SHU���������PDOH�
SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKDW�DJH�JURXS�Ȃ�WZLFH�WKH�DYHUDJH�PDOH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV������DQG�PRUH�WKDQ�fiYH�
WLPHV�WKH�JOREDO�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�����SHU���������
PDOH�SRSXODWLRQ��fiJXUH������ΖQ�(XURSH��RQ�RWKHU�KDQG��
PHQ�DJHG���Ȃ���\HDUV�ZHUH�WKH�DJH�JURXS�PRVW�DW�ULVN�RI�
KRPLFLGH��ZLWK�D�UDWH�RI�����SHU���������PDOH�SRSXODWLRQ�
LQ�������fiJXUH������:RPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�IDFH�D�PXFK�ORZHU�
KRPLFLGH�ULVN�WKDQ�PHQ�DQG�ER\V�DFURVV�DOO�DJH�JURXSV��
ERWK�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�(XURSH��7KH�UHODWLYH�DJH�VSHFLfiF�
KRPLFLGH�ULVNV�DUH�FRPSDUDEOH�DFURVV�WKH�VH[HV��KRZHYHU��
ZLWK�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�DJHG���Ȃ���\HDUV�DOVR�IDFLQJ�WKH�
KLJKHVW�ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�ZRPHQ�DJHG�
��Ȃ���\HDUV�DUH�WKRVH�PRVW�DW�ULVN�LQ�(XURSH�

'DWD�IRU�WKH�\HDUV������WR������VKRZ�WKDW�JOREDOO\���RXW�
RI����YLFWLPV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI�
���LQ�WKDW�SHULRG�ZHUH�PDOH��7KH�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
LQFUHDVHV�ZLWK�DJH��ZLWK�WKH�VH[�GLVSDULW\�LQFUHDVLQJ�VKDUSO\�
DIWHU�WKH�DJH�RI����\HDUV����7KH�SUHSRQGHUDQFH�RI�PDOH�
YLFWLPV�VWDUWV�WR�EHFRPH�DSSDUHQW�IURP���Ȃ���\HDUV�RI�
DJH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��ZKLOH�LQ�(XURSH�WKLV�LV�WKH�FDVH�IURP�
��Ȃ���\HDUV�RI�DJH���

'DWD�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ�����LQGLFDWH�WKDW�EURDG�UHJLRQDO�
DJH�SDWWHUQV�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�UHPDLQ�UHODWLYHO\�
VWDEOH�RYHU�WLPH��fiJXUH����DQG�fiJXUH������ΖW�LV�QRQHWKHOHVV�
XVHIXO�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�DJH�VSHFLfiF�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�RYHU�WLPH�
EHFDXVH�FKDQJHV�LQ�VXFK�UDWHV�PD\�LQGLFDWH�WKH�WDUJHW�
SRSXODWLRQV�ZKHUH�SUHYHQWLRQ�SROLFLHV�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�DV�ZHOO�
DV�WKRVH�ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�QRW��6H[�DQG�DJH�VSHFLfiF�KRPLFLGH�
WUHQG�HVWLPDWHV�IRU�(XURSH�DQG�WKH�$PHULFDV�VXJJHVW�WKDW�
ZKLOH�WKH�UHFHQW�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�KDV�EHHQ�SULPDULO\�FRQFHQWUDWHG�DPRQJ�
\RXQJ�PHQ�DJHG����WR����\HDUV��fiJXUH������WKH�GHFOLQH�
LQ�WKH�UHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�(XURSH�DSSHDUV�WR�KDYH�
EHHQ�VSUHDG�HTXDOO\�DFURVV�WKH�VH[HV�DQG�GL΍HUHQW�DJH�
JURXSV��fiJXUH������2QH�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�FRQFHQWUDWHG�
DJH��DQG�VH[�VSHFLfiF�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�EHWZHHQ�
�����DQG������LV�WKDW�KRPLFLGH�UHODWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
Ȃ�WKH�SUHGRPLQDQW�KRPLFLGH�W\SH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�Ȃ���
WHQGV�SULPDULO\�WR�D΍HFW�\RXQJ�PHQ��DQG�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�

Fig. 18 Share of male homicide victims versus total 
homicide rate in selected countries in Africa, the 
$PericaV and $Via� вавб or lateVt \ear Vince вабй

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��

Fig. 19 Share of male homicide victims versus total 
homicide rates in selected countries in Europe 
and 2ceania� вавб or lateVt \ear Vince вабй

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��

Note: Based on 128 countries with latest year of data on reported homicide 
totals available between 2019 and 2021. Countries with a total population 
below 100,000 and countries with fewer than five homicide victims per year 
have been omitted from the analysis, since the share of male and female 
homicides tends to fluctuate strongly from year to year. Data for Oceania are 
only available for three countries (Australia, Fiji and New Zealand), so the linear 
best fit is omitted for that region.
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RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�PD\�KDYH�D΍HFWHG�WKH�
GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�\RXQJ�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV��
7UHQGV�LQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH�WHQG�WR�EH�
PRUH�YRODWLOH�WKDQ�WUHQGV�LQ�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH��WKH�
SUHGRPLQDQW�KRPLFLGH�W\SH�LQ�(XURSH���

Patterns and trends in child homicide

Previous research has indicated that intentional kill-
LQJV�RI�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�PDLQO\�SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV����$PRQJ�RWKHU�IDFWRUV��VXFK�NLOOLQJV�WHQG�WR�EH�
OLQNHG�WR�JHQGHU�VWHUHRW\SHV��IDPLO\�YLROHQFH�DQG�PHQWDO�
KHDOWK�SUREOHPV�DPRQJ�WKH�YLFWLPVȇ�SDUHQWV��� As children 
JURZ�ROGHU��WKH\�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�IDOO�YLFWLP�WR�KRPLFLGH�
SHUSHWUDWHG�RXWVLGH�WKH�IDPLO\�FRQWH[W��ΖQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��

\RXQJ�PHQ�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�DW�ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH�UHODWHG�WR�
RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJ�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH����$W�WKH�JOREDO�
OHYHO��V\VWHPDWLF�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�RI�
FKLOG�KRPLFLGH�UHPDLQV�OLPLWHG��KRZHYHU��ZLWK�KRPLFLGH�
GDWD�SURYLGHG�WR�812'&�E\�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�QRW�FDSWXU-
LQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�YLFWLPV�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRUV�
GLVDJJUHJDWHG�E\�WKH�DJH�RI�YLFWLPV���

Globally, children���PDNH�XS�D�UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO�VKDUH�RI�
WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV��ΖW�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�
DURXQG��������KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ������ZHUH�FKLOGUHQ��
ZKLFK�HTXDWHV�WR�MXVW�RYHU����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�HVWLPDWHG�
WRWDO�WKDW�\HDU����7KH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�RI�
PHQ�DQG�ER\V���REVHUYHG�JOREDOO\�����SHU�FHQW�RI�DGXOWV��
LV�OHVV�SURQRXQFHG�LQ�\RXQJ�DJH�JURXSV��EXW�PDOH�YLFWLPV�

Fig. 21 +oPicide rate in (XroSe� E\ Ve[ and aJe JroXS� вабе and вавб

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Fig. 20 +oPicide rate in tKe $PericaV� E\ Ve[ and aJe JroXS� вабе and вавб
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VWLOO�DFFRXQW�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�WKLUGV�����SHU�FHQW��RI�FKLOG�
KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV��fiJXUH������

7KH�JHQGHU�GLVSDULW\�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�DPRQJ�FKLOGUHQ�
DQG�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�LQFUHDVHV�ZLWK�DJH��DV�LW�GRHV�LQ�WKH�WRWDO�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH��7KHUH�WHQGV�WR�EH�SDULW\�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�DPRQJ�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�FKLOG�YLFWLPV�DJHG��Ȃ��\HDUV��
ZKLOH�LQ�ROGHU�DJH�JURXSV��PDOHV�EHFRPH�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�PRUH�
OLNHO\�WKDQ�IHPDOHV�WR�IDOO�YLFWLP�WR�KRPLFLGH��� Research 
VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�
RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�WHQGV�WR�D΍HFW�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�FKLO-
GUHQ�WR�D�VLPLODU�H[WHQW��%\�FRQWUDVW��LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�ROGHU�
FKLOGUHQ�DQG�\RXQJ�DGXOWV��ZKR�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�IDOO�
YLFWLP�WR�QRQ�GRPHVWLF�KRPLFLGH��\RXQJ�PDOHV�DUH�PRUH�
YXOQHUDEOH�WKDQ�\RXQJ�IHPDOHV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�PRUH�
H[SRVHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJ�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH���

$OWKRXJK�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�WUHQG�GDWD�RQ�WKH�DJH�RI�KRPLFLGH�
YLFWLPV�DUH�QRW�UHDGLO\�DYDLODEOH�DW�WKH�JOREDO�OHYHO��� in the 
$PHULFDV�DQG�(XURSH��WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�UHOLDEOH�DJH�GLV-
DJJUHJDWHG�GDWD�HQDEOHV�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�UHJLRQDO�WUHQG�
HVWLPDWHV�RI�FKLOG�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV��%\�FRQWUDVW��LQ�$VLD��
$IULFD�DQG�2FHDQLD��WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�DJH�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�
GDWD�LV�PRUH�OLPLWHG��PDNLQJ�UHJLRQDO�WUHQG�HVWLPDWHV�RI�
FKLOG�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�XQUHOLDEOH�LQ�WKRVH�UHJLRQV�

ΖQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��WUHQG�HVWLPDWHV�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ�����
VXJJHVW�WKDW�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�FKLOG�KRPL-
FLGH�UDWHV�WHQG�WR�PRYH�LQ�WDQGHP�RYHU�WLPH�DQG�WKDW��WR�
VRPH�H[WHQW��WKH\�PLUURU�WKH�WUHQG�LQ�WKH�WRWDO�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�REVHUYHG�RYHU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��ZLWK�
GHFUHDVHV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�DIWHU�D�WHPSRUDU\�
SHDN�DURXQG�������7KH�PDOH�FKLOG�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�
$PHULFDV�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�fiYH�WLPHV�WKH�IHPDOH�FKLOG�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH��KRZHYHU��DQG�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�ȵXFWXDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�PDOH�
FKLOG�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�DSSHDU�WR�EH�VWURQJHU�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�
IHPDOH�FKLOG�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG��fiJXUH������

$V�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�FKLOG�
KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�(XURSH�DOVR�WHQG�WR�PRYH�LQ�WDQGHP��
2YHU�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������WKH�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�FKLOG�
KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�DOVR�PRYHG�ODUJHO\�LQ�WKH�VDPH�GLUHFWLRQ�DV�
WKH�WRWDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��DOWKRXJK�GHFOLQLQJ�
DW�D�PRUH�PRGHUDWH�SDFH��$�QRWLFHDEOH�H[FHSWLRQ�LV�WKH�
period between the end of 2020 and the end of 2021, where 
ERWK�WKH�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�FKLOG�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQFUHDVHG�LQ�
(XURSH�ZKLOH�WKH�WRWDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�GHFUHDVH
�fiJXUH�����

Fig. 22 Global number and share of male and female 
homicide victims among adults and children, 
вавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Fig. 23 Trends in the child homicide rate in the 
$PericaV� E\ Ve[� вабаȁвавб 
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Fig. 24 Trends in the child homicide rate in Europe, 
E\ Ve[� вабаȁвавб
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How the COVID-19 pandemic has 
affected homicide trends
7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�SRVVLEOH�FDXVDO�PHFKDQLVPV�WKURXJK�
ZKLFK�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�LQ�HDUO\������
PD\�KDYH�D΍HFWHG�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�JOREDOO\��UHJLRQDOO\�
DQG�QDWLRQDOO\��$UJXDEO\��WKH�PRVW�UHOHYDQW�PHFKDQLVPV�
DUH�WKRVH�WKDW�KDYH�UHVXOWHG�IURP�WKH�&29Ζ'����UHODWHG�
PRELOLW\�UHVWULFWLRQV��ȊORFNGRZQVȋ��LPSRVHG�E\�*RYHUQ-
PHQWV�WR�FXUWDLO�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�WKH�YLUXV��� These restrictions 
LQFOXGH�D�ZKROH�UDQJH�RI�SROLF\�PHDVXUHV��HDFK�RI�ZKLFK�
PD\�KDYH�UHVXOWHG�LQ�GL΍HUHQW�LPSDFWV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV��
ERWK�LQ�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP�DQG�WKH�ORQJHU�WHUP��� Restric-
WLYH�PHDVXUHV�UDQJH�IURP�VRFLDO�GLVWDQFLQJ�DQG�EDQV�RQ�
JDWKHULQJV�LQ�SXEOLF�VSDFHV��WKH�FORVXUH�RI�KRVSLWDOLW\�DQG�
HGXFDWLRQDO�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV��EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�IDFWRULHV��WR�
travel restrictions and electronic surveillance of the daily 
PRYHPHQWV�RI�FLWL]HQV���

:KHQ�DVVHVVLQJ�WKH�SRVVLEOH�LPSDFW�RI�ORFNGRZQV�RQ�
KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LW�LV�XVHIXO�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
VKRUW�WHUP�LPSDFW�WKDW�PD\�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�fiUVW�
IHZ�GD\V�RU�PRQWKV�RI�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�ORFNGRZQV�
DQG�WKH�ORQJHU�WHUP�LPSDFW��ΖQ�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP��WKH�FULPH�
ȊRSSRUWXQLW\ȋ�PHFKDQLVP�PD\�KDYH�D΍HFWHG�KRPLFLGH�LQ�
GL΍HUHQW�ZD\V��DV�ORFNGRZQ�UHVWULFWLRQV�PD\�KDYH�UHGXFHG�
WKH�ȊRSSRUWXQLW\ȋ�WR�FRPPLW�FULPHV�VXFK�DV�VWUHHW�UREEHU\�
DQG�JDQJ�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH����ZKLOH�WKH�ȊRSSRUWXQLW\ȋ�WR�
FRPPLW�KRPLFLGH�E\�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�DQG�IDPLO\�PHP-
EHUV��ZKLFK�W\SLFDOO\�RFFXUV�EHKLQG�FORVHG�GRRUV��PD\�
KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�GRPHVWLF�KRPLFLGHV��ΖQ�WKH�ORQJHU�WHUP��
WKH�QHJDWLYH�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�UHSHUFXVVLRQV�RI�ORFN-
GRZQV��ZKLFK�PD\�LQFOXGH�LQFUHDVHG�VWUHVV�DQG�DQ[LHW\��
XQHPSOR\PHQW�RU�ORVV�RI�LQFRPH��FDQ�EH�H[SHFWHG�WR�D΍HFW�

KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�E\�FUHDWLQJ�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�RI�ȊVWUDLQȋ�
WKDW�GULYHV�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�FRPPLW�FULPH��7KH�LQȵXHQFH�RI�
WKH�ȊVWUDLQȋ�PHFKDQLVP�LV�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�D�PRUH�ORQJ�ODVWLQJ�
H΍HFW�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV��HYHQ�DIWHU�ORFNGRZQV�DUH�OLIWHd 
�fiJXUH��������ΖW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�QR�VLQJOH�
ORFNGRZQ�UHODWHG�PHFKDQLVP�FDQ�EH�H[SHFWHG�WR�H[SODLQ�
DOO�YDULDWLRQV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV��)XUWKHUPRUH��KRPLFLGH�
WUHQGV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�LQȵXHQFHG�E\�WKH�OHYHO�RI�VXSSRUW�
SURYLGHG�E\�*RYHUQPHQWV�WR�PLWLJDWH�ORFNGRZQ�UHODWHG�
FKDOOHQJHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�E\�SUH�H[LVWLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�FRXQ-
WULHV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�FULPH�DQG�JRYHUQDQFH���

$OWKRXJK�HPSLULFDO�UHVHDUFK�KDV�QRW�GHfiQLWLYHO\�HVWDEOLVKHG�
D�FDXVDO�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLFȇV�LPSDFW�RQ�
PHQWDO�KHDOWK�DQG�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�FRQȵLFW�DQG�
YLROHQFH��WKHUH�LV�D�SRVVLEOH�FRQQHFWLRQ��� The COVID-19 
SDQGHPLF�OHG�WR�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�DQ[LHW\�
DQG�GHSUHVVLRQ�ZRUOGZLGH��� Mental health services were 
DOVR�LPSDFWHG�E\�WKH�SDQGHPLF��ZKLFK�UHGXFHG�WKHLU�DELOLW\�
WR�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�GHPDQG�IRU�VHUYLFHV�90�)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�
HFRQRPLF�VWUDLQ�DQG�VRFLDO�LVRODWLRQ�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKH�
SDQGHPLF�PD\�KDYH�H[DFHUEDWHG�H[LVWLQJ�WHQVLRQV�ZLWKLQ�
KRXVHKROGV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV��IXUWKHU�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�SRWHQ-
WLDO�IRU�YLROHQFH��3UHYLRXV�UHVHDUFK�KDV�KLJKOLJKWHG�KRZ�
PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FKDOOHQJHV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�YLROHQW�FULPH�FDQ�
SHUSHWXDWH�D�F\FOH�RI�YLROHQFH�91�7UDXPDWL]HG�LQGLYLGXDOV�
PD\�EHFRPH�PRUH�SURQH�WR�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�YLROHQW�DFWV�DV�
D�PDODGDSWLYH�FRSLQJ�PHFKDQLVP�RU�WR�VHHN�UHWULEXWLRQ��
$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�IHDU�RI�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�FDQ�OHDG�LQGLYLGXDOV�
WR�DUP�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�VHOI�GHIHQFH��SRWHQWLDOO\�HVFDODWLQJ�
FRQȵLFWV�DQG�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�RYHUDOO�OHYHO�RI�YLROHQFH�LQ�VRFL-
HW\��$GGUHVVLQJ�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FKDOOHQJHV�LV�D�FUXFLDO�IDFWRU�
LQ�EUHDNLQJ�WKLV�F\FOH�DQG�SURPRWLQJ�VDIHU�FRPPXQLWLHV�

Fig. 25 SiPXlation of criPe trendV EaVed on caXVal PecKaniVPV tKat inflXence criPe dXrinJ a SandePic

6RXUFH��812'&��Ȋ5HVHDUFK�EULHI��(΍HFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'�΂��SDQGHPLF�DQG�UHODWHG�UHVWULFWLRQV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�DQG�SURSHUW\�FULPHȋ��9LHQQD��������

Note: Based on: Eisner, M. and Nivette, A., “Violence and the pandemic: urgent questions for research and policy”, HFG Research and Policy Brief (April 2020).
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0RUH�WKDQ�WKUHH�\HDUV�LQWR�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��WKHUH�
LV�LQFUHDVLQJ�FURVV�QDWLRQDO�HYLGHQFH�RQ�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP�
LPSDFW�RI�WKH�ORFNGRZQV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV��DOEHLW�ZLWK�D�
SUHSRQGHUDQFH�RI�HYLGHQFH�IURP�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�
DQG�(XURSH��%\�FRQWUDVW��FURVV�QDWLRQDO�HYLGHQFH�RQ�WKH�
ORQJHU�WHUP�LPSDFW�UHPDLQV�OLPLWHG�DQG�ODUJHO\�LQFRQFOXVLYH�

Evidence on the short-term impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on homicide
$YDLODEOH�FURVV�QDWLRQDO�HYLGHQFH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�ZKLOH�WKH�
VKRUW�WHUP�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�
WUHQGV�ZDV�KLJKO\�KHWHURJHQHRXV�DQG�FRQWH[W�VSHFLfiF��LW�
DSSHDUV�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�UHODWLYHO\�OLPLWHG�DQG�VKRUW�OLYHG�
RYHUDOO��

0RQWKO\�GDWD�IURP����FRXQWULHV��PRVWO\�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�
DQG�(XURSH��VKRZ�GLYHUVH�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPL-
FLGH�YLFWLPV�UHFRUGHG�DIWHU�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�ORFNGRZQ�
PHDVXUHV��ZLWK�QR�FOHDU�RYHUDOO�SDWWHUQ�HPHUJLQJ�92 In 
��RXW�RI����FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�LW�ZDV�SRVVLEOH�WR�XVH�SUH�
&29Ζ'����PRQWKO\�WUHQGV�IRU�FRPSDULVRQ��WKH�GHFUHDVH�
LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�UHFRUGHG�IURP�0DUFK�
WR�$SULO������ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�ODUJHU�WKDQ�WKH�
DYHUDJH�FKDQJH�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�VDPH�PRQWKV�RYHU�
WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ�����93�$Q\�VLJQLfiFDQW�FKDQJHV�LQ�QDWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�ZHUH�VKRUW�OLYHG��KRZHYHU��DQG�SUH�SDQ-
GHPLF�G\QDPLFV�VRRQ�UHWXUQHG���

8VLQJ�GDLO\�FULPH�GDWD�IURP����FLWLHV�DFURVV����FRXQWULHV�LQ�
WKH�$PHULFDV��(XURSH��WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�DQG�$VLD��D�UHFHQW�
LQWHUUXSWHG�WLPH�VHULHV�DQDO\VLV�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�ORFN-
downs were associated with considerable but relatively 
VKRUW�OLYHG�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�XUEDQ�FULPH��ZLWK�VXEVWDQWLDO�
YDULDWLRQV�DFURVV�FLWLHV�DQG�W\SHV�RI�FULPH����+RZHYHU��LQ�
FRQWUDVW�WR�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�FULPH�VXFK�DV�UREEHU\��WKHIW�
DQG�DVVDXOW��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�GHFOLQHG�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�GXULQJ�WKH�
ORFNGRZQV��KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�ZHUH�IRXQG�WR�EH�PXFK�OHVV�
D΍HFWHG��ZLWK�VRPH�QRWDEOH�H[FHSWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FLWLHV�RI�&DOL�
�&RORPELD���/LPD��3HUX��DQG�5LR�GH�-DQHLUR��%UD]LO���7KH�
VWXG\�K\SRWKHVL]HG��EXW�GLG�QRW�VKRZ�HPSLULFDOO\��WKDW�WKH�
OLPLWHG�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�ORFNGRZQV�RQ�XUEDQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�
LQ�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP�FRXOG�EH�H[SODLQHG�LQ�SDUW�E\�WKH�ODUJH�
VKDUH�RI�GRPHVWLF�KRPLFLGHV�QRW�D΍HFWHG�E\�WKH�UHODWHG�
UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�GDLO\�HQFRXQWHUV�LQ�FLWLHV��DV�
ZHOO�DV�WKH�VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�UHODWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
JURXSV��ZKRVH�DFWLYLWLHV�PD\�EH�OHVV�LPSDFWHG�E\�FKDQJHV�
LQ�WKH�GDLO\�URXWLQHV�RI�RUGLQDU\�FLWL]HQV���

$QRWKHU�SRVVLEOH�H[SODQDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�WKH�RYHUDOO�OLPLWHG�
LPSDFW�RI�WKH�ORFNGRZQV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�FDQ�EH�
H[SODLQHG�E\�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�H΍HFWV�WKH\�PD\�KDYH�KDG�RQ�
GL΍HUHQW�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGH��ZLWK��IRU�H[DPSOH��LQFUHDVHV�LQ�
GRPHVWLF�KRPLFLGH�ȊFDQFHOOLQJ�RXWȋ�GHFUHDVHV�LQ�QRQ�GR-
PHVWLF�KRPLFLGH�

6HYHUDO�FRXQWU\�VSHFLfiF�VWXGLHV�SRLQW�WR�WKH�KLJKO\�KHWHU-
RJHQRXV�DQG�FRQWH[W�VSHFLfiF�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�ORFNGRZQV�RQ�
KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP��$�UHFHQW�VWXG\�LQ�0H[-
ico,���IRU�H[DPSOH��ZKHUH�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�
GULYHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV��� also supports the hypothesis 
WKDW�WUHQGV�LQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�PD\�KDYH�
EHHQ�UHODWLYHO\�XQD΍HFWHG�E\�WKH�ORFNGRZQV��8VLQJ�ZHHNO\�
FULPH�GDWD�IRU������DQG������IURP����GLVWULFWV�LQ�0H[LFR�
City, the study found no evidence that the lockdowns had 
D�GLVFHUQLEOH�H΍HFW�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV��ZKLOH�RWKHU�W\SHV�
RI�FULPH�VXFK�DV�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��EXUJODU\�DQG�YHKLFOH�
WKHIW�UHSRUWHG�WR�WKH�DXWKRULWLHV�GHFUHDVHG�VKDUSO\��+RZ-
HYHU��WKH�GHFUHDVH�LQ�UHSRUWHG�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�ZDV�QRW�
LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�DQ�DFWXDO�GHFUHDVH�LQ�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�

%\�FRQWUDVW��HYLGHQFH�IURP�%LKDU��ΖQGLD��VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�
ORFNGRZQV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�����SHU�FHQW��GHFUHDVH�
LQ�KRPLFLGHV�UHFRUGHG�E\�SROLFH�GHSDUWPHQWV�99 studies in 
Peru100 and South Africa101�DOVR�SRLQW�WR�VLJQLfiFDQW�VKRUW�
WHUP�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��7KH�VKRUW�WHUP�
decrease in South Africa has been linked to a nationwide 
EDQ�RQ�DOFRKRO�VDOHV�LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�0DUFK������WKDW��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�UHFHQW�VWXG\�102�UHGXFHG�UHFRUGHG�KRPL-
FLGHV�E\����SHU�FHQW�DQG�LQMXU\�LQGXFHG�PRUWDOLW\�E\�DW�
OHDVW����SHU�FHQW��ΖQ�WKLV�UHJDUG��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�
GHFUHDVHV�LQ�UHFRUGHG�RU�UHSRUWHG�KRPLFLGH�GXULQJ�WKH�
ORFNGRZQV�PD\�DOVR�UHȵHFW�WKH�UHGXFHG�FDSDFLW\�RI�WKH�
FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�DQG�KHDOWK�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�V\VWHPV�WR�UHFRUG�
KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�DFFXUDWHO\�LQ�WKDW�SHULRG�103

Spotlight on Colombia and Guatemala 
Colombia

ΖQ�&RORPELD��WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�KDG�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�
VKRUW�WHUP�LPSDFW�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV��ΖQLWLDOO\��WKH�VWULFW�
ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV�LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�0DUFK������UHVXOWHG�
LQ�D�QRWDEOH�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV��
ΖQ�$SULO�������WKHUH�ZHUH����SHU�FHQW�IHZHU�YLFWLPV�WKDQ�
WKH�DYHUDJH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�PRQWK�RYHU�WKH�SHULRG�
����Ȃ������7KLV�GHFOLQH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�ZDV�VKRUW�OLYHG��
KRZHYHU��DV�WKH�PRQWKO\�QXPEHU�RI�YLFWLPV�KDG�UHWXUQHG�
WR�SUH�SDQGHPLF�OHYHOV�E\�-XQH��$V�D�UHVXOW��&RORPELD�
UHFRUGHG��������YLFWLPV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�������
D�VOLJKW�GHFUHDVH�RI�����YLFWLPV�IURP�WKH������fiJXUH��7KLV�
ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�VXUJH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�������
ZLWK�WKH�QXPEHU�ULVLQJ�WR��������YLFWLPV��D������SHU�FHQW�
LQFUHDVH�IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�

$�VWXG\�H[SORULQJ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF�RQ�KRPL-
FLGH�UDWHV�LQ�&RORPELD�IRXQG�WKDW�LQ�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�ZKHUH�
WKHUH�ZDV�D�KLJK�QXPEHU�RI�&29Ζ'����LQIHFWLRQV�DQG�RUJD-
QL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�KDG�D�VWURQJ�SUHVHQFH��WKHUH�ZDV�
DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�GXULQJ�WKH�fiUVW�fiYH�PRQWKV�RI�
WKH�SDQGHPLF��ZKHUHDV�LQ�WKRVH�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZDV�D�ORZ�
QXPEHU�RI�LQIHFWLRQV�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�KDG�
D�ZHDN�SUHVHQFH��WKH�RSSRVLWH�RFFXUUHG�����2UJDQL]HG�
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FULPLQDO�JURXSV�VHHP�WR�KDYH�GLVSOD\HG�DGDSWDELOLW\�GXULQJ�
WKH�SDQGHPLF�E\�DGMXVWLQJ�WKHLU�RSHUDWLRQV�WR�E\SDVV�
ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV��7KLV�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�FHUWDLQ�FULPLQDO�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�SHUVLVWHG�GHVSLWH�WKH�PHDVXUHV��HQDEOLQJ�
RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�UHPDLQ�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH��

7KH�ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV�DOVR�SURYLGHG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�
with opportunities to consolidate their control over terri-
WRULHV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�E\�H[SORLWLQJ�SDQGHPLF�LQGXFHG�
YXOQHUDELOLWLHV����

6LPLODU�WR�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�NLOOLQJV�RI�ZRPHQ�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�JHQGHU��RU�
ȊIHPLFLGHVȋ��DOVR�GURSSHG�LQ�WKH�LQLWLDO�DIWHUPDWK�RI�WKH�
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV��ΖQIRUPDWLRQ�
FROOHFWHG�RQOLQH�E\�&RORPELDȇV�)HPLFLGH�2EVHUYDWRU\�VKRZHG�
D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VXFK�NLOOLQJV�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�$SULO�
DQG�0D\�������PRQWKO\�DYHUDJH�RI������ERWK�FRPSDUHG�
ZLWK�GXULQJ�WKH�fiUVW�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH�\HDU��PRQWKO\�DYHUDJH�
RI�����DQG�GXULQJ�$SULO�DQG�0D\�������PRQWKO\�DYHUDJH�RI�
��������6XEVHTXHQWO\��KRZHYHU��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ȊIHPLFLGHVȋ�
JUDGXDOO\�LQFUHDVHG�GXULQJ�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�ORFNGRZQ��ZKLFK�
ZDV�OLIWHG�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�$XJXVW��

$QRWKHU�YLROHQFH�G\QDPLF�YLVLEOH�GXULQJ�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQ-
GHPLF�LQ�&RORPELD�ZDV�D�VXUJH�LQ�NLOOLQJV�RI�VRFLDO�OHDGHUV�
DQG�YXOQHUDEOH�JURXSV�LQ�������SRVVLEO\�EHFDXVH�SROLFH�
UHVRXUFHV�DQG�DFFHVV�WR�VXSSRUW�ZHUH�OLPLWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�
SDQGHPLF��DOWKRXJK�RWKHU��QRQ�SDQGHPLF�UHODWHG�IDFWRUV�
OLNHO\�SOD\HG�D�UROH�DOVR��LQFOXGLQJ�GLVSXWHV�RYHU�WHUULWR-
ULHV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�DEDQGRQHG�E\�WKH�)XHU]DV�
$UPDGDV�5HYROXFLRQDULDV�GH�&RORPELD��)$5&���DQG�WKH�
YXOQHUDELOLWLHV�RI�UXUDO�LQKDELWDQWV�LQYROYHG�LQ�JRYHUQPHQW�
SURJUDPPHV�DLPHG�DW�FXUELQJ�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ���� The strict 
ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV�LQLWLDOO\�UHGXFHG�WKHVH�NLOOLQJV��EXW�DV�
the health crisis continued, the security situation in rural 
DUHDV�GHWHULRUDWHG��OHDGLQJ�WR�D�UHVXUJHQFH�LQ�DWWDFNV�

7KH�GHSDUWPHQW�RI�$QWLRTXLD��D�ORQJ�WHUP�FULPLQDO�KRWVSRW����
UHSRUWHGO\�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�GHFUHDVH�LQ�
KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�LQ�������EXW�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW�
FRQWLQXHG�WR�VHH�DFWLYH�RSHUDWLRQV�E\�YDULRXV�FULPLQDO�
JURXSV��UHȵHFWLQJ�WKHLU�H΍RUWV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�FRQWURO�DQG�
GRPLQDQFH�GXULQJ�WKH�SDQGHPLF�109

Guatemala
ΖQ�������*XDWHPDOD�H[SHULHQFHG�D�VXEVWDQWLDO�IDOO�LQ�LWV�
DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�WR�D�WRWDO�RI�������YLFWLPV�
IURP�������LQ�������UHSUHVHQWLQJ�D�GHFUHDVH�RI����SHU�
FHQW��7KLV�SRVLWLYH�GHYHORSPHQW�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�
RI�WKH�PHDVXUHV�LPSOHPHQWHG�IURP�PLG�0DUFK�WR�WKH�
end of June to contain the spread of COVID-19 and their 
LPSDFW�RQ�FULPH�UHSRUWHG�WR�WKH�SROLFH��%HWZHHQ�-DQXDU\�
DQG�-XQH�������WKH�WRWDO�FULPH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�XQGHU-
ZHQW�D�GHFOLQH�RI������SHU�FHQW�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�GXULQJ�WKH�
VDPH�SHULRG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�110 This reduction was 

PDLQO\�GULYHQ�E\�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�GHFUHDVH�LQ�FULPH�LQ�WKH�
SXEOLF�VSKHUH��VXFK�DV�SURSHUW\�FULPH��DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�ZDV�
DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�FULPH�LQ�WKH�SULYDWH�VSKHUH��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�
LQFLGHQWV�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�111

'XULQJ�WKH�ORFNGRZQ�SHULRG��WKHUH�ZDV�D�WXUQLQJ�SRLQW�
LQ�-XQH������DV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�LQFLGHQWV�URVH�FRPSDUHG�
ZLWK�GXULQJ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�PRQWKV��UHȵHFWLQJ�DQ�HDVLQJ�RI�
ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV��$OWKRXJK�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�
WKDW�PRQWK�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�ODUJHVW�QXPEHU�VLQFH�WKH�
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV��LW�UHPDLQHG�EHORZ�
WKH�fiJXUH�IRU�-XQH�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�112

0XQLFLSDOLWLHV�ZLWK�KLJKHU�OHYHOV�RI�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�VDZ�WKH�
VWHHSHVW�GHFOLQH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�GXULQJ�WKH�fiUVW�KDOI�RI������
�-DQXDU\Ȃ-XQH��DV�WKH�FRQWDLQPHQW�PHDVXUHV�ZHUH�PRUH�
VWULFWO\�LPSOHPHQWHG�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�PRUH�VHULRXV�UHGXF-
WLRQV�LQ�PRELOLW\�LQ�VXFK�DUHDV�113

+RZHYHU��WKH�DYDLODEOH�HYLGHQFH�SRLQWV�WR�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�
�����SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FDVHV�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�
handled by the National Civil Police between January and 
-XQH�������0RUHRYHU��WKH�3XEOLF�3URVHFXWRUȇV������KRWOLQH�
UHSRUWHG�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�HPHUJHQF\�FDOOV�UHODWHG�WR�SK\VLFDO�
YLROHQFH�GXULQJ�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG����

*XDWHPDOD�UHJLVWHUHG�D�UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�ȊIHPLFLGHVȋ�
LQ�������DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�GHOD\V�LQ�UHFRUGLQJ�
WKHP�WKDW�FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����
SDQGHPLF��6XEPLVVLRQV�IURP�ZRPHQȇV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�
RWKHU�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�DFWRUV�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�)HPLFLGH�
:DWFK�ΖQLWLDWLYH�EDFN�XS�WKLV�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�
WKH�UHFRUGLQJ�RI�ȊIHPLFLGHȋ�FDVHV�E\�DXWKRULWLHV�PD\�KDYH�
EHHQ�QHJDWLYHO\�D΍HFWHG�LQ�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�GXULQJ�WKH�
fiUVW�\HDU�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF�����'HOD\V�LQ�UHFRUGLQJ�FDVHV�PD\�
KDYH�VNHZHG�WKH�UHSRUWHG�fiJXUHV�DQG�REVFXUHG�WKH�WUXH�
H[WHQW�RI�WKH�SUREOHP��$XWKRULWLHV�GRFXPHQWHG�DW�OHDVW�
����ȊIHPLFLGHVȋ�LQ�������D�GHFUHDVH�IURP�WKH�����FDVHV�
UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��1RQHWKHOHVV��WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�ȊIHPLFLGHȋ�FDVHV�LQFUHDVHG�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�LQ���������

7KH�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�GXULQJ�WKH�ORFN-
GRZQ�SHULRG�FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�UHVWULFWLRQV�RI�PRELOLW\�
DQG�HFRQRPLF�DFWLYLWLHV��ZKLFK�KLQGHUHG�WKH�FDSDFLW\�DQG�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�RI�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�WR�FRPPLW�PXUGHU�DQG�
HQJDJH�LQ�H[WRUWLRQ��+RZHYHU��ZLWK�WKH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�
HFRQRPLF�DFWLYLW\�DQG�PRELOLW\�RQFH�ORFNGRZQ�UHVWULFWLRQV�
ZHUH�OLIWHG��FULPLQDO�YLROHQFH�EHJDQ�WR�LQFUHDVH�DJDLQ�DQG�
FULPLQDO�JURXSV�DGDSWHG�WR�WKH�QHZ�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��([WRU-
WLRQ�UDFNHWV�LQWHQVLfiHG�DQG�JDQJV�IRXQG�DOWHUQDWLYH�ZD\V�
WR�JHQHUDWH�UHYHQXH��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�UHERXQG�LQ�KRPLFLGH�
LQ�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�PRQWKV�����+RPLFLGHV�UHODWHG�WR�RUJD-
QL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�RU�JDQJV�LQFUHDVHG�IURP������WR�
������)LUHDUPV�DQG�H[SORVLYHV��ZKLFK�DUH�RIWHQ�LQGLFDWLYH�
RI�YLROHQFH�WULJJHUHG�E\�JDQJV�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��ZHUH�
WKH�PRVW�SUHYDOHQW�PHDQV�RI�FRPPLWWLQJ�KRPLFLGH����
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Fig. 26 <ear-on-\ear SercentaJe cKanJe in tKe nXPEer of KoPicide YictiPV in tKe $PericaV in вава and вавб 
coPSared witK tKe larJeVt \ear-on-\ear SercentaJe cKanJe Eetween ваба and вабй� E\ VXEreJion

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

7KH�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�FULPH�GXULQJ�WKH�ORFNGRZQ�SHULRG�LQ�
*XDWHPDOD�PD\�DOVR�EH�SDUWO\�DWWULEXWHG�WR�IDFWRUV�H[WHUQDO�
WR�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�
RI�QHZ�FULPH�SROLFLHV�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�-DQXDU\�������7KHVH�
SROLFLHV�LQFOXGHG�LQWHOOLJHQFH�OHG�LQLWLDWLYHV��FURVV�ERUGHU�
RSHUDWLRQV�WR�FRXQWHU�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�DQG�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�
RI�UHJLRQDO�DQG�PXQLFLSDO�FRPPLVVLRQV�IRU�FRPPXQLW\�
RXWUHDFK��ZKLFK�ZHUH�KDYLQJ�SRVLWLYH�RXWFRPHV�HYHQ�
EHIRUH�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�VWULFW�ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV�119

Evidence on the longer-term impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on homicide 
$VVHVVLQJ�WKH�ORQJHU�WHUP�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�
RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LV�FKDOOHQJLQJ��JLYHQ�WKDW�DQ�LQFUHDV-
LQJ�QXPEHU�RI�FDXVDO�IDFWRUV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�LQWHUYHQH�DQG�
PRGHUDWH�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�DV�WLPH�SDVVHV��7KHVH�FDXVDO�
IDFWRUV��ZKLFK�LQFOXGH�IRRG�SULFH�LQFUHDVHV�RU�LQȵDWLRQDU\�
SUHVVXUH��PD\�EH�RQO\�PDUJLQDOO\�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�&29Ζ'����
SDQGHPLF�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�ORFNGRZQV�RU�ODUJHO\�XQUHODWHG�
WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��7KH�HUXSWLRQ�RI�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�FRQȵLFWV��
IRU�H[DPSOH��LV�OLNHO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�
HFRQRPLF��VRFLDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�FKDQJHV�WKDW�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�
LQ�PRWLRQ�EHIRUH�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��0RUHRYHU��
FRQFOXVLRQV�DERXW�WKH�ORQJHU�WHUP�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�SDQ-
GHPLF�PD\�FKDQJH�DQG�VRPH�SDWWHUQV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�ZLOO�
RQO\�EHFRPH�YLVLEOH�LQ�WKH�\HDUV�WR�FRPH�

:LWK�WKHVH�FDYHDWV�LQ�PLQG��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�VKHG�VRPH�
OLJKW�RQ�WKH�SRVVLEOH�ORQJHU�WHUP�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����
SDQGHPLF�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�E\�FRPSDULQJ�\HDU�RQ�
\HDU�FKDQJHV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�REVHUYHG�LQ������������
DQG�������ZLWK�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�FKDQJHV�REVHUYHG�RYHU�WKH�

SUHYLRXV�GHFDGH��VWDUWLQJ�LQ�������7KLV�DSSURDFK�PDNHV�LW�
SRVVLEOH�WR�HVWDEOLVK�ZKHWKHU�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�fiUVW�
WZR�\HDUV�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�������DQG�������ZHUH�
ȊH[FHSWLRQDOȋ�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�WKRVH�REVHUYHG�RYHU�
WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������DOWKRXJK�GLUHFWO\�DWWULEXWLQJ�VXFK�
H[FHSWLRQDO�FKDQJHV�WR�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�&29Ζ'����UHODWHG�
ORFNGRZQV�LV�QRW�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�WKLV�DSSURDFK�

Americas
7KH�DYDLODEOH�HYLGHQFH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'�
���SDQGHPLF�KDG�KHWHURJHQHRXV�LPSDFWV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�
WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�VXEUHJLRQV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV��fiJXUH�
�����%HWZHHQ������DQG�������LQ�ERWK�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DQG�
6RXWK�$PHULFD��\HDU�RQ�\HDU�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�HVWLPDWHG�WRWDO�
QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�WKDW�ZHUH�ZHOO�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�UDQJH�RI�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�FKDQJHV�REVHUYHG�RYHU�
WKH�SUHYLRXV�GHFDGH��ΖQ�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD��E\�FRQWUDVW��
DQ�H[WUHPHO\�ȊXQXVXDOȋ�LQFUHDVH�RI�DOPRVW����SHU�FHQW�
LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�
WKH�fiUVW�\HDU�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��DQG�D�IXUWKHU��
PRUH�PRGHVW�LQFUHDVH�RI�URXJKO\���SHU�FHQW�LQ�������7KH�
UHDVRQV�EHKLQG�WKLV�VXGGHQ�VXUJH�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�
1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD��DQG�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��
UHPDLQ�FRQWHVWHG��EXW�LW�LV�OLNHO\�WKDW�ORFNGRZQ�UHODWHG�
IDFWRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�D�VXUJH�LQ�XQHPSOR\PHQW��LQFUHDVHG�
JXQ�RZQHUVKLS��DV�ZHOO�DV�&29Ζ'����UHODWHG�DQ[LHW\�DQG�
VWUHVV��SOD\HG�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�120 Nonetheless, recently 
UHOHDVHG�HVWLPDWHV�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV�GHFUHDVHG�QDWLRQZLGH�E\�����SHU�FHQW�IURP������
WR������121

ΖQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�REVHUYHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�HQG�RI������DQG�WKH�
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HQG�RI������GRHV�QRW�DSSHDU�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�ȊH[FHSWLRQDOȋ��
+RZHYHU��WKH�LQFUHDVH�RI����SHU�FHQW�REVHUYHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
HQG�RI������DQG�WKH�HQG�RI������ZDV�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�ODUJHU�
WKDQ�DQ\�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�FKDQJHV�REVHUYHG�RYHU�WKH�SUHYL-
ous decDGH��fiJXUH������:KLOH�D�VXUJH�LQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�FDQ�H[SODLQ�VRPH�RI�WKLV�
year-on-year variation,122�LW�PD\�DOVR�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�VRPH�
RI�WKH�ȊVWUDLQȋ�UHODWHG�FDXVDO�PHFKDQLVPV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
WKH�ORFNGRZQV��VXFK�DV�XQHPSOR\PHQW��ORVV�RI�LQFRPH��
HWF���VWDUWHG�WR�SXVK�XS�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�
VRPH�WZR�\HDUV�LQWR�WKH�SDQGHPLF�

Europe
ΖQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�REVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��WKH�
HYLGHQFH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�(XURSH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�RQVHW�

RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�KDG�D�UHODWLYHO\�OLPLWHG�ORQ-
JHU�WHUP�LPSDFW�RQ�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LQ�(XURSHȇV�
IRXU�VXEUHJLRQV��fiJXUH������%HWZHHQ������DQG�������DOO�
IRXU�VXEUHJLRQV�UHFRUGHG�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�
HVWLPDWHG�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�WKDW�ZHUH�
ZHOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�UDQJH�RI�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�FKDQJHV�REVHUYHG�
over the previous dHFDGH��fiJXUH������:HVWHUQ�(XURSH�
ZDV�WKH�RQO\�(XURSHDQ�VXEUHJLRQ�WR�UHFRUG�DQ�LQFUHDVH�
�����SHU�FHQW��LQ�KRPLFLGHV�GXULQJ�WKH�fiUVW�\HDU�RI�WKH�
&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��GULYHQ�E\�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�NLOOLQJV�LQ�
*HUPDQ\��7KDW�VDLG��WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�ȵXFWXD-
WLRQV�REVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�LQ������������DQG������
ZHUH�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�ODUJHU��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�
&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�GLG�QRW�EULQJ�DERXW�D�PDMRU�FKDQJH�
LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��fiJXUH�����

Fig. 28 <ear-on-\ear SercentaJe cKanJe in KoPicide in Velected VXEreJionV and JloEall\ in вава and вавб� 
coPSared witK tKe larJeVt \ear-on \ear SercentaJe cKanJe Eetween ваба and вабй

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Fig. 27 <ear-on-\ear SercentaJe cKanJe in KoPicide in (XroSe in вава and вавб coPSared witK tKe larJeVt 
\ear-on-\ear SercentaJe Eetween ваба and вабй� E\ VXEreJion

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�
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Asia and Oceania
%H\RQG�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�(XURSH��WKH�OLPLWHG�DYDLODELOLW\�
RI�UHOLDEOH�QDWLRQDO�WUHQG�GDWD�PHDQV�WKDW�VXɝFLHQWO\�SUH-
FLVH�WUHQG�HVWLPDWHV�FDQ�RQO\�EH�UHSRUWHG�IRU�D�VHOHFWHG�
QXPEHU�RI�VXEUHJLRQV�DQG�FRXQWULHV��ΖQ�$XVWUDOLD��WKH�
FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�REVHUYHG�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�HQG�RI������DQG�WKH�HQG�RI������ZDV�PDU-
JLQDO��ZKLOH�LQ�1HZ�=HDODQG��WKH�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�GHFUHDVH�
LQ�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�RYHU�WKH�VDPH�
SHULRG�ZDV�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�ODUJHU�WKDQ�DQ\�FKDQJH�REVHUYHG�
in the previous�GHFDGH��fiJXUH������5DWKHU�WKDQ�LQGLFDWLQJ�
WKDW�WKH�&29Ζ'����UHODWHG�ORFNGRZQV�UHGXFHG�KRPLFLGHV��
KRZHYHU��WKH�GUDVWLF�FKDQJH�LQ�1HZ�=HDODQG�LV�ODUJHO\�D�
UHȵHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VSLNH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�UHFRUGHG�LQ������DIWHU�
WKH�&KULVWFKXUFK�PRVTXH�VKRRWLQJV�LQ�0DUFK�RI�WKDW�\HDU�

ΖQ�6RXWK�(DVWHUQ�$VLD��WKH�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�HVWLPDWHG�WRWDO�
QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�REVHUYHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�HQG�
of 2019 and the end of 2020 does not appear to have 
EHHQ�ȊXQXVXDOȋ�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�FKDQJHV�REVHUYHG�LQ�
WKH�SUHYLRXV�GHFDGH��EXW�WKH�PDVVLYH�LQFUHDVH��RI�PRUH�
WKDQ�����SHU�FHQW��LQ�NLOOLQJV�REVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�
between the end of 2020 and the end of 2021 was indeed 
ȊH[FHSWLRQDOȋ��fiJXUH������ΖQ�WKLV�FDVH��KRZHYHU��WKH�LQFUHDVH�
FDQ�EH�PDLQO\�DWWULEXWHG�WR�D�VSLNH�LQ�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�YLROHQFH�
LQ�0\DQPDU�DQG�LV�ODUJHO\�XQUHODWHG�WR�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�
&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��

ΖQ�6RXWKHUQ�$VLD��WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�
RQ�VXEUHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�DOVR�DSSHDUV�WR�KDYH�
EHHQ�UHODWLYHO\�PXWHG��DV�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�
WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�REVHUYHG�EHWZHHQ������DQG�
�����ZHUH�ZHOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�UDQJH�RI�FKDQJHV�REVHUYHG�
in the previous�GHFDGH��fiJXUH������ΖW�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG��
KRZHYHU��WKDW�ΖQGLD�DQG�3DNLVWDQ��WKH�WZR�PRVW�SRSXORXV�
FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�IRU�ZKLFK�WLPH�VHULHV�GDWD�DUH�
DYDLODEOH��KDYH�ERWK�UHFRUGHG�VOLJKW�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�
�3DNLVWDQ�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��VLQFH�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����
SDQGHPLF��IROORZLQJ�D�GHFDGH�RI�FRQWLQXRXV�GHFOLQH��7KLV�
PD\�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�ȊVWUDLQȋ�UHODWHG�FDXVDO�PHFKDQLVPV�DVVR-
FLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�ORFNGRZQV�KDYH�EHHQ�JUDGXDOO\�SXVKLQJ�XS�
KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�$VLD��DOWKRXJK�PRUH�UHVHDUFK�
is needed if the factors that have driven this increase are 
WR�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�

Africa
ΖQ�$IULFD��WKH�OLPLWHG�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�UHOLDEOH�WUHQG�GDWD�PDNHV�
GUDZLQJ�fiUP�FRQFOXVLRQV�DERXW�WKH�ORQJHU�WHUP�LPSDFW�
RI�&29Ζ'����ORFNGRZQV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�YHU\�GLɝFXOW��
with the evidence available for three populous countries in 
WKH�UHJLRQ�QRW�SDLQWLQJ�D�FOHDU�SLFWXUH��)RU�H[DPSOH��ERWK�
.HQ\D�DQG�6RXWK�$IULFD�UHFRUGHG�VLJQLfiFDQW�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�
KRPLFLGHV�WZR�\HDUV�LQWR�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��ZKLFK�
PD\�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�ȊVWUDLQȋ�UHODWHG�PHFKDQLVPV�VXFK�DV�
XQHPSOR\PHQW�DQG�ORVV�RI�LQFRPH�KDYH�EHHQ�SXVKLQJ�
XS�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�WKRVH�FRXQWULHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�D�ULVH�LQ�
FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD��ZKHUHDV�8JDQGD�

UHFRUGHG�D�FRQWLQXRXV�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�GXULQJ�
WKH�fiUVW�WZR�\HDUV�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��7KLV�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�
LPSDFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LQ�
$IULFD�KDV�EHHQ�KLJKO\�KHWHURJHQHRXV�DQG�FRQWH[W�VSHFLfiF�
�fiJXUH�����

Spotlight on South Africa 
ΖQ�������WKH�QXPEHU�RI�YLFWLPV�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�
UHDFKHG�D�WRWDO�RI�DOPRVW���������RU�URXJKO\�������PRUH�
than in 2020,123�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�ODUJHVW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�$IULFD�
LQ�DEVROXWH�QXPEHUV�LQ�������'DWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH�R΍HQFHV�
LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�LQFUHDVH�FRQWLQXHG�LQ���������

$IWHU�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��6RXWK�$IULFD�
LQLWLDOO\�H[SHULHQFHG�D�GHFOLQH�LQ�KRPLFLGH��ZLWK������SHU�
FHQW�IHZHU�KRPLFLGHV�RFFXUULQJ�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�$SULOȂ-XQH�
�����WKDQ�GXULQJ�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�LQ����������)URP�-XQH�WR�
6HSWHPEHU�������WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�ORZHU�WKDQ�GXULQJ�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�LQ�������
E\�����SHU�FHQW��&29Ζ'����UHODWHG�PHDVXUHV�VXFK�DV�D�EDQ�
RQ�DOFRKRO�VDOHV�PD\�KDYH�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP�
GHFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�DIWHU�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF����
EXW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�EHJDQ�WR�LQFUHDVH�EH\RQG�
WKH�OHYHO�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�
IURP�2FWREHU����������ΖQ�������WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
FRQWLQXHG�WR�VXUSDVV�SUH�SDQGHPLF�OHYHOV��ZLWK�DQ�DODUP-
LQJ�LQFUHDVH�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����SHU�FHQW�IURP�WKH������
OHYHO�DQG�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI����SHU�FHQW�IURP�WKH������OHYHO�
(FRQRPLF�FKDOOHQJHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'�
���SDQGHPLF��KDYH�QHJDWLYHO\�D΍HFWHG�ERWK�WKH�OHJDO�DQG�
LOOHJDO�HFRQRPLHV�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�����ZKLFK�KDV�OHG�WR�JUHDWHU�
FRPSHWLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�DQG�DQ�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�YLROHQFH��7KH�SDQGHPLFȇV�IDU�UHDFKLQJ�FRQVHTXHQFHV��
LQFOXGLQJ�WUDYHO�UHVWULFWLRQV�DQG�D�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�HFRQRPLF�
DFWLYLW\��KDYH�OHG�WR�MRE�ORVVHV��GHFOLQLQJ�LQFRPHV�DQG�
fiQDQFLDO�KDUGVKLS�IRU�PDQ\�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�EXVLQHVVHV��
ΖQ�WXUQ��WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�LV�
KDYLQJ�D�QHJDWLYH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�HFRQRP\�RI�6RXWK�$IULFD�129

Fig. 29 Homicide trends in Kenya, South Africa and 
8Janda� вабаȁвавб
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$OWKRXJK�WKH�\RXWK�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�DQG�WRWDO�XQHP-
SOR\PHQW�UDWH�KDYH�YDULHG�E\�DURXQG���SHU�FHQW�HDFK�
\HDU�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��ERWK�LQFUHDVHG�PXFK�PRUH�
VKDUSO\�LQ�������7KH�\RXWK�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH��SHRSOH�
DJHG���Ȃ���\HDUV��URVH�IURP������SHU�FHQW�LQ������WR������
SHU�FHQW�LQ�������UHSUHVHQWLQJ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�����SHUFHQW-
DJH�SRLQWV��DQG�WKH�WRWDO�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�URVH�IURP�
�����SHU�FHQW�WR������SHU�FHQW��RU�����SHUFHQWDJH�SRLQWV��
RYHU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�130�6LQFH�\RXWK�XQHPSOR\PHQW�KDV�
EHHQ�OLQNHG�WR�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�131 the increase in 
XQHPSOR\PHQW�DQG�LQ�\RXWK�XQHPSOR\PHQW�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��
PD\�KDYH�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�VXUJH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�6RXWK�
$IULFD�LQ������

'DWD�RQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�6RXWK�
$IULFD�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�OHVV�WKDQ�KDOI�RI�DOO�R΍HQFHV��VR�LW�
LV�GLɝFXOW�WR�DVVHVV�WKH�W\SH�RI�KRPLFLGH�WKDW�PRVW�FRQ-
WULEXWHG�WR�WKH�VXUJH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�HQG�RI�
�����DQG�WKH�HQG�RI�������1HYHUWKHOHVV��HYLGHQFH�VKRZV�
WKDW�FULPH�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�KRXVHKROGV�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�VLQFH�
2020,132�UHYHUVLQJ�WKH�GHFUHDVLQJ�WUHQG�IURP������WR������133

ZKLFK�FRXOG�LQGLFDWH�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�JDQJ�UHODWHG�DQG�RWKHU�
FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�VXFK�DV�NLOOLQJV�OLQNHG�WR�UREEHULHV��
)XUWKHUPRUH��DOWKRXJK�WDUJHWHG�NLOOLQJV�RQO\�DFFRXQW�IRU�D�
VPDOO�VKDUH�RI�WKH�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�
UHSRUWHG�LQFUHDVH�RI����SHU�FHQW�LQ�SROLWLFDO�NLOOLQJV��ZLWK����
FDVHV�LQ������DQG����FDVHV�LQ�������GULYHQ�E\�LQFUHDVLQJ�
FRPSHWLWLRQ�IRU�ORFDO�PXQLFLSDO�RɝFH�SRVLWLRQV����

7UHQGV�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�YDU\�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�
WKH�LPSDFW�RI�&29Ζ'����PHDVXUHV�DQG�VXEVHTXHQW�HFR-
QRPLF�KDUGVKLS�GL΍HUV�IURP�RQH�SURYLQFH�WR�WKH�QH[W��
+LJK�XQHPSOR\PHQW��IRU�H[DPSOH��FRXSOHG�ZLWK�HFRQRPLF�
LQHTXDOLWLHV�DQG�RWKHU�IDFWRUV�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�XQUHVW�LQ�
.ZD=XOX�1DWDO�DQG�*DXWHQJ�LQ�-XO\�������7KH�XQUHVW��ZKLFK�
LQFOXGHG�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�YLROHQFH��OHG�WR�DW�OHDVW�����GHDWKV��
DOWKRXJK�QRW�DOO�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��DQG�
H[WHQVLYH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�SURSHUW\����

0HDQZKLOH��WKH�SURfiOH�RI�DQG�WUHQGV�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�
:HVWHUQ�&DSH�GL΍HU�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�IURP�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�UHVW�RI�
WKH�FRXQWU\��ZLWK�RWKHU�SURYLQFHV�WHQGLQJ�WR�H[SHULHQFH�D�
KLJKHU�LQFLGHQFH�RI�KRPLFLGH�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�
GLVSXWHV�DQG�YLJLODQWLVP��ZKLOH�JDQJ�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�DQG�
RWKHU�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�PRUH�SUHYDOHQW�LQ�WKH�
:HVWHUQ�&DSH��ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�D�KLVWRU\�RI�WD[L�YLROHQFH�DQG�
UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV��$�VSOLW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�&DSH�2UJDQLVDWLRQ�IRU�
WKH�'HPRFUDWLF�7D[L�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�&DSH�$PDOJDP-
DWHG�7D[L�$VVRFLDWLRQ�LQ�����OHG�WR�ULYDOU\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
two factions that resulted in violent confrontations over 
URXWHV�LQ�ZKLFK�ERWK�HPSOR\HG�ȊKLW�VTXDGVȋ��&DSH�7RZQ�
JDQJV�EHFDPH�LQYROYHG�LQ�������HQJDJLQJ�LQ�VKRRWLQJV��
H[WRUWLRQ�DQG�RSHUDWLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�WD[LV��$OWKRXJK�YLROHQFH�
EHWZHHQ�DQG�ZLWKLQ�WKHVH�JURXSV�KDV�EHHQ�LQWHUPLWWHQW��
ZLWK�VKRUW�OLYHG�WUXFHV��NLOOLQJV�KDYH�VXUJHG��ZLWK�WKH�GHDWK�
WROO�LQFUHDVLQJ�IURP�����LQ������WR�����LQ��������� Despite 
DQ�DJUHHPHQW�LQ�$XJXVW�������WD[L�GULYHUV�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�

NLOOHG�DQG�WKH�ODFN�RI�D�ODVWLQJ�SHDFH�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�
WD[L�GLVSXWH�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�D�GULYHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�
LQ�WKH�:HVWHUQ�&DSH����

7KH�(DVWHUQ�&DSH�KDV�EHHQ�JUDSSOLQJ�ZLWK�D�KLJK�KRPL-
FLGH�UDWH�IRU�\HDUV��ZLWK�D�SURMHFWHG�DQQXDOL]HG�UDWH�RI����
KRPLFLGHV�SHU���������LQ����������PDNLQJ�LW�WKH�SURYLQFH�
RI�6RXWK�$IULFD�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�UDWH�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLR-
OHQFH���� By contrast, Northern Cape and Free State have 
H[SHULHQFHG�D�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�
GHFDGH��ZKLOH�LQ�*DXWHQJ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�URVH�LQ�WDQGHP�
ZLWK�SRSXODWLRQ�JURZWK�LQ�WKH�SURYLQFH��DOWKRXJK�WKH�SHU�
capita increase has been lower than in the Eastern Cape, 
.ZD=XOX�1DWDO�DQG�:HVWHUQ�&DSH��

%URDGHU��V\VWHPLF�LVVXHV�PD\�KDYH�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�
HVFDODWLQJ�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD��7KH�DELOLW\�RI�WKH�
SROLFH�WR�VROYH�KRPLFLGH�FDVHV�KDV�GHFOLQHG�VLQFH�������
with the detection rate139�IDOOLQJ�IURP������SHU�FHQW�LQ�
2011/2012����WR�MXVW������SHU�FHQW�LQ�������������� The 
H΍HFWLYHQHVV�RI�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXV-
WLFH�V\VWHP�KDV�EHHQ�KLQGHUHG�E\�ERWK�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�
EXGJHW�RI�WKH�6RXWK�$IULFDQ�3ROLFH�6HUYLFH�DQG�D�ODFN�RI�
FRPSUHKHQVLYH�WUHQG�DQDO\VLV��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�WKH�LQH΍HFWLYH�
DOORFDWLRQ�RI�SROLFH�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�D�OLPLWHG�FDSDFLW\�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�DGGUHVV�WKH�LQFUHDVLQJ�KRPLFLGH�UDWH����
7KLV�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�
WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�LV�NH\�WR�UHYHUVLQJ�WKH�FXUUHQW�
KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�
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΂ $FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�Ζ&&6�FODVVLILFDWLRQ��GHDWKV�FDXVHG�E\�OHJDO�LQWHUYHQ-
WLRQV�UHIHU�WR�ȊGHDWKV�LQIOLFWHG�XSRQ�D�SHUVRQ�E\�WKH�SROLFH�RU�RWKHU�
ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�PLOLWDU\�RQ�GXW\��LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�
DUUHVWLQJ�RU�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�DUUHVW�ODZEUHDNHUV��VXSSUHVVLQJ�GLVWXU-
EDQFHV��PDLQWDLQLQJ�RUGHU��DQG�RWKHU�OHJDO�DFWLRQ�ZKHQ�WKH�XVH�RI�IRUFH�
E\�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�SURWHFW�OLIHȋ��6HH�812'&��
International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS)��9HUVLRQ�
΂����9LHQQD����΂����S�����

� $FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�Ζ&&6�FODVVLILFDWLRQ��XQODZIXO�NLOOLQJV�E\�6WDWH�
DXWKRULWLHV�UHIHU�WR�GHDWKV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�ȊWKH�XVH�RI�IRUFH�E\�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW�RU�RWKHU�6WDWH�RIILFLDOV�WKDW�H[FHHGHG�WKH�OLPLWV��VHW�E\�
national and international standards, of what is strictly necessary and 
UHTXLUHG�IRU�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�WKHLU�GXW\ȋ��ΖELG�

� ΖELG�

� 6HH�ER[�RQ�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�IRU�FODVVLI\LQJ�FRQIOLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�DQG�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��DQG�WKHLU�RYHUODS�LQ�FRQIOLFW�VLWXDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�
FKDSWHU�

� ΖELG�

� .DQLV��6��HW�DO���Ȋ$�FDXWLRQDU\�QRWH�DERXW�WKH�XVH�RI�HVWLPDWHG�KRPLFLGH�
GDWD�IRU�FURVV�QDWLRQDO�UHVHDUFKȋ��Homicide Studies��YRO���΂��1R����
�1RYHPEHU���΂����SS���΂�Ȃ����

� 812'&��International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS)
�9LHQQD����΂����S��΂���

� 7KH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�GRHV�SURGXFH�D�OLVW�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�JURXSV�
DJDLQVW�ZKLFK�WKH�6HFXULW\�&RXQFLO�KDV�DJUHHG�WR�OHY\�VDQFWLRQV��WKH�
Ȋ΂����/LVWȋ��QDPHG�DIWHU�6HFXULW\�&RXQFLO�UHVROXWLRQ�΂�����΂�������
+RZHYHU��WKLV�OLVW�LV�OLPLWHG�WR�ΖVODPLF�6WDWH�LQ�ΖUDT�DQG�WKH�/HYDQW�
�'DȇHVK���$O�4DLGD�DQG�DIILOLDWHG�JURXSV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV��0DQ\�FRXQWULHV�
UHJDUG�PLOLWDQW�QDWLRQDOLVW�JURXSV�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�ERUGHUV�DV�ȊWHUURULVWȋ�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV��EXW�WKHUH�LV�QR�XQLYHUVDO�FRQVHQVXV�RQ�WKHVH�
FODVVLILFDWLRQV�

� ΖW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�GHILQLWLRQDO�RYHUODS�EHWZHHQ�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��FRQIOLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�DQG�WHUURULVW�NLOOLQJV��)RU�
H[DPSOH��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�Ζ&&6��GHDWK�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WHUURULVW�DFWLYLWLHV�LV�
FRXQWHG�DV�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��ZKLOH�VRPH�W\SHV�RI�NLOOLQJV�
FRPPLWWHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DUPHG�FRQIOLFW��VXFK�DV�WDUJHWHG�NLOOLQJV�E\�
FRPEDWDQWV�RI�FLYLOLDQV�RU�RWKHUV�QRW�GXULQJ�FRPEDW�RSHUDWLRQV��DUH�
DOVR�FODVVLILHG�DV�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW��IRU�VWDWLVWLFDO�
SXUSRVHV��FDWHJRULHV�RI�NLOOLQJV�DUH�QRW�PXWXDOO\�H[FOXVLYH�

΂� 7HUURULVW�NLOOLQJV�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�IURP�WKH�*OREDO�7HUURULVP�'DWDEDVH��
Available at KWWSV���ZZZ�VWDUW�XPG�HGX�JWG���7KH�*OREDO�7HUURULVP�
'DWDEDVH�GHILQHV�D�WHUURULVW�DWWDFN�DV�ȊWKH�WKUHDWHQHG�RU�DFWXDO�XVH�RI�
LOOHJDO�IRUFH�DQG�YLROHQFH�E\�D�QRQ�VWDWH�DFWRU�WR�DWWDLQ�D�SROLWLFDO��
HFRQRPLF��UHOLJLRXV��RU�VRFLDO�JRDO�WKURXJK�IHDU��FRHUFLRQ��RU�LQWLPLGD-
WLRQ�ȋ�7KLV�GHILQLWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�FRLQFLGH�ZLWK�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�
definition (United Nations International Convention for the Suppres-
VLRQ�RI�WKH�)LQDQFLQJ�RI�7HUURULVP��΂�����(�5(6����΂�����

΂΂ &RQIOLFW�GHDWK�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�IURP�WKH�8&'3�35Ζ2�$UPHG�&RQIOLFW�
Dataset (available at KWWSV���XFGS�XX�VH�H[SORUDWRU\���DQG�LQFOXGH�
GHDWKV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�VWDWH�EDVHG�YLROHQFH��QRQ�VWDWH�YLROHQFH�DQG�
RQH�VLGHG�YLROHQFH�

΂� &RQIOLFW�GHDWK�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�IURP�WKH�8SSVDOD�&RQIOLFW�'DWD�3URJUDP�
3HDFH�5HVHDUFK�ΖQVWLWXWH�2VOR��8&'3�35Ζ2��$UPHG�&RQIOLFW�'DWDVHW��
&RQIOLFW�GHDWKV�LQFOXGH�GHDWKV�IURP�VWDWH�EDVHG�YLROHQFH��QRQ�VWDWH�
YLROHQFH��DQG�RQH�VLGHG�YLROHQFH��'HDWKV�IURP�VWDWH�EDVHG�DUPHG�
conflict and non-state conflict refers to deaths where there is use of 
DUPHG�IRUFH�EHWZHHQ�ZDUULQJ�SDUWLHV�LQ�D�FRQIOLFW�G\DG��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�
WUDGLWLRQDO�EDWWOHILHOG�ILJKWLQJ��JXHUULOOD�DFWLYLWLHV��H�J��KLW�DQG�UXQ�
DWWDFNV���DPEXVKHV��DQG�DOO�NLQGV�RI�ERPEDUGPHQWV�RI�PLOLWDU\�XQLWV��
FLWLHV�DQG�YLOODJHV�HWF��%RWK�GHDWKV�RI�PLOLWDU\�DQG�FLYLOLDQV�DUH�LQFOXGHG��
2QH�VLGHG�YLROHQFH�GHDWKV�UHIHU�WR�GHDWKV�VWHPPLQJ�IURP�DWWDFNV�
FDUULHG�RXW�E\�RUJDQL]HG�DFWRUV��WDUJHWLQJ�XQDUPHG�FLYLOLDQV�

΂� )RU�SRSXODWLRQ�GDWD�RQ�XUEDQ�DJJORPHUDWLRQV��VHH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV��Ȋ7KH�
ZRUOGȇV�FLWLHV�LQ���΂�ȋ��'DWD�ERRNOHW��$YDLODEOH�DW�KWWSV���ZZZ�XQ�RUJ�
HQ�GHYHORSPHQW�GHVD�SRSXODWLRQ�SXEOLFDWLRQV�SGI�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�
WKHBZRUOGVBFLWLHVBLQB��΂�BGDWDBERRNOHW�SGI��

΂� 7KH�JOREDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�SURGXFHG�EDVHG�RQ�DYDLODEOH�
QDWLRQDO�GDWD�DQG�WKURXJK�D�VWDWLVWLFDO�PRGHO�LPSXWLQJ�PLVVLQJ�YDOXHV�

DW�WKH�FRXQWU\�OHYHO��7KH\�DUH�FRPSOHPHQWHG�E\�DQ�LQWHUYDO�RI�
XQFHUWDLQW\�WKDW�DFFRXQWV�IRU�SRVVLEOH�HVWLPDWLRQ�HUURUV�GXH�WR�WKH�
LPSXWDWLRQ�RI�PLVVLQJ�YDOXHV�DW�WKH�FRXQWU\�OHYHO��7KH�EDQGV�GR�QRW�
UHSUHVHQW�SUREDELOLVWLF�FRQILGHQFH�LQWHUYDOV��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�
WKH�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�DQQH[�WR�WKLV�UHSRUW�

΂� )RU�D�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�KRPLFLGH�LQ�%UD]LO�DQG�1LJHULD��
VHH�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�

΂� 7KH�΂��FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�WKH�ODUJHVW�DEVROXWH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�
DUH��LQ�RUGHU�RI�PDJQLWXGH��%UD]LO��1LJHULD��ΖQGLD��0H[LFR��6RXWK�$IULFD��
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RI�$PHULFD��0\DQPDU��&RORPELD��5XVVLDQ�)HGHUDWLRQ�DQG�
3DNLVWDQ��

΂� 7KH�WHUP�ȊKRPLFLGH�UDWHȋ�LV�XVHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�DV�D�
VKRUWKDQG�WR�UHIHU�WR�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�SHU�΂�������
SRSXODWLRQ��

΂� 7KH����΂�HVWLPDWH�RI�D�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�����SHU�΂�������
SRSXODWLRQ�LV�QRW�GLUHFWO\�FRPSDUDEOH�WR�WKH���΂��ILJXUH����΂��SXEOLVKHG�
in the Global Study on Homicide 2019�DQG�WKH���΂��ILJXUH�������SXEOLVKHG�
in the Global Study on Homicide 2013�EHFDXVH�RI�DQ�LPSURYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�
FRYHUDJH�RI�QDWLRQDO�GDWD�DQG�UHILQHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�VWDWLVWLFDO�PRGHO�

΂� )RU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO�
LQ�GLIIHUHQW�UHJLRQV��VHH�WKH�VHFWLRQV�RQ�UHJLRQDO�WUHQGV�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU�
DQG�LQ�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�

20 *LYHQ�WKDW�WKH\�H[SHULHQFH�ODUJH�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�IOXFWXDWLRQV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�
UDWHV�RZLQJ�WR�WKHLU�VPDOO�SRSXODWLRQ��FRXQWULHV�DQG�WHUULWRULHV�ZLWK�D�
SRSXODWLRQ�RI�OHVV�WKDQ�΂�PLOOLRQ�DUH�H[FOXGHG�IURP�WKH�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�
QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�

�΂ )RU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�
WKH�&DULEEHDQ�LQ�������VHH�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�

22 812'&��Ȋ5HVHDUFK�EULHI��(IIHFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'�΂��SDQGHPLF�DQG�UHODWHG�
UHVWULFWLRQV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�DQG�SURSHUW\�FULPHȋ��9LHQQD���������$YDLODEOH�
at KWWSV���ZZZ�XQRGF�RUJ�GRFXPHQWV�GDWD�DQG�DQDO\VLV�FRYLG�
3URSHUW\B&ULPHB%ULHIB�����SGI�

23 6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��*XWL«UUH]�5RPHUR��5���Ȋ&RQIOLFWV�LQFUHDVHG�LQ�$IULFD�
VKRUWO\�DIWHU�&29Ζ'�΂��ORFNGRZQV��EXW�ZHOIDUH�DVVLVWDQFH�UHGXFHG�
IDWDOLWLHVȋ� Economic Modelling��YRO��΂΂���$XJXVW��������$YDLODEOH�DW�
KWWSV���GRL�RUJ�΂��΂�΂��M�HFRQPRG������΂����΂�

�� %HWZHHQ������DQG����΂��WKH�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ�LQFUHDVHG�IURP���΂�WR�����
ELOOLRQ��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�DURXQG����SHU�FHQW��6HH�8QLWHG�
1DWLRQV�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(FRQRPLF�DQG�6RFLDO�$IIDLUV��3RSXODWLRQ�
'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�SURVSHFWV�����ȋ��$YDLODEOH�DW�KWWSV���
SRSXODWLRQ�XQ�RUJ�ZSS��

�� 7KH�\HDU����΂�LV�QRW�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�SURMHFWLRQ�

�� See UNODC, Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 2, Homicide: Extent, 
Patterns, Trends and Criminal Justice Response��9LHQQD����΂���

�� UNODC, Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 2, Homicide: Extent, 
Patterns, Trends and Criminal Justice Response��9LHQQD����΂���

�� 7KH�KRPLFLGH�VHULHV�LQ�%UD]LO�LV�EDVHG�RQ�YLWDO�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�GDWD�IURP�
WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�+HDOWK��$YDLODEOH�DW�KWWSV���GDWDVXV�VDXGH�JRY�EU���$Q�
DOWHUQDWLYH�VRXUFH�RI�GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH�LQ�%UD]LO�LV�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�
-XVWLFH��ZKLFK�UHFRUGHG�D�VLPLODU�GHFOLQH�RYHU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��DOEHLW�DW�
D�ORZHU�DEVROXWH�OHYHO��$YDLODEOH�DW��KWWSV���GDGRV�PM�JRY�EU�GDWDVHW�
VLVWHPD�QDFLRQDO�GH�HVWDWLVWLFDV�GH�VHJXUDQFD�SXEOLFD�

29 6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��)RUXP�%UDVLOLHUR�GH�6HJXUDQ©D�3¼EOLFD��Anuário 
Brasileiro de Segurança Pública 2022��$YDLODEOH�DW��KWWSV���IRUXPVHJX-
UDQFD�RUJ�EU�DQXDULR�EUDVLOHLUR�VHJXUDQFD�SXEOLFD��

30 )RU�D�PRUH�GHWDLOHG�GLVFXVVLRQ��VHH�WKH�VHFWLRQ�RQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DV�D�
GLYHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LQ�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�

�΂ 7KH�RXW�PLJUDWLRQ�RI�D�ODUJH�VKDUH�RI�LWV�\RXWK�SRSXODWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�
identified as one of the key drivers behind the decline in reported 
KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�%ROLYDULDQ�5HSXEOLF�RI�9HQH]XHOD�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��6HH��
IRU�H[DPSOH��2EVHUYDWRULR�9HQH]RODQR�GH�9LROHQFLD��ȊΖQIRUPH�DQQXDO�
GH�YLROHQFLD����΂ȋ��$YDLODEOH�DW�KWWSV���REVHUYDWRULRGHYLROHQFLD�RUJ�YH�
QHZV�LQIRUPH�DQQXDO�GH�YLROHQFLD����΂��

32 )RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�KRPLFLGHV�OLQNHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��VHH�
FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�
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33 812'&��Haiti’s criminal markets: Mapping Trends in Firearms and Drug 
Trafficking��������

�� The national trend in the United States is also affected by the transition 
WR�WKH�QHZ�1DWLRQDO�ΖQFLGHQW�%DVHG�5HSRUWLQJ�6\VWHP��1Ζ%56���7KH�
�����ILJXUHV�XVHG�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�UHSRUWLQJ�V\VWHP��ZKLOH�
WKH����΂�ILJXUHV�XVHG�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�1Ζ%56��1Ζ%56�KRPLFLGH�HVWLPDWHV�
DUH�SXEOLVKHG�ZLWK�FRQILGHQFH�LQWHUYDOV��ZKLFK��LQ����΂��UDQJHG�IURP�
�΂�����WR��������YLFWLPV��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH��)HGHUDO�%XUHDX�RI�ΖQYHVWLJDWLRQ��Ȋ7KH�WUDQVLWLRQ�
WR�WKH�QDWLRQDO�LQFLGHQW�EDVHG�UHSRUWLQJ�V\VWHP��1Ζ%56���D�FRPSDULVRQ�
RI������DQG����΂�1Ζ%56�HVWLPDWHVȋ��������

�� -RKQV�+RSNLQV�&HQWHU�IRU�*XQ�9LROHQFH�6ROXWLRQV��Ȋ$�\HDU�LQ�UHYLHZ��
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Background

'HVSLWH�WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�UHJLVWHUHG�ZRUOG-
ZLGH�UHDFKLQJ�D�SHDN�LQ�������WKH�ORQJ�WHUP�WUHQG�LQ�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�RQH�RI�JUDGXDO�GHFOLQH��$OWKRXJK�WKH�XQHYHQ�
FRYHUDJH�DQG�TXDOLW\�RI�GDWD�PHDQ�WKDW�FDXWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�
H[HUFLVHG�ZKHQ�PDNLQJ�GLUHFW�FRPSDULVRQV�DFURVV�\HDUV��
WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�QRWLFHDEOH�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
RYHU�WKH�SDVW�WZR�GHFDGHV��IURP�����KRPLFLGHV�SHU���������
LQ������WR�����LQ������΂ 0RUHRYHU��VFKRODUV�HVWLPDWH�WKDW�
WKH�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�GHFOLQHG�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�RYHU�
the past several hundred years,2�DQ�H[DPSOH�EHLQJ�WKH�
GHFOLQH�RI�PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�LQ�OHWKDO�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�
YLROHQFH�DFURVV�(XURSH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�fiIWHHQWK�DQG�WZHQ-
tieth centuries.3

%DVHG�RQ�KLVWRULFDO�WUHQGV��WKH�GRZQZDUG�PRYHPHQW�LQ�
WKH�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�FRQWLQXH�XQWLO�
������$V�VHHQ�LQ�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\��EDVHG�RQ�
WKH�WUHQG�REVHUYHG�RYHU�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������WKH�JOREDO�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�GHFUHDVH�IURP�����SHU���������
SRSXODWLRQ�LQ������WR�����LQ�������$OWKRXJK�WKLV�SURMHFWLRQ�
ZRXOG�IDOO�VKRUW�RI�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDO�WDUJHW�
�����RI�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�UHGXFLQJ�DOO�IRUPV�RI�YLROHQFH��which 
FDQ�EH�WUDQVODWHG�DV�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�
DW�OHDVW����SHU�FHQW�E\�������LW�LV�VWLOO�D�SURPLVLQJ�WUHQG��
7KH�VWRU\�LV�QRW�D�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�RQH��KRZHYHU��)RU�RQH�
WKLQJ��JLYHQ�FRQWLQXHG�SRSXODWLRQ�JURZWK��WKH�DEVROXWH�
DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�FRXOG�LQFUHDVH�E\�������HYHQ�
LI�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�FRQWLQXHV�IDOOLQJ��)XUWKHUPRUH��ZKHQ�
FRQVLGHULQJ�D�UDQJH�RI�GHPRJUDSKLF��VRFLRHFRQRPLF�DQG�
FOLPDWH�UHODWHG�IDFWRUV��LW�LV�FRQFHLYDEOH�WKDW�WKH�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�FRXOG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�FHUWDLQ�UHJLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�$IULFD�DQG�
/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�� even as it decreases in 
RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKHUH�DUH�JURXQGV�
WR�SURMHFW�D�FRQWLQXHG�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�XS�
XQWLO������

7KH�IXWXUH�ODQGVFDSH�RI�KRPLFLGH�ZLOO�VXUHO\�ORRN�GL΍HUHQW�
IURP�WRGD\ȇV��DV�YDULRXV�WUHQGV�ZLWK�DQ LPSDFW�RQ�D�JOREDO�
VFDOH��VR�FDOOHG�ȊPHJDWUHQGVȋ��ZLOO�D΍HFW�KRPLFLGHV��$W�D�
PLQLPXP��JHRJUDSKLF�DQG�GHPRJUDSKLF�SDWWHUQV�RI�OHWKDO�
YLROHQFH�ZLOO�WUDQVIRUP�DV�SRSXODWLRQV�OLYH�ORQJHU�� fertility 
rates decline,��SDWWHUQV�RI�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�VKLIW�DQG�VRFLR-
HFRQRPLF�G\QDPLFV�FKDQJH��)RU�H[DPSOH��FHUWDLQ�DUHDV�
LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�WKDW�DUH�SUHVHQWO\�
KRPLFLGH�KRWVSRWV�PD\�EHFRPH�OHVV�DW�ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGDO�
violence than others in Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern 
Asia�WKDW�KDYH�\HW�WR�XQGHUJR�PDMRU�GHPRJUDSKLF�DQG�
VRFLRHFRQRPLF�WUDQVLWLRQV��

$OWKRXJK�FULWLFDO�IRU�SROLF\PDNLQJ�DQG�UHVRXUFH�DOORFDWLRQ��
WKH�SURMHFWLRQ�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�LV�DQ�LPSUHFLVH�VFLHQFH��
6WDWLVWLFDO�PRGHOOLQJ�VKRXOG�QRW�UHO\�H[FOXVLYHO\�RQ�KLV-
WRULFDO�KRPLFLGH�GDWD�WR�LQIHU�WUHQGV��DV�QHZ�G\QDPLFV�
FRQWLQXH�WR�HPHUJH��ΖQGHHG��IXQGDPHQWDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�
DQG�G\QDPLFV�RI�KRPLFLGH�DUH�SURQH�WR�EHLQJ�LQȵXHQFHG�E\�
DQ�DUUD\�RI�PHJDWUHQGV��VRPH�SUHGLFWDEOH�VXFK�DV�DJHLQJ�
SRSXODWLRQV��UDSLG�DQG�LUUHJXODU�XUEDQL]DWLRQ��DQG�VRFLDO�
DQG�HFRQRPLF�LQHTXDOLWLHV��DQG�RWKHUV�HPHUJLQJ�PRUH�
UHFHQWO\��VXFK�DV�GLJLWDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�DXWRPDWLRQ�
DQG�FOLPDWH�UHODWHG�IDFWRUV��

7KLV�FKDSWHU�FRQVLGHUV�WKH�UHDO�DQG�SRWHQWLDO�LQȵXHQFH�RQ�
IXWXUH�SDWWHUQV�RI�KRPLFLGH�RI�fiYH�PHJDWUHQGV�LGHQWLfiHG�
E\�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�DV�KDYLQJ�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�
HFRQRPLF��VRFLDO�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�RXWFRPHV�� An overview 
RI�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKHVH�PHJDWUHQGV�RQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
LV�IROORZHG�E\�GHWDLOHG�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�SURMHFWLRQV�RI�KRP-
LFLGH�WR������WKDW�UHȵHFW�WKUHH�VHOHFWHG�PHJDWUHQGV������
IXWXUH�GHPRJUDSKLF�VWUXFWXUHV������WKH�LPSDFW�RI�FOLPDWH�
FKDQJH��DQG�����FKDQJLQJ�LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLWLHV��*LYHQ�WKH�
XQFHUWDLQWLHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�SUHGLFWLYH�PRGHOLQJ��WKH�
LQWHQWLRQ�LV�WR�VWLPXODWH�DYHQXHV�IRU�IXWXUH�UHVHDUFK�LQ�
RUGHU�WR�WHVW�WKH�FRUUHODWHV�RI�KRPLFLGH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WR�
R΍HU�GHfiQLWLYH�SURMHFWLRQV�
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Overview
Ageing populations reduce risk of 
homicide but a large youth population 
can lead to a short-term increase 

$FURVV�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH��WKH�LQFLGHQFH�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�
LV�KLJKO\�FRQFHQWUDWHG�DPRQJ�VSHFLfiF�SRSXODWLRQV��*HQGHU�
DQG�DJH�DUH�UREXVW�SUHGLFWRUV�RI�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�IDOOLQJ�
YLFWLP�WR�KRPLFLGH��ZLWK�\RXQJ�PDOHV�EHLQJ�DW�JUHDWHU�ULVN�
WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�GHPRJUDSKLF�JURXS��+RZHYHU��WKH�H[WHQW�
RI�KRPLFLGH�LV�DOVR�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�IDFWRU��LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�
KLJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��VXFK�DV�%UD]LO��&RORPELD��-DPDLFD�DQG�
1LJHULD��PDOH�YLFWLPV�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�RXWQXPEHU�IHPDOH�YLFWLPV��
ZKLOH�LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�ORZ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��VXFK�DV�&KLQD��
*HUPDQ\��-DSDQ��WKH�5HSXEOLF�RI�.RUHD�DQG�6ZLW]HUODQG��
PDOHV�DQG�IHPDOHV�KDYH�D�PRUH�HTXDO�ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH��

$FURVV�PRVW�VHWWLQJV��\RXQJ�PDOHV�DJHG���Ȃ���DFFRXQW�IRU�
D�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�VKDUH�RI�R΍HQGHUV��ΖQ�WKH����FRXQWULHV�
ZLWK�GDWD�RQ�R΍HQGHUV�E\�DJH��WKH\�UHSUHVHQWHG����SHU�
FHQW�RI�WKH�WRWDO�LQ�������GHVSLWH�PDNLQJ�XS�MXVW����SHU�
FHQW�RI�WKH�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ��, 97KXV��D�ODUJH�SURSRUWLRQ�
RI�\RXQJ�PDOHV�LQ�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��RIWHQ�GHVFULEHG�DV�D�
ȊPDOH�\RXWK�EXOJHȋ��LV�OLQNHG�WR�D�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�KLJKHU�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH��7KLV�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�FDVH�LQ�FRXQWULHV�
ZLWK�D�VWURQJ�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�EHFDXVH��ZKLOH�
WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�PD\�
EH�ROGHU��WKH�UDQN�DQG�fiOH�RI�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�IUDFWLRQV��
PLOLWLD�JURXSV��VWUHHW�JDQJV�DQG�RWKHU�FULPLQDO�HQWLWLHV�LV�
W\SLFDOO\�PDGH XS�RI�\RXQJ�PDOHV�10 $FFRUGLQJ�WR�HPSLU-
LFDO�UHVHDUFK��PDOH�\RXWK�IURP�XQVWDEOH��G\VIXQFWLRQDO�
IDPLO\�HQYLURQPHQWV��DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�SRYHUW\�DQG�KLJK�
FULPH�QHLJKERXUKRRGV��KDYH�DQ�HOHYDWHG�ULVN�RI�EHLQJ�
UHFUXLWHG�E\�JDQJV�11

6HYHUDO�HPSLULFDO�VWXGLHV�OLQN�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�DJH�VWUXFWXUH�
RI�SRSXODWLRQV�WR�GHFUHDVHV�RU�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�12

6SHFLfiFDOO\��DV�SRSXODWLRQV�JHW�ROGHU��WKH�LQFLGHQFH�RI�OHWKDO�
YLROHQFH�UHSRUWHGO\�GHFOLQHV�13 Likewise, as the share of the 
SRSXODWLRQ�DJHG���Ȃ���JURZV��WKH�ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQFUHDVHV��
2QH�K\SRWKHVLV�IRU�WKLV�LV�WKDW�DJH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�LV�DPRQJ�
WKH�VWURQJHVW�SUHGLFWRUV�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�FULPLQDO�R΍HQGLQJ�
DQG�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ��ZLWK�OLNHO\�LQYROYHPHQW�GHFUHDVLQJ�DV�
LQGLYLGXDOV�DJH��:LWK�PRVW�SRSXODWLRQV�QRZ�OLYLQJ�ORQJHU�
DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�LPSURYHG�KHDOWK�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�
KDYLQJ�IHZHU�FKLOGUHQ��LW�VWDQGV�WR�UHDVRQ�WKDW�WKH�SUR-
SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ�DJHG���Ȃ���LV�GHFOLQLQJ��
WKXV�UHGXFLQJ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�

ΖPSHQGLQJ�JOREDO�VKLIWV�LQ�GHPRJUDSK\�PD\�KDYH�DQ�LQȵX-
HQFH�RQ�IXWXUH�SDWWHUQV�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��EXW�QRW�
DOO�SRSXODWLRQV�DUH�DJHLQJ�DW�WKH�VDPH�VSHHG�΂��ΖQ�PRVW�
PLGGOH��DQG�XSSHU�LQFRPH�FRXQWULHV��WKHUH�LV�D�WUHQG�
LQ�GHFOLQLQJ�IHUWLOLW\�UDWHV�DQG�H[WHQGHG�OLIH�H[SHFWDQF\��
UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�ROGHU�SRSXODWLRQV��7KH�
PHGLDQ�DJH�LQ�2UJDQLVDWLRQ�IRU�(FRQRPLF�&R�RSHUDWLRQ�

DQG�'HYHORSPHQWb�2(&'��PHPEHU�FRXQWULHV��IRU�H[DPSOH��
ZDV����\HDUV�LQ������DQG�DERYH����LQ�PDQ\�RI�WKHP�΂� and 
LV�OLNHO\�WR�LQFUHDVH�IXUWKHU��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�PHGLDQ�DJH�
LQ�WKH�5HSXEOLF�RI�.RUHD�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�ULVH�IURP������LQ�
�����WR������LQ������΂�

7KH�H΍HFW�RI�DJHLQJ�LV�YLVLEOH�LQ�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�KDG�D�KLJK�
QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�������ΖQ�%UD]LO��WKH�VKDUH�RI�WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�DJHG�XQGHU����LV�GHFOLQLQJ�ZKLOH�WKH�VKDUH�
RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�DJHG�RYHU����LV�JURZLQJ��%\�������WKH�
PHGLDQ�DJH�LQ�%UD]LO��DW������\HDUV��ZLOO�EH�MXVW�WZR�\HDUV�
\RXQJHU�WKDQ�LQ�2(&'�PHPEHU�FRXQWULHV�΂� Likewise, in 
ΖQGLD��WKH�VKDUH�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�DJHG�XQGHU����ZLOO�GHFOLQH�
IURP�URXJKO\����SHU�FHQW�LQ������WR����SHU�FHQW�E\������΂�
0HDQZKLOH��WKH�XQGHU����FRKRUW�PDNHV�XS����SHU�FHQW�RI�
WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�1LJHULD��EXW�ZLWK�WKH�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�VORZ-
LQJ�DQG�OLIH�H[SHFWDQF\�LQFUHDVLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�΂� this is 
SURMHFWHG�WR�GHFUHDVH�WR����SHU�FHQW�E\������20

2WKHU�FRXQWULHV�LQ�$IULFD�DOVR�DQWLFLSDWH�OLIH�H[SHFWDQF\�WR�
LQFUHDVH�DQG�WKH�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�WR�GHFUHDVH�RYHU�WLPH��8QOLNH�
the rest of the world, however, Africa will see the share 
RI�LWV�SRSXODWLRQ�DJHG���Ȃ���LQFUHDVH�IURP������SHU�FHQW�
LQ������WR����SHU�FHQW�E\�������EHIRUH�GHFUHDVLQJ�VORZO\�
WKHUHDIWHU��΂�7KLV�LV�GXH�WR�WKH�ODUJH�VKDUH�RI�WKH�SRSXOD-
WLRQ�DJHG��Ȃ���LQ�WKH�FRQWLQHQW��:LWK�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�DJHG�
��Ȃ���EHLQJ�WKH�PRVW�DW�ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��WKLV�
PD\�OHDG�WR�D�KLJKHU�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�$IULFD�XS�XQWLO�������

%DVHG�SXUHO\�RQ�DJH�FRPSRVLWLRQ��D�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�E\�PRUH�WKDQ������SHU�FHQW�ZRUOGZLGH�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�
WKH�FHQWXU\�FRXOG�EH�H[SHFWHG��DV�VKRZQ�LQ�3URMHFWLRQ���
EHORZ��$OWKRXJK�VWDWLVWLFDO�SURMHFWLRQV�KDYH�WKHLU�OLPLWDWLRQV��
WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�FRXOG�GHFOLQH�E\�XS�WR������SHU�FHQW�LQ�
$IULFD�������SHU�FHQW�LQ�$VLD�������SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�
DQG������SHU�FHQW�LQ�2FHDQLD�E\�������PHDQLQJ�WKDW�WKDW�
DV�PDQ\�DV�����PLOOLRQ�OLYHV�FRXOG�EH�VDYHG�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�
HLJKW�GHFDGHV�GXH�WR�WKH�H΍HFW�RI�SRSXODWLRQ�DJHLQJ�RQ�
KRPLFLGH��7KHVH�SRVLWLYH�RXWFRPHV�ZLOO�JUDGXDOO\�GLPLQLVK�DV�
SRSXODWLRQ�DJHLQJ�DGYDQFHV�DQG�SRSXODWLRQV�EHFRPH�PRUH�
EDODQFHG�DQG�VWDEOH��ΖQ�WKH�VKRUWHU�WHUP��KRZHYHU��UHJLRQV�
ZLWK�D�KLJKHU�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�\RXWK�FRXOG�VHH�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�
KRPLFLGH�LI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�FRQWLQXHV�WR�D΍HFW�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�
PRUH�WKDQ�WKRVH�LQ�RWKHU�DJH�JURXSV��7KLV�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�
FDVH�LQ�$IULFD��ZKHUH�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�JURZ�LQ�WKH�QHDU�IXWXUH��
  
Climate change: increasing number 
of hot days could impact homicide 

&OLPDWH�FKDQJH��LI�OHIW�XQFKHFNHG��FRXOG�LPSHGH�WKH�SURJ-
UHVV�LQ�GHYHORSPHQW�PDGH�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��*RDO����RI�WKH�
�����$JHQGD�IRU�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�LV�WKHUHIRUH�
DLPHG�DW�XUJHQW�JOREDO�DFWLRQ�WR�FRPEDW�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�
DQG�LWV�LPSDFW��7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�
DQG�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LV�FRPSOH[�DQG�XQFHUWDLQ��KRZ-
HYHU�227KH�SUHFLVH�LPSDFW�GHSHQGV�LQ�SDUW�RQ�WKH�W\SH�RI�
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FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�LQYROYHG��EH�LW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VKRUW�WHUP�VKRFNV�
VXFK�DV�ZLOGfiUHV��F\FORQHV�DQG�ȵRRGV��RU�ORQJHU�WHUP�
VWUHVVHV�VXFK�DV�ULVHV�LQ�WHPSHUDWXUHV�DQG�VHD�OHYHO��7KH�
RYHUZKHOPLQJ�VFLHQWLfiF�FRQVHQVXV�LV�WKDW�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�
DQG�WKH�DVVRFLDWHG�VKRFNV�DQG�VWUHVVHV�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJ�
LQ�LQWHQVLW\�DQG�IUHTXHQF\��5HVHDUFKHUV�KDYH�LGHQWLfiHG�
PRGHUDWH�DQG�VWURQJ�FDXVDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV�EHWZHHQ�YDULRXV�W\SHV�RI�FOLPDWH�UHODWHG�VKRFNV�
DQG�VWUHVVHV�DQG�YLROHQW�FULPH��FRQFOXGLQJ�WKDW�FKDQJHV�
LQ�WKH�FOLPDWH�DQG�HQYLURQPHQW�FRXOG�JHQHUDWH�D�VKDUS�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�XUEDQ�FULPLQDO�YLROHQFH��LQ�YXOQHUDEOH�QHLJK-
ERXUKRRGV�DQG�KRXVHKROGV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�23

7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�WKHRUHWLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�WKH�FULPL-
QRJHQLF�LPSDFWV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��&ULPLQRORJLVWV�KDYH�
ORQJ�GUDZQ�RQ�URXWLQH�DFWLYLW\�DQG�VRFLDO� LQWHUDFWLRQ�
WKHRU\�WR�H[SODLQ�KRZ�FKDQJHV�LQ�ZHDWKHU�FDQ�LQȵXHQFH�
WKH�EHKDYLRXU�RI�ZRXOG�EH�R΍HQGHUV��YLFWLPV�DQG�JXDUG-
LDQV���7KH�ȊKHDW�FULPHȋ�K\SRWKHVLV�SURSRVHV�WKDW�FKDQJHV�
LQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�FDQ�VKDSH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�FULPH��ΖQ�
RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�ZDUPHU�WKH�ZHDWKHU��WKH�PRUH�OLNHO\�
SHRSOH�DUH�WR�EH�RXWGRRUV�DQG�WKH�FORVHU�WKHLU�SUR[LPLW\���
$QRWKHU�DSSURDFK��GUDZQ�IURP�EHKDYLRXUDO�VFLHQFH�DQG�
QHXURORJ\��LV�WKDW�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��LQFOXGLQJ�
DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KHDW�DQG�H[SRVXUH�WR�SROOXWDQWV��FDQ�UHVXOW�
LQ�FKDQJHV�LQ�FRJQLWLRQ�DQG�H[DFHUEDWH�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�
issues,���LPSXOVLYHQHVV��DJJUHVVLYH�EHKDYLRXU�DQG�WKH�
GLVSRVLWLRQ�WR�FRPPLW�FULPH��� Researchers likewise draw 
RQ�VRFLDO�GLVRUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKHRU\�WR�SUHGLFW�WKH�RXWFRPHV�
RI�VKRFNV�RQ�VRFLDO�FRKHVLRQ�DQG�HɝFDF\��

8OWLPDWHO\��FRXQWULHV�LQ�GL΍HUHQW�UHJLRQV�ZLOO�ERWK�H[SHULHQFH�
GL΍HUHQW�OHYHOV�RI�H[SRVXUH�DQG�YXOQHUDELOLW\�WR�FOLPDWH�
VKRFNV�DQG�VWUHVVHV�DQG�GL΍HUHQFHV�LQ�YLROHQW�RXWFRPHV��
2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��PHDQ�WHPSHUDWXUHV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�
LQFUHDVH��ZLWK�H[WUHPHV�RI�KHDW�LQ�LQKDELWHG�DUHDV�H[SHFWHG�
WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�LQWHQVH�DQG�IUHTXHQW�DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
KRW�GD\V�WR�LQFUHDVH��QRW�OHDVW�LQ�WURSLFDO�UHJLRQV��� On the 
RWKHU�KDQG��KLJK�WHPSHUDWXUHV��SUHFLSLWDWLRQ�DQG�GURXJKW�
DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�KLW�VRPH�DUHDV�KDUGHU�WKDQ�RWKHUV��PRVW�
QRWDEO\�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��$IULFD�DQG�
$VLD�29�7KH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�FRXQWULHV�DQG�WKHLU�RYHUDOO�JRY-
HUQDQFH��HFRQRPLF�VWDELOLW\�DQG�VRFLDO�UHVLOLHQFH�DUH�DOO�
NH\�GHWHUPLQDQWV�RI�WKHLU�YXOQHUDELOLW\�WR�KRPLFLGH��DQG�
JLYHQ�WKHLU�YDU\LQJ�FDSDFLWLHV�WR�FRSH�DQG�ERXQFH�EDFN��
WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�YLROHQW�FULPH�ZLOO�EH�GLYHUVH�

6HYHUDO�HPSLULFDO�VWXGLHV�KDYH�GHWHFWHG�D�GLUHFW�SRVLWLYH�
UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�ULVLQJ�WHPSHUDWXUHV�DQG�OHWKDO�YLR-
OHQFH��2QH�VWXG\�WKDW�H[DPLQHG�RYHU����FRXQWULHV�HVWLPDWHG�
WKDW�IRU�HYHU\�FKDQJH�RI�RQH�GHJUHH�&HOVLXV�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�
WHPSHUDWXUH��WKHUH�LV�D�SRWHQWLDO�LQFUHDVH�RI�VL[�SHU�FHQW�
LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�30�$QRWKHU�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�
����FRXQWULHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG������QRW�RQO\�QRWHG�
D�GLUHFW�SRVLWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�KLJKHU�WHPSHUD-
WXUHV�DQG�KRPLFLGH�EXW�DOVR�DQ�LQGLUHFW�SDWKZD\�EHWZHHQ�
PRUH�UDLQIDOO�DQG�KRPLFLGH��΂ Yet closer inspection of the 

GDWD�ZLWKLQ�FRXQWULHV�FKDOOHQJHV�WKH�ȊKHDW�K\SRWKHVLVȋ�32

DOWKRXJK�UHVHDUFK�LQWR�WKH�FRUUHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�SROOXWLRQ�
DQG�DJJUHVVLYH�EHKDYLRXU�LV�RQJRLQJ�33 That said, there is 
JURZLQJ�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH�FRPSOH[�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�
H[WUHPH�ZHDWKHU��VRFLRHFRQRPLF�VWUHVV�DQG�KRPLFLGH��

DQG�WKH�XQHYHQ�LPSDFWV�WKDW�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�ZLOO�KDYH�RQ�
YXOQHUDEOH�SRSXODWLRQV���

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�3URMHFWLRQ���EHORZ��WKHUH�LV�QR�DYHUDJH�DVVR-
FLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�PHDQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�WKH�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH��+RZHYHU��WKH�SURMHFWLRQ�GRHV�VXJJHVW�D�SRVVLEOH�
SRVLWLYH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRW�GD\V�DQG�
WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��7KH�SURMHFWLRQ�RI�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�EDVHG�
RQ�IXWXUH�HVWLPDWHV�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRW�GD\V�LQ�D�\HDU�
LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�PD\�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�
LQ�DOO�WKH�UHJLRQV��HVSHFLDOO\�$IULFD�DQG�WKH�$PHULFDV��

)XUWKHUPRUH��UHVRXUFH�VFDUFLW\�DQG�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�KDYH�
EHHQ�OLQNHG�WR�RXWEXUVWV�RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�FRQȵLFW�E\�DFWLQJ�
DV�ȊWKUHDW�PXOWLSOLHUVȋ�WKDW�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�RWKHU�ULVN�IDFWRUV�
DQG�GULYHUV��VXFK�DV�ZHDN�JRYHUQDQFH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�
SRYHUW\��FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�RXWEUHDN�DQG�SHUSHWXDWLRQ�
RI�YLROHQFH����2ZLQJ�WR�WKH�H΍HFWV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��WKH�
GHSOHWLRQ�RI�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�LV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�EHFRPLQJ�
DQ�LVVXH�EHFDXVH�WKH�UDWH�RI�UHJHQHUDWLRQ�LV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�
WKH�UDWH�RI�FRQVXPSWLRQ����2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�GHYDVWDWLQJ�
LPSDFWV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�LV�KRZ�LW�H[DFHUEDWHV�ZDWHU�
VFDUFLW\�DQG�ZDWHU�UHODWHG�KD]DUGV��EH�WKH\�ȵRRGV�DQG�
GURXJKWV��DV�ULVLQJ�WHPSHUDWXUHV�FDXVH�GLVUXSWLRQV�LQ�WKH�
QDWXUDO�ZDWHU�F\FOH���

$�FDXVDO�HPSLULFDO�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�ORFDO�
FRQȵLFW��PDQLIHVWHG�DV�RUJDQL]HG�LQWHUFRPPXQDO�FRQȵLFW��
UHSUHVVLRQ�DQG�SROLWLFDO�FRQȵLFW��DPRQJ�RWKHU�WKLQJV��DQG�
ZDWHU�PDVV�GHSOHWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�D�UHFHQW�
VWXG\�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�FRQȵLFWV�LQ�$IULFD��&HQWUDO�
$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�RYHU�D�SHULRG�RI����\HDUV�39

2WKHU�DQDO\VWV�KDYH�DOVR�SRLQWHG�RXW�KRZ�ZDWHU�VKRUWDJHV�
GULYHQ�E\�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�FDQ�KHLJKWHQ�WKH�ULVN�RI�LQWHU-
VWDWH�FRQȵLFW�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�$VLD��ZKHUH�VHYHUDO�SRSXORXV�
FRXQWULHV�UHO\�RQ�D�VKDUHG�ULYHU�V\VWHP���

Causal pathways in the relationship between resource 
scarcity and civil violence are less clear since the interac-
WLRQ�LQYROYHV�PXOWLSOH�DFWRUV�ERWK�DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DQG�ORFDO�
OHYHOV��*ULHYDQFHV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�UHVRXUFH�VFDUFLW\�PD\�
HVFDODWH�LQWR�YLROHQFH�LQ�D�FRQWH[W�LQ�ZKLFK�SROLWLFDO�HOLWHV�
RU�RWKHU�JURXSV�LQ�VRFLHW\�PDQLSXODWH�VWDWH�SROLFLHV�LQ�WKHLU�
IDYRXU��ZHDNHQLQJ�RU�KDPSHULQJ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�UHVSRQVHV�
WR�SHUFHLYHG�JULHYDQFHV��΂

Deepening income inequality may 
exacerbate vulnerability to homicide

$V�KLJKOLJKWHG�E\�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDO����RQ�
UHGXFLQJ�LQHTXDOLW\�ZLWKLQ�DQG�DPRQJ�FRXQWULHV��LQHTXDO-
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LWLHV�EDVHG�RQ�LQFRPH��VH[��DJH�DQG�RWKHU�IDFWRUV�UHPDLQ�
HQWUHQFKHG�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG��ΖQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\�LQ�SDU-
WLFXODU� LV� D�ZLGHO\� DFFHSWHG�SUHGLFWRU� RI� GL΍HUHQFHV� LQ�
KRPLFLGH�EHWZHHQ�DQG�ZLWKLQ�FRXQWULHV��&RXQWULHV�ZLWK�
D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\�RIWHQ�VX΍HU�IURP�D�KLJK�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH��ZKLOH�WKRVH�ZLWK�D�ORZ�OHYHO�RI�LQFRPH�LQ-
HTXDOLW\�H[SHULHQFH�D�ORZHU�OHYHO�RI�KRPLFLGH��6WXGLHV�RI�
WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�*LQL�LQGH[��ZKLFK�PHDVXUHV�
LQHTXDOLW\��DQG�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKLV�UHOD-
WLRQVKLS�HPSKDWLFDOO\����7KH�XQGHUO\LQJ�FDXVDO�H[SODQD-
WLRQV�W\SLFDOO\� IRFXV�RQ�WKH�ZD\� LQHTXDOLW\�H[DFHUEDWHV�
relative deprivation because individuals are frustrated 
about their lack of access to the status and wealth of oth-
HUV��WKXV�GULYLQJ��YLROHQW��FULPH��&RQYHUVHO\��D�PRUH�HTXL-
WDEOH�VRFLHW\�ZLWK�HTXDO�DFFHVV�WR�ZHDOWK�ZLOO�WHQG�WR�KDYH�
less status frustration, which will translate into a lower 
OHYHO�RI�FULPH��2WKHU� UHVHDUFK�KDV� IRFXVHG�RQ�D� UDQJH�
RI�GL΍HUHQW�W\SHV�RI�LQHTXDOLW\��LQFOXGLQJ�KRZ�LW�UHODWHV�
WR� HPSOR\PHQW�� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� RWKHU� RSSRUWXQLWLHV���

$URXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��VRFLHWLHV�ZLWK�KLJK�LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\�
W\SLFDOO\�UHJLVWHU�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�YLROHQFH��ΖQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�
DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
KLJKHVW�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�ZRUOGZLGH��WKH�ULFKHVW����SHU�FHQW�
RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�HDUQV����WLPHV�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�SRRUHVW�
���SHU�FHQW��PDNLQJ�WKH�JDS�EHWZHHQ�ULFK�DQG�SRRU�GRXEOH�
WKDW�LQ�DGYDQFHG�HFRQRPLHV��+LJK�LQHTXDOLW\�DOVR�LQFUHDVHV�
YXOQHUDELOLW\�WR�FULVHV�DQG�GLVUXSWLRQV��JHQHUDWLQJ�DGGLWLRQDO�
SRWHQWLDO�NQRFN�RQ�H΍HFWV�IRU��YLROHQW��FULPH���

'RZQZDUG�WUHQGV�LQ�LQHTXDOLW\�ZLOO�KDYH�D�GDPSHQLQJ�
H΍HFW�RQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��*OREDO�LQHTXDOLW\�
LQFUHDVHG�VWHDGLO\�GXULQJ�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��EHIRUH�
VWDUWLQJ�WR�ZDQH�LQ�WKH�����V��� Scholars anticipate a poten-
WLDO�FRQYHUJHQFH�RI�LQHTXDOLW\�DFURVV�UHJLRQV��RWKHU�WKDQ�
$IULFD��ZKHUH�WKH�GHFOLQH�LV�OHVV�PDUNHG��7KH�SURMHFWLRQ�
RI�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\�RQ�IXWXUH�KRPLFLGH�
WUHQGV�PDGH�DV�SDUW�RI�3URMHFWLRQ���EHORZ�DQWLFLSDWHV�
GHFOLQHV�LQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�DFURVV�DOO�UHJLRQV��
SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�$PHULFDV��ZKHUH�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�FRXOG�
GHFOLQH�E\�DV�PXFK�DV������SHU�FHQW�E\�������/LNHZLVH��LQ�
$VLD��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�FRXOG�GHFOLQH�E\����SHU�FHQW�RYHU�
WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��ΖQ�(XURSH��KRZHYHU��JLYHQ�WKH�PRUH�OLP-
LWHG�GHFOLQH�LQ�LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\��WKH�GHFOLQH�LV�H[SHFWHG�
WR�EH�PRGHVW��DW�VRPH�����SHU�FHQW��DQG�LQ�$IULFD��HYHQ�
PRUH�VR��DW�MXVW�����SHU�FHQW��

Rapid urbanization and associated urban 
deSriYation inflXence KoPicide

7RGD\��RYHU����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�XUEDQ��
D�fiJXUH�WKDW�ZLOO�ULVH�WR�URXJKO\����SHU�FHQW�E\�������� The 
VSHFLfiF�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�KRPLFLGH�
LV�D�FRQWHVWHG�RQH��3UHYLRXV�812'&�UHVHDUFK�KDV�IRXQG�
WKDW�GL΍HUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�FLW\�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�DQG�QDWLRQDO�
DYHUDJHV�YDU\��ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�FLWLHV�R΍HULQJ�SURWHFWLYH�IDFWRUV�
DJDLQVW�YLROHQFH�DQG�RWKHUV�HQDEOLQJ�IDFWRUV�IRU�YLROHQFH���

6LPLODUO\��VRPH�VFKRODUV�VWUHVV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�SRVLWLYH�
FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�YLROHQFH��� while 
RWKHUV�fiQG�WKDW�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�FDQ�DFWXDOO\�UHGXFH�VSHFLfiF�
W\SHV�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH��LQFOXGLQJ�IHPLFLGH��� Meanwhile, 
RWKHU�UHVHDUFKHUV�KDYH�LGHQWLfiHG�D�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQLfiFDQW�
UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�XUEDQ�JURZWK�DQG�YLROHQFH��RZLQJ�
WR�UHVRXUFH�VFDUFLW\��OLPLWHG�HFRQRPLF�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�
UHGXFHG�LQIRUPDO�VRFLDO�FRQWURO���

7KH�IDFW�RI�OLYLQJ�LQ�DQ�XUEDQ�VHWWLQJ��DQG�HYHQ�WKH�OHYHO�RI�
XUEDQL]DWLRQ�LWVHOI��PD\�QRW�EH�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�GHWHU-
PLQDQWV�RI�KRPLFLGH��5DWKHU��WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�
LQ�IDVW�JURZLQJ�FLWLHV�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�XUEDQ�LQHTXDOLWLHV�
DQG�GHSULYDWLRQV�DUH�WKH�FULPLQRJHQLF�IDFWRUV��΂ The risk of 
KRPLFLGH�PD\�LQWHQVLI\�ZKHQ�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�RFFXUV�UDSLGO\�
DQG�LUUHJXODUO\��UHLQIRUFHV�VSDWLDO�DQG�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�VHJ-
UHJDWLRQ��, ��, ���DQG�LV�QRW�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�SXEOLF�VHUYLFHV���

/RRNLQJ�WR�WKH�IXWXUH��WKH�KLJKHVW�KRPLFLGH�ULVNV�DUH�OLNHO\�
WR�RFFXU�LQ�VHWWLQJV�\HW�WR�XQGHUJR�UDSLG�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�
DQG�ZLWK�IHZ�VDIHJXDUGV�DQG�VXSSRUW�QHWZRUNV�IRU�UHVL�
GHQWV��0RVW�PLGGOH��DQG�XSSHU�LQFRPH�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�
DOUHDG\�XQGHUJRQH�XUEDQ�WUDQVLWLRQ��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�
XUEDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�VWLOO�JURZLQJ����DQG�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�
RI�IXWXUH�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�LV�VHW�WR�RFFXU�LQ�WKH�ORZHU�LQFRPH�
VHWWLQJV�RI�$IULFD�DQG�$VLD����%HWZHHQ�WKHP��WKRVH�WZR�
UHJLRQV�DUH�SURMHFWHG�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�FORVH�WR����SHU�FHQW�
RI�WKH�����ELOOLRQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�XUEDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�JOREDOO\�
E\���������$�VL]HDEOH�VKDUH�RI�WKH�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�LQ�PDQ\�
less-developed areas will be uncontrolled and not nec-
HVVDULO\�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�VHUYLFHV�DQG�
VRFLDO�ZHOIDUH�

7KH�DUHDV�LQ�ORZ��DQG�PLGGOH�LQFRPH�VHWWLQJV�ZKHUH�WKH�
UDWH�RI�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�LV�PRVW�UDSLG�WKXV�IDFH�WKH�KLJKHVW�
ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH��'XULQJ�WKH�SDVW�fiYH�GHFDGHV��WKH�VXE-
UHJLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�UDSLG�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�KDYH�LQFOXGHG�
/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��IROORZHG�E\�1RUWKHUQ�
$IULFD�DQG�:HVWHUQ�$VLD��� In future, however, Sub-Saharan 
$IULFD�ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�PRVW�UDSLG�UDWH�RI�XUEDQL]DWLRQ��WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�E\�RYHU�����PLOOLRQ�E\�������QRW�
RQO\�LQ�PHJD�FLWLHV�EXW�DOVR�LQ�VPDOO�DQG�PHGLXP�VL]HG�
FLWLHV����6RXWKHUQ�$VLD�ZLOO�DOVR�H[SHULHQFH�UDSLG�XUEDQ�
JURZWK��GRXEOLQJ�LWV�XUEDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�LQFUHDVLQJ�
E\�VRPH�����ELOOLRQ�RYHUDOO��PRVWO\�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�UXUDO�WR�
XUEDQ�PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�UH�FODVVLfiFDWLRQ��΂

Digital transformation and automation 
could increase risk of homicide

5HOHQWOHVV�GLJLWDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�LV�UHVKDSLQJ�JRYHUQDQFH��
HFRQRPLFV�DQG�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV��7KLV�LV�QRW�D�QHZ�SKH-
QRPHQRQ��KRZHYHU��DV�QHZ�WHFKQRORJLHV�WKDW�HQDEOH�WKH�
LQFUHDVLQJ�XVH�RI�PDFKLQHU\�KDYH�EHHQ�UHVKDSLQJ�VRFLHWLHV�
IRU�FHQWXULHV��LUUHYRFDEO\�FKDQJLQJ�SHRSOHȇV�OLYHV���
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$�SULPH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKLV�LV�WKH�ΖQGXVWULDO�5HYROXWLRQ�DQG�
LWV�LPSDFW�RQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�HFRQRPLHV�DFURVV�WKH�
ZRUOG��6WDUWLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�PLG�HLJKWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��WKH�
ΖQGXVWULDO�5HYROXWLRQ�SURGXFHG�D�VKLIW�IURP�DQ�DJUDULDQ�
WR�D�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�HFRQRP\�LQ�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV��

1RZDGD\V��PRVW�FRXQWULHV�DUH�DFWLYHO\�H[SDQGLQJ�GLJLWDO�
FRQQHFWLYLW\�DQG�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�WKH�ΖQWHUQHW�DQG�GLJLWDO�
GHYLFHV�DUH�ZLGHVSUHDG��ΖQ�WKH�SURFHVV��VRFLDO�PHGLD��LQVWDQW�
PHVVDJLQJ��FKDW�URRPV�DQG�JDPLQJ�VLWHV�KDYH�EHFRPH�
ZLGHO\�XVHG��5HVHDUFKHUV�KDYH�H[DPLQHG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�ΖQWHUQHW�DQG�KRPLFLGH�E\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�
ΖQWHUQHW�DV�D�EURDGFDVWLQJ�SODWIRUP��DV�D�KXQWLQJ�JURXQG��
DV�D�PHDQV�RI�DFTXLULQJ�WKH�WRROV�WR�FRPPLW�YLROHQFH��DV�D�
WULJJHU�DQG�DV�D�WRRO�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH���

7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�GLJLWDO�FRQQHFWLYLW\��QHZ�WHFK-
QRORJLHV�DQG�KRPLFLGH�UXQV�LQ�YDULRXV�GLUHFWLRQV��ΖQ�RQH�
VHQVH��DFFHVV�WR�DQG�XVH�RI�GLJLWDO�WRROV�DQG�QHZ�WHFKQRO-
RJLHV�PD\�EH�LPSDFWLQJ�WKH�EHKDYLRXU�RI�SHUSHWUDWRUV�
RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH��)RU�H[DPSOH��VXVWDLQHG�H[SRVXUH�WR�
RQOLQH�KDUPV���PD\�JHQHUDWH�D�JUHDWHU�ULVN�RI�YLROHQFH��
LQFOXGLQJ�WKURXJK�VWUHVV�DQG�HPXODWLRQ��DQG�PD\�OHDG�
WR�WKH�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�DQG�GLYHUVLfiFDWLRQ�RI�F\EHUFULPH���
7R�GDWH��OLPLWHG�HPSLULFDO�UHVHDUFK�KDV�EHHQ�FRQGXFWHG�
RQ�F\EHU�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH����GHVSLWH�LWV�GLVWXUELQJ�QDWXUH��
0RUHRYHU��VLQFH�H[LVWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�V\VWHPV�
GR�QRW�GLVHQWDQJOH�F\EHU�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�IURP�RWKHU�
W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGH��LW�LV�GLɝFXOW�WR�DVVHVV�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�
WKLV�VSHFLfiF�W\SH�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH��&XUUHQW�VWXGLHV�KLJK�
OLJKW�WKH�QHHG�IRU�IXUWKHU�UHVHDUFK�WR�LPSURYH�XQGHU-
VWDQGLQJ�RI�KRZ�DQ�RQOLQH�LQWHUDFWLRQ�PD\�HVFDODWH�LQWR�
DQ�RɞLQH�DJJUHVVLRQ���

ΖQ�DQRWKHU�VHQVH��QHZ�WHFKQRORJLHV�IRU�SUHGLFWLQJ��GHWHFWLQJ�
DQG�GLVUXSWLQJ�FULPLQDO�YLROHQFH�DUH�DOVR�EHLQJ�GHYHORSHG�
DQG�GHSOR\HG�WKDW�FRXOG�DOVR�UHGXFH�KRPLFLGH���2Q�D�PRUH�
EDVLF�OHYHO��KRZHYHU��WKH�PDVVLYH�DXWRPDWLRQ�RI�MREV�FRXOG�
DOVR�JHQHUDWH�VWUHVVHV�DQG�VWUDLQV�WKDW�FRXOG�H[DFHUEDWH�
KRPLFLGH�ULVNV�E\�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�fiQDQFLDO�YXOQHUDELOLW\�RI�
ZRUNHUV��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�VRFLDO�ZHOIDUH�LV�ODFNLQJ�

7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�PXOWLSOH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�GHHSHQLQJ�GLJLWDO�
SHQHWUDWLRQ�DQG�QHZ�WHFKQRORJLHV�FDQ�LQȵXHQFH�WKH�WKUHDW�
DQG�ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH����)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�GLJLWDO�FRHUFLRQ�
RI�YLFWLPV�LV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�RFFXU�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�RQOLQH�
FDPSDLJQV��/LNHZLVH��WKH�RQOLQH�HQYLURQPHQW�FDQ�VWLPXODWH�
KHLJKWHQHG�DJJUHVVLRQ�DQG�DUJXPHQW�HVFDODWLRQ��IDFLOLWDWH�
PRQLWRULQJ�DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�SURVSHFWLYH�YLFWLPV��
DQG�DOORZ�IRU�LPSHUVRQDWLRQ�DQG�DQRQ\PLW\��� The risk 
LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�SDUWLFXODUO\�KLJK�LQ�HQYLURQPHQWV�DOUHDG\�
FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�D�KLJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��DUHDV�ZLWK�D�KLJK�
OHYHO�RI�PDOH�XVH�RI�WKH�ΖQWHUQHW��DQG�VHWWLQJV�ZLWK�UDSLGO\�
GLJLWL]LQJ�SRSXODWLRQV�WKDW�KDYH�D�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�ORZ�OHYHO�
RI�GLJLWDO�K\JLHQH��LQFOXGLQJ�DQ�DEVHQFH�RI�VDIHJXDUGV�WR�
SURWHFW�SHRSOHȇV�GLJLWDO�LGHQWLWLHV��

0RUH�IXQGDPHQWDOO\��GLJLWDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�DUWLfiFLDO�
LQWHOOLJHQFH���$Ζ��HQDEOHG�V\VWHPV�DUH�DOVR�OLNHO\�WR�JHQHUDWH�
SURIRXQG�VKLIWV�LQ�SURGXFWLYLW\�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW��6WXGLHV�
KDYH�SUHVHQWHG�PL[HG�HYLGHQFH�RI�ERWK�JORRP\�DQG�PRUH�
RSWLPLVWLF�SUHGLFWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�$Ζ�WHFKQRORJLHV�
RQ�WKH�HFRQRP\�DQG�ODERXU�PDUNHW��([LVWLQJ�DVVHVVPHQWV�
LQGLFDWH�WKDW�KHDYLO\�UHJXODWHG�VHFWRUV�RI�WKH�HFRQRP\�
VXFK�DV�HGXFDWLRQ�PD\�EH�PRUH�SURQH�WR�$Ζ�LQGXFHG�
DXWRPDWLRQ�WKDQ�RWKHUV��΂�(VWLPDWHV�YDU\��EXW�VRPH�����
PLOOLRQ�IXOO�WLPH�MREV�DUH�DW�ULVN�RI�DXWRPDWLRQ�E\������DV�
D�UHVXOW�RI�UHFHQW�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�$Ζ����ΖQ�2(&'�PHPEHU�
FRXQWULHV�����SHU�FHQW�RI�MREV�DUH�LQ�VHFWRUV�DW�KLJK�ULVN�RI�
DXWRPDWLRQ��� In Asia, up to 20 per cent of jobs are at risk 
RI�DXWRPDWLRQ�E\�������DV�DUH����SHU�FHQW�RI�MREV�LQ�ΖQGLD���
The risk of job losses in Africa varies,�� with countries such 
DV�.HQ\D��1DPLELD�DQG�6RXWK�$IULFD�SDUWLFXODUO\�DW�ULVN���
$XWRPDWLRQ�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�LV�DOVR�D�
PDMRU�ULVN����ZLWK�PDQ\�SHRSOH�HPSOR\HG�LQ�WKH�LQIRUPDO�
VHFWRU�ODFNLQJ�VRFLDO�ZHOIDUH�FRYHU����ΖQ�VKRUW��DXWRPDWLRQ�
H[DFHUEDWHV�XQHPSOR\PHQW�DQG�LQHTXDOLW\�DQG�LQGLUHFWO\�
LQFUHDVHV�YXOQHUDELOLW\�WR�YLROHQFH�E\�SODFLQJ�VWUDLQ�RQ�
ZRUNHUV�ZKR�ODFN�HPSOR\PHQW�VWDEOH�HQRXJK�WR�PHHW�
WKHLU�fiQDQFLDO�QHHGV��

2Q�D�SRVLWLYH�QRWH��GLJLWDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�LV�DOVR�LQFUHDVLQJ�
WKH�FRPSXWDWLRQDO�FDSDFLW\�RI�FULPH�PDSSLQJ�DQG�IRUH-
FDVWLQJ�DQG�UHDO�WLPH�GDWD�WR�GULYH�SROLFH�RSHUDWLRQV�DQG�
LPSURYH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH��$�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�WHFKQRORJLHV�DUH�
EHLQJ�DSSOLHG��LQFOXGLQJ�SUHGLFWLYH�SROLFLQJ��GDWD�GULYHQ�
PDSSLQJ�DQG�ELRPHWULF�PRQLWRULQJ��:KLOH�WKLV�LV�JHQHUDWLQJ�
VRPH�SURPLVLQJ�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ�SXEOLF�VHFXULW\�HɝFLHQF\�
DQG�H΍HFWLYHQHVV��WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�GDWD�
DQG�DOJRULWKPV�DUH�DOVR�UDLVLQJ�OHJLWLPDWH�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�
IDLUQHVV�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�GDWD�SURWHFWLRQ�
DQG�SULYDF\���

0RUHRYHU��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�SURFHVVHV�RI�GLJLWDO�WUDQVIRUPD-
WLRQ�DQG�DXWRPDWLRQ�KDYH�EHHQ�RQJRLQJ�IRU�TXLWH�D�ZKLOH��
WKH�H[LVWLQJ�HYLGHQFH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�KRZ�$Ζ�OHG�DXWRPDWLRQ�
PD\�WUDQVIRUP�VRFLHWLHV�DQG�LPSOLFLWO\�LQȵXHQFH�FULPH�
DQG�KRPLFLGH�UHPDLQV�SDWFK\�

(ΊectV of PeJatrendV on KoPicide 
likely to vary by location

&DXWLRQ�QHHGV�WR�EH�DSSOLHG�ZKHQ�PDNLQJ�SUHGLFWLRQV�DERXW�
WKH�LPSDFW�RI�PHJDWUHQGV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��
6LJQLfiFDQW�WKHRUHWLFDO�DVVXPSWLRQV�DERXW�FDXVH�H΍HFW�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�UHPDLQ�XQUHVROYHG�LQ�WKH�DFDGHPLF�OLWHUDWXUH�
DQG�KLVWRULFDO�GDWD�FRYHUDJH�DQG�TXDOLW\��LQFOXGLQJ�DW�WKH�
QDWLRQDO�DQG�VXEQDWLRQDO�OHYHOV��DUH�YDULDEOH��(VWLPDWLQJ�
IXWXUH�WUHQGV�LV�FKDOOHQJLQJ��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�
PDQ\�YXOQHUDEOH�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�WKDW�DUH�H[SHFWHG�
WR�XQGHUJR�VLJQLfiFDQW�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV��PRVW�QRWDEO\�LQ�
$IULFD�DQG�$VLD��$V�VXFK��VWDWLVWLFDO�SURMHFWLRQV�EDVHG�RQ�
PRGHOLQJ�DUH�IUHLJKWHG�ZLWK�XQFHUWDLQW\�DQG�PXVW�EH�LQWHU-
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SUHWHG�ZLWK�FDUH��1HYHUWKHOHVV��VSHFXODWLRQ�DERXW�SRVVLEOH�
relationships is warranted, not least to draw attention to 
SRWHQWLDO�VFHQDULRV�DQG�WHVW�K\SRWKHVHV��

6HYHUDO�PHJDWUHQGV�ZLOO�OLNHO\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�D�FRQWLQXHG�
JHQHUDO�GHFOLQH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�RYHU�WLPH��7KH�GHFOLQH�ZLOO�
QRW�EH�OLQHDU��KRZHYHU��ZLWK�KRPLFLGH�SDWKZD\V�GLUHFWO\�
DQG�LQGLUHFWO\�LQȵXHQFHG�E\�D�KRVW�RI�IDFWRUV��<HW�ZKLOH�
WKH\�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�KLJKO\�FRQVHTXHQWLDO�DQG�GLVUXSWLYH��
WKH�PHJDWUHQGV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�GHPRJUDSKLF��HFRQRPLF��
WHFKQRORJLFDO�DQG�HYHQ�FOLPDWLF�WUHQGV�GR�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�
SRLQW�WR�ULVLQJ�KRPLFLGH�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��

0RUHRYHU��WKH�H΍HFWV�RI�PHJDWUHQGV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�ZLOO�
YDU\�E\�ORFDWLRQ��ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�UHJLRQV�XQGHUJRLQJ�D�OHVV�
SURQRXQFHG�GHFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�WKDQ�RWKHUV��6RPH�
UHJLRQV�PD\�UHJLVWHU�D�WHPSRUDU\�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�
EHIRUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�D�GHFOLQH��$IULFD�DQG�6RXWKHUQ�$VLD�
LQ�SDUWLFXODU�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�VHH�D�OHVV�GUDPDWLF�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�
KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�WKDQ�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��

ΖQGHHG��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�DOO�WKUHH�RI�WKH�IROORZ-
LQJ�KRPLFLGH�SURMHFWLRQV�WR������SRLQW�WR�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�
YXOQHUDELOLW\�RI�$IULFD�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU�UHJLRQV�LQ�
WHUPV�RI�WKH�IXWXUH�WUHQG�LQ�KRPLFLGH��$IULFD�VWDQGV�RXW�DV�
WKH�FRQWLQHQW�ZLWK�WKH�ODUJHVW�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�\RXQJ�SHRSOH��
WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�RI�SURMHFWHG�KRW�GD\V�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�
ORZHVW�SURMHFWHG�GHFUHDVH�LQ�LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\��7KLV�QH[XV�
RI�YXOQHUDELOLW\�PD\�QHFHVVLWDWH�WDUJHWHG�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�IRU�
DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IXWXUH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�LQ�$IULFD�

Projections of homicide to 2100
Projection 1: A theoretical projection of 
the homicide trend based on the age 
composition of populations

ΖQ�DOO�OLNHOLKRRG��PRVW�SUHGLFWLRQV�RI�IXWXUH�KRPLFLGH�
WUHQGV�DUH�LQFRUUHFW��&ULPH�LV�VR�FRPSOH[��ZLWK�VR�PDQ\�
LQWHUUHODWHG�FDXVHV�WKDW�DUH�VWLOO�QRW�ZHOO�XQGHUVWRRG��ΖQ�
DGGLWLRQ��FULPH�LV�QRW�SDUWLFXODUO\�DPHQDEOH�WR�SUHGLFWLRQV��
DV�WUHQGV�DUH�VR�VHQVLWLYH�WR�VPDOO�WHUP�VKRFNV�WKDW�FDQ�
GLVUXSW�ORQJ�WHUP�SDWWHUQV��6XFK�GLVUXSWLRQV�FDQ�LQFOXGH�
D�GUXJ�HSLGHPLF�WKDW�WXUQV�YLROHQW����D�FRQȵLFW�RU�WHUURULVW�
DWWDFN�WKDW�OHDGV�WR�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�LQQRFHQW�FLYLOLDQV��΂ or a 
JOREDO�SDQGHPLF�WKDW�LPSHGHV�VRFLDO�OLIH���

7KHUH�LV�OLWWOH�FRQVHQVXV�DPRQJ�VFLHQWLVWV�RQ�WKH�DVVRFLD-
WLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DJH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�DQG�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV��� In 
WKH�FDVH�RI�FULPH�SUHGLFWLRQV�EDVHG�RQ�DJH�FRPSRVLWLRQ��
DQRWKHU�FRPSOH[LW\�LV�WKDW�WZR�JURXSV�RI�WKHRULHV�GHVFULEH�
VOLJKWO\�GL΍HUHQW�PHFKDQLVPV�DQG�DVVRFLDWLRQV��� Both 
SHUVSHFWLYHV�FRQFXU�WKDW�VRFLHWLHV�WHQG�WR�H[SHULHQFH�
PRUH�YLROHQFH�ZKHQ�D�JUHDWHU�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�SRS-
XODWLRQV�DUH�LQ�WKH�DJH�JURXSV�PRVW�SURQH�WR�WKLV�W\SH�

RI�EHKDYLRXU��VSHFLfiFDOO\�GXULQJ�WKH�ODWH�WHHQV�DQG�HDUO\�
DGXOWKRRG��LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV����WR����\HDUV�RI�DJH��2Q�WKH�
RQH�KDQG��D�VWULFWO\�FRPSRVLWLRQDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�DUJXHV�WKDW�
WKLV�DVVRFLDWLRQ�H[LVWV�VLPSO\�EHFDXVH�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�
youth population directly increases the relative supply of 
SRWHQWLDO�R΍HQGHUV��%DVHG�RQ�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��KRPLFLGH�
WUHQGV�FRXOG�EH�SURMHFWHG�VLPSO\�E\�H[WUDSRODWLQJ�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�HDFK�DJH�JURXS�LQWR�WKH�IXWXUH��UHODWLYH�
WR�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�HDFK�DJH�JURXS�LQ�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��
2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��D�WKHRUHWLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH��UHJDUGLQJ�
WKH�UHODWLYH�VL]H�RI�FRKRUWV��� posits that societies tend 
WR�EH�PRUH�GLVRUGHUO\�ZKHQ�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�PDNH�XS�D�
GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�ODUJH�VKDUH�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��DV�WKH\�
KDYH�WR�FRPSHWH�IRU�D�OLPLWHG�QXPEHU�RI�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�\HW�
ODFN�WKH�VXSSRUW�DQG�VXSHUYLVLRQ�WKDW�D�ODUJHU�FRQWLQJHQW�
RI�ROGHU�DGXOWV�ZRXOG�SURYLGH��&RQVHTXHQWO\��VRFLHW\�DV�D�
ZKROH�WHQGV�WR�EHFRPH�OHVV�VWDEOH��RUGHUO\�DQG�SHDFHIXO��

'HVSLWH�WKH�DERYHPHQWLRQHG�FRPSOH[LWLHV�DQG�FDYHDWV��LW�
LV�XVHIXO�WR�DWWHPSW�D�VLPSOH�SURMHFWLRQ�RI�IXWXUH�KRPLFLGH�
WUHQGV�EDVHG�VROHO\�RQ�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�DJH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�WR�fiQG�RXW�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�HDFK�UHJLRQ�LI�
DJH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�LV�WKH�RQO\�IDFWRU�WKDW�FKDQJHV��:LWK�WKLV�
LQ�PLQG��D�JHQHUDO�HVWLPDWH�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�DJH�
FRPSRVLWLRQ�DQG�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�FRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG���

%\�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKLV�UHODWLRQVKLS��LW�FDQ�EH�DVVXPHG�WKDW�
ZKHQ�FRXQWULHV�DUH�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH��IRU�H[DPSOH��ZLWK-
RXW�VXGGHQ�GLVUXSWLRQV�VXFK�DV�D�GUXJ�HSLGHPLF�OHDGLQJ�
WR�YLROHQFH��DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�RQH�SHUFHQWDJH�SRLQW�LQ�WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�DJHG���Ȃ����\RXWK�SRSXODWLRQ��FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�
DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�URXJKO\�����SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH���
%\�VLPSO\�DSSO\LQJ�WKLV�HVWLPDWH�WR�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SRS-
XODWLRQ�SURMHFWLRQV��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�SURMHFW�WKH�KRPLFLGH�
WUHQG�IRU�HDFK�UHJLRQ�XS�XQWLO�������$OWKRXJK�VXFK�DQ�
DSSURDFK�LV�EDVHG�RQ�VLPSOH�DVVXPSWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�XQOLNHO\�
WR�PDWHULDOL]H�SUHFLVHO\�DV�DVVXPHG�WRGD\��� a theoretical 
SURMHFWHG�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�FDQ�KLJKOLJKW�SRVVLEOH�UHJLRQDO�
PHJDWUHQG�SHFXOLDULWLHV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�DWWHQWLRQ���

7KH�VROLG�OLQHV�LQ�fiJXUH���FRUUHVSRQG�WR�WKH�WUHQG�LQ�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�HDFK�UHJLRQ��DQG�JOREDOO\��GXULQJ�WKH�
period 2000 to 2020 and the dotted lines represent the 
SURMHFWLRQV�RI�WKRVH�WUHQGV�XS�WR�������7KLV�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW��
SXUHO\�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�DJH�FRPSRVLWLRQ��DOO�RI�WKH�UHJLRQV�
ZLOO�H[SHULHQFH�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��ZLWK�WKH�
H[FHSWLRQ�RI�$IULFD��ZKHUH�WKH�ODUJH�\RXWK�SRSXODWLRQ�ZLOO�
FRQWLQXH�WR�GULYH�KRPLFLGH�XQWLO�WKH�PLG�����V��ZKHQ�LW�
ZLOO�VWDUW�WR�GHFOLQH��ΖQ�(XURSH��ZKHUH�SRSXODWLRQ�DJHLQJ�
LV�DOUHDG\�DW�DQ�DGYDQFHG�VWDJH�DQG�PRVW�RI�WKH�VDIHW\�
EHQHfiWV�RI�WKDW�SURFHVV�KDYH�DOUHDG\�WDNHQ�H΍HFW��WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�GHFOLQH�E\�MXVW�����SHU�FHQW�
EHWZHHQ������DQG�������2WKHU�UHJLRQV�PD\�VHH�IDU�PRUH�
GUDVWLF�FKDQJHV�GXULQJ�WKDW�SHULRG��KRZHYHU��6SHFLfiFDOO\��
WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�GHFOLQH�E\������SHU�FHQW�
LQ�$IULFD�E\�������E\������SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��E\������
LQ�$VLD�DQG�E\������SHU�FHQW�LQ�2FHDQLD��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�DQ�
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RYHUDOO�JOREDO�GHFOLQH�RI������SHU�FHQW��ΖI�WUXH��WKLV�ZRXOG�
UHVXOW�LQ���������IHZHU�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ZRUOGZLGH�LQ�
�����WKDQ�LI�WKH�UHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�ZHUH�WR�UHPDLQ�
DW�WKHLU������OHYHO��DV�ZHOO�DV�SRSXODWLRQ�DJHLQJ�VSDULQJ�
WKH�OLYHV�RI�DOPRVW�����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�
WKH�QH[W����RU�VR�\HDUV�

7KH�DERYH�fiQGLQJV�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�GHPRJUDSKLF�IRUFHV�ZLOO�
SXW�GRZQZDUG�SUHVVXUH�RQ�WKH�JOREDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQG�
LQ�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP��7KLV�ZLOO�JUDGXDOO\�GLVDSSHDU��KRZHYHU��
DV�WKH�DJHLQJ�SURFHVV�DGYDQFHV�DQG�DJH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�LQ�
FRXQWULHV�EHFRPHV�PRUH�EDODQFHG�DQG�VWDEOH��2I�QRWH�LV�
WKH�ZRUU\LQJ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�SURMHFWHG�LQ�$IULFD�XS�
XQWLO�������DV�WKH�UHJLRQ�ZLOO�VHH�LWV�VKDUH�RI�WKH�SRSXOD-
WLRQ�DJHG���Ȃ���LQFUHDVH�XQWLO�WKHQ��ZKLFK�FRXOG�GULYH�DQ�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�SKHQRPHQD�WKDW�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�DFXWH�DPRQJ�
\RXWK�SRSXODWLRQV��VXFK�DV�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�90 The pro-
MHFWLRQ�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�VKDUH�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�
DJHG���Ȃ���LQ�$IULFD�FRXOG�OHDG�WR�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO��������
YLFWLPV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�LQ�������0RVW�
LPSRUWDQWO\��GHVSLWH�WKH�H΍HFW�RI�GHPRJUDSKLF�IRUFHV��LI�
the projection is correct, by the end of the century there 
ZLOO�VWLOO�EH�DURXQG���������YLFWLPV�RI�KRPLFLGH�JOREDOO\�
HDFK�\HDU��

Projection 2: A theoretical projection 
of the impact of climate change on 
future homicide trends

$QRWKHU�FRQFHUQLQJ�WUHQG�WKDW�FRXOG�LPSDFW�SRSXODWLRQV�
RQ�D�JOREDO�VFDOH�LV�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�GDWD�IURP�
WKH�&OLPDWLF�5HVHDUFK�8QLW��&58���΂�WKH�DYHUDJH�JOREDO�
WHPSHUDWXUH�KDV�DOUHDG\�LQFUHDVHG�E\�RYHU�RQH�GHJUHH�

&HOVLXV�VLQFH������DQG�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�ULVH�XQWLO�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�FHQWXU\�DV�FRXQWULHV�PDLQWDLQ�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�
FDUERQ�HPLVVLRQV��7KH�H[SHFWHG�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�ULVLQJ�
WHPSHUDWXUHV��LQFOXGLQJ�IRRG�LQVHFXULW\��GLVSODFHPHQW�
DQG�HFRV\VWHP�GHJUDGDWLRQ�DUH�VHYHUH�DQG�IDU�UHDFK-
LQJ�92�6XFK�FRQVHTXHQFHV�ZLOO�EH�PRVW�KDUG�IHOW�LQ�LVODQG�
QDWLRQV�DQG�LQ�ORZHU�LQFRPH�FRXQWULHV��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�
LQ�ZDUPHU�UHJLRQV�DQG�ODFN�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�WR�DGDSW�DQG�
RU�R΍VHW�WKH�QHJDWLYH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�
RQ�WKHLU�SRSXODWLRQV�93

0DQ\�RI�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DUH�VWLOO�EHLQJ�
LQYHVWLJDWHG�E\�UHVHDUFKHUV��RQH�RI�ZKLFK�LV�WKH�SRVVLEOH�
LPSDFW�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�RQ�FULPH�WUHQGV��([LVWLQJ�WKH-
RULHV�DERXW�WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS�KDYH�SURSRVHG�WKDW�KLJKHU�
WHPSHUDWXUHV�PD\�EH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�KLJKHU�OHYHOV�RI�
FULPH����'HVSLWH�WKHUH�EHLQJ�PXOWLSOH�WKHRULHV�RQ�WKLV�VXEMHFW��
KRZHYHU��H[LVWLQJ�HPSLULFDO�HYLGHQFH�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�
EHWZHHQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�FULPH�WUHQGV�KDV�EHHQ�DPELJ-
XRXV��SURYLGLQJ�PL[HG�VXSSRUW�WR�WKH�SURSRVLWLRQ�WKDW�
FKDQJHV�LQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�PD\�LPSDFW�FULPH�WUHQGV���, ��, ��

%\�FRQVLGHULQJ�H[LVWLQJ�WKHRULHV�DQG�WKH�HYLGHQFH�FXUUHQWO\�
DYDLODEOH��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�HVWLPDWH�WKH�FURVV�VHFWLRQDO�
DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�
XVLQJ�FOLPDWH�IRUHFDVWV�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�SRVVLEOH�LPSDFWV�
WKDW�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�PD\�KDYH�RQ�IXWXUH�WUHQGV�LQ�KRPL-
FLGH��8VLQJ�WKH�:RUOG�%DQN
V�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�.QRZOHGJH�
3RUWDO��&&.3�����LQ�SDUWLFXODU�LWV�WKLUG��PHGLDQ�VFHQDULR�99

WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�IRUHFDVWHG�FOLPDWH�GDWD��fiJXUHV���DQG���
GHVFULEH�WKH�UHJLRQDO�DQG�JOREDO�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�LQGLFDWRUV�
PHDQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�QXPEHU�RI�KRW�GD\V�XS�WR������

7KH�WHPSHUDWXUH�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�LQFUHDVH�DW�
DQ�DOPRVW�FRQVWDQW�UDWH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��RQO\�VORZLQJ�QHDU�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�FHQWXU\��7KH�LQFUHDVH�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�YLU-
WXDOO\�LGHQWLFDO�DFURVV�DOO�WKH�UHJLRQV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�DEVROXWH�
GHJUHHV�&HOVLXV��UHȵHFWLQJ�WKH�JOREDO�LQWHUFRQQHFWHGQHVV�
RI�WKH�FOLPDWH��<HW��ZKLOH�WKH�WHPSHUDWXUH�LQFUHDVH�PD\�
UHVXOW�LQ�D�PLOGHU�FOLPDWH�LQ�WKH�PRUH�WHPSHUDWXUH�UHJLRQV��
PRVW�QRWDEO\�(XURSH��LQ�UHJLRQV�VXFK�DV�$IULFD�WKH�VDPH�
LQFUHDVH�FRXOG�SXVK�WKH�DYHUDJH�WHPSHUDWXUH�ZHOO�DERYH�
���GHJUHHV�&HOVLXV��WRZDUGV�H[WUHPH�OHYHOV�RI�KHDW�

7KH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRW�GD\V�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�EH�
PRVW�H[WUHPH�LQ�$IULFD��ZKHUH�WZR�PRQWKV�LQ�HYHU\�\HDU�
FRXOG�EH�GDQJHURXVO\�KRW�E\�������%\�FRQWUDVW��(XURSH�
�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�RI�DOO�WKH�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�
JURXSHG�WRJHWKHU��ZLOO�PRVW�OLNHO\�QHYHU�H[SHULHQFH�H[WUHPH�
KRW�WHPSHUDWXUHV��

Fig. 1 Projected homicide rate by region and globally, 
ваааȁвбаа

6RXUFHV��812'&�DQG�81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�
SURVSHFWV�����ȋ�������
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Panel B – Number of hot days (Heat index > 35° Celsius) 

6RXUFHV��:RUOG�%DQN�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�.QRZOHGJH�3RUWDO��&&.3���

5HJLRQDO�WUHQGV�ZHUH�JHQHUDWHG�E\�DJJUHJDWLQJ�GDWD�DW�
WKH�FRXQWU\�OHYHO��ZKLFK�ZDV�ZHLJKWHG�E\�WKH�VXUIDFH�DUHD�
RI�FRXQWULHV�LQ�������7KH�VROLG�OLQHV�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�WUHQGV�
REVHUYHG��ZKLOH�WKH�GRWWHG�OLQHV�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�IRUHFDVWV��
Ȋ0HDQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�LQ�GHJUHHV�&HOVLXVȋ�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�
DYHUDJH�DFURVV�HDFK�UHJLRQ�LQ�HDFK�\HDU��7KH�QXPEHU�RI�KRW�
GD\V�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�GD\V�LQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\�HDFK�
\HDU�ZKHQ�WKH�KHDW�LQGH[�VXUSDVVHV����GHJUHHV�&HOVLXV�΂��

:KHQ�FRPELQLQJ�WKHVH�WZR�FOLPDWH�LQGLFDWRUV�ZLWK�KRPL-
cide data at the country level it can be seen that neither of 
the two indicators has a clear linear association with the 
KRPLFLGH�UDWH��ΖQGHHG��WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�FOLPDWH�
FKDQJH�DQG�KRPLFLGH�FDQ�WDNH�PDQ\�IRUPV�RWKHU�WKDQ�D�
VLPSOH�OLQHDU�DVVRFLDWLRQ��7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�FDQ�HYHQ�RFFXU�
LQGLUHFWO\�WKURXJK�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�RQ�RWKHU�

LVVXHV�VXFK�DV�QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHUV��LQHTXDOLW\�RU�FRQȵLFWV�
UHODWHG�WR�GHWHULRUDWLQJ�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV��VXFK�DV�ODQG�

7KDW�VDLG��fiJXUH���VKRZV�D�WKHRUHWLFDO�SURMHFWLRQ�RI�WUHQGV�
LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�EDVHG�RQ�IXWXUH�HVWLPDWHV�RI�WKH�WZR�
FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�LQGLFDWRUV��PHDQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�QXPEHU�
RI�KRW�GD\V��$OWKRXJK�WKH�SURMHFWLRQV�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�ULJLG�
DQG�VRPHKRZ�XQUHDOLVWLF�DVVXPSWLRQV�΂�΂�WKH�HVWLPDWHG�
WUHQGV�JLYH�LQGLFDWLRQV�RI�SRVVLEOH�IXWXUH�VFHQDULRV��

6RXUFHV��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��:RUOG�%DQN�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�
.QRZOHGJH�3RUWDO��&&.3��DQG�81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�
SRSXODWLRQ�SURVSHFWV�����ȋ�������
Note: A Pooled Cross-Sectional Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) Regression model 
was used to predict the homicide rates using each of the two selected climate 
indicators, while also accounting for the influence of other macro level 
correlates of homicide trends such as income inequality (Gini index), wealth 
(GDP per capita) inflation, deprivation (infant mortality), unemployment and 
a policy score. Demographic factors, namely countries' age composition, sex 
composition and urbanization, are also accounted for.

Fig. 2 Observed and forecasted mean temperature 
and number of hot days (country average), 
E\ reJion and JloEall\� бййеȁвбаа

Panel A – mean temperature (degrees Celsius)
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Fig. 3 Projected homicide rate based on forecasted 
mean temperature and number of hot days, 
E\ reJion and JloEall\� ваааȁвбаа
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Panel A – mean temperature (degrees Celsius)

Panel B – Number of hot days (Heat index > 35° Celsius)
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80 3  ––  MEGATRENDS AND HOMICIDE

7KH�SURMHFWHG�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�WZR�FOLPDWH�
FKDQJH�LQGLFDWRUV��PHDQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�QXPEHU�RI�KRW�
days,�DUH�GL΍HUHQW��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��VLQFH�QR�DYHUDJH�
DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZDV�IRXQG�EHWZHHQ�PHDQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH��WKH�IRUHFDVW�LV�IRU�VWDEOH�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�WKDW�
DUH�LQVHQVLWLYH�WR�WKH�JOREDO�ULVLQJ�WHPSHUDWXUHV�LOOXVWUDWHG�
LQ�fiJXUH����2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�SRVLWLYH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRW�GD\V�DQG�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH΂��

SURMHFWV�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�DFURVV�PRVW�RI�
WKH�UHJLRQV��$Q�LQFUHDVLQJ�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RZLQJ�WR�D�ULVLQJ�
QXPEHU�RI�GDQJHURXVO\�KRW�GD\V�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�PDUNHG�LQ�
$IULFD�DQG�WKH�$PHULFDV��7KH�WZR�UHJLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�
KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�ZRUOGZLGH��$IULFD�DQG�WKH�$PHULFDV�DUH�
DOVR�OLNHO\�WR�H[SHULHQFH�H[WUHPH�ZHDWKHU�EHFDXVH�RI�
JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ��%\�FRQWUDVW��(XURSH��ZKLFK�DOUHDG\�KDV�D�
UHODWLYHO\�ORZ�OHYHO�RI�KRPLFLGH��LV�OLNHO\�WR�UHPDLQ�ODUJHO\�
XQD΍HFWHG�E\�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�H[WUHPH�KRW�WHPSHUDWXUHV�

7HPSHUDWXUHV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�LQFUHDVH�E\���WR���GHJUHHV�
&HOVLXV�DFURVV�DOO�WKH�UHJLRQV��EXW�WKH�LQFUHDVH�ZLOO�EH�IHOW�
YHU\�GL΍HUHQWO\�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��ΖQ�$IULFD��WKH�DYHUDJH�
WHPSHUDWXUH�LV�IRUHFDVWHG�WR�LQFUHDVH�IURP������GHJUHHV�
&HOVLXV�LQ������WR������LQ�������SXVKLQJ�DQ�DOUHDG\�ZDUP�
FOLPDWH�WR�OHYHOV�RI�H[WUHPH�KHDW��ZKHUHDV�LQ�(XURSH��WKH�
DYHUDJH�WHPSHUDWXUH�LV�IRUHFDVWHG�WR�LQFUHDVH�IURP����
GHJUHHV�&HOVLXV�LQ������WR������LQ�������&RQVHTXHQWO\��
FRXQWULHV�LQ�$IULFD�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�VHH�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI����
GD\V�ZLWK�D�KHDW�LQGH[�DERYH����&HOVLXV�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�
FHQWXU\��ZKLOH�FRXQWULHV�LQ�(XURSH�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�VHH�QR�
VXFK�GD\V��LUUHVSHFWLYH�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�103�+HQFH��WKH�
FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�PRVW�
VHYHUH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQV�WKDW�DOUHDG\�KDYH�ERWK�KLJKHU�DYHUDJH�
WHPSHUDWXUHV�DQG�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��

7HPSHUDWXUH�LQFUHDVHV�DUH�DOUHDG\�YHU\�QRWDEOH�DFURVV�
WKH�JOREH��\HW�ZKLOH�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�PD\�ZHOO�EH�RQH�RI�
WKH�PDMRU�IDFWRUV�WR�LPSDFW�WKH�ZRUOG�WKLV�FHQWXU\��LWV�
H΍HFW�RQ�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LV�VWLOO�XQFOHDU�DQG�QHHGV�WR�EH�
UHVHDUFKHG�LQ�JUHDWHU�GHSWK�

Projection 3: A theoretical projection of 
the impact of income inequality on future 
homicide trends
ΖQHTXDOLW\�LV�D�ZHOO�NQRZQ�SUHGLFWRU�RI�GL΍HUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�EHWZHHQ�FRXQWULHV�΂��, ΂��, ΂�� )LJXUH���LOOXVWUDWHV�
WKLV�DVVRFLDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�VFDWWHUSORW�FRPSDULQJ�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH΂���DQG�WKH�*LQL�LQGH[�RI�LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\�RI�
DOO�����FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�RQ�ERWK�YDULDEOHV�΂��

%\�XVLQJ�SDVW�WUHQGV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�DQG�LQHTXDOLW\��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�
WR�SURMHFW�D�K\SRWKHWLFDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�WKDW�RQO\�FRQVLGHUV�
SRVVLEOH�IXWXUH�FKDQJHV�LQ�LQHTXDOLW\��$OWKRXJK�WKH�WUHQGV�
LQ�LQHTXDOLW\�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�OLQHDU�VLQFH�������VLQFH�WKH�
����V�WKH�JOREDO�LQFUHDVH�LQ�LQHTXDOLW\�KDV�QRW�RQO\�ZDQHG�
EXW�DOVR�LQLWLDWHG�D�UHYHUVDO�ZKLFK��ZKLOH�UHODWLYHO\�PRGHVW��
KDV�EHHQ�RQJRLQJ�IRU�WKH�SDVW���WR����\HDUV��1RQHWKHOHVV��
SUHOLPLQDU\�GDWD�VHHP�WR�VKRZ�DQRWKHU�UHYHUVDO�LQ�WKLV�
WUHQG�VLQFH�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�LQ�������
ZLWK�ULVLQJ�LQHTXDOLW\�LQ�HPHUJLQJ�PDUNHW�DQG�GHYHORSLQJ�
HFRQRPLHV�RZLQJ�WR�MRE�DQG�LQFRPH�ORVVHV�DPRQJ�WKH�
SRRUHU�VHJPHQWV�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�΂���ΖW�UHPDLQV�WR�EH�
VHHQ�ZKHWKHU�WKLV�LV�MXVW�D�WHPSRUDU\�UHYHUVDO�UHVXOWLQJ�
IURP�WKH�H[FHSWLRQDO�PHDVXUHV�LPSOHPHQWHG�WR�FRQWURO�
WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��RU�ZKHWKHU�LW�VLJQDOV�D�FKDQJH�
LQ�WKH�ORQJHU�WHUP�WUHQG�LQ�GHFUHDVLQJ�LQHTXDOLW\��

7KH�VROLG�OLQH�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�WKH�WUHQG�LQ�LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\�REVHUYHG�LQ�
HDFK�UHJLRQ��ZKLOH�WKH�GRWWHG�OLQHV�UHȵHFW�WKH�IRUHFDVWV��

6RXUFHV��6WDQGDUGL]HG�:RUOG�ΖQFRPH�ΖQHTXDOLW\�'DWDEDVH��6:ΖΖ'��DQG�
81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�SURVSHFWV�����ȋ�������

Note: The Gini index was forecasted using data published by the Standardized 
World Income Inequality Database (SWIID), which are broadly available until 
2020.110, 111 Considering that the Gini index for income inequality tends to be 
remarkably stable over time (declines and increases tend to be incremental), 
the last five years of data (201с–2020) were used to develop a linear forecast of 
the future inequality trend of each individual country. This forecast assumes 
that whichever average change occurred in the Gini index within that country 
within the last five years would continue into the future. The inequality data and 
forecasts were collapsed to the regional and global levels and the contribution 
of each country to the regional aggregates was weighted population size.

Fig. 4 Scatterplot of countries’ (ln) homicide rate by Gini 
inde[� aYeraJe вабжȁвава �n   бдд�

6RXUFHV��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��6WDQGDUGL]HG�:RUOG�ΖQFRPH�ΖQHTXDOLW\�
'DWDEDVH��6:ΖΖ'��DQG�81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�
SURVSHFWV�����ȋ�������
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Fig. 5 Observed and forecasted Gini index by region 
and JloEall\� бйзаȁвбаа
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81GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023

7KH�LQHTXDOLW\�IRUHFDVW�VKRZQ�LQ�fiJXUH���UHȵHFWV�WKH�ODWHVW�
GHFOLQLQJ�WUHQG�GRFXPHQWHG�LQ�WKH�GDWD�XS�WR������DQG�
GRHV�QRW�LQFOXGH�WKH�SUHOLPLQDU\�GDWD�IRU�ODWHU�\HDUV�WKDW�
VXJJHVW�D�UHYHUVDO�RI�WKH�GHFOLQLQJ�WUHQG��7KH�IRUHFDVW�
WKHUHIRUH�LPSOLFLWO\�DVVXPHV�WKDW�WKH�GHFOLQLQJ�WUHQG�ZLOO�
FRQWLQXH�XQWLO�������

7KH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�WKDW�FDQ�EH�SURMHFWHG�XVLQJ�WKH�SDVW�
DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�LQHTXDOLW\�DQG�KRPLFLGH�DQG�WKH�
IRUHFDVWHG�LQHTXDOLW\�VKRZV�WKDW�D�FRQWLQXLQJ�GHFOLQH�LQ�
LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\�ZRXOG�SODFH�IXUWKHU�GRZQZDUG�SUHVVXUH�
RQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�DOO�WKH�UHJLRQV��PRVW�QRWDEO\�WKH�
$PHULFDV��ZKHUH�KRPLFLGH�DQG�LQHTXDOLW\�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�
KLJK�DW�SUHVHQW��7KLV�SURMHFWLRQ�UHPDLQV�D�WKHRUHWLFDO�H[HU-
FLVH�ZLWK�VLPSOH�DVVXPSWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�XQOLNHO\�WR�KROG�΂΂�
EXW�WKH�RYHUDOO�WUHQG�LV�HQFRXUDJLQJ��DV�LW�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZLOO�GHFOLQH�E\������SHU�FHQW�
E\�������7KH�RYHUDOO�JOREDO�SURMHFWLRQ�UHȵHFWV��DV�H[SHFWHG��
WKRVH�RI�WKH�PRVW�SRSXORXV�UHJLRQV�RYHU�WKH�SHULRG�XS�
WR�������SUHVHQW�GD\�$VLD��KRPH�WR������SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�
JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ��DQG�$IULFD��ZKLFK�ZLOO�JR�IURP�DFFRXQWLQJ�
IRU����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ������WR������
SHU�FHQW�LQ�������ΖQ�$VLD��WKH�LQHTXDOLW\�EDVHG�SURMHFWLRQ�
LQ�fiJXUH���IRUHFDVWV�D�UHPDUNDEOH�GHFOLQH�RI����SHU�FHQW�
LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��ZKHUHDV�LQ�$IULFD�LW�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�
GHFOLQH�E\�MXVW�����SHU�FHQW��LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�UHJLRQ�ZLOO�
QRW�DFFUXH�D�VXEVWDQWLDO�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�LWV�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
EDVHG�RQ�WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\�

ΖQ�2FHDQLD��ZKHUH�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�EHHQ�VRPHZKDW�
VWDEOH�VLQFH�������WKH�SURMHFWLRQ�LV�IRU�D�GHFOLQH�RI������
SHU�FHQW�E\�������)LQDOO\��LQ�(XURSH�D�UHODWLYHO\�PRGHVW�
GHFOLQH�LQ�D�*LQL�LQGH[�WKDW�LV�DOUHDG\�WKH�ZRUOGȇV�ORZHVW�
ZRXOG�FRUUHVSRQG�WR�D�UHGXFWLRQ�RI�MXVW�����SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�E\�������$OWRJHWKHU��WKHVH�UHJLRQDO�WUHQGV�
ZRXOG�DPRXQW�WR�D�UHGXFWLRQ�RI������SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�UHVXOW�LQ�DQ�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�
RI�DURXQG���������IHZHU�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ������WKDQ�LI�
WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�ZHUH�WR�UHPDLQ�FRQVWDQW�
�VHH�DSSHQGL[�/��

7KLV�SURMHFWLRQ�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�JOREDO�GHFOLQH�LQ�LQFRPH�
LQHTXDOLW\��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�LPSDFWLQJ�DOO�UHJLRQV��FRXOG�UHVXOW�
LQ�D�ORZHU�OHYHO�RI�KRPLFLGH�DW�WKH�JOREDO�OHYHO��DVVXPLQJ�
WKDW�WKH�GHFOLQH�LQ�LQHTXDOLW\�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�DQG�WKDW�WKH�
UHFHQW�UHYHUVDO�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�LV�RQO\�
WHPSRUDU\��7KLV�VFHQDULR�ZLOO�RQO\�EH�DFKLHYHG�LI�GLVWULE-
XWLYH�SROLFLHV�WKDW�DUH�H΍HFWLYH�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DUH�
LPSOHPHQWHG�ZRUOGZLGH��

Fig. 6 Projected homicide rate based on forecasted 
ineTXalit\� E\ reJion and JloEall\� ваааȁвбаа

6RXUFHV��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��6WDQGDUGL]HG�:RUOG�ΖQFRPH�ΖQHTXDOLW\�
'DWDEDVH��6:ΖΖ'��DQG�81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�
SURVSHFWV�����ȋ��������

Note: The future homicide trends have been projected on the basis of existing 
and forecasted trends in inequality. A simple estimate of the cross-national 
association between the Gini index and homicide rate was generated using a 
multivariate ordinary least squares (OLS) regression model of the association 
between the Gini index and the natural logarithm of the homicide rate, while 
accounting for other important characteristics of each country such as their 
economic development, inflation, infant mortality, demographic composition 
and political system. The complete model is shown in appendix L of the present 
chapter. The resulting model estimated that each one-unit increase in the Gini 
index is associated with an average increase of с.с per cent in the homicide rate 
in each country.
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APPENDIX

6RXUFHV��81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�SURVSHFWV�������VXPPDU\�RI�UHVXOWVȋ�������

Appendix A: 3ercentaJe of SoSXlation aJed же or oYer� SroMectionV

2022 2030 2050 2100

Sub-Saharan Africa 3 3.3 4.8 13.5

Northern Africa and Western Asia 5.6 7.1 12.7 22.9

Central and Southern Asia 6.5 8.2 13.6 26.7

Eastern and South-Eastern Asia 13.0 16.7 25.9 34.2

Latin America and the Caribbean 9.2 11.7 19.0 32.0

Oceania 12.9 15.0 18.5 26.6

Europe and Northern America 18.9 22.2 27.0 31.9

Global 9.8 11.8 16.5 24.0

6RXUFH��81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�SURVSHFWV�������VXPPDU\�RI�UHVXOWVȋ�������

Appendix B: Life expectancy at birth: projections

1990 2021 2050 2100

Sub-Saharan Africa 49.2 59.7 66.7 73.8

Northern Africa and Western Asia 64.3 72.1 78.3 84.2

Central and Southern Asia 58.9 67.7 77.1 84.2

Eastern and South-Eastern Asia 68.1 76.5 81.7 87.4

Latin America and the Caribbean 67.7 72.2 80.6 87.2

Oceania 73.2 79.4 82.1 87.2

Europe and Northern America 73.6 77.2 83.8 90.0

Global 64.0 71.1 77.3 82.1

6RXUFH��81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�SURVSHFWV�������VXPPDU\�RI�UHVXOWVȋ�������

Appendix C: 3ercentaJe of SoSXlation aJed беȁвй� SroMectionV

2022 2030 2050 2100

Africa 26.96 27.75 26.73 20.96

Americas 22.59 21.36 20.00 14.87

Asia 22.78 22.12 17.96 15.67

Europe 16.22 16.47 14.48 14.60

Oceania 21.85 20.97 19.04 16.49

World 22.88 22.63 19.91 17.53

6RXUFH��81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�SURVSHFWV�������VXPPDU\�RI�UHVXOWVȋ�������
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Appendix D: $YeraJe annXal rate of cKanJe of XrEan SoSXlation �бййаȁваеа�

1990–1995 2020–2025 2045–2050

Sub-Saharan Africa 4.18 3.82 2.89

Northern Africa 2.94 2.05 1.76

Eastern Asia 3.23 1.47 -0.04

Southern Asia 2.99 2.33 1.55

Western Asia 2.72 1.90 1.21

Europe 0.34 0.3 0.17

Northern America 1.52 0.96 0.62

Latin America and the Caribbean 2.45 1.15 0.47

Oceania 1.25 1.30 1.07

Global 2.35 1.73 1.13

Appendix E: $nnXal VKare of SoSXlation reVidinJ in XrEan areaV �бййаȁваеа�

1990 2020 2050

Sub-Saharan Africa 27.5 41.4 58.1

Northern Africa 45.7 52.5 64.1

Eastern Asia 33.9 64.8 81.4

Southern Asia 26.5 36.6 53.8

Western Asia 61.1 72.3 81.4

Europe 69.9 74.9 83.7

Northern America 75.4 82.6 89.0

Latin America and the Caribbean 70.7 81.2 87.8

Oceania 70.3 68.2 72.1

Global 43 56.2 68.4

6RXUFH��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ�΂΂�

6RXUFHV��81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ�΂΂�
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Note: The multivariate estimate was used in the projections. Coefficients are exponentiated and correspond to the proportional change in the homicide rate for 
each one-unit increase in that respective independent variable. The asterisks denote statistical significance� 


 p�0.01, 

 p�0.05, 
 p�0.1. Clustered standard 
errors by country are in parenthesis.

Appendix G: Pooled cross-sectional OLS regression estimates predicting the (ln) homicide rate

Variables
Mean temperature Hot days

Bivariate Multivariate Bivariate Multivariate

Mean temperature б�аев



�а�абйж�

а�йие
�а�абдб�

Hot days а�ййй
�а�ааезж�

б�ааи
�а�аадйд�

Controls

Gini index б�азд



�а�абгд�

б�ажж



�а�аббз�

*'3 Ser caSita ��бN� а�йии



�а�ааджб�

а�йий


�а�аадви�

Inflation (%) б�ааг


�а�ааббг�

б�ааг


�а�аабби�

,nfant Portalit\ �бN EirtKV� б�аба

�а�ааевб�

б�ааи

�а�ааджж�

Per cent unemployed а�йиз
�а�абаз�

а�ййд
�а�абаз�

Per cent youth б�айж



�а�агбй�

б�бав



�а�агвв�

Per cent male а�ижж


�а�аеег�

а�ивб



�а�адйв�

Per cent urban б�аба


�а�аадзд�

б�абв


�а�ааеав�

Political score б�адз


�а�авбд�

б�адж


�а�авва�

Constant б�ежа
�а�ддг�

би�ез
�ед�иж�

г�ггд



�а�дза�

бид�д

�ебв�а�

Observations б�дгб б�дгб б�дгб б�дгб

R-squared а�ббб а�жби а�ааа а�жбй

Appendix F: Estimated climate vulnerability by country

Map 1  Estimated climate vulnerablility by country, 2021

6RXUFHV��1RWUH�'DPH�*OREDO�$GDSWDWLRQ�ΖQLWLDWLYH�ΖQGH[�΂΂�

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Final boundary 
between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and 
Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. A dispute exists between the 
Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

Estimated climate vulnerability by country, 2021

Source: Notre Dame Global Adaptation Initiative Index. See datasets at https://www.gain.nd.edu
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Appendix H:  3roMected KoPicide rate EaVed on forecaVted cliPate E\ reJion and JloEall\� ваааȁвбаа
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and SroMected for ваааȁвбаа

Panel B – Number of hot days

Appendix j: 3roMected KoPicide rate if tKe KoPicide rate rePainV conVtant at itV вава rate� 
and SroMected for ваааȁвбаа
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Appendix K:  0eaVXreV and 'e΋nitionV

Measure Source Definition

Homicide rate 8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�2ɝFH�RQ�
'UXJV�DQG�&ULPH

ΖQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ

(Ln) Homicide rate 8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�2ɝFH�RQ�
'UXJV�DQG�&ULPH 1DWXUDO�ORJDULWKP�RI�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH

Mean temperature &OLPDWLF�5HVHDUFK�8QLW 0HDQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�LQ�GHJUHHV�&HOVLXV

Hot days &OLPDWLF�5HVHDUFK�8QLW

1XPEHU�RI�GD\V�ZLWK�D�KHDW�LQGH[�DERYH����
GHJUHHV�&HOVLXV��WKH�KHDW�LQGH[�PHDVXUHV�
KRZ�WHPSHUDWXUH�LV�IHOW�E\�KXPDQV�EDVHG�
RQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�KXPLGLW\

Gini index 6WDQGDUGL]HG�:RUOG�ΖQFRPH�
ΖQHTXDOLW\�'DWDEDVH

6XPPDU\�PHDVXUH�RI�LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\�UDQJLQJ�IURP�
SHUIHFW�HTXDOLW\�����WR�SHUIHFW�FRQFHUWDWLRQ������

g'3 Ser caSita ��1N� :RUOG�%DQN�2SHQ�'DWD *URVV�GRPHVWLF�SURGXFW�SHU�FDSLWD�LQ�WKRXVDQGV�
RI�FRQVWDQW������8QLWHG�6WDWHV�GROODUV

Inflation (%) :RUOG�%DQN�2SHQ�'DWD $QQXDO�LQȵDWLRQ�LQ�FRQVXPHU�SULFHV�LQ�
SHUFHQWDJH�SRLQWV

infant mortality �1N Eirths� :RUOG�%DQN�2SHQ�'DWD 1XPEHU�RI�GHDWKV�SHU�������OLYH�ELUWKV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�
XQGHU�RQH�\HDU�RI�DJH

Per cent unemployed :RUOG�%DQN�2SHQ�'DWD 3HUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�ODERXU�IRUFH�WKDW�LV�ZLWKRXW�
ZRUN�EXW�DYDLODEOH�IRU�DQG�VHHNLQJ�HPSOR\PHQW

3er cent yoXth 81�:RUOG�3RSXODWLRQ�3URVSHFWV 3HUFHQWDJH�RI�WRWDO�SRSXODWLRQ�DJHG����WR���

Per cent male 81�:RUOG�3RSXODWLRQ�3URVSHFWV 3HUFHQWDJH�RI�WRWDO�SRSXODWLRQ�ZKR�DUH�PDOHV

Per cent urban 81�:RUOG�3RSXODWLRQ�3URVSHFWV 3HUFHQWDJH�RI�WRWDO�SRSXODWLRQ�UHVLGLQJ�LQ�XUEDQ�
rather than rural areas

Policy score Center for Systemic Peace Political regime authority spectrum
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Note: The multivariate estimate was used in the projections. Coefficients are exponentiated and correspond to the proportional change in the homicide rate for each 
one-unit increase in that respective independent variable. The asterisks denote statistical significance� 


 p�0.01, 

 p�0.05, 
 p�0.1. Clustered standard errors by 
country are in parenthesis.

Appendix L: Pooled cross-sectional OLS regression estimates predicting the (ln) homicide rate

Variables Bivariate Multivariate

Gini index ΂�΂��



����΂���

1.066



�0.0110�

Controls

g'3 Ser caSita ��1N� �����



������΂��

Inflation (%) ΂����
����������

infant mortality �1N Eirths� ΂����

���������

Per cent unemployed �����
����΂���

3er cent yoXth ΂�΂��



��������

Per cent male �����


��������

Per cent urban ΂��΂΂


�������΂�

Policy score ΂����


��������

Constant ������



��������

�����
���΂���

Observations ΂���� ΂����

R-squared ����� �����
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Appendix M: 3roMected KoPicide rate EaVed on forecaVted ineTXalit\ E\ reJion and JloEall\� ваааȁвбаа

Appendix N: 3roMected KoPicide coXntV if tKe KoPicide rate rePainV conVtant at itV вава rate� and SroMected
 XVinJ ineTXalit\� ваааȁвбаа

Appendix O: 3roMected KoPicide rate if tKe KoPicide rate rePainV conVtant at itV вава rate� and SroMected
 XVinJ ineTXalit\� ваааȁвбаа
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JDQJV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDȋ��81Ζ&()�����6HSWHPEHU���΂���-XWHUVRQNH��2���
0XJJDK��5��DQG�5RGJHUV��'���Ȋ*DQJV��XUEDQ�YLROHQFH�DQG�VHFXULW\�
LQWHUYHQWLRQV�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDȋ��Security Dialogue��YRO������1R������
�$XJXVW�2FWREHU��������SS�����Ȃ����

΂΂ +HVVHOLQN��$��DQG�%RXJDUG��1��%���Ȋ5LVN�IDFWRUV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�\RXWK�
JDQJ�LQYROYHPHQW��DQ�H[SODQDWRU\�FULPLQRORJLFDO�FDVH�VWXG\�DQDO\VLVȋ��
Journal of Psychology in Africa, YRO������1R������������SS�����Ȃ������

΂� See Global Study on Homicide��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂����S��΂���
DQG�2OLYHU�.��5RHGHU�HW�DO����:KDW�FDXVHG�WKH�FULPH�GHFOLQH"���&ROXPELD�
%XVLQHVV�6FKRRO�UHVHDUFK�SDSHU��1R��΂�Ȃ����)HEUXDU\���΂����ΖW�LV�ZRUWK�
QRWLQJ�WKDW�VRPH�RWKHU�VWXGLHV�GR�QRW�ILQG�D�VLPLODU�OHYHO�RI�LQIOXHQFH�RQ�
FRXQWU\�OHYHO�FULPH��6HH�/HYLWW��6��'���Ȋ8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZK\�FULPH�IHOO�LQ�
WKH�΂���Vȋ��Journal of Economic Perspectives, YRO��΂���1R�΂��������DQG�
5RJHUV��0���Ȋ$�GHVFULSWLYH�DQG�JUDSKLFDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH��ODFN�RI��
DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DJH�DQG�KRPLFLGH�FURVV�QDWLRQDOO\ȋ��International 
Criminal Justice Review��YRO������1R�����$XJXVW���΂����

΂� %URRNV��-���HW�DO���Ȋ7KH�GHPRJUDSKLF�WUDQVLWLRQ�WKHRU\�RI�ZDU��ZK\�\RXQJ�
VRFLHWLHV�DUH�FRQIOLFW�SURQH�DQG�ROG�VRFLHWLHV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�SHDFHIXO�ȋ�
International Security,�YRO������1R�������΂���

΂� 5RX]HW��'��HW�DO���Ȋ)LVFDO�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�LQFOXVLYH�JURZWK�LQ�DJHLQJ�
VRFLHWLHVȋ��OECD Economic Policy Papers��1R������3DULV��2(&'�SXEOLVKLQJ��
��΂���

΂� OECD, Ageing and Employment Policies Working Better with Age Overview
�3DULV��2(&'�3XEOLVKLQJ����΂���

΂� 81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�SURVSHFWV�����ȋ��
�����

΂� ΖELG�
΂� 6HH�5DPSDO��1���ȊΖQGLD�WR�ORVH�ȆGHPRJUDSKLF�GLYLGHQGȇ"�*RYHUQPHQW�

UHSRUW�VD\V�RYHU���V�WR�RXWQXPEHU�Ȇ\RXQJȇ�E\�����”, The Print, 20 July 
������81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�SURVSHFWV�
����ȋ�������

΂� 6HH�1LJHULD��)HGHUDO�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�1LJHULD��Ȋ1DWLRQDO�SROLF\�RQ�
SRSXODWLRQ�IRU�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORSPHQWȋ��$EXMD�����΂��

20 81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��Ȋ:RUOG�SRSXODWLRQ�SURVSHFWV�����ȋ��
�����

�΂ ΖELG�
22 6HH�0XJJDK��5���Ȋ&OLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�FULPH�LQ�FLWLHVȋ��Global Bulletin 

Igarape��ΖJDUDSH�ΖQVWLWXWH�����΂����
23 6HH�+DUS��5��DQG�.DUQDXVNDV��.��%���Ȋ*OREDO�ZDUPLQJ�WR�LQFUHDVH�YLROHQW�

FULPH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHVȋ��Environmental Research Letters��YRO��΂���1R����
�0DUFK�������

�� )RU�D�UHYLHZ�RI�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH��VHH�0XJJDK��5���Ȋ&OLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�
FULPH�LQ�FLWLHVȋ��Global Bulletin Igarape��ΖJDUDSH�ΖQVWLWXWH�����΂���

�� 0LOHV�1RYHOR��$��DQG�$QGHUVRQ��&��$���Ȋ&OLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�SV\FKRORJ\��
HIIHFWV�RI�UDSLG�JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ�RQ�YLROHQFH�DQG�DJJUHVVLRQȋ��Current 
Climate Change Report��YRO�����-DQXDU\���΂����

�� 6HH�5H]DHLDQ��0���Ȋ7KH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHUV�DQG�
YLROHQFH��D�V\VWHPDWLF�UHYLHZ�RI�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�DQG�D�FDOO�IRU�PRUH�
HSLGHPLRORJLFDO�VWXGLHVȋ��Journal of Research Medical Science,�YRO��΂���
1R�΂���'HFHPEHU���΂����

�� 6HH�0DUFXV��'��.���)XOWRQ��-��-��DQG�&ODUNH��(��-���Ȋ/HDG�DQG�FRQGXFW�
SUREOHPV��D�PHWD�DQDO\VLVȋ��Journal of Clinical Adolescent Psychology,�YRO��
����1R�����0DUFK���΂����6FLHQFH�'DLO\��ȊΖQFUHDVHG�DLU�SROOXWLRQ�OLQNHG�WR�
EDG�WHHQDJH�EHKDYLRUȋ��΂��'HFHPEHU���΂���%XUNKDUGW��-��HW�DO���Ȋ7KH�
effects of pollution 
RQ�FULPH��HYLGHQFH�IURP�GDWD�RQ�SDUWLFXODWH�PDWWHU�DQG�R]RQHȋ��Journal 
of Environmental Economics and Management, vol. ����1RYHPEHU���΂�����

�� %XLV��$���Ȋ$�GHJUHH�RI�FRQFHUQ��ZK\�JOREDO�WHPSHUDWXUHV�PDWWHU, NASA's 
Global Climate Change Website����΂��

29 :KLOH�FOLPDWH�PRGHOV�SURMHFW�GLIIHUHQWLDO�LPSDFWV��LW�DSSHDUV�WKDW�$IULFD�
DQG�6RXWKHUQ�$VLD�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�WKH�PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH�
WR�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�WKH�OHDVW�SUHSDUHG�WR�DGDSW��$�FRPSRVLWH�LQGH[�
PHDVXULQJ�OHYHO�RI�H[SRVXUH��VHQVLWLYLW\�DQG�DGDSWLYH�FDSDFLWLHV�DFURVV�
VL[�VHFWRUV��IRRG��ZDWHU��KHDOWK��HFRV\VWHP�VHUYLFHV��KXPDQ�KDELWDW�DQG�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��FDSWXULQJ�WKH�VSDWLDO�YDULDELOLW\�SURYLGHV�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�
ZKLFK�JHRJUDSKLF�DUHDV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH��:RUOG�%DQN��
Turn Down the Heat, Confronting the New Climate Normal �:DVKLQJWRQ�
'�&����΂���

30 6HH�0DUHV��'��0��DQG�0RIIHWW��.��:���Ȋ&OLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�
YLROHQFH��D�ȊJOREDOȋ�HVWLPDWH�DQG�UHJLRQDO�LQHTXLWLHVȋ��Climatic Change, 
YRO��΂����0DUFK���΂���

�΂ :HL��-��HW�DO����&OLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�KRPLFLGH��JOREDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�
PRGHUDWLQJ�UROH�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�WHFKQRORJ\���
Weather, Climate, and Society,�YRO��΂���1R�����6HSWHPEHU�������

32 )RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�D�VWXG\�RI�QLQH�FLWLHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��MXVW�WZR�
Ȃ�&KLFDJR�DQG�1HZ�<RUN�Ȃ�ZHUH�IRXQG�WR�KDYH�D�SRVLWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�
EHWZHHQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�EHWZHHQ������DQG�
��΂���6HH�;X��5��HW�DO���Ȋ$PELHQW�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��
D�PXOWL�FLW\�FDVH�FURVVRYHU�VWXG\�LQ�WKH�86ȋ��Environment International, 
YRO��΂����2FWREHU�������

33 6HH�0DKHGQUD��5��HW�DO���ȊΖQWHUSHUVRQDO�YLROHQFH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�KRW�
ZHDWKHUȋ��Lancet Planetary Health, YRO�����1R����6HSWHPEHU����΂��

�� 6HH�%DUOHWW��&�3��HW�DO���Ȋ+RW�WHPSHUDWXUHV�DQG�HYHQ�KRWWHU�WHPSHUV��
VRFLRORJLFDO�PHGLDWRUV�LQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�JOREDO�FOLPDWH�
FKDQJH�DQG�KRPLFLGHȋ��Psychology of Violence, YRO��΂���1R��΂��������

�� 6HH�0XJJDK��5���Ȋ&OLPDWH�PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�GLVSODFHPHQW��QR�SODFH�WR�UXQȋ��
Global Futures Bulletin��ΖQVWLWXWR�ΖJDUDS«���������DQG�0XJJDK��5���
Ȋ&OLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�FULPH�LQ�FLWLHVȋ��Global Futures Bulletin (Instituto 
ΖJDUDS«�����΂���

�� (YDQV��$��HW�DO���Ȋ5HVRXUFH�VFDUFLW\��FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�WKH�ULVN�RI�
YLROHQW�FRQIOLFWȋ� World Bank Development Report����΂΂���

�� 'L�6DQWR��1���5XVVR��Ζ��DQG�6LVWR��5���Ȋ&OLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�QDWXUDO�
UHVRXUFH�VFDUFLW\��D�OLWHUDWXUH�UHYLHZ�RQ�GU\�IDUPLQJȋ��Land MDPI��YRO��΂΂��
1R��΂���1RYHPEHU�������

�� 81�:DWHU��Ȋ&OLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�ZDWHUȋ��SROLF\�EULHI��6HSWHPEHU����΂�

39 8QIULHG��.���.LV�.DWRV��.��DQG�3RVHU��7���Ȋ:DWHU�VFDUFLW\�DQG�VRFLDO�FRQIOLFWȋ��
Journal of Environmental Economics and Management��YRO��΂΂���1R��΂������
�0D\�������

�� .ODUH��0���Ȋ&OLPDWH�FKDQJH��ZDWHU�VFDUFLW\�DQG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�
LQWHUVWDWH�FRQIOLFW�LQ�6RXWK�$VLDȋ��Journal of Strategic Security��YRO��΂���1R��
���������

�΂ 7KHLVHQ��2��0���Ȋ%ORRG�DQG�VRLO"�5HVRXUFH�VFDUFLW\�DQG�LQWHUQDO�DUPHG�
conflict revisited”, Journal of Peace Research, YRO������1R��� �1RYHPEHU�
������

�� 6HH�1LYHWWH��$��(���Ȋ&URVV�QDWLRQDO�SUHGLFWRUV�RI�FULPH��D�PHWD�DQDO\VLVȋ��
Homicide Studies��YRO��΂���1R�����$SULO���΂΂���SS��΂��Ȃ΂�΂��6DQWRV��0��5���
Ȋ+RZ�FKDQJLQJ�LQHTXDOLW\�SUHGLFWV�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV��D�ORQJLWXGLQDO�
DQDO\VLV�DFURVV�΂���FRXQWULHV��΂���Ȃ��΂�ȋ��LQ�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
RI�8QLYHUVLWLHV�DQG�812'&��(GV���Higher Education Engages with SDG 1с: 
Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions (International Association of 
8QLYHUVLWLHV�����΂��
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�� 6HH�$XJXVWD�GH�/LPD�)ULFKH��$��HW�DO���Ȋ9DULDWLRQ�LQ�\RXWK�DQG�\RXQJ�
DGXOW�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�DQG�WKHLU�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�FLW\�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�LQ�
/DWLQ�$PHULFDȋ��The Lancet �0DUFK��������6HH�DOVR�Global Study on 
Homicide 2019, Booklet 3, Understanding Homicide (United Nations 
SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

�� See UNDESA, World Social Report 2020��Inequality in a Rapidly Changing 
World �������

�� 3LNHWW\��7���Ȋ$ERXW�FDSLWDO�LQ�WKH�WZHQW\�ILUVW�FHQWXU\ȋ��American 
Economic Review��YRO��105��1R�������΂����SS����Ȃ����

�� 81'(6$��3RSXODWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ��:RUOG�8UEDQL]DWLRQ�3URVSHFWV���΂���

�� Global Study on Homicide��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂����%RRNOHW�΂��
S����

�� �6HH�8UGDO��+��DQG�+RHOVFKHU��.���Ȋ8UEDQ�\RXWK�EXOJHV�DQG�VRFLDO�
GLVRUGHU��DQ�HPSLULFDO�VWXG\�RI�$VLDQ�DQG�6XE�6DKDUDQ�$IULFDQ�FLWLHVȋ��
:RUOG�%DQN�3ROLF\�5HVHDUFK�:RUNLQJ�3DSHU�1R���΂΂���΂�1RYHPEHU��
������ZKR�VWXGLHG����FLWLHV�LQ�$VLD�DQG�6XE�6DKDUDQ�$IULFD��6HH�DOVR�
Global Study on Homicide 2019��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ���΂����
%RRNOHW����IRU�D�UHYLHZ�RI�XUEDQ�JURZWK�DQG�KRPLFLGH�LQ����FLWLHV��

�� 6HH�)RUUHVW��:���Ȋ7KH�GURS�LQ�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�LQ�$XVWUDOLDȋ��
Journal of Criminology��YRO������1R�����2FWREHU�������DQG�&OHPHQW��0��7���
3LQR��1��:��DQG�%ODXVWHLQ��-���Ȋ7KH�SHUVLVWHQW�FRXQWHUYDLOLQJ�FRQVH-
TXHQFHV�RI�XUEDQL]DWLRQ��D�ORQJLWXGLQDO�VWXG\�RI�KRPLFLGH�UDWHVȋ��
European Journal of Criminology,�YRO������1R����0D\��������

�� 6HH�/HYFKDN��3��-���Ȋ7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�
FURVV�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��UREXVWQHVV�DFURVV�PXOWLSOH�HVWLPDWLRQ�
PHWKRGVȋ, International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal 
Justice, YRO������1R�����0DUFK���΂����

�΂ :HDWKHUEXUQ��'���Ȋ:KDW�FDXVHV�FULPH"�16:�%XUHDX�RI�&ULPH�6WDWLVWLFV�
DQG�5HVHDUFKȋ��Contemporary Issues in Crime and Justice��1R�����
�)HEUXDU\����΂��

�� 'RV�6DQWRV��0��Ζ���Ȋ8UEDQ�LQFRPH�VHJUHJDWLRQ�DQG�KRPLFLGHV��$Q�
DQDO\VLV�XVLQJ�%UD]LOLDQ�FLWLHV�VHOHFWHG�E\�WKH�6DOXUEDO�SURMHFWȋ��SSM 
Population Health��YRO�΂���-XQH����΂���

�� 1LYHWWH��$���(���Ȋ&URVV�QDWLRQDO�SUHGLFWRUV�RI�FULPH��D�PHWD�DQDO\VLVȋ��
Homicide Studies��YRO��15��1R�����$SULO���΂΂���SS��΂��Ȃ΂�΂��

�� .RHSSHO��0��'��+���5KLQHEHUJHU�'XQQ��*��0��DQG�0DFN��.��<���Ȋ&URVV�QD-
WLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��D�UHYLHZ�RI�WKH�FXUUHQW�OLWHUDWXUHȋ��International Journal 
of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice��YRO������1R��΂��6HSWHPEHU�
��΂����SS����Ȃ����

�� 6LSVPD��+��/��HW�DO���Ȋ6SHQGLQJ�RQ�VRFLDO�DQG�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�VHUYLFHV�DQG�
LWV�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�86$��DQ�HFRORJLFDO�VWXG\ȋ��BMJ Open 
201т��YRO����1R�΂���2FWREHU���΂����

�� (XURSH�LV�DOUHDG\����SHU�FHQW�XUEDQ�DQG�ZLOO�EH����SHU�FHQW�XUEDQ�E\�
������1RUWK�$PHULFD�LV�DOVR����SHU�FHQW�XUEDQ�DQG�ZLOO�EH����SHU�FHQW�
XUEDQ�E\�������/DWLQ�$PHULFD�LV����SHU�FHQW�XUEDQ�DQG�ZLOO�EH����SHU�
FHQW�XUEDQ�E\�������6HH�World Cities Report 2022: Envisaging the Future 
of Cities �8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

�� $IULFD�LV�FXUUHQWO\�MXVW����SHU�FHQW�XUEDQ�DQG�ZLOO�EH����SHU�FHQW�XUEDQ�
E\�������$VLD�LV��΂�SHU�FHQW�XUEDQ�DQG�ZLOO�EH����SHU�FHQW�XUEDQ�E\�
������/HVV�GHYHORSHG�UHJLRQV�DUH�RQ�DYHUDJH��΂�SHU�FHQW�XUEDQ�DQG�ZLOO�
JURZ�WR����SHU�FHQW�XUEDQ�E\�������6HH�Envisaging the future of cities, 
World Cities Report 2022 �8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

�� See Envisaging the future of cities, World Cities Report 2022 (United 
1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

�� 6HH�81'(6$��Ȋ7KH�VSHHG�RI�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOGȋ��3RSXODWLRQ�
)DFWV�1R����΂��΂��'HFHPEHU���΂����

�� See OECD, Africa’s Urbanization Dynamics 2020��:HVW�$IULFDQ�6WXGLHV�
�3DULV�2(&'�SXEOLVKLQJ���������6HH�DOVR�0XJJDK��5��DQG�+LOO��.���Ȋ$IULFDQ�
FLWLHV�ZLOO�GRXEOH�LQ�SRSXODWLRQ�E\�����ȋ��:RUOG�(FRQRPLF�)RUXP�����
-XQH���΂�� “+HUH�DUH���ZD\V�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKH\�WKULYHȋ��:RUOG�(FRQRPLF�
)RUXP�����-XQH���΂���DQG�The Economist ��Ȋ$IULFDȇV�SRSXODWLRQ�ZLOO�
GRXEOH�E\�����ȋ� ���0DUFK������

�΂ 6HH�:RUOG�%DQN��Demographic Trends and Urbanization �7KH�:RUOG�
%DQN�����΂���6HH�DOVR�81+DELWDW��1'��Ȋ$VLD�DQG�WKH�3DFLILF�UHJLRQȋ�

�� )OHPLQJ��6���Ȋ$�VKRUW�KLVWRU\�RI�MREV�DQG�DXWRPDWLRQȋ��World Economic 
Forum ���6HSWHPEHU������.

�� 6HH�/LHP��0��DQG�*HHODQ��0��(��)���Ȋ7KH�LQWHUIDFH�EHWZHHQ�KRPLFLGH�DQG�
WKH�LQWHUQHW��D�FODVVLILFDWLRQȋ��Aggression and Violent Behavior��YRO�����
�$XJXVW���΂����

�� 2QOLQH�EHKDYLRXU�WKDW�PD\�KXUW�D�SHUVRQ�SK\VLFDOO\�RU�HPRWLRQDOO\��IRU�
H[DPSOH��KDUPIXO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�SRVWHG�RQOLQH��RU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
VHQW�WR�D�SHUVRQ��6RXUFH��8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�RI�*UHDW�%ULWDLQ�DQG�
1RUWKHUQ�ΖUHODQG��+RPH�2IILFH��'HSDUWPHQW�IRU�'LJLWDO��&XOWXUH��0HGLD�
DQG�6SRUW��Ȋ2QOLQH�+DUPV�:KLWH�3DSHUȋ��

�� ΖVODP��5���Ȋ$Ζ�DQG�F\EHUFULPH�XQOHDVK�D�QHZ�HUD�RI�PHQDFLQJ�WKUHDWVȋ��
)RUEHV�����-XQH�������

�� &\EHU�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�LV�GHILQHG�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W�DV�D�KRPLFLGH�HYHQW�
WKDW�RFFXUV�GXULQJ�WKH�ILUVW�IDFH�WR�IDFH�PHHWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WZR�RU�PRUH�
SHRSOH�ZKR�EHFDPH�DFTXDLQWHG�RQOLQH��)RU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VHH�
*HUDUG��)�-��HW�DO���Ȋ([SORUDWLRQ�RI�FULPH�VFHQH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�LQ�
F\EHU�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHVȋ��+RPLFLGH�6WXGLHV��YRO������1R��΂����΂����

�� *HUDUG��)�-��HW�DO���Ȋ([SORUDWLRQ�RI�FULPH�VFHQH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�LQ�
F\EHU�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHVȋ��Homicide Studies��YRO������1R��΂����΂����SS��
��Ȃ����

�� 6HH�$JXLUUH��.���%DGUDQ��(��DQG�0XJJDK��5���Future Crime: Assessing 
Twenty First Century Crime Prediction��6WUDWHJLF�QRWH��ΖJDUDSH�ΖQVWLWXWH��
��΂����

�� Likewise, increased access to restricted or prohibited tools of violence, 
IURP��'�SULQWHG�ILUHDUPV�WR�GURQH�VZDUPV��PD\�H[DFHUEDWH�IXWXUH�WKUHDWV�
RI�KRPLFLGH��

�� 6HH�0F/DFKODQ��)��DQG�+DUULV��%���ȊΖQWLPDWH�ULVNV��H[DPLQLQJ�RQOLQH�DQG�
RIIOLQH�DEXVH��KRPLFLGH�IODJV�DQG�IHPLFLGHȋ��Victims and Offenders,�YRO��
΂���1R����-XQH�������DQG�7RGG��&���%U\FH��-��DQG�)UDQTXHLUD��9���
Ȋ7HFKQRORJ\��F\EHUVWDONLQJ�DQG�GRPHVWLF�KRPLFLGHȋ��Policing and 
Society,�YRO���΂���1R�΂�����΂���

�΂ The Economist, Ȋ<RXU�MRE�LV��SUREDEO\��VDIH�IURP�DUWLILFLDO�LQWHOOLJHQFHȋ����
0DUFK�������

�� 6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��*ROGPDQ�6DFKV��Ȋ*HQHUDWLYH�$Ζ�FRXOG�UDLVH�JOREDO�
*'3�E\���ȋ����$SULO�������7KH�:RUOG�(FRQRPLF�)RUXP�HVWLPDWHV�WKDW�DV�
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KRPLFLGH�UDWHV��DV�ZHOO�SRSXODWLRQ�SURMHFWLRQV��DUH�YDOLG�WR�D�UHDVRQD-
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Homicide typologies explained
7R�LPSURYH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ȵXFWXDWLRQV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�
WUHQGV�DQG�KHOS�GHVLJQ�WDUJHWHG�KRPLFLGH�SUHYHQWLRQ�
SROLFLHV��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�GLVDJJUHJDWH�KRPLFLGHV�LQWR�
GL΍HUHQW�W\SRORJLHV��3UHYLRXV�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�Global Study 
on Homicide�KDYH�KLJKOLJKWHG�WKH�SURPLQHQFH�RI�GL΍HUHQW�
W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�GL΍HUHQW�FRXQWULHV�΂�ΖQ�VRPH�FRXQ-
WULHV��PRVW�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�UHODWHG�WR�GLVSXWHV�EHWZHHQ�
LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�NQRZ�RQH�DQRWKHU��LQFOXGLQJ�PHPEHUV�
RI�WKH�VDPH�KRXVHKROG��ZKLOH�LQ�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��D�ODUJH�
VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV��
LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV�RU�JDQJV��ΖQ�
UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�GL΍HUHQFHV��WKH International Classi-
fication of Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS) provides a 
W\SRORJ\�IRU�GLVDJJUHJDWLRQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�ȊVLWXDWLRQDO�
FRQWH[Wȋ�RI�KRPLFLGHV�2�7KLV�W\SRORJ\�LV�UHȵHFWHG�LQ�WKH�
ZD\�812'&�FROOHFWV�GDWD�IURP�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�WKURXJK�
WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6XUYH\�RQ�&ULPH�7UHQGV�DQG�WKH�2SHU-
DWLRQ�RI�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�6\VWHPV��81�&76��3 which divides 
KRPLFLGH�LQWR�WKUHH�EURDG�FDWHJRULHV��fiJXUH����
�� +RPLFLGH�UHODWHG�WR�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV
�� ΖQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH
�� 6RFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGH

(DFK�RI�WKHVH�WKUHH�EURDG�FDWHJRULHV�RI�KRPLFLGH�W\SHV�
LV�IXUWKHU�VXEGLYLGHG�
D� +RPLFLGH�UHODWHG�WR�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�

KRPLFLGH�UHODWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�DQG�
JDQJV��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��DQG�KRPLFLGH�UHODWHG�WR�RWKHU�
FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV��IRU�H[DPSOH��UREEHU\���RQ�WKH�RWKHU��

E� ΖQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�KRPLFLGH�SHUSH-
WUDWHG�E\�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
DQG�RWKHU�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�SHUSHWUDWHG�RXWVLGH�
WKH�IDPLO\�FRQWH[W��IRU�H[DPSOH��NLOOLQJV�SHUSHWUDWHG�
E\�DFTXDLQWDQFHV�RU�QHLJKERXUV���
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F� 6RFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGH�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�KRPLFLGH�UHODWHG�
WR�VRFLDO�SUHMXGLFH��SROLWLFDO�DLPV��FLYLO�XQUHVW�DQG�RWKHU�
VRFLRSROLWLFDO�DJHQGDV��IRU�H[DPSOH��YLJLODQWH�NLOOLQJV��
XQODZIXO�NLOOLQJV�E\�WKH�SROLFH��RU�NLOOLQJV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�
FRPPXQDOLVP��FDVWHLVP�DQG�FODVV�FRQȵLFW��

7KLV�FKDSWHU�ORRNV�DW�WKH�WKUHH�PDLQ�FDWHJRULHV�RI�KRPLFLGH�
VHSDUDWHO\�DQG�XQSDFNV�WKHP�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DQDO\VH�WKHLU�
UHVSHFWLYH�LPSRUWDQFH�LQ�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�UHJLRQV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��
as well as the trends in and levels of the selected types 
RI�KRPLFLGH�LQFOXGHG�ZLWKLQ�WKHP��IRU�H[DPSOH��WHUURULVW�
NLOOLQJV�LQ�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGH��

Data limitations related to homicide types
3URGXFLQJ�JOREDO�HVWLPDWHV�RI�KRPLFLGHV�E\�W\SH�LV�FKDO-
OHQJLQJ�GXH�WR�VHYHUDO�LQWHUUHODWHG�GDWD�OLPLWDWLRQV��)LUVW��
GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH�W\SHV�UHPDLQ�YHU\�OLPLWHG�LQ�UHJLRQV�
RWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�(XURSH��RI�WKH����FRXQWULHV�
ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�RQH�GDWD�SRLQW�RQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�
KRPLFLGHV�����DUH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG����DUH�LQ�(XURSH��
MRLQWO\�DPRXQWLQJ�WR����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�VDPSOH��7KH�ORZ�
FRYHUDJH�LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV�PHDQV�WKDW�UHJLRQDO�HVWLPDWHV�
DUH�VNHZHG�WRZDUGV�WKH�KRPLFLGH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKH�
IHZ�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�KDYH�GDWD�LQ�WKRVH�UHJLRQV��

6HFRQG��PDQ\�FRXQWULHV�UHSRUW�ODUJH�VKDUHV�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
DV�ȊXQNQRZQȋ�RU�ȊRWKHU��XQVSHFLfiHG�ȋ�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGH��
ZKLFK�DGGV�FRQVLGHUDEOH�XQFHUWDLQW\�WR�QDWLRQDO�fiJXUHV�
RQ�KRPLFLGH�E\�W\SH��)LQODQG��IRU�H[DPSOH��D�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�
D�UREXVW�FULPH�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�V\VWHP��UHSRUWV�URXJKO\����
SHU�FHQW�RI�LWV�KRPLFLGHV�DV�ȊXQNQRZQȋ�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGH��
7KLV�LVVXH�PHDQV�WKDW�UHJLRQDO�DQG�JOREDO�DJJUHJDWLRQV�
RI�KRPLFLGH�E\�W\SH�FRPH�ZLWK�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�GHJUHH�RI�
XQFHUWDLQW\�
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7KLUG��FRXQWULHV�PD\�KDYH�GL΍HUHQW�UHDVRQV�IRU�IRFXVLQJ�
WKHLU�UHFRUGLQJ�DQG�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�VSHFLfiF�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGH�
�VXFK�DV�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�RU�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�KRPLFLGHV��DV�
WKH\�PD\�EH�SDUWLFXODUO\�UHOHYDQW�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��
This creates selection bias and reduces the representative-
QHVV�RI�WKH�DYDLODEOH�GDWD��ΖW�DOVR�PHDQV�WKDW�LW�LV�GLɝFXOW�
WR�PDNH�DVVXPSWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�KRPLFLGH�
W\SHV�DPRQJ�ȊXQNQRZQȋ�KRPLFLGHV��DV�WKLV�GLVWULEXWLRQ�
PD\�GL΍HU�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�IURP�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�KRPLFLGH�
W\SHV�DPRQJ�DOO�ȊNQRZQȋ�KRPLFLGHV��

)RXUWK��QDWLRQDO�FODVVLfiFDWLRQV�RI�KRPLFLGH�E\�VLWXDWLRQDO�
FRQWH[W�PD\�QRW�DOZD\V�QHDWO\�FRUUHVSRQG�WR�WKH�LQWHU-
QDWLRQDO�FODVVLfiFDWLRQ�SURSRVHG�LQ�Ζ&&6�DQG�WKH�IUDPH�
XVHG�E\�812'&�WR�FROOHFW�WKH�GDWD��81�&76�. In India, for 
H[DPSOH��WKH�1DWLRQDO�&ULPH�5HFRUGV�%XUHDX�UHSRUWV�RQ�
���GL΍HUHQW�ȊPRWLYHV�RI�PXUGHUȋ��VRPH�RI�ZKLFK��VXFK�DV�
ȊGDFRLW\�UREEHU\ȋ��DUH�QRW�UHDGLO\�PDSSHG�RQWR�WKH�LQWHU-
QDWLRQDO�FODVVLfiFDWLRQV�RI�KRPLFLGH�W\SHV�5�7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�
PDQ\�FRXQWULHV�ZLOO�RQO\�UHSRUW�DW�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�OHYHO�
RQ�WKRVH�FDWHJRULHV�WKDW�DUH�PRUH�HDVLO\�PDSSHG�RQWR�
WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FODVVLfiFDWLRQ��VXFK�DV�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�
IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��DQG�OHDYH�RWKHU�FDWHJRULHV�EODQN�

*OREDOO\��WKH�PRVW�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DQG�FRPSDUDEOH�GDWD�
RQ�KRPLFLGH�E\�W\SH�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�
IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH������FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�RQH�

GDWD�SRLQW����'DWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH�UHODWHG�WR�RWKHU�FULPLQDO�
DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�D�PRUH�OLPLWHG�
QXPEHU�RI�FRXQWULHV�����DQG����FRXQWULHV�UHVSHFWLYHO\���

Homicide types at the global and
regional levels 
7KH�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�VXJJHVW�WKDW��LQ�������DW�OHDVW�RQH�LQ�
fiYH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�JOREDOO\�����SHU�FHQW��ZHUH�NLOOHG�E\�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��fiJXUH�����ZKLOH�
DW�OHDVW���LQ����YLFWLPV�ZHUH�NLOOHG�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�DQRWKHU�
IRUP�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH��VXFK�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�UHVROY-
LQJ�D�FRQȵLFW�RU�IROORZLQJ�D�GLVSXWH�EHWZHHQ�QHLJKERXUV��
&ULPH�UHODWHG�DFWLYLWLHV�ZHUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�DW�OHDVW�D�
TXDUWHU�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�ZRUOGZLGH�LQ�������7KLV�LQFOXGHV�
KRPLFLGHV�UHODWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�RU�JDQJV��
ZKLFK�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�DW�OHDVW������SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV��
+RPLFLGHV�OLQNHG�WR�RWKHU�FULPH�UHODWHG�DFWLYLWLHV��VXFK�
DV�UREEHU\��DFFRXQWHG�IRU�DW�OHDVW������SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�
KRPLFLGHV��+RZHYHU��LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�LV�
ODFNLQJ�IRU����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV��:KHQ�H[FOXVLYHO\�
FRQVLGHULQJ�KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�VXFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ��WKH�VKDUH�
RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JDQJ�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�LQFUHDVHV�WR�
���SHU�FHQW�DQG�WKH�VKDUH�UHODWHG�WR�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�FULPH�
WR����SHU�FHQW�
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96 4  ––  UNDERSTANDING HOMICIDE

FIG. 2 Global distribution of homicide by situational 
conte[t� вавб or lateVt \ear aYailaEle

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��

Note: Estimates based on data are from 108 countries that reported at least 
one data point on a homicide type. Missing values for homicide types are set to 
zero and the difference between reported total homicides and reported 
homicide types is assigned to the unknown homicide category. The shares of 
homicides by situational context (including unknown) refer to the proportion of 
a reported homicide type divided by the total number of reported homicides. 
This represents “lower bound” estimates of shares by type as all unknown 
homicides are assumed to not be of the type under consideration. To obtain a 
global estimate, firstly, regional shares are computed by using the simple 
average shares of countries with data for countries without data. The global 
shares are subsequently computed as the average national shares weighted by 
the number of estimated homicides in each country for the year 2021. The 
regional shares of organized crime/gang-related homicides and other 
crime-related homicides out of all crime-related homicides are based on the 
simple average of countries with data on both categories. The shares out of all 
homicides with a known typology refer to the proportion of a reported homicide 
type divided by the sum of all reported homicide types (excluding the unknown 
homicides). This corresponds to the “best estimate”. The total is not equal to 100 
per cent due to rounding.

6RFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGH��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�WHUURULVW�NLOOLQJV�
WKDW�PHHW�WKH�Ζ&&6�FULWHULD��DQG�KRPLFLGH�UHODWHG�WR�FLYLO�
XQUHVW��DFFRXQWHG�IRU�DW�OHDVW���SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�
JOREDOO\�LQ�������8QOLNH�RWKHU�FDWHJRULHV�RI�KRPLFLGH��VRFLR-
SROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�UHFRUGHG�E\�D�PXFK�PRUH�OLPLWHG�
VHW�RI�FRXQWULHV�DQG�WKH\�DUH�PXFK�PRUH�GLɝFXOW�WR�HVWL-
PDWH�DW�WKH�JOREDO�OHYHO��$V�KLJKOLJKWHG�E\�WKH�H[DPSOHV�
RI�0DOL�DQG�1LJHULD�ODWHU�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU��KRZHYHU��WKH\�
FDQ�UHSUHVHQW�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�
LQ�FRXQWULHV�VXEMHFW�WR�SROLWLFDO�LQVWDELOLW\�DQG�RU�IDFLQJ�
WKH�WKUHDW�RI�WHUURULVP��

7KH�GDWD�LQ�fiJXUH���RQ�WKH�VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGH�E\�VLWXDWLRQDO�
FRQWH[W�RXW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV��LQFOXGLQJ�XQNQRZQ��DUH�EDVHG�
RQ�URXJKO\�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�KRPLFLGHV�JOREDOO\��7KH�VKDUH�RI�
KRPLFLGH�E\�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�LV�FDOFXODWHG�E\�GLYLGLQJ�WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�UHSRUWHG�IRU�HDFK�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�
E\�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV��JLYLQJ�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�ORZHVW�SODXVLEOH�VKDUH�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�
DWWULEXWHG�WR�HDFK�W\SH�DW�WKH�JOREDO�OHYHO��7KLV�PHWKRG�
JLYHV�D�FRQVHUYDWLYH�HVWLPDWH�RI�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�VKDUH�RI�
GL΍HUHQW�KRPLFLGH�W\SHV�DV�LW�DVVXPHV�KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�
DQ�ȊXQNQRZQȋ�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�GR�QRW�EHORQJ�WR�DQ\�
RI�WKH�FDWHJRULHV�RI�ȊNQRZQȋ�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�9 Indeed, 
KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�ȊXQNQRZQȋ�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�UHSUHVHQW�
VOLJKWO\�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�WKLUG�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�FRXQWULHV�
ZLWK�GDWD�

7KH�EHVW�HVWLPDWHV�VKRZQ�LQ�fiJXUH���DUH�REWDLQHG�E\�
UHGLVWULEXWLQJ�KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�DQ�ȊXQNQRZQȋ�VLWXDWLRQDO�
FRQWH[W�XQGHU�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�DV�OLNHO\�WR�
IDOO�XQGHU�RQH�RI�WKH�ȊNQRZQȋ�FDWHJRULHV�DV�WKH�KRPLFLGHV�
WKDW�KDYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��7KLV�
PD\�QRW�EH�WUXH�IRU�DOO�FDWHJRULHV��KRZHYHU��DV�LW�PD\�EH�
PRUH�GLɝFXOW�WR�fiQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�KRPLFLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�
E\�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�RU�JDQJV�WKDQ�E\�LQWLPDWH�
SDUWQHUV�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��WKXV�PDNLQJ�WKH�IRUPHU�
PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�FDWHJRUL]HG�DV�KDYLQJ�DQ�ȊXQNQRZQȋ�
VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��fiJXUH���DOVR�LQFOXGHV�
ȊXSSHU�ERXQGVȋ�IRU�DOO�FDWHJRULHV��ZKLFK�FRUUHVSRQG�WR�
WKH�WKHRUHWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ�WKDW�DOO�ȊXQNQRZQȋ�KRPLFLGHV�
FRUUHVSRQG�WR�RQH�FDWHJRU\�RQO\�

7KH�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�RI�KRPLFLGHV�YDULHV�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�UHJLRQV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��DV�KLJKOLJKWHG�
LQ�fiJXUH���E\�WKH�WZR�UHJLRQV�ZLWK�JRRG�FRYHUDJH�RI�KRPL-
FLGHV�E\�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��QDPHO\�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�
(XURSH��7KH�ODFN�RI�VXɝFLHQW�FRYHUDJH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�E\�
VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�LQ�$IULFD��$VLD�DQG�2FHDQLD�PHDQV�WKDW�
UHJLRQDO�HVWLPDWHV�RI�KRPLFLGH�E\�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�DUH�
QRW�UHOLDEOH�HQRXJK�WR�EH�SXEOLVKHG�IRU�WKRVH�UHJLRQV�΂�

ΖQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�LV�E\�IDU�WKH�
PRVW�FRPPRQ�W\SH�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�(XURSH��DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�
DERXW���RXW�RI����KRPLFLGHV�IRU�ZKLFK�D�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�
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DURXQG�������VXFK�NLOOLQJV������SHU���������IHPDOH�SRSXOD-
WLRQ��ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�LQ�������ZKLOH�DURXQG�
������VXFK�NLOOLQJV������SHU���������IHPDOH�SRSXODWLRQ��
ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�(XURSH��

Homicide types at the national level
*OREDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�HVWLPDWHV�RI�GL΍HUHQW�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGH�
PDVN�FRQVLGHUDEOH�YDULDWLRQV�DFURVV�FRXQWULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�VDPH�UHJLRQ�RU�VXEUHJLRQ��+RZHYHU��D�GLVWLQFW�
SDWWHUQ�LV�FOHDUO\�YLVLEOH�ZKHQ�FRQVLGHULQJ�FRXQWU\�OHYHO�
KRPLFLGH�W\SRORJLHV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�FRXQWU\�OHYHO�KRPLFLGH�
UDWHV��FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�D�UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH��VXFK�DV�%HOL]H��(O�6DOYDGRU�DQG�-DPDLFD��DOVR�WHQG�WR�
KDYH�D�ODUJHU�VKDUH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�RU�RWKHU�
FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��fiJXUH����

%\�FRQWUDVW��FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�D�UHODWLYHO\�ORZ�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��
VXFK�DV�*HUPDQ\��6SDLQ�DQG�WKH�5HSXEOLF�RI�.RUHD��WHQG�
WR�KDYH�D�ODUJHU�VKDUH�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�
KRPLFLGH��fiJXUH�����D�SDWWHUQ�WKDW�DSSHDUV�WR�KROG�DFURVV�
UHJLRQV�DQG�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�DYDLODEOH�GDWD��0DQ\�FRXQWULHV��
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�KDYH�D�ORZ�RU�KLJK�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH��UHSRUW�ODUJH�VKDUHV�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�ȊXQNQRZQȋ�
FDWHJRU\��fiJXUH�����7KLV�VXJJHVWV�WKHUH�LV�D�QHHG�WR�LPSURYH�
QDWLRQDO�PHWKRGRORJLHV�IRU�FODVVLI\LQJ�KRPLFLGH�DQG�WR�
DOLJQ�WKHP�PRUH�FORVHO\�ZLWK�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV�
RI�Ζ&&6�

ZDV�UHFRUGHG��2WKHU�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�DFFRXQWV�IRU�
��RXW�RI����KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�D�NQRZQ�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��
ZKLOH�WKH�UHVW����LQ�����DUH�PRVWO\�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�

%\�FRQWUDVW��PRVW�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DUH�FULPH�
UHODWHG��2UJDQL]HG�FULPH�JDQJ�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�DFFRXQWV�
IRU�KDOI�RI�KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�D�NQRZQ�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��
DQG�RWKHU�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��IRU�H[DPSOH��UREEHU\��
UHSUHVHQWV���RXW�RI����KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�D�NQRZQ�VLWXDWLRQDO�
FRQWH[W��ΖQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH��ERWK�SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�
LQWLPDWHG�SDUWQHUV�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�DQG�E\�RWKHU�
SHUSHWUDWRUV�FRQVWLWXWHV�MXVW�XQGHU����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPL-
FLGHV�ZLWK�D�NQRZQ�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�

ΖPSURYHG�GDWD�TXDOLW\�DQG�FRYHUDJH�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH������
HVWLPDWHV�XVHG�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\�DUH�QRW�GLUHFWO\�FRPSDUDEOH�
ZLWK�WKH������HVWLPDWHV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�HGLWLRQ�
of the Global Study on Homicide��+RZHYHU��WKH�DYDLODEOH�
GDWD�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�UHJLRQDO�SURfiOH�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�(XURSH�KDV�QRW�FKDQJHG�GUDPDWLFDOO\�
LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�
FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�WKH�PDLQ�NLOOHU��ZKLOH�LQ�(XURSH��GRPHVWLF�
KRPLFLGH�DFFRXQWV�IRU�WKH�ODUJHVW�VKDUH�RI�NLOOLQJV��1RQH-
WKHOHVV��JLYHQ�WKH�IDU�ODUJHU�RYHUDOO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�
WKH�$PHULFDV�WKDQ�LQ�(XURSH��WKLV�PHDQV�WKDW��IRU�H[DPSOH��
WKH�QXPEHU�DQG�UDWH�RI�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UH-
ODWHG�KRPLFLGHV��D�VXE�W\SH�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH��LQ�
WKH�$PHULFDV�JUHDWO\�H[FHHG�WKRVH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�(XURSH��

FIG. 3 SKare of KoPicideV� E\ t\Se and Velected reJionV� вавб or lateVt \ear aYailaEle

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Data are from 108 countries that reported at least one data point on a homicide type. Missing values for homicide types are set to zero and the difference 
between reported total homicides and reported homicide types is assigned to the unknown homicide category. The lower bound share refers to the proportion of a 
reported homicide type divided by the total reported homicides. The best estimate share refers to the proportion of a reported homicide type divided by the sum of 
all reported homicide types (excluding the unknown homicides). The upper bound share refers to the proportion of the sum of a reported homicide type plus the 
unknown homicides divided by the total reported homicides. Unknown homicides are “re-assigned” at the regional level rather than the country level. Regional shares 
are computed by using the simple average shares of countries with data for countries without data. The global share refers to the average national shares weighted 
by the number of estimated homicides in each country for the year 2021. The total is not equal to 100 per cent due to rounding.

Intimate partner/family-related
Other interpersonal
Organized crime/gang-related
Other crime-related
Sociopolitical

Intimate partner/family-related
Other interpersonal
Organized crime/gang-related
Other crime-related
Sociopolitical

Intimate partner/family-related
Other interpersonal
Organized crime/gang-related
Other crime-related
Sociopolitical

Am
er

ic
as

Eu
ro

pe

Uncertainty range

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

31
18

22
16

14

11
17

50

20
2

69

20
6

4
1

W
or

ld



98 4  ––  UNDERSTANDING HOMICIDE

Nigeria: homicide estimates by homicide type using population surveys

Collaboration between UNODC and National Bureau of Statistics 
�1%6��RI�1LJHULD�FXOPLQDWHG�LQ�WZR�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�
6XUYH\�RQ�4XDOLW\�DQG�ΖQWHJULW\�RI�3XEOLF�6HUYLFHV��WKH�fiQGLQJV�
RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�GHVFULEHG�LQ�GHWDLO�LQ�WZR�SXEOLVKHG�UHSRUWV�a, b

7KH�VXUYH\V�ZHUH�PDMRU�FROOHFWLRQV�RI�GDWD�IURP�UHSUHVHQWD-
WLYH�VDPSOHV�RI�WKH�UHVLGHQWV�RI�1LJHULD���������LQ������DQG�
�������LQ�������RQ�WRSLFV�VXFK�DV�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�SXEOLF�
VHUYLFHV��WKHLU�DWWLWXGHV�WR�JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�FULPH�YLFWLPL]D-
WLRQ��$V�D�NH\�SDUW�RI�WKH�VXUYH\V��812'&�DQG�1%6�GHYHORSHG�
DQG�LPSOHPHQWHG�DQ�LQQRYDWLYH�PHWKRGRORJ\�IRU�HVWLPDWLQJ�
KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ��6SHFLfiFDOO\��UHVSRQGHQWV�ZHUH�DVNHG�
D�VHULHV�RI�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�LQYROYLQJ�
WKHLU�KRXVHKROG�PHPEHUV�LQ�WKH�WKUHH�\HDUV�SUHFHGLQJ�WKH�
GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ��ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�VXUYH\�FRQWDLQHG�IROORZ�XS�
TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�OHJDOLW\�DQG�FRQWH[W�RI�VXFK�NLOOLQJV��ZKLFK�
HQDEOHG�WKHLU�DOLJQPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�Ζ&&6�GHfiQLWLRQ�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�WR�EH�YHULfiHG��

7KH�fiJXUH�EHORZ�SUHVHQWV�WKH�WRWDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�1LJHULD�
FDOFXODWHG�XVLQJ�GDWD�IURP�WKH������DQG������VXUYH\V��LQ�
DGGLWLRQ�WR�VH[�VSHFLfiF�UDWHV�c

7otal and Ve[-VSeci΋c KoPicide rate Ser баа�ааа 
SoSXlation� NiJeria� вабж and вабй

6RXUFH��812'&�DQG�1DWLRQDO�%XUHDX�RI�6WDWLVWLFV��1%6���1LJHULD�

ΖW�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�WKH�WRWDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�1LJHULD�LQ������
ZDV������SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ��$�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�KLJK�UDWH�
WKDW�SODFHG�1LJHULD�DPRQJ�WKH�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�
KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��7KH�HVWLPDWHG�UDWH�GHFOLQHG�LQ�
WKH������HGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�VXUYH\��KRZHYHU��WR������SHU���������
SRSXODWLRQ��ZKLOH�VWLOO�KLJK��VRPH������SHU�FHQW�ORZHU�WKDQ�LQ�
������7KH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�E\�VH[�FOHDUO\�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�GHFUHDVH�

a UNODC and NBS, Corruption in Nigeria: Patters and Trends. Second Survey on 
Corruption as Experienced by the Population (United Nations publication, 
��΂����

b UNODC and NBS, Corruption in Nigeria – Bribery: Public Experience and 
Response��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂����

F 7KH�\HDU���΂��UHIOHFWV�D�\HDUO\�DYHUDJH�EHWZHHQ�0D\���΂��DQG�$SULO���΂���
ZKLOH���΂��LV�D�\HDUO\�DYHUDJH�EHWZHHQ�-XQH���΂��DQG���΂���&RQILGHQFH�
LQWHUYDOV�DUH�DW�D�FRQILGHQFH�OHYHO�RI����SHU�FHQW�

G 1RWH�WKH�YHU\�ZLGH�FRQILGHQFH�LQWHUYDOV�DURXQG�WKH�HVWLPDWHV��ΖQ�D�VWULFWO\�
VWDWLVWLFDO�VHQVH��KRPLFLGHV�DUH�VXFK�UHODWLYHO\�UDUH�HYHQWV�WKDW�WKH�
SUREDELOLW\�WKDW�DQ\�JLYHQ�KRXVHKROG�ZLOO�FRQWDLQ�D�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLP�LV�ORZ��
&RQVHTXHQWO\��D�VXUYH\�EDVHG�HVWLPDWH�RI�KRPLFLGH�ZLOO�EH�LQYDULDEO\�
LPSUHFLVH��DV�WKHVH�HVWLPDWHV�UHO\�RQ�D�VPDOO�VDPSOH�RI�NLOOLQJV��ΖQ�IDFW��LW�LV�
RQO\�SRVVLEOH�WR�JHQHUDWH�DQ\�HVWLPDWH�IRU�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�1LJHULD�EHFDXVH�
WKH�VDPSOHV�DUH�ODUJH�HQRXJK��DW�RYHU��������UHVSRQGHQWV�SHU�GDWD�
FROOHFWLRQ��DQG�EHFDXVH�WKH�VDPSOHV�LGHQWLILHG�D�VXEVWDQWLYH�FRXQW�RI�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�

ZDV�PRVWO\�LQ�WKH�PDOH�UDWH��ZKLFK�GHFUHDVHG�IURP������SHU�
��������PDOH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ������WR������LQ�������D�GHFOLQH�RI�
�����SHU�FHQW��%\�FRQWUDVW��WKH�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�XQGHUZHQW�
D�PRUH�PRGHVW�GHFOLQH�RI������SHU�FHQW��IURP�����SHU���������
IHPDOH�SRSXODWLRQ�WR�����RYHU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�d

7KH�fiJXUH�EHORZ�GLVDJJUHJDWHV�WKH�WRWDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�DFURVV�
HDFK�RI�1LJHULDȇV�VL[�JHRSROLWLFDO�]RQHV��6LQFH�WKH�VXE�VDPSOHV�
E\�]RQH�DUH�UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO��WKH�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�PRUH�LPSUH-
FLVH��QRQHWKHOHVV��SRLQW�HVWLPDWHV�LQGLFDWH�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�(DVW��������SHU�FHQW���1RUWK�:HVW�
�������SHU�FHQW��DQG��PRVW�LQWHQVLYHO\��1RUWK�&HQWUDO��������
SHU�FHQW���%\�FRQWUDVW��WKH�SLFWXUH�LV�PL[HG�LQ�WKH�VRXWK��ZLWK�
D�VWHHS�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�(DVW��������SHU�FHQW��EXW�ZLWK�
DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�6RXWK�6RXWK�������SHU�FHQW��DQG�6RXWK�:HVW�
�������SHU�FHQW���ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�/DJRV��7KH�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�
HVWLPDWHG�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�LQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�]RQHV�
RI�1LJHULD��PLUURUV�D�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�DQG�OHWKDOLW\�RI�
WHUURULVW�LQFLGHQWV�DWWULEXWDEOH�WR�%RNR�+DUDP��)XODQL�H[WUHP-
LVWV�DQG�RWKHU�DUPHG�JURXSV�e�2QH�IDFWRU�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�
GHFUHDVLQJ�IDWDOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�FRYHUHG�E\�WKH�VXUYH\V�LV�
WKDW�%RNR�+DUDP�VKLIWHG�IURP�KLJKO\�OHWKDO�ERPELQJV�WRZDUGV�
DUPHG�DVVDXOW�DQG�KRVWDJH�WDNLQJ��$V�D�UHVXOW��WKH�OHWKDOLW\�RI�
%RNR�+DUDPȇV�DWWDFNV�IHOO�GUDPDWLFDOO\��IURP����GHDWKV�SHU�
DWWDFN�LQ������WR���SHU�DWWDFN�LQ������f

+oPicide rate Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation E\ JeoSolitical 
]one of NiJeria� вабж and вабй

6RXUFH��812'&�1%6��1LJHULD�

.LOOLQJV�GHfiQHG�DV�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�IDOO�XQGHU�WKUHH�SRVVLEOH�
FDWHJRULHV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��.LOOLQJV�VWHP-
PLQJ�IURP�FULPLQDO�DWWDFN�LQFOXGH�NLOOLQJV�UHODWHG�WR�DQRWKHU�
FULPH�VXFK�DV�D�UREEHU\��DVVDXOW��JDQJ�fiJKW��LOOHJDO�ULWXDO��HWF��
7KH�UDWH�RI�WKLV�W\SH�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQFUHDVHG�VOLJKWO\�������SHU�
FHQW��IURP������WR�������IURP�����WR������SHU����������ΖQ�
������VXFK�DWWDFNV�ZHUH�DFWXDOO\�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�VLWXDWLRQDO�
FRQWH[W�IRU�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�1LJHULD��6RFLRSROLWLFDO�NLOOLQJV��VXFK�DV�
WKRVH�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�SROLWLFDO�GLVSXWHV��LQWHU�HWKQLF�YLROHQFH�
DQG�WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV�XQGHUZHQW�D�VWHHS�GHFOLQH�IURP������WR�
������IURP������WR������SHU����������������SHU�FHQW���.LOOLQJV�
VWHPPLQJ�IURP�SHUVRQDO�FRQȵLFW��IRU�H[DPSOH��UHYHQJH�RU�

H ΖQVWLWXWH�IRU�(FRQRPLFV�	�3HDFH��Ζ(3���Global Terrorism Index Report���������
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IDPLO\�UHODWHG���WKH�OHDVW�SUHYDOHQW�RI�WKH�WKUHH�LQ�������DOVR�
GHFOLQHG��IURP�����WR�����SHU���������LQ�������������SHU�FHQW���

+oPicide rate Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation E\ VitXational 
conte[t� NiJeria� вабж and вабй

6RXUFH��812'&�1%6��1LJHULD�

:KHQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�UDWH�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�E\�PHFKDQLVP�
RI�NLOOLQJ�LQ�1LJHULD�LQ������DQG�������WKH�PRVW�SUHYDOHQW�ZHUH�
NLOOLQJV�FRPPLWWHG�XVLQJ�fiUHDUPV��DW�D�UDWH�RI������SHU���������
LQ�������DOWKRXJK�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV�XQGHUZHQW�D�VWHHS�GHFOLQH�
WR�����SHU���������LQ�������������SHU�FHQW���+RPLFLGHV�FRPPLW-
WHG�XVLQJ�DQ�H[SORVLYH�RU�DQRWKHU�QRQ�VSHFLfiHG�PHDQV�ZHUH�

PXFK�OHVV�SUHYDOHQW�WKDQ�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�������DW�����
DQG�����SHU����������UHVSHFWLYHO\��EXW�WKH\�DOVR�XQGHUZHQW�D�
VWHHS�GHFOLQH�LQ�������ZKHQ�KRPLFLGH�E\�H[SORVLYHV�GHFUHDVHG�
WR�����SHU����������������SHU�FHQW��DQG�KRPLFLGH�E\�DQRWKHU�
QRQ�VSHFLfiHG�PHDQV�GHFUHDVHG�WR�����SHU����������������SHU�
FHQW���7KH�VLQJOH�KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVP�WKDW�LQFUHDVHG�EHWZHHQ�
�����DQG������ZDV�KRPLFLGH�FRPPLWWHG�XVLQJ�NQLIHV��ZKLFK�
LQFUHDVHG�IURP�����WR�����SHU����������DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI������
SHU�FHQW�

+oPicide rate� E\ PecKaniVP of NillinJ� NiJeria� вабж 
and вабй

6RXUFH��812'&�1%6��1LJHULD�
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6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��

Note: Countries and territories with fewer than 100 homicides in 2021 or latest available year, or with more than 85 per cent of all homicides recorded as having 
“unknown causes” have been removed.
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Statistical framework for measuring the gender-related killing of women and girls 
(also referred to as “femicide/feminicide”)

ΖI�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�DUH�WR�EH�SUHYHQWHG�
DQG�EURXJKW�WR�DQ�HQG��WKH�IXOO�H[WHQW�RI�WKLV�FULPH�QHHGV�
WR�EH�JUDVSHG�DQG�LWV�FRPSOH[LW\�XQWDQJOHG��*HQGHU�UHODWHG�
NLOOLQJV�RIWHQ�JR�XQUHFRUGHG�DV�VXFK�DQG�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH��RIWHQ�
ODFN�FRQVLVWHQF\�DQG�FRPSOHWHQHVV��ΖPSURYLQJ�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\��
TXDOLW\�DQG�WLPHOLQHVV�RI�GDWD�RQ�WKLV�SKHQRPHQRQ�KHOSV�
DVVHVV�SURJUHVV�DQG�VHWEDFNV�LQ�UHGXFLQJ�
VXFK�NLOOLQJV�DQG�VXSSRUW�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG�
SROLF\PDNLQJ�DQG�DQ�H΍HFWLYH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�
UHVSRQVH��ΖGHQWLI\LQJ�DQG�UHFRUGLQJ�JHQ-
GHU�UHODWHG� NLOOLQJV�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�
DQG�SURGXFLQJ�VWDWLVWLFV�RQ�WKHP�UHTXLUH�
D�JUDQXODU�V\VWHP�RI�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�DQG�
UHSRUWLQJ�LQ�ZKLFK�DOO�GDWD�SURYLGHUV�IROORZ�
D�VWDQGDUGL]HG�DSSURDFK�ZKHQ�FROOHFWLQJ�
DQG�LQWHJUDWLQJ�WKH�GDWD��

ΖQ�0DUFK�������DW� LWV�fiIW\�WKLUG�VHVVLRQ��
WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6WDWLVWLFDO�&RPPLVVLRQ�
DSSURYHG�D�VWDWLVWLFDO�IUDPHZRUN�WKDW�JXLGHV�
FRXQWULHV� LQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�VXFK�D�
V\VWHP��7KH�SURFHVV�WKDW�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�
DSSURYDO�RI�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�VWDUWHG�LQ�������
ZKHQ�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�VWUHVVHG�WKH�QHHG�
WR�LPSURYH�GDWD�RQ�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�
YLFWLPV�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRUV�RI�JHQGHU�EDVHG�
YLROHQFH�DQG�WR�PHDVXUH�DQG�PRQLWRU�WKH�H΍HFWLYHQHVV�RI�
6WDWH�UHVSRQVHV�WR�WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ��)ROORZLQJ�D�UHTXHVW�E\�
WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ��812'&�DQG�81�:RPHQ�MRLQWO\�ODXQFKHG�D�
JOREDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�WR�DVVHVV�WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHULV-
WLFV�IRU�GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�PRWLYDWLRQ�RI�FULPH��
WKHLU�UHOHYDQFH�WR�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG�SUH-
YHQWLRQ�SROLFLHV�DQG�WKHLU�IHDVLELOLW\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�WHFKQLFDO�
and operational capacity of national institutions to produce 
FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�GDWD��6RPH����FRXQWULHV�UHVSRQGHG�WR�WKH�FDOO�
DQG�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�

%DVHG�RQ�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�JOREDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQ��LQ�������WKH�
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6WDWLVWLFDO�&RPPLVVLRQ�HQGRUVHG�WKH�Ȋ6WDWLVWLFDO�
IUDPHZRUN�IRU�PHDVXULQJ�WKH�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�RI�ZRPHQ�
DQG�JLUOV��IHPLFLGH��IHPLQLFLGH�ȋ�GHYHORSHG�E\�812'&�DQG�
81�:RPHQ�a�ZLWK�VXSSRUW�IURP�WKH�812'&�Ζ1(*Ζ�&HQWHU�RI�
([FHOOHQFH�RQ�6WDWLVWLFDO�ΖQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�*RYHUQPHQW��&ULPH��

9LFWLPL]DWLRQ�DQG�-XVWLFH�DQG�WKH�81�:RP-
HQ�Ζ1(*Ζ�*OREDO�&HQWUH�RI�([FHOOHQFH�RQ�
*HQGHU�6WDWLVWLFV��7KH�6WDWLVWLFDO�IUDPHZRUN�
UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�FDXVHV�UHVXOWLQJ�
LQ�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV��LQFOXGLQJ�XQHTXDO�
SRZHU�UHODWLRQV��DQG�DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKDW�
ȋIHPLFLGH�IHPLQLFLGHȋ�PD\�WDNH�SODFH�ERWK�LQ�
the private and public spheres, or even when 
WKHUH�LV�QR�H[LVWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�
YLFWLP�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRU��0RUHRYHU��WKH�IUDPH-
ZRUN�HQVXUHV�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPSDUDELOLW\�
RI�GDWD�RQ�ȊIHPLFLGH�IHPLQLFLGHȋ��VLQFH�LW�
SURYLGHV�D�VWDQGDUG�VWDWLVWLFDO�GHfiQLWLRQ�
RI�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�
JLUOV��IHPLFLGH�IHPLQLFLGH��DQG�LGHQWLfiHV�WKH�
ȊGDWD�EORFNVȋ�WKDW�FDQ�FKDUDFWHUL]H�NLOOLQJV�
WKDW�DUH�JHQGHU�PRWLYDWHG��LQGHSHQGHQWO\�
IURP�WKH�VSHFLfiF�QDWLRQDO�OHJLVODWLRQ�UHODWHG�
WR�VXFK�NLOOLQJV��7KH�IUDPHZRUN�EXLOGV�RQ�
WKH�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�&ODVVLfiFDWLRQ�RI�&ULPH�IRU�

6WDWLVWLFDO�3XUSRVHV��Ζ&&6��E\�GLVDJJUHJDWLQJ�YDULDEOHV�RQ�WKH�
YLFWLPV��SHUSHWUDWRUV��FRQWH[WV�DQG�PHFKDQLVPV�RI�NLOOLQJV�

7KH�6WDWLVWLFDO�IUDPHZRUN�LV�DLPHG�DW�DVVLVWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�VWDWLV-
WLFDO�RɝFHV��LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�DQG�SXEOLF�
KHDOWK�V\VWHPV��PHFKDQLVPV�IRU�WKH�DGYDQFHPHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�
DQG�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\��FLYLO�VRFLHW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�DFDGHPLD�
LQ�KDUPRQL]LQJ�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�ERWK�ZLWKLQ�FRXQWULHV�DQG�DFURVV�
FRXQWULHV�DQG�UHJLRQV��

Previous record of 
harassment/violence

Illegal deprivation of 
her liberty

Hate crime Sexual violence was 
committed before 

Use of force and/or 
mutilation 

Victim was working in 
the sex industry

Body disposed of  in 
a public space 

Victim of forms of 
illegal exploitation

Data blocks for collecting and aggregating 
statistics on gender-related killings

Women and girls
killed by intimate partners

Women and girls
killed by family members

+ +

Women and girls killed by other known/unknown perpetrator where
 the homicide modus operandi meets at least one of these criteria

Operational criteria to capture the gender-related factors

Based on the evidence that killings by intimate 
partners or other family members are to a large 

extent based on gender-related factors.

D 8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6WDWLVWLFDO�&RPPLVVLRQ��Ȋ5HSRUW�RQ�WKH�ILIW\�WKLUG�VHVVLRQȋ�����)HEUXDU\Ȃ��0DUFK�DQG���0DUFK�������(���������(�&1���������΂�
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FIG. 6 Trends in homicide types in six countries in 
(XroSe witK aYailaEle data� вабеȁвавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Based on a simple average of homicide rates from six countries with complete 
time series data for the period 2015–2021 (Croatia, France, Iceland, Italy, 
Montenegro and Spain).

Trends in homicide types
5HODWLYHO\�OLPLWHG�QDWLRQDO�WLPH�VHULHV�GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH�
W\SHV�PHDQ�WKDW�D�JOREDO�WUHQG�DQDO\VLV�LV�QRW�SRVVLEOH��
1HYHUWKHOHVV��DYDLODEOH�WLPH�VHULHV�GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH�W\SHV�
IURP�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�(XURSH�VXJJHVW�
ERWK�FRPPRQDOLWLHV�DQG�GL΍HUHQFHV�DFURVV�WKH�WZR�UHJLRQV�
ΖQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��WKH�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WUHQGV�
LQ�KRPLFLGH�UHODWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJV�DUH�
VLJQLfiFDQWO\�PRUH�YRODWLOH�WKDQ�WUHQGV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�SHUSH-
WUDWHG�E\�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��ΖQ�
WKH�VDPSOH�RI�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�ZLWK�FRPSOHWH�WLPH�
VHULHV�GDWD�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������VL[�FRXQWULHV���WKH�
DYHUDJH�UDWH�RI�KRPLFLGH�UHODWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�
JDQJV�GURSSHG�VLJQLfiFDQWO\��IURP�URXJKO\����YLFWLPV�SHU�
��������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ������WR���YLFWLPV�LQ�������IROORZHG�
E\�DQ�XSWLFN�LQ������WR���YLFWLPV���0XFK�RI�WKH�GHFOLQH�FDQ�
EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�D�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�
KRPLFLGHV�LQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�VXFK�DV�(O�6DO-
YDGRU�DQG�-DPDLFD�XS�XQWLO�WKH�HQG�RI�������fiJXUH�����%\�
FRQWUDVW��WKH�DYHUDJH�UDWH�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UH-
ODWHG�KRPLFLGH�UHPDLQHG�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�VWDEOH�LQ�WKH�VL[�
FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZLWK�FRPSOHWH�WLPH�VHULHV�GDWD�

ΖQ�(XURSH��WUHQGV�LQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�
H[KLELW�OHVV�YRODWLOLW\�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�WUHQGV�LQ�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�DUH�FRPSDUDEO\�
stable (fiJXUH�����ΖQ�WKH�VDPSOH�RI�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�
FRPSOHWH�WLPH�VHULHV�GDWD��VL[�FRXQWULHV���WKH�DYHUDJH�UDWHV�
RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�UHPDLQHG�
UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH�RYHU�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������DW�DURXQG�
����YLFWLPV�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�SHU�\HDU��7KH�DYHUDJH�
UDWH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DOVR�UHPDLQHG�
relatively stable over the period, albeit with an increase 
DURXQG�������ZKLFK�ZDV�GULYHQ�E\�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�VXFK�
NLOOLQJV�LQ�)UDQFH�DQG�ΖWDO\��DQG�WKHUHDIWHU�GHFOLQHG�XQWLO�
2020 (fiJXUH����

7KH�PDLQ�GL΍HUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�(XURSH�DQG�WKH�$PHULFDV�LQ�
WHUPV�RI�WUHQGV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�E\�W\SH�LV�WKDW��LQ�(XURSHDQ�
FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�DYDLODEOH�WUHQG�GDWD��LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�
IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�FRQVLVWHQWO\�DFFRXQWV�IRU�D�VLJ-
QLfiFDQWO\�ODUJHU�QXPEHU�RI�YLFWLPV��E\�D�IDFWRU�RI�fiYH��
WKDQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��%\�FRQWUDVW��LQ�WKH�
$PHULFDV��RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�FRQVLVWHQWO\�
DFFRXQWV�IRU�D�ODUJHU�QXPEHU�RI�YLFWLPV�WKDQ�LQWLPDWH�
SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��GHVSLWH�WKH�KLJKO\�YRODWLOH�
WUHQG�H[KLELWHG�E\�WKH�IRUPHU��fiJXUH����

Interpersonal homicide

ΖQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�PDQLIHVWV�LWVHOI�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�
YLROHQW�LQWHUDFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH��EH�WKH\�LQWLPDWH�SDUW-
QHUV��IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��DFTXDLQWDQFHV�RU�HYHQ�VWUDQJHUV��
7KH�GHfiQLQJ�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LV�
WKDW�WKH�LQWHQWLRQDO�NLOOLQJ�RI�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�LV�D�PHDQV�
RI�UHVROYLQJ�D�FRQȵLFW�DQG�RU�SXQLVKLQJ�WKH�YLFWLP�UDWKHU�
WKDQ�RI�SXUVXLQJ�D�VHFRQGDU\�JRDO�VXFK�DV�DQRWKHU�FULPH�
RU�SROLWLFDO�DJHQGD�΂΂�7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�YLFWLP�DQG�
SHUSHWUDWRU�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�GL΍HU-
HQW�W\SHV�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH��VSHFLfiFDOO\�EHWZHHQ�
LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDPLO\�Ȃ�FRPPLWWHG�E\�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�Ȃ�DQG�LQWHU-
SHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�RXWVLGH�WKH�IDPLO\�Ȃ�FRPPLWWHG��IRU�
H[DPSOH��E\�QHLJKERXUV��DFTXDLQWDQFHV�RU�SHRSOH�XQNQRZQ�
WR�WKH�YLFWLP�΂�

7KH�JOREDO�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�GDWD�RQ�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
KDV�LPSURYHG�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�΂��EXW�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�RWKHU�
W\SHV�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�SHUSHWUDWHG�RXWVLGH�WKH�
IDPLO\�UHPDLQV�GLɝFXOW�WR�DVVHVV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�OLPLWHG�
FRYHUDJH�DQG�FRPSDUDELOLW\�RI�GDWD��0RUHRYHU��QDWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�UHFRUGLQJ�V\VWHPV�DQG�FODVVLfiFDWLRQV�FDQ�YDU\�
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FIG. 5 Trends in homicide types in six countries in the 
$PericaV witK aYailaEle data� вабеȁвавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Based on a simple average of homicide rates in six countries with 
complete time series data for the period 2015–2021 (Bahamas, Canada, 
Grenada, Jamaica, El Salvador and Uruguay).
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FRQVLGHUDEO\�DFURVV�FRXQWULHV��PHDQLQJ�WKDW��ZLWKLQ�WKH�
EURDGHU�FDWHJRU\�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��LW�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�
SRVVLEOH�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�YLFWLPV�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
SHUSHWUDWHG�RXWVLGH�WKH�IDPLO\�VSKHUH�IURP��IRU�H[DPSOH��
YLFWLPV�RI�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�RU�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�

Interpersonal homicide within the family
ΖQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�RFFXUULQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDPLO\�KDV�
D�FOHDU�JHQGHU�GLPHQVLRQ��$OWKRXJK�URXJKO\���RXW�RI����
KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ZRUOGZLGH�LQ������ZHUH�PHQ�DQG�ER\V�
����SHU�FHQW��DQG���RXW�RI����ZHUH�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV��WKH�
DYDLODEOH�GDWD�VKRZ�WKDW�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�DUH�GLVSURSRU-
WLRQDWHO\�D΍HFWHG�E\�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDPLO\��
SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
�fiJXUH�����2XW�RI�DOO�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ZRUOGZLGH�
LQ�������VRPH����SHU�FHQW�ZHUH�NLOOHG�E\�LQWLPDWH�SDUW-
QHUV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��FOHDUO\�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�
PRVW�GDQJHURXV�SODFH�IRU�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�UHPDLQV�WKH�
KRPH�΂��0RUHRYHU��VLQFH�WKHUH�LV�QR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
YLFWLP�SHUSHWUDWRU�UHODWLRQVKLS�LQ�DURXQG���RXW����NLOOLQJV�
RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV��WKH�VKDUH�FRXOG�EH�PXFK�ODUJHU��

%\�FRQWUDVW��PHQ�DQG�ER\V�DUH�SULPDULO\�DW�ULVN�RI�EHLQJ�
NLOOHG�E\�VRPHRQH�RXWVLGH�WKHLU�IDPLO\��2XW�RI�DOO�PDOH�
KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�������DURXQG����SHU�FHQW�ZHUH�NLOOHG�

E\�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��DOWKRXJK�
WKH�VKDUH�FRXOG�DOVR�EH�ODUJHU�DV�LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV�WKHUH�LV�
OLNHZLVH�QR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�YLFWLP�SHUSHWUDWRU�UHOD-
WLRQVKLS�LQ�NLOOLQJV�RI�PHQ�DQG�ER\V�b

:RPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�EHLQJ�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�D΍HFWHG�E\�
KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�LV�D�SDWWHUQ�REVHUYHG�LQ�
DOO�UHJLRQV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��DOWKRXJK�VRPH�UHJLRQDO�GL΍HU-
HQFHV�DUH�REVHUYDEOH�LQ�WKH�IHPDOH�DQG�PDOH�EXUGHQV�
RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDPLO\��ΖQ�UHJLRQV�ZLWK�
RYHUDOO�ORZHU�OHYHOV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��ERWK�ZLWKLQ�
DQG�RXWVLGH�WKH�IDPLO\�VSKHUH��VXFK�DV�(XURSH�DQG�$VLD��
WKH�VKDUH�RI�PDOH�KRPLFLGHV�UHODWHG�WR�YLROHQFH�ZLWKLQ�
WKH�IDPLO\�LV�ODUJHU��DW�QHDUO\����SHU�FHQW��WKDQ�LQ�UHJLRQV�
ZLWK�YHU\�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�VXFK�DV�$IULFD��
ZKHUH�WKH�VKDUH�LV�OHVV�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW��fiJXUH����

7KH�JHQGHU�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDPLO\�
LV�HYHQ�PRUH�DSSDUHQW�ZKHQ�H[FOXVLYHO\�FRQVLGHULQJ�KRPL-
FLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�FXUUHQW�RU�IRUPHU�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�
DQG�H[FOXGLQJ�WKRVH�FRPPLWWHG�E\�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��
ΖQ�VXFK�FDVHV��ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�EHDU�DQ�HYHQ�PRUH�GLVSUR-
SRUWLRQDWH�EXUGHQ��DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI���RXW�RI����
����SHU�FHQW��RI�DOO�YLFWLPV�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGHV΂�
LQ�WKH����FRXQWULHV�DQG�WHUULWRULHV�ZLWK�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�΂�

FIG. 7 Share of male and female homicide victims, overall and killed by intimate partners or other family members, 
вавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: The share of male and female homicide victims killed by intimate partner or other family members could be higher as data on the victim-perpetrator 
relationship are not available in all cases.

81%
Male

19%
Female

Shares of male and female homicide victims killed by intimate partners or other family members
2021

Male and female shares of all homicide victims
2021

killed by
intimate partners or

other family members
11% 56%
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FIG. 8 Share of intimate partner/family-related 
homicides among all male and female homicides, 
E\ reJion �вавб�

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: The share of male and female homicide victims killed by intimate partners 
or family members could be higher as data on the victim-perpetrator 
relationship are not available for all cases.

FIG. 9 Relationship between the rates of female 
intimate partner and family-related homicide in 
ге coXntrieV� lateVt aYailaEle \ear вабеȁвавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��

Note: The rates of female intimate partner and family-related homicide are 
based on data from 35 countries, using the latest available year in the period 
2015–2021. The size of circle represents the total number of victims of intimate 
partner/family-related homicide in each country. The closer to the dotted 
diagonal line, the more similar the two rates.
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7KH�NLOOLQJ�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�E\�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�DQG�
RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�LV�XVHG�DV�DQ�LQGLFDWRU�IRU�JHQGHU�UH-
ODWHG�NLOOLQJ�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV��DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�ȊIHPLFLGH�
IHPLQLFLGHȋ��*HQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�LQ�D�
YDULHW\�RI�FRQWH[WV�E\�GL΍HUHQW�SHUSHWUDWRUV��EXW�DYDLODEOH�
GDWD�RQO\�DOORZ�IRU�DQ�HVWLPDWH�RI�NLOOLQJV�SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�
IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�DQG�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�΂�

Unpacking intimate partner and 
family-related homicide
'LVWLQJXLVKLQJ�EHWZHHQ�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�DQG�WKRVH�FRPPLWWHG�E\�RWKHU�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�VLEOLQJV��SDUHQWV��HWF���UHYHDOV�ERWK�
LPSRUWDQW�FRPPRQDOLWLHV�DQG�GL΍HUHQFHV�DFURVV�UHJLRQV�
DQG�FRXQWULHV��fiJXUH�����ΖQ�JHQHUDO��FRXQWULHV�WKDW�UHFRUG�
KLJKHU�UDWHV�RI�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGH�DOVR�WHQG�
WR�UHFRUG�KLJKHU�UDWHV�RI�IHPDOH�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�΂�
+RZHYHU��UDWHV�RI�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGH�H[KLELW�
PXFK�JUHDWHU�YDULDELOLW\�DFURVV�FRXQWULHV�LQ�YDULRXV�UHJLRQV�
WKDQ�UDWHV�RI�IHPDOH�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��fiJXUH�����ΖQ�
/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�����FRXQWULHV���
ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�DUH�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�NLOOHG�E\�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�WKDQ�E\�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��ZKHUHDV�
WKH�VKDUHV�RI�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�DQG�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�
KRPLFLGHV�WHQG�WR�EH�PRUH�HTXDO�LQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�RWKHU�
UHJLRQV��1RWDEOH�H[FHSWLRQV�DUH�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�LQ�$VLD�
and Eastern Europe with available data, where the rate 
RI�IHPDOH�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�H[FHHGV�WKDW�RI�IHPDOH�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGH��7KHVH�fiQGLQJV�VXJJHVW�WKDW��

GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�RU�FRXQWU\��LQWHUYHQWLRQV�DLPHG�
DW�UHGXFLQJ�NLOOLQJV�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�QHHG�
WR�WDUJHW�GL΍HUHQW�W\SHV�RI�SHUSHWUDWRUV�

Trends in female intimate 
partner/family-related homicide
6LQFH�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�GDWD�RQ�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UH-
ODWHG�KRPLFLGH�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�LV�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�IRU�PHQ�
DQG�ER\V��WUHQGV�LQ�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�
KRPLFLGH�FDQ�EH�DQDO\VHG�LQ�JUHDWHU�GHSWK�WKDQ�WKRVH�LQ�
PDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��7KH�JUHDWHU�
DYDLODELOLW\�RI�GDWD�RQ�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�SHUSHWUDWHG�LQ�WKH�
IDPLO\�VSKHUH�PD\�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�JUHDWHU�DWWHQWLRQ�SDLG�
E\�*RYHUQPHQWV��UHVHDUFKHUV�DQG�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
WR�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�
JLUOV��DOVR�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�ȊIHPLFLGHȋ�RU�ȊIHPLQLFLGHȋ��΂� with 
IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�PDNLQJ�
XS�WKH�ODUJHVW�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�VXFK�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�20

Moreover, the recently developed international statistical 
IUDPHZRUN�E\�812'&�DQG�81�:RPHQ��GLVFXVVHG�DERYH��
IRU�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�VWDQGDUGL]DWLRQ�DQG�FRPSDUDELOLW\�RI�
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Killings due to accusations of sorcery or witchcraft and ritual attacksa

Belief in witchcraft or sorcery, understood here as the ability 
RI�SHRSOH�WR�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�FDXVH�KDUP�WKURXJK�VXSHUQDWXUDO�
PHDQV��UHPDLQV�ZLGHVSUHDG�DFURVV�WKH�JOREH�b�:LWFKFUDIW�RU�
VRUFHU\�LV�RIWHQ�XVHG�WR�H[SODLQ�PLVIRUWXQH�VXFK�DV�VLFNQHVV��
GHDWK��QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHU�DQG�fiQDQFLDO�UXLQ��DQG�LQ�VRPH�FRQ-
WH[WV�FDQ�OHDG�SHRSOH�WR�DFFXVH�DQG�DWWDFN�WKRVH�SHUFHLYHG�
DV�EHLQJ�ZLWFKHV��7KLV�FDQ�OHDG�WR�WKHLU�WRUWXUH��EDQLVKPHQW��
IRUFHG�SXEOLF�QXGLW\��FXWWLQJ�RI�ERG\�SDUWV�DQG�DPSXWDWLRQ�RI�
OLPEV��EXUQLQJ�DQG�NLOOLQJ��ΖQWHQWLRQDO�NLOOLQJV�RI�SHRSOH�DFFXVHG�
RI�ZLWFKFUDIW�RU�VRUFHU\�KDYH�EHHQ�UHSRUWHG�E\�WKH�2ɝFH�RI�
WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�+LJK�&RPPLVVLRQHU�IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�
�2+&+5��DFURVV����FRXQWULHV�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��ZLWK�
PRVW�YLFWLPV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�$IULFD��$VLD�DQG�WKH�3DFLfiF�ΖVODQGV��
EXW�WKHUH�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�VRPH�FDVHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, France and the United 
6WDWHV�RI�$PHULFD�c�7KH�6WDWLVWLFDO�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�PHDVXULQJ�
WKH�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJ�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�FRXQWV�NLOOLQJV�
RI�WKLV�W\SH�DV�ȊIHPLFLGHȋ�d

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�2+&+5��������NLOOLQJV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�LQ�RQOLQH�
VRXUFHV�GXULQJ� WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������ WKH�H[DFW�QXPEHU�
LV�XQNQRZQ�DQG�LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�KLJKHU�RZLQJ�WR�
XQGHU�UHSRUWLQJ�e In addition, there have been reported rapes, 
PXWLODWLRQV�DQG�NLOOLQJV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�XVLQJ�
WKHLU�ERG\�SDUWV�LQ�ZLWFKFUDIW�SUDFWLFHV�RU�ULWXDOV�f�.LOOLQJV�RI�
LQGLYLGXDOV�DFFXVHG�RI�EHLQJ�ZLWFKHV�DQG�ULWXDO�DWWDFNV�DUH�
KLJKO\�VHFUHWLYH�FULPHV�DQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�LV�RIWHQ�FRPSOLFLW�
LQ�WKHLU�SHUSHWUDWLRQ��PDNLQJ�RɝFLDO�UHSRUWLQJ�WR�DXWKRULWLHV�
LUUHJXODU�DW�EHVW��ΖQ�0DODZL��IRU�H[DPSOH��SHUFHLYHG�LPSXQLW\�
KDV�EHHQ�UHSRUWHG�LQ�FRXUW�VHQWHQFHV�IRU�FULPHV�DJDLQVW�SHRSOH�
ZLWK�DOELQLVP�WKDW�GR�QRW�UHȵHFW�WKH�JUDYLW\�RI�WKH�FULPHV�
FRPPLWWHG��GHFUHDVLQJ�WKH�GHWHUUHQW�H΍HFW�RI�WKH�ODZ��7KLV�
SHUFHLYHG�LPSXQLW\�FDQ�LQGLUHFWO\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�VXFK�DWWDFNV�J

7KH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�LQGHSHQGHQW�([SHUW�RQ�WKH�HQMR\PHQW�RI�
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�E\�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�DOELQLVP��UHSRUWHG�WKDW�LQ�VRPH�
FRXQWULHV��SHRSOH�ZLWK�DOELQLVP�DUH�NLOOHG�IRU�WKHLU�ERG\�SDUWV�
GXH�WR�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�SURGXFH�WDOLVPDQV�
RU�SRWLRQV�WKDW�ZLOO�EULQJ�DERXW�fiQDQFLDO�VXFFHVV��FXUH�LOOQHVV�
RU�SURYLGH�VRPH�RWKHU�IRUP�RI�JRRG�OXFN�h

D $�FRQWULEXWLRQ�E\�0LUDQGD�)RUV\WK��$XVWUDOLDQ�1DWLRQDO�8QLYHUVLW\��DQG�
0XOXND�$QQH�0LWL�'UXPPRQG��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�ΖQGHSHQGHQW�([SHUW�RQ�WKH�
HQMR\PHQW�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�E\�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�DOELQLVP��

E *HUVKPDQ��%���Ȋ:LWFKFUDIW�EHOLHIV��VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV��DQG�GHYHORSPHQWȋ��
Handbook of Labor, Human Resources and Population Economics (March 
������

F 2IILFH�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�+LJK�&RPPLVVLRQHU�IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�
�2+&+5���Ȋ&RQFHSW�QRWH�RQ�WKH�HOLPLQDWLRQ�RI�KDUPIXO�SUDFWLFHV�UHODWHG�WR�
ZLWFKFUDIW�DFFXVDWLRQV�DQG�ULWXDO�NLOOLQJVȋ��΂��0DUFK������

d Statistical framework for measuring the gender-related killing of women and 
girls (also referred to as “femicide/feminicide”) (United Nations publication, 
������

H 2+&+5��Ȋ&RQFHSW�QRWH�RQ�WKH�HOLPLQDWLRQ�RI�KDUPIXO�SUDFWLFHV�UHODWHG�WR�
ZLWFKFUDIW�DFFXVDWLRQV�DQG�ULWXDO�NLOOLQJVȋ��΂��0DUFK�������

f International Bar Association, ȂWaiting to Disappear’� International and 
Regional Standards for the Protection and Promotion of the Human Rights of 
Persons with Albinism��-XQH���΂����

J 8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\��+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RXQFLO��Ȋ5HSRUW�RI�WKH�
ΖQGHSHQGHQW�([SHUW�RQ�WKH�HQMR\PHQW�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�E\�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
DOELQLVP�RQ�KHU�PLVVLRQ�WR�0DODZLȊ��΂��'HFHPEHU���΂���$�+5&�������
$GG�΂�

K 6HH�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�ΖQGHSHQGHQW�([SHUW�RQ�WKH�HQMR\PHQW�
RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�E\�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�DOELQLVP��2+&+5��Ȋ:LWFKFUDIW�NLOOLQJV�RI�
SHRSOH�ZLWK�DOELQLVP�URVH�GXULQJ�SDQGHPLF�Ȃ�81�H[SHUWȋ�����-XO\����΂�

7KH�LQDGHTXDF\�RI�GDWD�PHDQV�WKDW�WUHQGV�LQ�WKLV�W\SH�RI�
KRPLFLGH�DUH�QRW�FOHDU��DOWKRXJK�WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�YLFWLPV�DUH�
FOHDUO\�QRW�GLPLQLVKLQJ�LQ�PDQ\�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��6RPH�GDWD�
VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKLV�W\SH�RI�KRPLFLGH�LV�HYHQ�FRQWDJLRXV�DQG�LV�
VSUHDGLQJ�WR�HQYLURQPHQWVi�VXFK�DV�UHIXJHH�FRPPXQLWLHVj and 
GLDVSRUD�FRPPXQLWLHV�k�DQG�D΍HFWLQJ�QHZ�FODVVHV�RI�YLFWLPV��
LQFOXGLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�l�([WHQVLYH�KLVWRULFDO��DQWKURSRORJLFDO�DQG�
VRFLRORJLFDO�OLWHUDWXUH�KDV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKDW�DQ[LHW\��SUHFDULW\�
DQG�XQFHUWDLQW\�SURYRNHG�E\�VXGGHQ�VRFLDO�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
FKDQJH�OHQG�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�WKH�VFDSHJRDWLQJ�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�
WKURXJK�DFFXVDWLRQV�RI�ZLWFKFUDIW�P

%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�GLɝFXOWLHV�LQYROYHG�LQ�UHSRUWLQJ�FDVHV��RIWHQ�
WKH�PRVW�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�GDWD�DYDLODEOH�FRPHV�IURP�ORFDO�SULQW�
EDVHG�QHZVSDSHUV��$Q�DQDO\VLV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�WZR�PDLQ�ORFDO�
QHZVSDSHUV�LQ�3DSXD�1HZ�*XLQHD�IURP�����Ȃ�����IRXQG�D�
WRWDO�RI�����UHSRUWHG�GHDWKV�IROORZLQJ�DFFXVDWLRQV�RI�VRUFHU\�
�VHH�fiJXUH�EHORZ���7KH�LQFRPSOHWH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�GDWD�PHDQV�
WKDW�GUDZLQJ�FRQFOXVLRQV�IURP�VXFK�WUHQGV�LV�QRW�HDV\��DV�
UHSRUWLQJ�LV�KHDYLO\�FRQWLQJHQW�RQ�ZKHUH�UHSRUWHUV�DUH�VWDWLRQHG�
DQG�WKHLU�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�LVVXH��+RZHYHU��WKH�PDLQ�PHVVDJH�
IURP�WKH�GDWD�LV�WKDW�WKH�LVVXH�LV�FRQWLQXRXV�DQG�VLJQLfiFDQW�
UDWKHU�WKDQ�PHUHO\�VSRUDGLF��0RUHRYHU��DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�VWXG\�
of sorcery accusation-related violence in four provinces of 
3DSXD�1HZ�*XLQHD�IRXQG�WKDW�PRVW�LQFLGHQWV�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�
E\�ODUJH�JURXSV��ZLWK����SHU�FHQW�RI�LQFLGHQWV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�
JURXSV�RI�PRUH�WKDQ����SHRSOH�DQG����SHU�FHQW�FRPPLWWHG�
E\�JURXSV�RI���WR����SHRSOH�n

ΖQ�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�ΖQGLD�DQG�FRXQWULHV�LQ�$IULFD��
ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�DUH�WKH�PDLQ�WDUJHWV�RI�VXFK�DFFXVDWLRQV�DQG�
NLOOLQJV�oEXW�PHQ�DQG�ER\V�DOVR�IDOO�YLFWLP�WR�WKHP�LQ�VRPH�
ORFDWLRQV��VXFK�DV�.HQ\D�DQG�SDUWV�RI�3DSXD�1HZ�*XLQHD�p The 
DJH�RI�YLFWLPV�DOVR�YDULHV�DQG�WHQGV�WR�GHSHQG�RQ�ZKHUH�VXFK�
NLOOLQJV�WDNH�SODFH��LQ�VRPH�VRFLHWLHV��ZLGRZHG�ROGHU�ZRPHQ�

L )RUV\WK��0��DQG�*LEEV��3���Ȋ&RQWDJLRQ�RI�YLROHQFH��WKH�UROH�RI�QDUUDWLYHV��
ZRUOGYLHZV��PHFKDQLVPV�RI�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�DQG�FRQWDJLRQ�HQWUHSUHQHXUVȋ��
International Journal for Crime, Justice and Social Democracy, YRO�����1R����
�1RYHPEHU�������

M (GZDUGV��6���Ȋ7KH�JHQRFLGH�DQG�WHUURU�RI�ZLWFKFUDIW�DFFXVDWLRQ��SHUVHFXWLRQ�
DQG�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH��DQ�HPHUJHQF\�VLWXDWLRQ�IRU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV�DQG�GRPHVWLF�ODZȋ��International Family Law��'HFHPEHU���΂���

N 6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��7KH�1DWLRQDO�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�RQ�&KLOG�$EXVH�/LQNHG�WR�
)DLWK�RU�%HOLHI��Ȋ1DWLRQDO�DFWLRQ�SODQ�WR�WDFNOH�FKLOG�DEXVH�OLQNHG�WR�IDLWK�RU�
EHOLHIȋ����΂��

O 3ULHVW��5��-���1JROR��$��DQG�6WDEHOO��7���Ȋ&KULVWLDQ�SDVWRUV�DQG�DOOHJHG�FKLOG�
ZLWFKHV�LQ�.LQVKDVD��'5&ȋ��On Knowing Humanity Journal, YRO�����1R��΂�
�-DQXDU\��������(NXQGD\R��2���Ȋ3UROLIHUDWLRQ�RI�FKLOG�ZLWFKFUDIW�DFFXVDWLRQ�LQ�
1LJHULD��D�YLRODWLRQ�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�RI�WKH�FKLOGȋ, International Journal of 
Law Management and Humanities��YRO�����1R�����-XQH�������SS��΂��΂Ȃ΂�����

P +XWWRQ��5���The Witch��<DOH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV���������$VKIRUWK��$���Witchcraft, 
Violence, and Democracy in South Africa��&KLFDJR��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&KLFDJR�
3UHVV���������%HKULQJHU��:���Witches and Witch-hunts��3ROLW\�3UHVV���������
*HVFKLHUH��3���Witchcraft, Intimacy, and Trust: Africa in Comparison��&KLFDJR��
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&KLFDJR�3UHVV����΂����(ULNVRQ��.���Wayward Puritans: a Study in 
the Sociology of Deviance, &ODVVLF�(GLWLRQ��΂�����

Q )RUV\WK��0���*LEEV��3��DQG�/RVRQF]��Ζ���Ȋ6RUFHU\�DFFXVDWLRQ�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH�
LQ�31*��&KDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�SHUSHWUDWRUV�DQG�WKHLU�DFFRPSOLFHVȋ��The National 
Research Institute Spotlight,�YRO��΂���1R��΂΂��6HSWHPEHU����΂��

R .HONDU��*��DQG�1DWKDQ��'���Witch Hunts: Culture, Patriarchy, and Structural 
Transformation��&DPEULGJH��&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��������

S )RUV\WK��0���Ȋ7KH�UHJXODWLRQ�RI�ZLWFKFUDIW�DQG�VRUFHU\�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�
EHOLHIVȋ��Annual Review of Law and Social Science, YRO��΂���2FWREHU���΂����SS��
��΂Ȃ��΂��)RUV\WK��0��HW�DO��Ȋ6RUFHU\�DFFXVDWLRQ�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH�LQ�3DSXD�
1HZ�*XLQHD��7KH�ΖPSDFW�RI�6$59�RQ�&KLOGUHQȋ��Development Policy Centre 
Discussion Paper,�1R���������΂��
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GLVDJJUHJDWHG�KRPLFLGH�GDWD�IRFXVHV�RQ�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�
LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�NH\�ȊGDWD�EORFNVȋ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�
XVHG�E\�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�WR�PHDVXUH�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�
RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV��΂

'HVSLWH�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�DQG�FRPSDUD-
ELOLW\�RI�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�GDWD�RQ�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�
IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH�22�VLJQLfi-
FDQW�GDWD�JDSV�UHPDLQ��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�$IULFD��
$VLD�DQG�2FHDQLD��ΖQ�VRPH�FDVHV��WKHVH�GDWD�JDSV�FDQ�
EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�D�ODFN�RI�UHSRUWLQJ�PHFKDQLVPV�DPRQJ�
VXEQDWLRQDO��QDWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GDWD�SURGXFHUV��ΖQ�
RWKHU�FDVHV��VXFK�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�VLPSO\�QRW�UHFRUGHG�E\�RU�
UHSRUWHG�WR�WKH�SROLFH�RU�RWKHU�FRPSHWHQW�DXWKRULWLHV�23 In 
OLJKW�RI�WKHVH�GDWD�OLPLWDWLRQV��(XURSH�DQG�WKH�$PHULFDV�
DUH�FXUUHQWO\�WKH�RQO\�WZR�UHJLRQV�ZKHUH�GDWD�DYDLODELOLW\�
DOORZV�IRU�WKH�HVWLPDWLRQ�RYHU�WLPH�RI�WUHQGV�LQ�IHPDOH�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��(YHQ�LQ�WKRVH�
WZR�UHJLRQV��KRZHYHU��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�DFWXDO�QXPEHU�
RI�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�LV�
KLJKHU��DV�GDWD�RQ�WKH�YLFWLP�SHUSHWUDWRU�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�
QRW�DYDLODEOH�LQ�DOO�FDVHV��

7KH�RYHUDOO�SLFWXUH�WKDW�HPHUJHV�LV�RQH�RI�UHODWLYH�VWDELOLW\�LQ�
WKH�DEVROXWH�QXPEHU�RI�DQQXDO�NLOOLQJV�DW�WKH�UHJLRQDO�OHYHO��
%HWZHHQ������DQG�������(XURSH�H[SHULHQFHG�D�GHFUHDVH�
RI����SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�
IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV��DOEHLW�ZLWK�GL΍HUHQW�SDWWHUQV�
EHWZHHQ�VXEUHJLRQV�DQG�ZLWK�VLJQV�RI�UHYHUVDOV�LQ�WKH�
GRZQZDUG�WUHQG�VLQFH������LQ�VRPH��LQFOXGLQJ�:HVWHUQ�
DQG�6RXWKHUQ�(XURSH��%\�FRQWUDVW��WKH�$PHULFDV�VDZ�DQ�
LQFUHDVH�RI���SHU�FHQW�RYHU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��DOWKRXJK�LQ�
6RXWK�$PHULFD�WKH�WUHQG�PRYHG�LQ�WKH�RSSRVLWH�GLUHFWLRQ��
3RSXODWLRQ�JURZWK�LQ�(XURSH�DQG�WKH�$PHULFDV��OHG�WR�D�
GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�UDWH�RI�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UH-
ODWHG�KRPLFLGH�LQ�ERWK�UHJLRQV�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������
DOWKRXJK�PRUH�PDUNHGO\�LQ�(XURSH��DW�PRUH�WKDQ�PRUH�
WKDQ����SHU�FHQW��WKDQ�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��DW�OHVV�WKDQ���SHU�
FHQW��$�GHWDLOHG�DQDO\VLV�RI�SDWWHUQV�DQG�WUHQGV�LQ�IHPDOH�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�LQFOXGLQJ������
data is provided in a separate research brief, published 
LQ�WDQGHP�ZLWK�WKH�Global Study on Homicide 2023���

Trends in male intimate 
partner/family-related homicide
(XURSH�DQG�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�WKH�RQO\�UHJLRQV�
ZKHUH�GDWD�DYDLODELOLW\�DOORZV�IRU�WKH�HVWLPDWLRQ�RI�WUHQGV�
RYHU�WLPH�LQ�PDOH�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�LQWLPDWH�SDUW-
QHUV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��ΖQ�1RUWKHUQ��6RXWKHUQ�DQG�
:HVWHUQ�(XURSH��WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�PHQ�DQG�ER\V�
NLOOHG�E\�SDUWQHUV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�UHPDLQHG�
relatively stable between 2010 and 2021 and at relatively 
ORZ�OHYHOV��W\SLFDOO\�IHZHU�WKDQ�����NLOOLQJV��LQ�HDFK�UHJLRQ�
�fiJXUH������%\�FRQWUDVW��WKHUH�ZDV�D�VWHDG\�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�PDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�
LQ�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD�IURP�������ZLWK�D�QRWLFHDEOH�XSWLFN�

DUH�FRPPRQ�WDUJHWVT�ZKLOH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�WDUJHWV�LQ�RWKHUV��
HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�OLYLQJ�LQ�VWHS�IDPLOLHV�r In Africa in particular, 
UHYLVHG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI�ZLWFKFUDIW�WKDW�LQFUHDVLQJO\�IRFXV�
VXVSLFLRQ�RQ�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�UHFHQWO\�HPHUJHG�s A study carried 
RXW�LQ�.LQVKDVD��WKH�FDSLWDO�RI�WKH�'HPRFUDWLF�5HSXEOLF�RI�
WKH�&RQJR��IRU�H[DPSOH��UHYHDOHG�WKH�UHODWHG�G\QDPLFV�t

LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�UROH�SOD\HG�E\�WKH�FKXUFK�u

'HVSLWH�WKH�H[WUHPH�IRUPV�RI�KDUP�LQYROYHG��WKH�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV�DEXVHV�FDUULHG�RXW�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�D�EHOLHI�LQ�ZLWFK-
craft and sorcery have only recently started to receive 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DWWHQWLRQ�v�ΖQ�������IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�8QLWHG�
1DWLRQV�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RXQFLO�DGRSWHG�D�UHVROXWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
HOLPLQDWLRQ�RI�KDUPIXO�SUDFWLFHV�UHODWHG�WR�DFFXVDWLRQV�RI�
ZLWFKFUDIW�DQG�ULWXDO�DWWDFNV�w�)XUWKHUPRUH��LQ�������WKH�
3DQ�$IULFDQ�3DUOLDPHQW�DGRSWHG�JXLGHOLQHV�RQ�HOLPLQDWLQJ�
KDUPIXO�SUDFWLFHV�UHODWHG�WR�DFFXVDWLRQV�RI�ZLWFKFUDIW�DQG�
ULWXDO�DWWDFNV�[

T (ERL\HKL��)���Ȋ&RQYLFWHG�ZLWKRXW�HYLGHQFH��(OGHUO\�ZRPHQ�DQG�
ZLWFKFUDIW�DFFXVDWLRQV�LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�1LJHULDȋ��Journal of International 
Women Studies,�YRO�����1R�����$XJXVW���΂����

U &LPSULF��$���Children Accused of Witchcraft: an Anthropological Study of 
Contemporary Practice in Africa��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�&KLOGUHQȇV�)XQG�
�81Ζ&()������΂��

V 6HFNHU��(���Ȋ:LWFKFUDIW�VWLJPDWL]DWLRQ�LQ�1LJHULD��FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�
VXFFHVVHV�LQ�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�FKLOG�ULJKWVȇ��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VRFLDO�
ZRUNȋ��International Social Work��YRO������1R��΂��'HFHPEHU���΂���

W 3ULHVW��5���1JROR��$��DQG�6WDEHOO��7��Ȋ&KULVWLDQ�SDVWRUV�DQG��DOOHJHG��
FKLOG�ZLWFKHV�LQ�.LQVKDVDȋ��On Knowing Humanity DRC,�YRO�����1R��΂�
�-DQXDU\��������

X ΖELG�

Y ΖQ�������WKH�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�1HWZRUN�$JDLQVW�$FFXVDWLRQV�RI�:LWFKFUDIW�
DQG�$VVRFLDWHG�+DUPIXO�3UDFWLFHV�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�WR�FRQQHFW�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DFURVV�WKH�JOREH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�LVVXH��
See ZZZ�WKHLQWHUQDWLRQDOQHWZRUN�RUJ�

Z 8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\��5HVROXWLRQ�DGRSWHG�E\�WKH�+XPDQ�
5LJKWV�&RXQFLO�RQ�΂��-XO\����΂��$�+5&�5(6������

[ 7KH�3DQ�$IULFDQ�3DUOLDPHQW��Accusations of Witchcraft and Ritual Attacks: 
Towards Eliminating Harmful Practices and Other Human Rights Violations 
(���΂���

Cases of sorcery accusation-related murders 
reported in newspapers in Papua New Guinea 

6RXUFH��1HZVSDSHU�UHSRUWLQJ�RI�6RUFHU\�$FFXVDWLRQ�5HODWHG�9LROHQFH�
�6$59���$XVWUDOLDQ�1DWLRQDO�8QLYHUVLW\�6$59�SURMHFW��
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VLQFH�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�LQ�������fiJXUH�
11���0HDQZKLOH��WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�PDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUW-
QHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�ȵXFWXDWHG�LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�
EHWZHHQ������DQG�������ZLWK�D�VXEVWDQWLDO�VSLNH�LQ�NLOOLQJV�
DURXQG�������IROORZHG�E\�D�GHFOLQH�XS�XQWLO�WKH�RQVHW�RI�
WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�LQ�������fiJXUH������

7KH�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�
IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�GDWD�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD�DQG�
(XURSH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�WUHQGV�WHQG�
WR�PRYH�LQ�WDQGHP�RYHU�WLPH��ZLWK�VRPH�QRWDEOH�H[FHS-
WLRQV�VXFK�DV�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�VSLNH�LQ�PDOH�YLFWLPV�
LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�DURXQG�������1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�IHPDOH�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�WHQGV�WR�EH�
KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�PDOH�UDWH��RWKHU�WKDQ�LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��
ZKHUH�WKHUH�DUH�XVXDOO\�PRUH�PDOH�YLFWLPV�WKDQ�IHPDOH�
YLFWLPV��7KH�GL΍HUHQFH�LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�FDQ�EH�H[SODLQHG�
SULPDULO\�E\�D�SDWWHUQ�REVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�5XVVLDQ�)HGHUDWLRQ��
ZKHUH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�PDOH�KRPLFLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�RWKHU�
IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��QRW�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV��WHQGV�WR�H[FHHG�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�RWKHU�
IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�E\�D�IDFWRU�RI�URXJKO\�WZR�

Interpersonal homicide outside the family
ΖQ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�KRPLFLGH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDPLO\��
LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�RXWVLGH�WKH�IDPLO\�LV�PRUH�GLɝFXOW�
WR�UHFRUG�DQG�TXDQWLI\�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\��7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH�LQ�
PDQ\�FDVHV�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�ERWK�WKH�YLF-
WLP�SHUSHWUDWRU�UHODWLRQVKLS�DQG�WKH�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�RI�
WKH�FULPH�LV�QRW�UHDGLO\�DYDLODEOH����&HUWDLQ�IRUPV�RI�LQWHU-
SHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�RXWVLGH�WKH�IDPLO\�RFFXU�LQ�VLWXDWLRQV�LQ�
ZKLFK�WKH�OLYHOLKRRGV�RI�FRPPXQLWLHV�DUH�WKUHDWHQHG�DQG�
UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�WKRVH�FRPPXQLWLHV�
DUH�FRQVHTXHQWO\�XQGHU�VWUDLQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQWHUSHUVRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�PD\�RFFXU�EHFDXVH�RI�GLVSXWHV�RYHU�DFFHVV�WR�ODQG�
DQG�FRPSHWLWLRQ�RYHU�RWKHU�UHVRXUFHV�WKDW�DUH�HVVHQWLDO�
IRU�KXPDQ�VXUYLYDO�VXFK�DV�ZDWHU��� Insecure land tenure 
LQ�SDUWLFXODU�FDQ�SURYRNH�GLVSXWHV�DQG�UHVXOW�LQ�YLROHQFH��

'DWD�RQ�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�
to land disputes are not widely available, but in selected 
FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�DYDLODEOH�GDWD��VRPH�LQVLJKWV�FDQ�EH�JDLQHG��
ΖQ�.HQ\D��IRU�H[DPSOH��GHDWKV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�FDWWOH�UXVWOLQJ�
DQG�VWRFN�WKHIW�LQFLGHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�RQ�WKH�ULVH�VLQFH�������
ZLWK�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�NLOOLQJV�LQFUHDVLQJ�VKDUSO\��E\�����SHU�
FHQW��IURP������WR�������fiJXUH������6XFK�LQFLGHQWV�WDNH�
SODFH�SULPDULO\�DPRQJ�SDVWRUDOLVW�FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�
5LIW�FRXQWLHV��ΖQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��WKH�LQFUHDVLQJ�RFFXUUHQFH�
RI�GURXJKW�KDV�OHG�WR�JUHDWHU�FRPSHWLWLRQ�IRU�ZDWHU�DQG�
JUD]LQJ�ODQG�IRU�DQLPDOV��ZKLFK�KDV�OHG�WR�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�
UDLGV�DQG�YLROHQFH���

In India, violent deaths caused by disputes over property 
RU�ODQG�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�VRPH����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�
PXUGHUV�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������fiJXUH������ΖQ�JHQHUDO��
ODQG�FRQȵLFWV�LQ�ΖQGLD�DUH�VSUHDG�DPRQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�VXFK�
as infrastructure, forestry and land use, and can involve 
FRQȵLFWV�RYHU�ERWK�FRPPRQ�DQG�SULYDWH�ODQG��� Indeed, 
ODQG�ODZV�DQG�ODQG�DFFXVDWLRQ�ZHUH�DOVR�IRXQG�WR�PDNH�XS�
D�VXEVWDQWLDO�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUWȇV�FDVHORDG�
EHWZHHQ������DQG������29

Fig. 10 Trends in the rate of male and female intimate 
partner/family-related homicide in Northern, 
SoXtKern and :eVtern (XroSe �вабаȁвавб�

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: The rate of homicide victims killed by intimate partners/family members 
could be higher as data on the victim-perpetrator relationship are not available 
for all homicide cases.

Fig. 11 Trends in the rate of male and female intimate 
partner/family-related homicide in Northern 
$Perica and (aVtern (XroSe �вабаȁвавб�

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: The rate of intimate partner/family-related homicide could be higher as 
data on the victim-perpetrator relationship is not available for all homicide 
victims.
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Fig. 13 Interpersonal murders by type in India, 
вабйȁвавб

6RXUFH��1DWLRQDO�&ULPH�5HFRUG�%XUHDX��0LQLVWU\�RI�+RPH�$΍DLUV��ΖQGLD��

Note: The other interpersonal category includes murders related to honour 
killing, love affairs, illicit relationships, personal vendetta or enmity, dowry, 
witchcraft, psychopath or serial killers, lunacy, road rage and rape.

'LVSXWHV�RYHU�DFFHVV�WR�ZDWHU�DUH�D�SURPLQHQW�GULYHU�
RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH�RXWVLGH�WKH�IDPLO\��ΖQ�UHFHQW�
\HDUV��SRSXODWLRQ�JURZWK��HFRQRPLF�H[SDQVLRQ�DQG�FOLPDWH�
FKDQJH�KDYH�LPSDFWHG�ZDWHU�VHFXULW\�LQ�PDQ\�UHJLRQV�RI�
WKH�ZRUOG��ZKLFK�LQ�FRPELQDWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�VRFLHWDO�DQG�
political factors has led to increased violence associated 
ZLWK�ZDWHU�GLVSXWHV�30�'DWD�IURP�WKH�3DFLfiF�ΖQVWLWXWH�VKRZ�
WKDW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�LQFLGHQWV�RI�YLROHQFH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
ZDWHU�UHVRXUFHV�KDV�ULVHQ�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�VLQFH�������ZLWK�
PRVW�LQFLGHQWV�UHSRUWHG�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�$VLD��6XE�6DKDUDQ�
$IULFD�DQG�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��΂�$OWKRXJK�V\VWHPDWLF�DQG�
FURVV�QDWLRQDO�GDWD�RQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�UHODWHG�WR�
WKLV�W\SH�RI�GLVSXWH�DUH�XQDYDLODEOH��FRXQWU\�VSHFLfiF�GDWD�
FDQ�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�JUDYLW\�RI�WKH�LVVXH��%HWZHHQ�
-DQXDU\�DQG�6HSWHPEHU�������IRU�H[DPSOH��RYHU�������YLR-
OHQW�GHDWKV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�YLROHQFH�EHWZHHQ�IDUPHUV�DQG�
pastoralists over the scarcity of water and land resources 

ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�LQ�ZHVWHUQ�DQG�FHQWUDO�1LJHULD�32 Moreover, 
����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�PXUGHUV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�ΖQGLD�
LQ�WKH�SHULRG�����������FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�FRQȵLFW�RYHU�
ZDWHU��fiJXUH�����

Crime-related homicide

&ULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��ERWK�OLQNHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�
RWKHU�FULPHV�VXFK�DV�UREEHU\��DFFRXQWV�IRU�DOPRVW���RXW�
RI����KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�D�NQRZQ�W\SRORJ\�ZRUOGZLGH��fiJXUH�
����)URP������WR�������RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�ZDV�UHVSRQVLEOH�
IRU�FORVH�WR���������GHDWKV��DV�PDQ\�DV�WKRVH�UHVXOWLQJ�
IURP�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV�GXULQJ�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��fiJXUH�����33

$OWKRXJK�DERXW�IRXU�RXW�RI�HYHU\�fiYH�RI�WKRVH�GHDWKV�
RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPL-
FLGH�LV�SUHYDOHQW�LQ�DOO�UHJLRQV�

7KH�IROORZLQJ�VHFWLRQ�H[DPLQHV�WKH�VSHFLfiF�ZD\V�WKDW�
RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��ZLWK�D�
IRFXV�RQ�(XURSH�DQG�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��7KH�
PDMRULW\�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�ZRUOGZLGH�
WDNH�SODFH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��ZKHUH�URXJKO\�KDOI�RI�DOO�KRPL-
FLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ������ZHUH�OLQNHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��fiJXUH�
����ΖQ�(XURSH��DYDLODEOH�HYLGHQFH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�LV�RQ�WKH�LQFUHDVH�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�
GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ��

2UJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�DOVR�RFFXUV�LQ�RWKHU�
UHJLRQV��ΖQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�$IULFD��KRZHYHU��D�ODFN�RI�GDWD�PDNHV�
D�TXDQWLWDWLYH�DQDO\VLV�VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�
(XURSH�D�FKDOOHQJH��1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKLV�VHFWLRQ�LQFOXGHV�WZR�
short analyses that focus on South Africa and the Sahel 
UHJLRQ��ZKLFK�LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�W\SH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�
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Fig. 12 Deaths resulting from cattle rustling and stock 
tKeft incidentV in .en\a� вабдȁвавб

6RXUFH��1DWLRQDO�3ROLFH�6HUYLFH��.HQ\D�

16.3%
0.5%

5.6%

18.7%

13.4%0.2%

45.3%

Property or land dispute
Water dispute
Money dispute
Family dispute
Petty quarrel/dispute
Due to accidents on roads
Other interpersonal

Fig. 14 Organized crime-related homicides and armed 
conflict deatKV� вабеȁвавб

6RXUFH��2UJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�HVWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPL-
FLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��&RQȵLFW�GHDWK�HVWLPDWHV�DUH�IURP�WKH�8SSVDOD�&RQȵLFW�'DWD�
3URJUDP�3HDFH�5HVHDUFK�ΖQVWLWXWH�2VOR��8&'3�35Ζ2��$UPHG�&RQȵLFW�'DWDVHW�
(available at KWWSV���XFGS�XX�VH�H[SORUDWRU\���DQG�LQFOXGH�GHDWKV�IURP�VWDWH�
EDVHG�YLROHQFH��QRQ�VWDWH�YLROHQFH��DQG�RQH�VLGHG�YLROHQFH�
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YLROHQFH�WKDW�PD\�D΍HFW�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�$IULFD��7KH�OHYHO�RI�
KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LV�JHQHUDOO\�PXFK�ORZHU�LQ�$VLD�WKDQ�
WKH�JOREDO�DYHUDJH�DQG�WKH�OLPLWHG�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�LQGL-
FDWH�WKDW�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�D�VPDOO�VKDUH�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKDW�UHJLRQ��$VLD�LV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�JUHDWHU�
detail in the sections on interpersonal and sociopolitical 
KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU�

Organized crime as a driver of homicide 
trends: a focus on Latin America and the 
Caribbean
1RZKHUH�LV�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�FDXVHG�E\�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
PRUH�SUHYDOHQW�WKDQ�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��
WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�ZRUOGZLGH��
$OWKRXJK�DEVROXWH�QXPEHUV�DQG�UDWHV�YDU\�DFURVV�VXE-
UHJLRQV��FRXQWULHV�DQG�FLWLHV��FRPSDUDWLYHO\�KLJK�OHYHOV�
RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�DUH�SHUVLVWHQW�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�
&DULEEHDQ��2QH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�LV�WKH�G\QDPLF�DQG�GHQVH�
HFRV\VWHP�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV��LQFOXGLQJ�KXQ-
GUHGV�RI�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��PDfiD�V\QGLFDWHV��
JDQJV�DQG�PLOLWLD��WKDW�DOWHUQDWHO\�FRRSHUDWH��FROOXGH�DQG�
FRPSHWH�IRU�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�LOOHJDO�PDUNHWV��7KH�LQFLGHQFH�
of lethal violence has also been attributed to other factors 
VXFK�DV�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�PDUNHWV��WKH�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�RI�fiUHDUPV��
DQG�PLOLWDUL]HG�FULPH�FRQWURO�LQWHUYHQWLRQV��� Across Latin 
$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�DOVR�FRU-
UHODWHV�ZLWK�VWUXFWXUDO�ULVNV�VXFK�DV�ZHDN�UXOH�RI�ODZ��KLJK�
OHYHOV�RI�LPSXQLW\��VRFLDO�DQG�LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\�DQG�\RXWK�
XQHPSOR\PHQW���

7KH�LQWHQVLW\�DQG�VFDOH�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LV�XQHYHQO\�
GLVWULEXWHG�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��� Coun-

WULHV��VWDWHV�DQG�FLWLHV�WKDW�UHJLVWHU�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�KLJK�
DQG�YRODWLOH�UDWHV�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�DOVR�H[SHULHQFH�
GLVSXWHV�EHWZHHQ�ULYDO�FULPLQDO�IDFWLRQV��SXEOLF�VHFXULW\�
IRUFHV�DQG�ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�KLJK�OHYHOV�
RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�DQG�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�YLROHQFH�DFURVV�WKH�
VXEUHJLRQ����UDSLG�VXUJHV�LQ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�DUH�RIWHQ�D�
UHVXOW�RI�FRPSHWLWLRQ�LQYROYLQJ�DUPHG�JURXSV��DV�ZHOO�DV�
PLOLWDU\�DQG�SROLFH�DFWLRQ�39 Moreover, countries, states, 
FLWLHV�DQG�ERUGHU�DUHDV�ZLWK�D�KLJK�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RI�ULYDO�
FULPLQDO�IDFWLRQV�W\SLFDOO\�H[SHULHQFH�KLJK�UDWHV�RI�OHWKDO�
YLROHQFH��/LNHZLVH��SULVRQV�DQG�GHWHQWLRQ�IDFLOLWLHV�KRXVLQJ�
PHPEHUV�RI�PXOWLSOH�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WHQG�WR�KDYH�
D�KLJK�ULVN�RI�RXWEUHDNV�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH���

+RPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LV�D�UHVXOW�RI�PXOWLSOH�ULVN�IDFWRUV��΂ at 
OHDVW�WKUHH�RI�ZKLFK�FRQWULEXWH�WR�DERYH�DYHUDJH�KRPL-
FLGH�UDWHV�DFURVV�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��)LUVW��
UHFRUG�EUHDNLQJ�GUXJ�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�WUDɝFNLQJ�OHDG�WR�
FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�JHRJUDSK\�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH��DV�FULPLQDO�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�PD\�XVH�YLROHQFH�WR�SURWHFW�SODQWDWLRQV��
WUDQVKLSPHQW�URXWHV�DQG�UHWDLO�RXWOHWV��� Second, the pro-
OLIHUDWLRQ�DQG�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�RI�KHDYLO\�DUPHG�FULPLQDO�
JURXSV�DQG�VXEVHTXHQW�UHVSRQVHV�WR�FULPH�LQȵXHQFH�
WKH�VFDOH�DQG�VFRSH�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��'HSHQGLQJ�
RQ�ZKHWKHU�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�GRPLQDWH��IRUP�SDFWV�
RU�VSOLQWHU��WKH\�PD\�EH�LQFOLQHG�WR�UHVRUW�WR�OHWKDO�YLR-
OHQFH���, ���7KLUG��WKH�XVH�RI�fiUHDUPV�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�ULVN�RI�
OHWKDO�RXWFRPHV�LQ�YLROHQW�GLVSXWHV�EHWZHHQ�ULYDO�FULPLQDO�
JURXSV��:HDN�JXQ�FRQWURO�DQG�RU�SRRU�HQIRUFHPHQW�LQ�
VXSSO\�DQG�GHVWLQDWLRQ�PDUNHWV�FDQ�UHVXOW�LQ�KLJK�FDOLEUH�
ZHDSRQV�IDOOLQJ�LQWR�WKH�KDQGV�RI�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV���
:KHQ�WKHVH�WKUHH�IDFWRUV�FRQYHUJH��KRPLFLGH�LV�PRUH�
OLNHO\�WR�LQFUHDVH��

Fig. 15 +oPicide rateV �Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation� and VKare of KoPicide E\ t\Se �SercentaJe� in /atin $Perica and 
tKe &ariEEean� вавб or lateVt \ear

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��
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Subregional homicide trends
+RPLFLGH�UDWHV�KDYH�EHHQ�KLJK�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�
&DULEEHDQ�IRU�GHFDGHV�DQG�UHPDLQHG�VR��HYHQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�
LQ�VRPH�DUHDV��GXULQJ�WKH�&29Ζ'���SDQGHPLF���, ��despite 
GHFOLQHV�LQ�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�YLROHQW�DQG�QRQ�YLROHQW�FULPH���
/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�QRW�RQO\�FRQVLVWHQWO\�KDV�
WKH�KLJKHVW�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�DQ\�VXEUHJLRQ��EXW�DOVR�KDG�
WKH�KLJKHVW�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQYROYLQJ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�ZRUOGZLGH�LQ�������fiJXUH�����0RUHRYHU��FRXQWULHV�
LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�UHSRUWHG�WKH�KLJKHVW�
SURSRUWLRQ�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQYROYLQJ�ERWK�PDOH�YLFWLPV�DQG�
fiUHDUPV����ΖQ���������RI�WKH����FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�
KRPLFLGH�UDWHV���ZRUOGZLGH�ZHUH�ORFDWHG�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�
DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�

1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�WKH�KLJK�VXEUHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��WKHUH�
LV�FRQVLGHUDEOH�VSDWLDO�DQG�WHPSRUDO�YDULDWLRQ�DFURVV�/DWLQ�
$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��+RPLFLGH�WUHQGV�KDYH�ȵXFWXDWHG�
EHWZHHQ�DQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�SDUWV�RI�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�
VLQFH�������LQFOXGLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�KHLJKW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'���
SDQGHPLF�LQ������DQG�������fiJXUH������ΖQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��
DQQXDO�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ȵXF-
tuated between +12 per cent and -13 per cent between 
�����DQG�������%\�FRPSDULVRQ��WKH�ȵXFWXDWLRQ�LQ�&HQWUDO�
$PHULFD�ZDV�EHWZHHQ�����SHU�FHQW�DQG����SHU�FHQW�GXULQJ�
WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�DQG�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��EHWZHHQ����SHU�
FHQW�DQG�����SHU�FHQW��0RUH�UHFHQWO\��DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO��
���FRXQWULHV�UHJLVWHUHG�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�
EHWZHHQ������DQG�������PRVW�QRWDEO\�(FXDGRU�DQG�+DLWL��
DQG����FRXQWULHV�UHSRUWHG�GHFUHDVHV��PRVW�QRWDEO\�(O�
6DOYDGRU�DQG�0H[LFR��

7KH�&DULEEHDQ�KDV�H[SHULHQFHG�WKH�PRVW�GUDPDWLF�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��ODUJHO\�EHFDXVH�RI�
LQWHQVH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�JDQJV�RYHU�GUXJ�PDUNHWV��
ΖQ�������WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�7XUNV�DQG�&DLFRV�
ΖVODQGV��D�WUDQVLW�SRLQW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�%DKDPDV��&RORPELD�
DQG�9HQH]XHOD��%ROLYDULDQ�5HSXEOLF�RI���FOLPEHG�WR����LQ�
2FWREHU�������FRPSDUHG�ZLWK����GXULQJ�WKH�ZKROH�RI�
������΂bΖQ�-DPDLFD��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�UHDFKHG������SHU�
��������LQ�������ZLWK�DERXW����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
EHLQJ�FRQQHFWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�RU�JDQJV�
LQ�������6DLQW�/XFLD�UHFRUGHG�D�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI������SHU�
��������LQ�������D�VOLJKW�GHFUHDVH�IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��
ZKLOH�6DLQW�9LQFHQW�DQG�*UHQDGLQHV�UHSRUWHG�D�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�RI������SHU����������0HDQZKLOH��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
LQ�7ULQLGDG�DQG�7REDJR�URVH�WR������SHU���������LQ�������
DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�
\HDU��ODUJHO\�GXH�WR�WKH�VSOLQWHULQJ�RI�ODUJH�JDQJV�LQWR�
VPDOOHU�YLROHQW�IDFWLRQV��7KH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�UHDFKHG������
SHU���������LQ�WKH�%DKDPDV�LQ�������DQG�LQ�+DLWL��LW�VXUJHG�
WR����SHU���������LQ�������DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�
FHQW�IURP�������GXH�LQ�ODUJH�SDUW�WR�GHHSHQLQJ�WHQVLRQV�
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�JDQJ�YLROHQFH���

%\�FRQWUDVW��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�VWDELOL]HG�DQG�GHFUHDVHG�LQ�
VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��'HVSLWH�FRQWLQXLQJ�
WR�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�KLJKHVW�OHYHO�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�
VXEUHJLRQ��+RQGXUDV�VDZ�LWV�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�GHFOLQH�WR������
SHU���������LQ������DIWHU�FUDFNGRZQV�OHG�WR�WKH�GLVPDQWOH-
PHQW�RI�RYHU����JDQJV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�QDWLRQDO�SROLFH�PHGLD�
VWDWHPHQWV����7KLV�UHSUHVHQWV�D�GHFUHDVH�RI�����SHU�FHQW�
IURP������DQG�WKH�ORZHVW�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
VLQFH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�FHQWXU\��%HOL]H�DQG�3DQDPD�
DOVR�H[SHULHQFHG�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�IURP�
�����WR�������IURP������WR������SHU���������LQ�WKH�FDVH�
RI�%HOL]H��DQG�IURP������WR������SHU���������LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�
3DQDPD��%\�IDU�WKH�PRVW�VLJQLfiFDQW�GHFOLQH�RFFXUUHG�LQ�(O�
6DOYDGRU��KRZHYHU��ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH�����KRPLFLGHV�SHU�
��������LQ������FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�������LQ�������$QWL�JDQJ�
crackdowns���DQG�WKH�LPSULVRQPHQW�RI�PRUH�WKDQ��������
DOOHJHG�JDQJ�PHPEHUV�VLQFH�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
VWDWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\�LQ�0DUFK������� are credited by the 
*RYHUQPHQW�IRU�WKH�VKDUS�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�
(O�6DOYDGRU����(OVHZKHUH��0H[LFRȇV�KLJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�
�����SHU���������GHFUHDVHG�VOLJKWO\�IURP������WR��������
$Q�H[FHSWLRQ�WR�WKH�GHFUHDVLQJ�WUHQG�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�LV�
&RVWD�5LFD��ZKLFK�KDV�H[SHULHQFHG�DQ�XSWLFN�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��UHDFKLQJ������SHU���������LQ������
DV�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV�KDYH�EHHQ�fiJKWLQJ�IRU�FRQWURO�
RI�WKH�SRUW�RI�/LPµQ��D�NH\�GLVWULEXWLRQ�QRGH�WR�(XURSH��

+RPLFLGH�WUHQGV�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH�KHWHURJHQHRXV�LQ�6RXWK�
$PHULFD��ZLWK�FRXQWULHV�ORQJ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�KLJK�KRPL-
FLGH�UDWH�UHJLVWHULQJ�GHFUHDVHV�DQG�WKRVH�ZLWK�ORZ�OHYHOV�RI�
OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�UHJLVWHULQJ�LQFUHDVHV��7KH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�
9HQH]XHOD��%ROLYDULDQ�5HSXEOLF�RI���IRU�H[DPSOH��GHFOLQHG�
IURP����SHU���������LQ������WR������LQ�������&RORPELD�
DOVR�H[SHULHQFHG�D�VOLJKW�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�

Fig. 16 Year-on-year percentage change in the number 
of KoPicide YictiPV in tKe $PericaV вабаȁвавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��
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TABLE 2 +oPicide leYel in coXntrieV in &entral $Perica� вабйȁвавв �total and rate Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation�

D 'DWD�IURP�&RVWD�5LFD�2EVHUYDWRULR�GH�OD�9LROHQFLD��Ȋ+RPLFLGLR�GRORVRȋ�
E 'DWD�IRU������IURP�+RQGXUDV�6HFUHWDU¯D�GH�6HJXULGDG�3ROLFLD�1DFLRQDO��Ȋ&RPSRUWDPLHQWR�GH�ORV�KRPLFLGLRV�HQ�+RQGXUDV�D³R�����ȋ�

6RXUFH��'DWD�VXEPLWWHG�E\�FRXQWULHV�WKURXJK�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6XUYH\�RQ�&ULPH�7UHQGV�DQG�2SHUDWLRQV�RI�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�6\VWHPV��81�&76���IURP�JRYHUQ-
PHQWDO�VRXUFHV��RU�RWKHU�VRXUFHV�UHYLHZHG�E\�FRXQWULHV�

Table 1 +oPicide leYel in tKe &ariEEean� вабйȁвавв �total and rate Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation�

a See Haiti’s Criminal Markets: Mapping Trends in Firearms and Drug Trafficking��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ�������
E 3URYLVLRQDO�GDWD�IRU����΂�DQG������IURP�WKH�&HQWUDO�6WDWLVWLFDO�2IILFH��0LQLVWU\�RI�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��7ULQLGDG�DQG�7REDJR�

6RXUFH��'DWD�VXEPLWWHG�E\�FRXQWULHV�WKURXJK�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6XUYH\�RQb&ULPH�7UHQGV�DQG�2SHUDWLRQV�RI�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�6\VWHPV��81�&76���IURP�JRYHUQ-
PHQWDO�VRXUFHV��RU�RWKHU�VRXUFHV�UHYLHZHG�E\�FRXQWULHV�

Country
2019 2020 2021 2022

Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate

$QWLJXD�DQG�
Barbuda 3 ���� 9 ���� ��� ����� 10 ����

%DKDPDV� ��� ����� ��� ����� 119 ����� ��� ����

Barbados ��� ����� ��� ����� 32 ����� �� ����

&D\PDQ�ΖVODQGV� 2 ���� 3 ���� #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A

Cuba ���� ���� #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A

'RPLQLFD� 13 ����� ��� ����� 10 ����� #N/A #N/A

'RPLQLFDQ�5HSXEOLF� ������ ���� ���� ���� ������ ����� ����� ����

Grenada ��� ����� ��� ����� �� ���� #N/A #N/A

+DLWLa #N/A #N/A ������ ����� ������ ����� ����� ����

-DPDLFD� ������ ����� 1,333 ����� ������ ����� ����� ����

Puerto Rico ���� ����� ���� ����� ��� ����� ��� ����

Saint Kitts
and Nevis 12 ����� 10 ����� ��� ����� #N/A #N/A

Saint Lucia ��� ����� ��� ����� ��� ����� �� ����

Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines 19 ����� 33 ����� 32 ����� �� ����

Trinidad and 
7REDJRb ���� ����� 399 ����� ���� ���� ��� ����

Country
2019 2020 2021 2022

Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate

%HOL]H ��� ���� 102 ���� ��� ���� 113 ����

Costa Ricaa ��� ���� ��� ���� ��� ���� ��� ����

El Salvador ����� ���� ����� ���� ����� ���� ��� ���

*XDWHPDOD ����� ���� 3,292 ���� ����� ���� #N/A #N/A

+RQGXUDVb ����� ���� ����� ���� 3,931 ���� ����� ����

0H[LFR ������ ���� ������ ���� ������ ���� ������ ����

1LFDUDJXD ��� ��� #N/A #N/A ��� ���� #N/A #N/A

3DQDPD ��� ���� ��� ���� ��� ���� ��� ����
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TABLE 3 +oPicide leYel in coXntrieV in SoXtK $Perica� вабйȁвавв �total and rate Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation�

D 'DWD�IURP�0LQLVWU\�RI�+HDOWK�RI�%UD]LO��ΖQIRUPDWLRQ�7HFKQRORJ\�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�+HDOWK�6\VWHP��'$7$686���
E 'DWD�IURP�3DUDJXD\�*HQHUDO�'LUHFWRUDWH�RI�3UHYHQWLRQ�DQG�6DIHW\��Ȋ(VWDGLVWLFDV�GH�KRPLFLGLRV�D³RV���΂��DO�����ȋ��

6RXUFH��'DWD�VXEPLWWHG�E\�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6XUYH\�RQ�&ULPH�7UHQGV�DQG�2SHUDWLRQV�RI�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�6\VWHPV��81�&76���IURP�JRYHUQPHQWDO�
VRXUFHV��RU�RWKHU�VRXUFHV�UHYLHZHG�E\�FRXQWULHV�

Country
2019 2020 2021 2022

Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate

$UJHQWLQD� ������ ���� ������ ���� ������ ���� ����� ���

Bolivia
(Plurinational 

6WDWH�RI��
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���

%UD]LOa ������� ����� ������� ����� ������ ���� #N/A #N/A

Chile ���� ���� ������ ���� ���� ���� 1,322 ���

&RORPELD� ������ ����� ������� ����� 13,223 ����� ������ ����

Ecuador ������ ���� ����� ���� ������ ����� ����� ����

Guyana ���� ����� ���� ����� 131 ����� #N/A #N/A

3DUDJXD\b ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���

Peru ������ ���� 1,903 ���� #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A

6XULQDPH� 30 ���� ��� ���� ��� ���� �� ���

8UXJXD\� ���� ����� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ����

9HQH]XHOD�
(Bolivarian 
5HSXEOLF�RI��

������� ����� ������ ����� ������ ����� #N/A #N/A

UDWH��IURP������SHU���������LQ������WR������LQ�������ZLWK�
WKH�UDWH�EHLQJ�JHQHUDOO\�KLJKHU�LQ�DUHDV�ZKHUH�DUPHG�
JURXSV�VXFK�DV�H[�FRPEDWDQWV�RI�WKH�)XHU]DV�$UPDGDV�
5HYROXFLRQDULDV�GH�&RORPELD��)$5&��DQG�WKH�(M«UFLWR�GH�
/LEHUDFLµQ�1DFLRQDO��(/1��ZHUH�PRUH�DFWLYH���, ���$�VOLJKW�
GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��IURP�����SHU���������LQ�
�����WR�����LQ�������ZDV�DOVR�UHFRUGHG�LQ�$UJHQWLQD��7KDW�
said, the province of Santa Fe and the city of Rosario in 
SDUWLFXODU�KDYH�H[SHULHQFHG�D�VXUJH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV��UHSRUW-
HGO\�RZLQJ�WR�ULYDOULHV�EHWZHHQ�WZR�ORFDO�GUXJ�IDFWLRQV��WKH�
0RQRV�DQG�&ODQ�$OYDUDGR����ΖQ�%UD]LO��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
UHPDLQHG�VWHDG\��DW�URXJKO\������SHU���������LQ�������΂
DIWHU�������WKH�VHFRQG�ORZHVW�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
VLQFH�������+RZHYHU��WKH�QRUWK�DQG�QRUWK�HDVW�RI�%UD]LO�
UHPDLQ�YLROHQFH�KRWVSRWV�RZLQJ�WR�WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
FRPSHWLQJ�GUXJ�IDFWLRQV��3ULPHLUR�&RPDQGR�GD�&DSLWDO�
DQG�&RPDQGR�9HUPHOKR���, ��

&RQYHUVHO\��VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD�KDYH�H[SH-
ULHQFHG�ULVLQJ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�RI�ODWH��OLQNHG�LQ�ODUJH�SDUW�
WR�WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�FULPLQDO�JURXSV��ΖQ�������(FXDGRU�
H[SHULHQFHG�E\�IDU�WKH�VKDUSHVW�ULVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��WR����SHU����������DOPRVW�GRXEOH�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�UHFRUGHG�LQ���������7KLV�VXUJH�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�
violence is attributed to intense clashes between rival 
WUDQVQDWLRQDO�DQG�ORFDO�GUXJ�IDFWLRQV��LQ�(VPHUDOGD�DQG�
*XD\DTXLO�LQ�SDUWLFXODU����$OWKRXJK�OHVV�GUDPDWLF��8UXJXD\�

UHSRUWHG�D������SHU�FHQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�WR������SHU�
��������LQ�������&KLOH�DOVR�H[SHULHQFHG�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�
KRPLFLGH��RI������SHU�FHQW��IURP�����SHU���������LQ������
WR�����LQ�������ZLWK�WKH�LQFUHDVH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�FULPLQDO�
JDQJV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�LQ�SHUVRQV��GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�
DQG�WKH�WLPEHU�PDfiD��3DUDJXD\��KRZHYHU��UHSRUWHG�D�
VOLJKW�GHFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH��IURP�����SHU���������LQ������
WR�����LQ�������

5ole of ΋rearms
$�NH\�IDFWRU�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�KLJK�
UDWHV�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�
LV�DFFHVV�WR�DQG�PLVXVH�RI�fiUHDUPV��ΖQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�EODGHG�
ZHDSRQV�DQG�EOXQW�REMHFWV��fiUHDUPV�DPSOLI\�WKH�VSHHG�
DQG�VFDOH�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�DQG�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��ΖW�LV�
QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�fiUHDUPV��IRU�H[DPSOH��
RZQHUVKLS��WKDW�LV�WKH�NH\�GHWHUPLQDQW��EXW�UDWKHU�ZHDN�
RYHUVLJKW�DQG�FRQWURO�DQG�WKH�LPSXQLW\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
WKHLU�XVH���, ���+DQGJXQV�VXFK�DV�UHYROYHUV�DQG�SLVWROV��DQG�
WR�D�OHVVHU�H[WHQW�VHPL��DQG�DXWRPDWLF�ULȵHV�RI�YDULRXV�
FDOLEUHV�DQG�PDNHV��DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�SURFXUHG�DQG�PLV-
XVHG�E\�FULPLQDO�IDFWLRQV�WR�VHWWOH�GLVSXWHV��� A study of a 
VDPSOH�RI�SULVRQ�LQPDWHV�LQ�%HOL]H��6XULQDPH�DQG�7ULQLGDG�
DQG�7REDJR��IRU�H[DPSOH��GHVFULEHG�PL[HG�PRWLYHV�IRU�
DFTXLULQJ�DQ�LOOLFLW�fiUHDUP��LQFOXGLQJ�SHUVRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ��
SHHU�SUHVVXUH��WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLW\�DQG�fiQDQFLDO�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQV���
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Drug gangs and surging violence in Ecuador

$IWHU�\HDUV�RI�D�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�ORZ�UDWH�RI�YLROHQW�FULPH��(FXD-
GRU�LV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�HVFDODWLRQ�RI�OHWKDO�
YLROHQFH��+RPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQFUHDVHG�E\�URXJKO\�����SHU�
FHQW�EHWZHHQ������DQG������LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��DQG�WKH�ODWHVW�
VXUJH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI������SHU�FHQW�
IURP������WR������KDV�EHHQ�OLQNHG�WR�LQFUHDVLQJO\�YLROHQW�
FRPSHWLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�ULYDO�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�JDQJV��)RU�H[DPSOH��
D�QXPEHU�RI�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DUH�GLVSXWLQJ�OXFUDWLYH�
FRFDLQH�URXWHV��LQFOXGLQJ�LQ�*XD\DTXLO��KRPH�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�
EXVLHVW�SRUWV�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD�a

7KH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�KDV�DOVR�LQFUHDVHG�GUDPDWLFDOO\�LQ�RWKHU�DUHDV�
ZKHUH�FULPLQDO�IDFWLRQV�DUH�FRPSHWLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�FLWLHV�RI�
'XUDQ�DQG�0DKDOD�DQG�WKH�FRDVWDO�SURYLQFH�RI�(VPHUDOGDV��
ZKLFK�H[SHULHQFHG�DQ�DOPRVW�IRXUIROG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�
IURP������SHU���������LQ������WR������LQ������b Indeed, the 
LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�IURP������WR������ZDV�KLJKHU�
LQ�WKH�FRDVWDO�RU�QHLJKERXULQJ�SURYLQFHV�WKDQ�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�
WKH�FRXQWU\��

5HFRUG�EUHDNLQJ� FRFD� FXOWLYDWLRQ� LQ�QHLJKERXULQJ�%ROLYLD�
�3OXULQDWLRQDO�6WDWH�RI���&RORPELD�DQG�3HUX�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�
FRFDLQH�WUDɝFNLQJ�WKURXJK�(FXDGRU�HQ�URXWH�WR�WKH�PDMRU�
GHVWLQDWLRQV�PDUNHWV�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD�DQG�(XURSH�DUH�
GULYLQJ�YLROHQFH�LQ�(FXDGRU��'UXJ�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH�EHJDQ�WR�

a Global Report on Cocaine 2023 – Local Dynamics, Global Challenges (United 
1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

E /L]FDQR�9LOODOED��-���Ȋ0XUGHU�UHFRUG�EURNHQ�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�(FXDGRU�DV�JDQJ�
IHXGV�IXHO�YLROHQFHȋ��Insight Crime�����2FW�������

LQFUHDVH�LQ�������PRVW�RI�LW�UHODWHG�WR�GLVSXWHV�EHWZHHQ�ORFDO
JDQJV�RU�FRQfiQHG�WR�SULVRQV��EXW�YLROHQFH�KDV�VSLUDOOHG�RYHU�
WKH�SDVW�WZR�\HDUV��UHSRUWHGO\�RZLQJ�WR�GHHSHQLQJ�WHQVLRQV�
EHWZHHQ�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�FULPH�JURXSV�IURP�0H[LFR, such as the 
Jalisco New Generation Cartel,cDQG�&ODQ�)DUUXNX�IURP�$OEDQLD�d

F 6HH�)HUUL��3���Ȋ0H[LFDQ�FDUWHOV�OLQNHG�WR�(FXDGRU�YLROHQFH��ȆFULPLQDOV�KDYH�DQ�
LQFHQWLYH�WR�VD\�WKH\�EHORQJ�WR�D�UHQRZQHG�JURXSȇȋ��El País��΂΂�$XJXVW������

G 6HH�6LVWHUPDQV��9���ȊȆ&ODQ�)DUUXNXȇ�DUUHVW�KLJKOLJKW�$OEDQLDQȇV�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�
FRFDLQH�FRQQHFWLRQVȋ��InSight Crime�����$SULO�������

3ercentaJe cKanJe in tKe KoPicide rate in (cXador� E\ SroYince� вабдȁвавв

6RXUFH��0LQLVWU\�RI�ΖQWHULRU�IRU�KRPLFLGH�QXPEHU��1DWLRQDO�ΖQVWLWXWH�RI�6WDWLVWLFV�DQG�&HQVXV�IRU�SRSXODWLRQ�fiJXUHV�

Note: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Number of homicides and homicide rate per
баа�аа SoSXlation� (cXador� ваааȁвавв

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�
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)LUHDUPV�FDQ�EH�DFTXLUHG�E\�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�LQ�
PXOWLSOH�ZD\V��:LWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��ZKHUH�
DOPRVW�DOO�fiUHDUPV�DQG�DPPXQLWLRQ�DUH�LPSRUWHG��ZKHWKHU�
OHJDOO\�RU�LOOHJDOO\����fiUHDUPV�DQG�DPPXQLWLRQ�FDQ�RIWHQ�
EH�VRXUFHG�GRPHVWLFDOO\��HLWKHU�WKURXJK�SULYDWH�GHDOHUV��
RQ�WKH�EODFN�PDUNHW��RU�GLYHUWHG�IURP�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�
DUVHQDOV�DQG�PLOLWDU\�VWRFNV��0RUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�QRW��fiUH-
DUPV�DUH�SURFXUHG�IURP�IRUHLJQ�VRXUFHV��PRVW�QRWDEO\�LQ�
1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD�DQG�:HVWHUQ�(XURSH��YLD�ERWK�OHJDO�DQG�
LOOHJDO�PHDQV��΂, ���:HDSRQV�DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�VKLSSHG�E\�DLU�
DQG�VHD��RQ�FRPPHUFLDO�SDVVHQJHU�SODQHV��DQG�E\�SRVW���, 

���ΖQ�WKLV�UHJDUG��WKHUH�LV�JURZLQJ�FRQFHUQ�DERXW�WKH�ȊLURQ�
SLSHOLQHȋ�LQYROYLQJ�QHWZRUNV�RI�GHDOHUV�DQG�EURNHUV�ZKR�
VPXJJOH�fiUHDUPV��DPPXQLWLRQ��SDUWV�DQG�DFFHVVRULHV�
IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��WR�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�
&DULEEHDQ��&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DQG�6RXWK�$PHULFD���

&RXQWULHV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�UHSRUW�WKH�
ODUJHVW�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�JXQ�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�ZRUOGZLGH��
ΖQ�������WKHUH�ZHUH�DW�OHDVW��������JXQ�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�
LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��LQFOXGLQJ��������LQ�
6RXWK�$PHULFD���������LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DQG�������LQ�
the Caribbean,���ZKLFK�WUDQVODWHV�LQWR�UHVSHFWLYH�KRPL-
FLGH�UDWHV�RI�����������DQG������SHU����������7KH�VKDUH�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�UDQJHG�IURP����
SHU�FHQW�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�WR����SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�&DULE-
EHDQ�DQG����SHU�FHQW�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD�LQ�������FRPSDUHG�
ZLWK����SHU�FHQW�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD�DQG����SHU�FHQW�LQ�
(XURSH��ΖQ�JHQHUDO��DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�KLJKHU�VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�
ZLWK�fiUHDUPV��DQG�YLFH�YHUVD�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�
WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��fiJXUH������

Role of men
$OO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��WKH�SHUSHWUDWRUV�DQG�YLFWLPV�RI�KRPL-
FLGH�DUH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�PDOH��7KLV�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�
FDVH�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��ZKHUH�URXJKO\�
���SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ������ZHUH�PDOH�ZKLOH�
WKH�JOREDO�DYHUDJH�ZDV����SHU�FHQW��7KH�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�WKH�
ODUJHVW�VKDUH�RI�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�
DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�LQ������ZHUH�WKH�%DKDPDV�����SHU�
FHQW���*X\DQD�����SHU�FHQW���+DLWL�����SHU�FHQW���&RORPELD�
����SHU�FHQW��DQG�%UD]LO�����SHU�FHQW���

7KH�PHQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�DFURVV�/DWLQ�$PHU-
LFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�DUH�DOVR�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�\RXQJ��
7KLV�LV�SDUWO\�WR�EH�H[SHFWHG�VLQFH�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ�KDV�D�
UHODWLYHO\�ODUJH�\RXWK�SRSXODWLRQ��DOWKRXJK�WKH�VKDUH�RI�
\RXQJ�SHRSOH�KDV�EHHQ�GHFUHDVLQJ�RYHU�WLPH��� In the 
$PHULFDV��LQFOXGLQJ�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD��PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�
FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�DJHG�EHWZHHQ����DQG����
\HDUV�LQ�������&RXQWULHV�WKDW�UHJLVWHUHG�WKH�KLJKHVW�VKDUH�
RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�WKLV�DJH�JURXS�LQFOXGHG�WKH�%DKD-
PDV�����SHU�FHQW���(O�6DOYDGRU�����SHU�FHQW���*XDWHPDOD�
����SHU�FHQW��DQG�&RORPELD�����SHU�FHQW���0RVW�YLFWLPV�LQ�
WKLV�DJH�JURXS�ZHUH�PDOHV��ΖQ�(O�6DOYDGRU��IRU�H[DPSOH��

Factors shaping criminal homicides in 
Latin America and the Caribbean

The present study notes several recurrent patterns with 
UHVSHFW�WR�KRPLFLGH��LQFOXGLQJ�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�
&DULEEHDQ�

› +RPLFLGHV�UHODWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJV�DUH�
VLJQLfiFDQWO\�PRUH�YRODWLOH�WKDQ�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�
E\�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
�fiJXUH����

› 6XEUHJLRQV��FRXQWULHV�DQG�FLWLHV�ZLWK�D�KLJK�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�WHQG�WR�EH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�ODUJHU�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�
fiUHDUP�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�

› 6HWWLQJV�ZLWK�D�KLJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�DOVR�W\SLFDOO\�
UHSRUW�D�ODUJH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQYROYLQJ�PDOH�
YLFWLPV��

› +LJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�DUH�DOVR�XVXDOO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�
SURSRUWLRQDWHO\�KLJKHU�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�UHODWHG�
WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��:KHUH�WKHUH�LV�D�KLJKHU�GHQVLW\�
RI�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��WKHUH�LV�D�KLJKHU�ULVN�RI�
KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��

› 'UXJ�PDUNHWV�DORQH�GR�QRW�SUHGLFW�KRPLFLGH�EXW�WKH\�
DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH��HVSH-
FLDOO\�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�PXOWLSOH�FRPSHWLQJ�FULPLQDO�
IDFWLRQV��

Fig. 17 Change in the homicide rate and change in the 
VKare of KoPicideV SerSetrated witK ΋rearPV� 
tKe $PericaV� вабйȁвавб or вабйȁвава
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DSSUR[LPDWHO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�
PDOHV�DJHG���–���HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKLV�DJH�JURXS�FRQVWLWXWHV�
MXVW����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\ȇV�SRSXODWLRQ��

7KH�ODUJH�VKDUH�RI�\RXQJ�PDOH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�/DWLQ�
$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�LV�DOVR�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�GHPRJ-
UDSK\�RI�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DFURVV�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��
7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH��ZKLOH�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULP-
LQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�PD\�EH�ROGHU��RQ�WKH�ZKROH�WKH�UDQN�
DQG�fiOH�RI�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�IDFWLRQV��PLOLWLD�JURXSV��VWUHHW�
JDQJV�DQG�RWKHU�FULPLQDO�HQWLWLHV�LV�W\SLFDOO\�PDGH�XS�RI�
\RXQJ�PHQ����7KHUH�DUH�PXOWLSOH�PRWLYDWLRQV�IRU�MRLQLQJ�
FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��UDQJLQJ�IURP�D�GHVLUH�WR�EHORQJ��
WR�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�HFRQRPLF�RSSRUWXQLW\��ZLWK \RXQJ�/DWLQ�
$PHULFDQV��RYHU����SHU�FHQW�RI�ZKRP�OLYH�LQ�XUEDQ�VHWWLQJV��
EHLQJ�GHHSO\�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�WKHLU�ODFN�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�
DQG�HPSOR\PHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV����7KHVH�PRWLYDWLRQV�ZHUH�
DSSDUHQWO\�H[DFHUEDWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��
ZKHQ�WKH�ULVN�RI�UHFUXLWPHQW�RI�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�LQWR�FULPLQDO�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQFUHDVHG���

Role of criminal groups
7UHQGV�LQ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�DUH�KHDYLO\�LQȵXHQFHG�ERWK�E\�
FROODERUDWLRQ�DQG�FRPSHWLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
JURXSV��GUXJ�IDFWLRQV�DQG�JDQJV��:KHQ�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL-
]DWLRQV�VHHN�WR�HQIRUFH�WKHLU�LQȵXHQFH�DQG�FRPSHWH�WR�
FRQWURO�GUXJ�URXWHV�DQG�UHWDLO�RXWOHWV��WKH\�RIWHQ�UHVRUW�WR�
FRHUFLYH�YLROHQFH��5LYDO�IDFWLRQV�PD\�VHHN�WR�DVVHUW�FRQWURO�
RYHU�WHUULWRU\�DQG��LI�FR�RSWDWLRQ�LV�QRW�SRVVLEOH��LQWLPLGDWH�
RU�HOLPLQDWH�WKHLU�RSSRQHQWV��/LNHZLVH��GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV��PLOLWLD�DQG�VWUHHW�JDQJV�IUHTXHQWO\�XVH�OHWKDO�
YLROHQFH�LQ�SULVRQV��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�IDFH�VLJQLfiFDQW�RYHU-
FURZGLQJ�DQG�RWKHU�FKDOOHQJHV��LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHJUDGH�DQG�
GLVVXDGH�ULYDOV��΂�$Q�H[DPSOH�RI�WKLV�HPHUJHG�IROORZLQJ�
WKH�EUHDNGRZQ�RI�WKH�ȊQRQ�DJJUHVVLRQ�SDFWȋ�EHWZHHQ�WZR�
ULYDO�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�JURXSV��WKH�3ULPHLUR�&RPDQGR�GD�
Capital�DQG�&RPDQGR�9HUPHOKR��LQ�%UD]LO����:KHQ�WKH�SDFW�
FDPH�WR�DQ�HQG�LQ�������ZDYHV�RI�EUXWDO�SULVRQ�YLROHQFH�
followed in both public and private prisons across the 
FRXQWU\��LQFOXGLQJ�LQ�%RD�9LVWD��0DQDXV�DQG�$OWDPLUD�LQ�
���������UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�KXQGUHGV�RI�GHDWKV�RI�LQPDWHV�DQG�
VSDUNLQJ�YLROHQW�UHSULVDOV���

Criminal pacts – “pax mafiosa”

7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV�GRHV�QRW�DOZD\V�
WUDQVODWH�LQWR�D�KLJK�UDWH�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��ΖQ�FRPSDULVRQ�
ZLWK�PXFK�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�DQG�VRPH�
FRXQWULHV�LQ�$IULFD��$VLD�DQG�(XURSH�DSSHDU�WR�KDYH�PXFK�
VPDOOHU�VKDUHV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��EXW�WKDW�
GRHV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�PHDQ�WKHUH�LV�OHVV�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�LQ�
$VLD�DQG�(XURSH�WKDQ�LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV��

7\SHV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�VXFK�DV�ODUJH�VFDOH�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDQ�
EH�PDQDJHG�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�SURPRWH�YLROHQFH�a
DV�VKRZQ�E\�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�FRXQWULHV�LQ�6RXWK�(DVWHUQ�
(XURSH�WKDW�OLH�RQ�WKH�%DONDQ�5RXWH��DORQJ�ZKLFK�WRQV�RI�KHURLQ�
DUH�WUDɝFNHG�HYHU\�\HDU�b�\HW�GR�QRW�UHSRUW�KLJK�KRPLFLGH�
UDWHV�6LPLODUO\��LQ�VRPH�FRXQWULHV�LQ�$VLD��ZHOO�NQRZQ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�JURXSV�WKDW�DUH�DSSDUHQWO\�LPSRUWDQW�SOD\HUV�ERWK�DW�
KRPH�DQG�DEURDG�c VXFK�DV�WKH�<DNX]D�LQ�-DSDQ��FRQWLQXH�WR�
RSHUDWH�LQ�D�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�RQH�RI�WKH�YHU\�ORZHVW�KRPLFLGH�
UDWHV�ZRUOGZLGH�������SHU���������LQ�������

ΖQGHHG��WKH�GRPLQDQFH�RI�D�KHJHPRQLF�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXS�
FDQ�KDYH�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�YLROHQW�FULPH��SDUWLFXODUO\�ZKHQ�LW�VXF-
FHVVIXOO\�H[HUWV�FRQWURO�RYHU�WHUULWRU\�DQG�FULPLQDO�PDUNHWV��
0RUHRYHU��FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�PD\�DOVR�HQWHU�LQWR�ȊJHQWOH-
PDQȇV�DJUHHPHQWVȋ��LQFOXGLQJ�ZLWK�VWDWH�DXWKRULWLHV��SUHFLVHO\�
IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�DYRLGLQJ�YLROHQW�FRQIURQWDWLRQV��HYHQ�LI�WKLV�
H΍HFWLYHO\�OHDGV�WR�WKH�DXWKRULWLHV�FHGLQJ�FRQWURO�RI�VRPH�

a Global Study on Homicide 2019 �8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

b World Drug Report 2023, Booklet 3, FKDSWHU����8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��
������

F )LQFNHQDXHU��-�2��DQG�&KLQ��.���Ȋ$VLDQ�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�LWV�
ΖPSDFW�RQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��GHYHORSLQJ�D�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�FULPH�UHVHDUFK�
DJHQGD��D�ILQDO�UHSRUW�ȋ�Trends in Organized Crime��YRO��΂���1R�����'HFHPEHU�
������SS��΂�Ȃ΂����

d Global Study on Homicide 2019 �8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂����
=DE\HOLQD��<���Ȋ7UDQVQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQVȋ��
Central European Journal of International and Security Studies��YRO����1R��΂�
�������

ORFDO�MXULVGLFWLRQV��6XFK�LQIRUPDO�SDFWV�RI�QRQ�LQWHUIHUHQFH�
FDQ�UHVXOW�LQ�D�ȊSD[�PDfiRVDȋ��D�UHODWLYHO\�ORZ�OHYHO�RI�YLROHQFH�
LQ�WHUULWRULHV�GRPLQDWHG�E\�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�d

7KH�WHUP�ȊSD[�PDfiRVDȋ�KDV�EHHQ�IUHTXHQWO\�XVHG�LQ�ΖWDO\�WR�
GHVFULEH�KRZ�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV�KDYH�
GHOLEHUDWHO\�UHGXFHG�WKH�XVH�RI�RYHUW�YLROHQFH��OHDGLQJ�WR�D�
GURS�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�PDfiD�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�e
7KH�VDPH�FRQFHSW�KDV�EHHQ�DSSOLHG�LQ�0H[LFR��%UD]LO�DQG�
RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�WZR�GHFDGHV��ΖQ�
0H[LFR�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�ȊSD[�QDUFRWLFDȋ�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�DSSOLHG�
UHIHUULQJ�WR�VLWXDWLRQV�RI�WROHUDQFH�LQ�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�
WRZDUGV�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�ZKLFK�PDLQWDLQHG�ORZ�OHYHOV�
RI�GUXJ�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�f The leadership of the 
6LQDORD�&DUWHO�UHSRUWHGO\�XUJHG�LWV�VXE�FRPPDQGHUV�LQYROYHG�
LQ�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV�LQ�%DMD�&DOLIRUQLD�WR�UHGXFH�KRP-
LFLGDO�YLROHQFH�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�DWWUDFWLQJ�WRR�PXFK�JRYHUQPHQW�
DWWHQWLRQ�J�0HDQZKLOH��LQ�6DR�3DXOR��%UD]LOȇV�ODUJHVW�FLW\��DUHDV�
GRPLQDWHG�E\�3ULPHLUR�&RPDQGR�GD�&DSLWDO have reportedly 
H[SHULHQFHG�IHZHU�YLROHQW�FULPHV��ZKLFK�VRPH�VWXGLHV�LQGLFDWH�
LV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�JURXSȇV�PRQRSRO\�RYHU�FULPH�h

H 6HH�IRU�H[DPSOH�5DOD]LRQH�'HOOD��Ȋ&RPPLVVLRQH�SDUODPHQWDUH�GL�LQFKLHVWD�
VXO�IHQRPHQR�GHOOH�PDILH�H�VXOOH�DOWUH�DVVRFLD]LRQL�FULPLQDOLȋ��Camera Del 
Deputati Senato Della��'RF��;;ΖΖΖ��1������)HEUXDU\���΂����DQG�Ȋ5HOD]LRQH�
VXOOȇDWWLYLWDȇ�GHOOH�IRU]H�GL�SROL]LD�VXOOR�VWDWR�GHOOȇRUGLQH�H�GHOOD�VLFXUH]]D�
SXEEOLFD�H�VXOOD�FULPLQDOLWDȇ�RUJDQL]]DWDȋ��Senato Della Repubblica��'RF��
;;;9ΖΖΖ��1R����-DQXDU\���΂����

I &KDEDW��-���Ȋ&RPEDWWLQJ�GUXJV�LQ�0H[LFR�XQGHU�&DOGHURQ��7KH�LQHYLWDEOH�
ZDUȋ��&Ζ'(��1R���������΂���

J 6HH�3DFKLFR��(���Ȋ%DMD�&DOLIRUQLD��D�WHVW�IRU�0H[LFRȇV�SD[�PDILRVR"ȋ��InSight 
Crime��΂��$SULO���΂���

K 6HH�%LGHUPDQ��&��HW�DO���Ȋ3D[�PRQRSROLVWD�DQG�FULPH��WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�
HPHUJHQFH�RI�WKH�3ULPHLUR�&RPDQGR�GD�&DSLWDO�LQ�6DR�3DXORȋ��Journal of 
4uantitative Criminology��1RYHPEHU���΂����SS�����Ȃ�����6HH�DOVR�$PRULP��
6��DQG�9RLWFK��3���Ȋ63��TXHGD�GH�KRPLF¯GLRV�VH�GHYH�à KHJHPRQLD�GH�IDF©ao 
FULPLQRVDȋ��O Globo��΂��-XO\���΂���ΖW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�
VRPH�GLVSXWHV�DERXW�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�3ULPHLUR�&RPDQGR�GD�&DSLWDȇV��3&&��
LQIOXHQFH�LQ�UHGXFLQJ�YLROHQW�FULPH��LQFOXGLQJ�-XVWXV��0��HW�DO���Ȋ7KH�6DR�
3DXOR�P\VWHU\��WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�3&&�LQ�UHGXFLQJ�
KRPLFLGH�LQ�����Vȋ��Economia��YRO��΂���1R�����0D\���΂����

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primeiro_Comando_da_Capital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primeiro_Comando_da_Capital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primeiro_Comando_da_Capital
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More organized crime, less homicide? A look at municipality-level data in Mexico

There is no linear association between violence and the pres-
HQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�LQ�D�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�0H[LFR��D�FRXQWU\�
ZLWK�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�R΍HUV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�KRZ�D�
JUHDWHU�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�GRHV�QRW�DOZD\V�WUDQVODWH�
LQWR�D�KLJKHU�OHYHO�RI�YLROHQFH�a, b

$OWKRXJK�PHDVXULQJ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHPDLQV�D�FKDOOHQJH�c, 

d, e survey dataf�RQ�FLWL]HQVȇ�SHUFHSWLRQV�RI�VDIHW\�� WUXVW� LQ�
SXEOLF�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�FULPH�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�LQ�0H[LFR��IURP�
WKH�1DWLRQDO�6XUYH\�RI�8UEDQ�3XEOLF�6DIHW\��(168���FDQ�KHOS�
LPSURYH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�DQG�YLROHQFH��'DWD�IURP�WKH������VXUYH\�SURYLGH�D�
UDQJH�RI�LQGLFDWRUV�WKDW�FDQ�LQGLUHFWO\�DVVHVV�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DFURVV����FLWLHV�LQ�0H[LFR�DQG����DUHDV�LQ�
0H[LFR�&LW\�DQG�WKH�OHYHO�RI�FHUWDLQ�FULPHV�J

1. Ȋ6HHQ�JDQJVȋ�Ȃ�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�ZKR�KDYH�
KHDUG�DERXW�RU�VHHQ�YLROHQW�JURXSV�RU�JDQJVWHULVPh

DURXQG�WKHLU�KRPHV�
2. Ȋ6HHQ�LOOHJDO�IXHOȋ�Ȃ�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�ZKR�

KDYH�KHDUG�DERXW�RU�VHHQ�WKHIW�RI�LOOHJDO�VDOH�RI�IXHO�
DURXQG�WKHLU�KRPHV�

D $JXLUUH��-��DQG�+HUUHUD��+��$���ȊΖQVWLWXWLRQDO�ZHDNQHVV�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
LQ�0H[LFR��WKH�FDVH�RI�0LFKRDF£Qȋ��Trends in Organized Crime��YRO��΂���$SULO�
��΂����SS����΂Ȃ�����

E $WXHVWD��/��+��DQG�3«UH]�'£YLOD��<��6���Ȋ)UDJPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�FRRSHUDWLRQ��WKH�
HYROXWLRQ�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�LQ�0H[LFRȋ��Trends in Organized Crime��YRO���΂��
1R������)HEUXDU\���΂����SS�����Ȃ��΂��

F 9DQGHU�%HNHQ��7���Ȋ5LVN\�EXVLQHVV��D�ULVN�EDVHG�PHWKRGRORJ\�WR�PHDVXUH�
RUJDQL]HG�FULPHȋ��&rime, Law and Social Change��YRO���΂���-XQH�������SS��
��΂Ȃ�΂���

G 'XJDWR��0���&DOGHURQL��)��DQG�&DPSHGHOOL��*��0���Ȋ0HDVXULQJ�RUJDQLVHG�
FULPH�SUHVHQFH�DW�WKH�PXQLFLSDO�OHYHOȋ��Social Indicators Research��YRO��΂���
�$XJXVW���΂����SS�����Ȃ��΂�

H 9DQ�'LMN��-���Ȋ0DILD�PDUNHUV��DVVHVVLQJ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�LWV�LPSDFW�XSRQ�
VRFLHWLHVȋ��Trends in Organized Crime��YRO��΂����2FWREHU��������SS����Ȃ���

3. Ȋ9LFWLPV�RI�H[WRUWLRQȋ�Ȃ�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�
ZKR�ZHUH�YLFWLPV�RI�H[WRUWLRQ�

4. Ȋ9LFWLPV�RI�YHKLFOH�WKHIWȋ�Ȃ�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�UHVSRQ-
GHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�YLFWLPV�RI�YHKLFOH�WKHIW�

5. Ȋ9LFWLPV�RI�WKHIW�RI�YHKLFOH�SDUWVȋ�Ȃ�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�
UHVSRQGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�YLFWLPV�RI�WKHIW�RI�YHKLFOH�SDUWV�

/LQNLQJ�WKHVH�LQGLFDWRUV�ZLWK�KRPLFLGH��WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ�VKRZV�
WKDW�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��KRPLFLGH�DQG�RWKHU�
YLROHQW�FULPHV�WHQGV�WR�FR�RFFXU�ZLWKLQ�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV��6RPH�
FRPELQDWLRQV�RI�FULPH�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�RFFXU�WKDQ�RWKHUV�
EXW��RYHUDOO��WKH�GDWD�VXJJHVW�WKDW�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��LQ�UHODWLRQ�
WR�YLVLEOH�JDQJV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��FRUUHODWHV�ZLWK�YLROHQW�FULPHV�j

)RFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�KRPLFLGH�DQG�WKH�WZR�
LQGLFDWRUV�WKDW�PHDVXUH�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�
KDYH�WKH�VWURQJHVW�DVVRFLDWLRQV�ZLWK�KRPLFLGHV�Ȃ�WKH�SURSRU-
WLRQ�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�H[SRVHG�WR�JDQJV�QHDU�WKHLU�KRPH��DQG�
WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�YLFWLPV�RI�H[WRU-
WLRQ�Ȃ�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�D�JUHDWHU�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�

I 0H[LFR��ΖQVWLWXWR�1DFLRQDO�GH�(VWDG¯VWLFD��*HRJUDI¯D�H�ΖQIRUP£WLFD��Ζ1(*Ζ���
(QFXHVWD�1DFLRQDO�GH�6HJXULGDG�3¼EOLFD�8UEDQD��(168��

J 7KHVH�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�FRUUHVSRQG�WR�WKRVH�WKDW�KDG�DW�OHDVW�΂���UHVSRQG-
HQWV�WR�(168��DV�ZHOO�DV�DYDLODEOH�KRPLFLGH�GDWD�

K 7KH�WHUP�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�EHKDYLRXU�RI�JDQJ�PHPEHUV�DQG�WKHLU�PRGL�
RSHUDQGL��

L %XUJODU\�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W�UHIHUV�WR�VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHQ�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�HLWKHU�
SUHVHQW�RU�DEVHQW�IURP�WKH�SURSHUW\�

M $�QRWDEOH�H[FHSWLRQ�LV�WKH�VDOH�RI�LOOHJDO�IXHO��ZKLFK�KDV�RQO\�PRGHVW�
FRUUHODWLRQV�ZLWK�PRVW�RWKHU�LQGLFDWRUV�

Variable (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)

Organized crime indicatorsbb

����6HHQ�JDQJV ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����6HHQ�LOOHJDO�IXHO ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����9LFWLPV�RI�YHKLFOH�WKHIW ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����9LFWLPV�RI�WKHIW�RI�YHKLFOH�SDUWV ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����9LFWLPV�RI�H[WRUWLRQ ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

Homicide, law and order

�����/Q��+RPLFLGH�UDWH ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����9LFWLPV�RI�EXUJODU\i ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����9LFWLPV�RI�UREEHU\ ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&orrelation Patri[ of YariaEleV of intereVt� 0e[ico� вавб

6RXUFH��ΖQVWLWXWR�1DFLRQDO�GH�(VWDG¯VWLFD��*HRJUDI¯D�H�ΖQIRUP£WLFD��Ζ1(*Ζ���(168����΂�

Note: The Pearson Correlation Coefficient measures the linear association between the two variables and ranges between a minimum of -1 (a total negative 
linear relationship) to a maximum of 1 (a total positive linear relationship� in violet). The value of 0 indicates no linear relationship. The table displays a 
correlation matrix between each of these organized crime indicators and measures of homicide, law and order at the municipality level in Mexico. 
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JRHV�KDQG�LQ�KDQG�ZLWK�D�KLJKHU�OHYHO�RI�KRPLFLGH�k�DOWKRXJK�
RQO\�XS�WR�D�FHUWDLQ�SRLQW��:KHQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
UHDFKHV�D�FHUWDLQ�OHYHO��PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�RI�SHRSOH�UHSRUWLQJ�
KDYLQJ�VHHQ�JDQJV�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��KRPLFLGH�VWDUWV�WR�GHFOLQH�

2QFH�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�VXUSDVVHV�D�FHUWDLQ�OHYHO��LWV�SRVLWLYH�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�QRW�RQO\�GLVDSSHDUV�EXW�
DOVR�WXUQV�QHJDWLYH��DQG�WKH�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�
SURSRUWLRQ�RI�UHVLGHQWV�H[SRVHG�WR�JDQJV�GR�QRW�DFWXDOO\�
H[SHULHQFH�WKH�PRVW�KRPLFLGHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKLOH�������
SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�6DQ�/XLV�3RVL�ZHUH�H[SRVHG�WR�

N $Q�LQFUHDVH�IURP���WR���SHUFHQWDJH�SRLQWV�LQ�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�H[SRVHG�WR�JDQJV�LV�UHODWHG�WR�D�VLJQLILFDQW�LQFUHDVH�RI�΂΂���SHU�
FHQW�LQ�D�PXQLFLSDOLW\ȇV�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��DQG�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�
H[WRUWLRQ�YLFWLPV�IURP�΂�WR���SHUFHQWDJH�SRLQWV�LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DQ�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�RI�΂����SHU�FHQW�

JDQJV�QHDU�WKHLU�KRPH��WKH�FRPPXQLW\ȇV�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��������
SHU�����������DOWKRXJK�KLJK��ZDV�ZHOO�EHORZ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�
UDWH�RI�)UHVQLOOR���������SHU�����������ZKHUH�������SHU�FHQW�
RI�UHVLGHQWV�ZHUH�H[SRVHG�WR�JDQJV��7KH�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�ZLWK�
WKH�KLJKHVW�OHYHOV�RI�KRPLFLGH�ZHUH�ZLWKLQ�D�PLGGOH�UDQJH�
RI�JDQJ�H[SRVXUH��RI�EHWZHHQ����DQG����SHUFHQWDJH�SRLQWV�

7KH�VDPH�SDWWHUQ�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�XVLQJ�RWKHU�LQGLFDWRUV�WKDW�
PHDVXUH�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��7KH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�
UHVSRQGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�YLFWLPV�RI�H[WRUWLRQ�UDQJHG�IURP������
SHU�FHQW��LQ�%RFD�GHO�5LR��9HUDFUX]��WR�D�KLJK�RI�������SHU�FHQW�
�LQ�ΖUDSXDWR��*XDQDMXDWR���+LJKHU�OHYHOV�RI�H[WRUWLRQ�WHQG�WR�
EH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DQ�H[SHFWHG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��
EXW�WKDW�DVVRFLDWLRQ�SODWHDXV�RQFH�PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�RI�
UHVLGHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�YLFWLPV�RI�H[WRUWLRQ�

7KH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�
SURSHUW\�FULPH�LV�VLPLODU�EXW�QRW�WKH�VDPH�DV�IRU�KRPLFLGH��
$V�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�KRPLFLGH��JUHDWHU�H[SRVXUH�WR�JDQJV�KDV�D�
SRVLWLYH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�UREEHU\�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�UDWHV��DQG�D�
KLJKHU�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�H[WRUWLRQ�LV�VWURQJO\�DQG�SRVLWLYHO\�UHODWHG�
ZLWK�D�KLJKHU�ULVN�RI�SXEOLF�UREEHU\��ΖQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�
RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�YLFWLPV�RI�H[WRUWLRQ�IURP���WR���
SHUFHQWDJH�SRLQWV�LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�������LQ�
WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�YLFWLPV�RI�UREEHU\�
DFURVV�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV��

/LNH�KRPLFLGH��ZKHQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHDFKHV�D�FHUWDLQ�SRLQW�
�PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�RI�UHVLGHQWV�DUH�YLFWLPV�RI�H[WRUWLRQ���
UREEHULHV�DUH�PRUH�FRQWDLQHG��8QOLNH�KRPLFLGH��KRZHYHU��
HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�SRVLWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZHDNHQV�DV�H[WRUWLRQV�
EHFRPH�PRUH�SUHYDOHQW��WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�DQG�UREEHU\�QHYHU�FOHDUO\�WXUQV�QHJDWLYH�

7KH�GHFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH��EXW�QRW�UREEHU\��DV�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�EHFRPHV�PRUH�YLVLEOH�LQ�D�JLYHQ�PXQLF-
LSDOLW\��VXJJHVWV�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�UROH�WKDW�YLROHQFH�PD\�SOD\�
LQ�WKH�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV��6XFK�JURXSV�
PD\�EH�PRUH�YLROHQW�ZKHQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�RU�DVVHUWLQJ�WKHLU�
presence, but once their operations have been consolidated 
DQG�EHFRPH�YLVLEOH��WKH\�PD\�QHHG�WR�HPSOR\�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�
WR�D�OHVVHU�H[WHQW�

+oPicide rate �ln� E\ tKe SroSortion of reVSondentV 
who had heard about or seen violent groups or gang-
VteriVP near tKeir KoPe� 0e[ico� вавб

6RXUFH��Ζ1(*Ζ��(168����΂�
Note: The above figure is a scatterplot comparing the homicide rate with the 
proportion of respondents who had heard about or seen gangs near their 
home. Each dot in the figure corresponds to one of the т5 cities in Mexico 
and 1с areas in Mexico City included in the sample. The homicide rates were 
also log-transformed, which is a common research technique to reduce the 
influence of extreme homicide rates on order to make results more 
representative of all municipalities. The untransformed homicide rate 
corresponding to each logged value is listed in the secondary y-axis. In 
addition, a dashed fit-line was included in the figure, which reflects the 
average association between the two variables, as estimated using a simple 
ordinary least squares (OLS) regression model (see annex 1 of the present 
chapter for the numeric estimates).

+oPicide rate �ln� E\ tKe SroSortion of reVSondentV 
wKo Kad Eeen YictiPV of e[tortion� 0e[ico� вавб

SRXUFH��Ζ1(*Ζ��(168����΂�

Burglary and robbery victimization by the proportion 
of respondents who had heard about or seen violent 
groups or gangsterism around their homes, Mexico, 
вавб

6RXUFH��Ζ1(*Ζ��(168����΂�
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0HDQZKLOH��DQ�HVWLPDWHG�����JDQJ�DUH�RSHUDWLQJ�LQ�+DLWL�
DW�SUHVHQW��VRPH�RI�WKHP�RSHUDWLQJ�LQ�IHGHUDWLRQV��IRU�
H[DPSOH��*�������0DZR]R�DQG�*�3HS��ZLWK�VLJQLfiFDQW�WHU-
ULWRULDO�FRQWURO��6HYHUDO�JDQJV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�
KLJK�FDOLEUH�fiUHDUPV�IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�DUH�KHDYLO\�
LQYROYHG�LQ�D�UDQJH�RI�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV��IURP�NLGQDSSLQJ�
DQG�DVVDVVLQDWLRQ�WR�H[WRUWLRQ�DQG�VH[XDO�YLROHQFH���

&ULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�DFWLYH�LQ�ERUGHU�
DQG�FRDVWDO�DUHDV��SDUWO\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
PRYLQJ�GUXJV�DQG�RWKHU�FRQWUDEDQG�DFURVV�IURQWLHUV��
([DPSOHV�RI�WKLV�DUH�WKH�WUL�ERUGHU�DUHDV�RI�FRXQWULHV�LQ�
6RXWK�$PHULFD��LQFOXGLQJ�$UJHQWLQD��%UD]LO��%ROLYLD��3OXUL-
QDWLRQDO�6WDWH�RI���&RORPELD��(FXDGRU��*X\DQD��3DUDJXD\��
3HUX��6XULQDPH�DQG�9HQH]XHOD��%ROLYDULDQ�5HSXEOLF�RI���
$������VWXG\�GHWHFWHG�RQH�RU�PRUH�JURXSV�LQ�DOPRVW����
SHU�FHQW������RI������PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�LQ�ERUGHU�DUHDV�RI�WKH�
HLJKW�$PD]RQ�%DVLQ�FRXQWULHV���

Role of drugs
/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�LV�KRPH�WR�FRXQWULHV�
WKDW�DUH�WKH�ZRUOGȇV�SULPDU\�SURGXFHUV�RI�FRFDLQH��7KH�
H[SDQVLRQ�RI�WKH�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�GUXJ�WUDGH�KDV�FRQWULEXWHG�
WR�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�DQG�SRZHUIXO�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQG�WKH�VXUJH�LQ�FRFDLQH�SURGXFWLRQ�
LQ�WKH�$QGHDQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��PRVW�QRWDEO\�VLQFH�
������KDV�LQFUHDVHG�FRPSHWLWLRQ��DQG�FRQVHTXHQWO\�OHWKDO�
YLROHQFH��EHWZHHQ�JOREDO�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
ERWK�LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ�%DVLQ��, ���DQG�LQ�QHLJKERXULQJ�FRXQ-
WULHV�VXFK�DV�$UJHQWLQD�DQG�&KLOH���, 99

7KH�VXUJH�LQ�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ΂�� is asso-
FLDWHG�ZLWK�LQFUHDVLQJ�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�DFURVV�WKH�UHJLRQ��
ZKLFK�KDV�FRUURVLYH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHO-
RSPHQW�΂�΂�7KH�WUDQVKLSPHQW�RI�GUXJV�WKURXJK�&DULEEHDQ�
FRXQWULHV�LV�KDUGO\�QHZ��RI�FRXUVH��ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ�WKUHH�
TXDUWHUV�RI�DOO�FRFDLQH�VHL]HG�EHWZHHQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD�DQG�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�GXULQJ�WKH�����V�EHLQJ�LQWHUFHSWHG�LQ�
&DULEEHDQ�FRXQWULHV�΂���7KH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�
)UHH�7UDGH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�WHPSRUDU\�YRLG�FUHDWHG�
E\�WKH�GLVPDQWOLQJ�RI�VRPH�&RORPELDQ�GUXJ�FDUWHOV�LQ�WKH�
fiUVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�����V�GLPLQLVKHG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�
&DULEEHDQ�FRFDLQH�URXWH�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�URXWH�WKURXJK�
0H[LFR�΂���+RZHYHU��LQFUHDVLQJ�GHPDQG�LQ�(XURSH�OHG�WR�
WKH�UHVXUJHQFH�RI�ODUJH�VFDOH�FRFDLQH�WUDɝFNLQJ�LQ�WKH�
&DULEEHDQ��LQFOXGLQJ�YLD�WKH�'RPLQLFDQ�5HSXEOLF�΂��

$PRQJ�WKH�PDQ\�YLFWLPV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPL-
FLGH�DUH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV��2+&+5�GRFXPHQWHG�WKH�
NLOOLQJ�RI�DW�OHDVW�������KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�EHWZHHQ�
�����DQG������LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�DORQH��
RYHU����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�JOREDO�WRWDO�΂��

Burglary and robbery victimization by the 
proportion of respondents who had been victims of 
e[tortion� 0e[ico� вавб

6RXUFH��Ζ1(*Ζ��(168����΂�
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&ULPLQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��PRVW�QRWDEO\�JDQJV��DUH�FRQWULEXWLQJ�
WR�LQFUHDVLQJ�KRPLFLGH�LQ�VHYHUDO�&DULEEHDQ�FRXQWULHV��2Q�WKH�
RQH�KDQG��WKLV�LV�EHFDXVH�JDQJV�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FRPSHWLQJ�
WR�FRQWURO�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�URXWHV�EHWZHHQ�GUXJ�SURGXFLQJ�
FRXQWULHV�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�PDUNHWV�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�
$PHULFD�DQG�:HVWHUQ�(XURSH��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��� On the other 
KDQG��DQG�HYHQ�PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\��DV�LQWHU�IDFWLRQDO�YLR-
OHQFH�LQWHQVLfiHV�DQG�VWDWH�VHFXULW\�IRUFHV�VHHN�WR�GLVUXSW�
JDQJ�OHDGHUVKLS��WKH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�JDQJV�FKDQJHV��

ΖQ�7ULQLGDG�DQG�7REDJR��WKH�6WUDWHJLF�6HUYLFHV�$JHQF\�
RI�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�1DWLRQDO�6HFXULW\�QRWHG�WKH�H΍HFW�RI�
WKH�HOLPLQDWLRQ�RI�JDQJ�OHDGHUV�E\�JDQJ�ULYDOV�RU�WKHLU�
LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�IRU�SURORQJHG�SHULRGV�RQ�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�
FULPLQDO�JDQJV����7KH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�\RXQJHU�DQG�PRUH�
YLROHQW�OHDGHUV�DQG�WKH�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�RI�H[LVWLQJ�JDQJV�
KDYH�EHHQ�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�DQLPRVLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKHP���
7ULQLGDGLDQ�JDQJV�KDYH�DOVR�GLYHUVLfiHG�LQWR�QHZ�W\SHV�
RI�LOOHJDO�EXVLQHVV��IURP�IUDXG�DQG�PRQH\�ODXQGHULQJ�WR�
UREEHU\��KXPDQ�VPXJJOLQJ�DQG�LOOHJDO�JDPEOLQJ��� they are 
DOVR�DFFHVVLQJ�KLJKHU�FDOLEUH�ZHDSRQV�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�SDVW���
ΖQ�-DPDLFD��ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RSHUDWLRQV�WDUJHWLQJ�PDMRU�
JDQJV�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V�OHG�
WR�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV��IURP�������LQ�
�����WR�������LQ���������+RZHYHU��WKH�FUDFNGRZQ�VWUDWHJ\��
ZKLFK�ZDV�QRW�VXVWDLQHG�RYHU�WLPH��H[DFHUEDWHG�WKH�VSOLQ-
WHULQJ�RI�JDQJV��ZKLFK�H[SDQGHG�WKHLU�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�UXUDO�
DUHDV�90�7KH�QXPEHU�RI�JDQJV�LV�UHSRUWHG�WR�KDYH�GRXEOHG�
LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�IURP�����LQ������WR�DW�OHDVW�����LQ�������΂
DQG�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�JDQJV�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�
DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�92�6LPLODUO\��LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��WKH�
IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV�WKDW�IROORZHG�
ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�0H[LFR�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�SXW�
IRUZDUG�DV�D�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�
LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�VLQFH������93
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States of emergency
$PLG�PRXQWLQJ�SXEOLF�FRQFHUQ�DERXW�YLROHQW�FULPH�DQG�
a low level of trust in the police,΂���VRPH�*RYHUQPHQWV�LQ�
/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�KDYH�LQWURGXFHG�D�ȊVWDWH�
RI�H[FHSWLRQȋ��ΖQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�
LVVXHG�HPHUJHQFLHV�WR�DGGUHVV�SXEOLF�VHFXULW\�FULVHV��ZKLOH�
GHSOR\LQJ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�DORQJVLGH�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�
LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�FLWL]HQV�LQ�FULPH�FRQWURO�
H΍RUWV��ΖQ�������IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�+RQGXUDQ�DXWKRULWLHV�
GHFODUHG�D�VWDWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\�LQ�RYHU�KDOI�WKH�FRXQWU\�΂��
ZKLFK�ZDV�H[WHQGHG�LQ������΂���)ROORZLQJ�WKH�H[WHQVLRQ�
RI�WKH�VWDWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\��2+&+5�XUJHG�DXWKRULWLHV�LQ�
+RQGXUDV�WR�UHLQIRUFH�WKH�LQWHUQDO�DQG�H[WHUQDO�RYHUVLJKW�
RI�PLOLWDU\�RSHUDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�΂��

(O�6DOYDGRU�DOVR�LQWURGXFHG�D�VWDWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\�LQ������
WR�fiJKW�WKH�JDQJV�06����DQG�%DUULR�����$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�(O�6DOYDGRU��
WKURXJK�/HJLVODWLYH�'HFUHH�����RI����0DUFK�������HPHUJHQF\�
PHDVXUHV�ZHUH�LQWURGXFHG��DQG�DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH��WKH�
FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�ULJKWV�DQG�JXDUDQWHHV�UHJXODWHG�LQ�DUWLFOHV�
������VHFRQG�SDUDJUDSK�����VHFRQG�SDUDJUDSK�DQG����ZHUH�
VXVSHQGHG�IRU�DQ�LQLWLDO�SHULRG�RI����GD\V��7KHVH�PHDVXUHV�
KDYH�EHHQ�PDLQWDLQHG�ZLWK�VXFFHVVLYH�H[WHQVLRQV�LVVXHG�
E\�WKH�/HJLVODWLYH�$VVHPEO\��LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�DUWLFOH����
RI�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ��7KH�*RYHUQPHQW�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�DUUHVWV�
FDUULHG�RXW�XVLQJ�WKHVH�OHJDO�WRROV�DUH�PDGH�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�
RI�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�WKRVH�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�PHPEHUV�RI�DQ�
RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXS��ZKLFK�FRQVWLWXWHV�WKH�FULPH�RI�LOOLFLW�
DVVRFLDWLRQ��DV�UHJXODWHG�E\�DUWLFOH�����RI�WKH�6DOYDGRUDQ�
Penal Code, which is punished with a prison sentence, 
SURYLGHG�WKDW�JURXS�PHPEHUVKLS�KDV�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�
RI�XQODZIXOQHVV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW��PRUH�WKDQ�
�������JDQJ�PHPEHUV�DQG�OHDGHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�DUUHVWHG�
VLQFH�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\��OHDGLQJ�WR�
D�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�΂΂�2+&+5�KDV�H[SUHVVHG�
GHHS�FRQFHUQ�DERXW�WKH�SURORQJHG�VWDWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\�LQ�
(O�6DOYDGRU��DQG�UHSRUWHG�H[FHVVLYH�XVH�RI�IRUFH��GHWHQ-
WLRQ�DQG�LOO�WUHDWPHQW��DV�ZHOO�DV�DPHQGPHQWV�WR�FULPLQDO�
ODZ�DQG�SURFHGXUH�΂΂΂�3ULRU�WR�+RQGXUDV�DQG�(O�6DOYDGRU��
LQ�������*XDWHPDOD�LQWURGXFHG�D�VWDWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\�LQ�
PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�QHLJKERXULQJ�0H[LFR��RVWHQVLEO\�WR�fiJKW�
GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�΂΂�

ΖQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��IDFHG�ZLWK�ULVLQJ�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH��LQFOXGLQJ�
LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\ȇV�SULVRQV��(FXDGRU�UHFHQWO\�GHFODUHG�D�VWDWH�
of HPHUJHQF\�΂΂� The country has introduced 10 separate 
VWDWHV�RI�HPHUJHQF\�VLQFH������DQG�GHSOR\HG�WKH�PLOLWDU\�
WR�WDFNOH�WKH�SUREOHP�΂΂��(OVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��&KLOH�
UHFHQWO\�HQDFWHG�D�SULYLOHJHG�OHJLWLPDWH�GHIHQFH�ELOO��RU�
ȊNaíQ�5HWDPDOȋ�ODZ��LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRXQWHU�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�
JURXSV��ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�OHJDO�FHUWDLQWLHV�DQG�JXDUDQWHHV�
WR�WKH�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DXWKRULWLHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�FDUU\�RXW�
WKHLU�GXWLHV��6RPH�VHQDWRUV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�SRLQWHG�RXW�
WKDW�WKH�ODZ�FRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�WULJJHU�KDSS\�RQH�΂΂�

Organized crime-related homicide
in Europe

7KHUH�LV�JURZLQJ�SXEOLF�FRQFHUQ�DERXW�H[SDQGLQJ�DQG�
LQFUHDVLQJO\�YLROHQW�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DFURVV�
(DVWHUQ��6RXWK�(DVWHUQ�DQG�:HVWHUQ�(XURSH��$OWKRXJK�
WKHVH�VXEUHJLRQV�UHJLVWHU�D�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�ORZ�SUHYDOHQFH�
RI�KRPLFLGH��RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VXFK�DV�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��WKH�
(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�$JHQF\�IRU�/DZ�(QIRUFHPHQW�&RRSHUDWLRQ�
�(XURSRO��DQG�WKH�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�&ULPLQDO�3ROLFH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�
�ΖQWHUSRO��KDYH�QRWHG�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�LQFLGHQFH�RI�YLROHQW�
FULPH�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�΂΂��ΖQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�KLJK�SURfiOH�NLOOLQJV�
RI�SURVHFXWRUV�DQG�MRXUQDOLVWV��RɝFLDOV�IURP�DFURVV�WKH�
(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�KDYH�GHWDLOHG�KRZ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�LV�
XQGHUPLQLQJ�SXEOLF�RUGHU�DQG�GHJUDGLQJ�GHPRFUDF\�΂΂�
&LW\�OHDGHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�PHGLD�DV�GHFU\LQJ�
D�ȊFXOWXUH�RI�FULPH�DQG�YLROHQFHȋ�WKDW�LV�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�
perceptions of insecurity΂΂��DQG�D�JURZLQJ�FKRUXV�RI�DQD-
O\VWV�KDV�GHVFULEHG�YLROHQW�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DV�D�VWUDWHJLF�
WKUHDW�IRU�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�΂΂�

1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�KHDGOLQHV�RQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�
YLROHQFH��(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�UHSRUW�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�ORZ�
OHYHOV�RI�KRPLFLGH�ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�
$PHULFDV�DQG�$IULFD��ΖQGHHG��WKH�UHJLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�
(XURSH�ZDV�����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�������DV�RSSRVHG�
WR����LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG������LQ�$IULFD��)XUWKHUPRUH��
VRPH����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�(XURSH�DUH�PDOH��
FRPSDUHG�ZLWK����SHU�FHQW�JOREDOO\�DQG�D�UHODWLYHO\�PRGHVW�
VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�DUH�fiUHDUP�UHODWHG��ΖQ�
������DW�OHDVW����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�(XURSH�ZHUH�
DWWULEXWHG�WR�fiUHDUPV��fiJXUH�����΂���DOWKRXJK�WKH�DFWXDO�
VKDUH�LV�OLNHO\�KLJKHU��VLQFH����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGHV�GLG�
QRW�KDYH�D�UHFRUGHG�PHFKDQLVP��1RQHWKHOHVV��XQOLNH�LQ�WKH�
$PHULFDV��fiUHDUPV�DUH�QRW�WKH�PRVW�SUHYDOHQW�KRPLFLGH�
PHFKDQLVP�LQ�(XURSH��)XUWKHUPRUH��DERXW����SHU�FHQW�RI�
KRPLFLGHV�DUH�HVWLPDWHG�WR�EH�UHODWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
RU�RWKHU�FULPH��fiJXUH�����D�fiJXUH�PXFK�ORZHU�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�
$PHULFDV�DQG�EHORZ�WKH�JOREDO�DYHUDJH�

The perceived increase in lethal violence connected 
WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�LQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�LV�
ZLGHO\�DWWULEXWHG�WR�D�ERRP�LQ�GUXJ�SURGXFWLRQ�LQ�6RXWK�
$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�GUXJ�PDUNHWV�LQ�(XURSH�΂�΂�$FFRUGLQJ�
WR�ΖQWHUSRO��GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�DQG�FRQVXPSWLRQ�LQ�(XURSH�
KDV�LQFUHDVHG�E\�DQ�ȊRUGHU�RI�PDJQLWXGHȋ�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�
fiYH�\HDUV��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�D�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�ULVH�LQ�YLROHQW�
FULPH�΂���7KHUH�LV�JURZLQJ�FRQFHUQ�LQ�(XURSH�DERXW�WKH�
XVH�RU�WKUHDW�RI�YLROHQFH�E\�FULPLQDO�QHWZRUNV��$�VSLNH�
LQ�VHULRXV�YLROHQW�LQFLGHQWV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH��LQ�GUXJ�PDUNHWV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��KDV�EHHQ�VHHQ�LQ�
VRPH�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�DQG�QHLJKERXULQJ�
FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV�΂���$V�H[SDQGLQJ�FRFDLQH�
DQG�FDQQDELV�PDUNHWV�LQ�(XURSH�KDYH�UHFHQWO\�DWWUDFWHG�
QHZ�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��GUXJ�UHODWHG�FRQȵLFWV�
KDYH�UHVXOWHG�LQ�SXEOLF�VKRRWLQJV��ERPELQJV��NLGQDSSLQJ�
DQG�WRUWXUH�΂��, ΂��

https://www.barrons.com/news/ecuador-declares-emergency-rule-in-major-port-to-combat-crime-f6e336ae
https://www.senado.cl/noticias/seguridad-publica/ley-nain-retamal-ya-una-realidad
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$Q�LQFUHDVLQJ�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�VXFK�YLROHQW�LQFLGHQWV�DUH�
UHSRUWHGO\�SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�\RXQJHU�DQG�OHVV�H[SHULHQFHG�
SHUSHWUDWRUV�ZKR�DUH�PRUH�LQFOLQHG�WR�XVH�YLROHQFH��LQFOXG-
LQJ�LQ�SXEOLF�VSDFHV�΂���7KLV�LQFUHDVLQJ�YLROHQFH�PD\�EH�
UHODWHG�WR�FRPSHWLWLRQ�RYHU�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�
QHWZRUNV��VKLIWLQJ�SRZHU�EDODQFHV�EHWZHHQ�ULYDO�JURXSV��
DQG�WKH�LQVWUXPHQWDO�XVH�RI�YLROHQFH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQKDQFH�
D�JURXSȇV�UHSXWDWLRQ�DQG�UHWDLQ�LWV�PDUNHW�SRVLWLRQ��

&HUWDLQ�DUHDV�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�E\�UHJLRQDO�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�
WR�EH�PRUH�DW�ULVN�RI�YLROHQW�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�WKDQ�RWKHUV��
VSHFLfiFDOO\��DUHDV�LQ�ZKLFK�GUXJ�PDUNHWV�DUH�PRUH�DEXQ-
GDQW�DUH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�KLJKHU�ULVN�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH��
-XVW�WKUHH�FRXQWULHV��%HOJLXP��WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�WKH�1HWK-
HUODQGV�DQG�6SDLQ��ZHUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
���SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�FRFDLQH�VHL]HG�LQ�(XURSH�LQ������΂��
$UHDV�RI�SDUWLFXODU�FRQFHUQ�WR�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�IRU�RUJD-
QL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�LQFOXGH�FRDVWDO�FLWLHV�ZLWK�
SRUWV�VHUYLQJ�DV�WUDQVLW�KXEV��LQFOXGLQJ�$QWZHUS��%HOJLXP���
$PVWHUGDP��5RWWHUGDP�DQG�8WUHFKW��WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�WKH�
1HWKHUODQGV���+DPEXUJ��*HUPDQ\���VPDOOHU�SRUWV�LQ�6SDLQ�
DQG�FRDVWDO�FLWLHV�LQ�6ZHGHQ�΂���1HLJKERXULQJ�FLWLHV�DUH�
DOVR�FRQVLGHUHG�SRWHQWLDOO\�DW�ULVN�RZLQJ�WR�WKHLU�ORFDWLRQ�
DORQJ�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FRUULGRUV�DQG�WKRVH�IRU�RWKHU�W\SHV�
RI�VPXJJOLQJ��

7KH�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�LQFUHDVLQJ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�
YLROHQFH�LQ�SDUWV�RI�(XURSH�LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�VWULQJ�RI�
KLJK�SURfiOH�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV��+LJKO\�YLVLEOH�
DVVDVVLQDWLRQV�WDUJHWLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�SROLWLFDO�DQG�
MXGLFLDO�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�DV�ZHOO�DV�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�MRXUQDOLVWV�
KDYH�EHHQ�UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�PHGLD�LQ�%HOJLXP�΂�΂�WKH�.LQJ-
GRP�RI�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV΂���DQG�6SDLQ�΂���ΖW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�
XQGHUOLQH��KRZHYHU��WKDW�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�%HOJLXP�
������SHU���������LQ��������WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�WKH�1HWKHU-
ODQGV��������DQG�6SDLQ��������DUH�YHU\�ORZ��)XUWKHUPRUH��
DOWKRXJK�IHZ�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�GLVDJJUHJDWH�RU�SXEOLFL]H�
RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV��LQ�WKRVH�ZKHUH�GDWD�
DUH�PDGH�DYDLODEOH��WKH�QXPEHU�WHQGV�WR�EH�H[WUHPHO\�
VPDOO�΂���$VVDVVLQDWLRQV�DQG�FRQWUDFW�NLOOLQJV�WHQG�WR�EH�
PRUH�FRPPRQ�ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�D�SUH�H[LVWLQJ�SUHVHQFH�RI�
RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�΂��

7KH�SHUFHLYHG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�YLROHQFH�LV�
VSXUULQJ�UHVSRQVHV�IURP�UHJLRQDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�HQWLWLHV�
DFURVV�(XURSH��ΖQ�������IRU�H[DPSOH��%HOJLXP��)UDQFH��
*HUPDQ\��ΖWDO\��6SDLQ�DQG�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�
ODXQFKHG�D�QHZ�FRDOLWLRQ�WR�GLVUXSW�GUXJ�VPXJJOLQJ�LQ�
SRUWV��DLUSRUWV�DQG�WUDQVSRUW�FRUULGRUV�΂�� Moreover, the 
(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�ODXQFKHG�D�PXOWL�\HDU�LQLWLDWLYH�WR�fiJKW�
VHULRXV�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH������Ȃ�������ZKLFK�LV�GHVLJQHG�
WR�GLVPDQWOH�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�VWUXFWXUHV�΂��

Organized-crime related violence in 
Swedena

6ZHGHQ�KDV�H[SHULHQFHG�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�OHYHOV�RI�JDQJ�
YLROHQFH�DQG�fiUHDUP�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV� The 
6ZHGLVK�1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�&ULPH�3UHYHQWLRQ�UHSRUWHG�
WKDW�6ZHGHQ�KDG�RQH�RI�WKH�KLJKHVW�OHYHOV�RI�fiUHDUP�UHODWHG�
GHDWKV�LQ�D�VWXG\�RI�RYHU����(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV��ΖQ�������
D�WRWDO�RI�����FDVHV�RI�OHWKDO�YLROHQFH�ZHUH�UHJLVWHUHG�LQ�
6ZHGHQ��ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�EHLQJ�XVHG�LQ����RI�WKH�REVHUYHG�
FDVHV�b

NXPEer of ΋rearP-related KoPicideV in Sweden� 
вабаȁвавв

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

7KLV�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV�LV�UHODWHG�
WR�FULPLQDO�PLOLHX[�LQ�VRFLDOO\�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�DUHDV�LQ�WKH�
FRXQWU\��$ERXW���RXW�RI����KRPLFLGHV�LQ�6ZHGHQ�RFFXU�
LQ�FULPLQDO�PLOLHX[��0RUHRYHU��D�VLJQLfiFDQW�VKDUH�RI�DOO�
UHSRUWHG�KRPLFLGHV�LV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�\RXQJ�PDOHV�DJHG�
��Ȃ����$QRWKHU�SRVVLEOH�FRQWULEXWLQJ�IDFWRU�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�
FDOOHG�WKH�ȊVRFLDO�FRQWDJLRQ�H΍HFWȋ��ZKHQ�RQH�VKRRWLQJ�
OHDGV�WR�DQRWKHU��

$OWKRXJK�UHVHDUFK�KDV�OLQNHG�WKH�ULVLQJ�OHYHO�RI�JXQ�UH-
ODWHG�YLROHQFH�WR�FRQȵLFWV�UHODWHG�WR�LOOHJDO�GUXJ�PDUNHWV��
FULPLQDO�JDQJV�DQG�D�ODFN�RI�FRQfiGHQFH�LQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�
MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��VRPH�XQFHUWDLQWLHV�SHUVLVW�DERXW�WKH�H[WHQW�
RI�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�LQ�
6ZHGHQ��ΖQGHHG��6ZHGHQ�GRHV�QRW�VXEPLW�RɝFLDO�HVWLPDWHV�
WR�812'&�RQ�WKH�VKDUH�RI�UHSRUWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DVVRFLDWHG�
ZLWK�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�RU�JDQJV��

D 6RXUFH��6ZHGLVK�1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�&ULPH�3UHYHQWLRQ��*XQ�KRPLFLGH�
LQ�6ZHGHQ�DQG�RWKHU�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�����΂��

E 7KH�VWXG\�XVHV�GDWD�IURP�(XURVWDW�DQG�WKH�:RUOG�+HDOWK�2UJDQL]DWLRQ��
6ZHGLVK�1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�&ULPH�3UHYHQWLRQ��Gun Homicide in 
Sweden and other European Countries��6WRFNKROP�����΂��
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(XURSRO��IRU�H[DPSOH��KDV�GHWHFWHG�D�ULVLQJ�LQFLGHQFH�RI�
violent incidents in the European Union, as well as the 
LQFUHDVLQJ�LPSDFW�DQG�YLVLELOLW\�RI�DFWV�RI�HJUHJLRXV�YLROHQFH��
LQFOXGLQJ�WRUWXUH��+LJK�SURfiOH�FDVHV�LQ�%HOJLXP��'HQPDUN��
ΖWDO\��6ZHGHQ�DQG�6SDLQ�VXJJHVW�D�JURZLQJ�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�
use lethal violence,΂�� not only in violent disputes between 
JDQJV�EXW�DOVR�LQ�FRQWUDFW�NLOOLQJV�DQG�DVVDVVLQDWLRQV�΂��
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Unpacking organized crime group-related homicides: evidence from incident-level 
data in South Africa

0DQ\�FRXQWULHV�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�XQDEOH�WR�SURYLGH�D�FRPSUH-
KHQVLYH�EUHDNGRZQ�RI�KRPLFLGHV�E\�WKH�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�
RI�WKH�NLOOLQJ��VXFK�DV�NLOOLQJV�UHODWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��RWKHU�
FULPHV��LQWHUSHUVRQDO�GLVSXWHV��RU�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�YLROHQFH���<HW�
WKLV�FRQWH[WXDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�NH\�WR�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�WDUJHWLQJ�RI�
KRPLFLGH�SUHYHQWLRQ�SROLFLHV�DQG�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�UHVSRQVHV��
)RU�H[DPSOH��RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�PD\�UHTXLUH�
D�FRRUGLQDWHG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UHVSRQVH��JLYHQ�WKH�FURVV�ERUGHU�
QDWXUH�RI�PDQ\�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�JURXSV��ZKLOH�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�
KRPLFLGH�PD\�UHTXLUH�D�PRUH�ORFDO�RSHUDWLRQDO�UHVSRQVH�

For these reasons, and in the absence at the country level 
RI�D�FODVVLfiFDWLRQ�RI�KRPLFLGHV�E\�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�LQ�OLQH�
ZLWK�WKH�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�&ODVVLfiFDWLRQ�RI�&ULPH�IRU�6WDWLVWLFDO�
3XUSRVHV��Ζ&&6���LW�LV�XVHIXO�WR�LGHQWLI\�D�FRUH�VHW�RI�FRUUHODWHV��
VXFK�DV�DJH�RI�YLFWLPV��PHFKDQLVP�RI�NLOOLQJ�DQG�ORFDWLRQ�RI�
NLOOLQJ��ZKLFK�FDQ�KHOS�UHVHDUFKHUV�DQG�SROLF\PDNHUV�SUHGLFW�
ZKHWKHU�D�NLOOLQJ�ZDV�UHODWHG�RU�XQUHODWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�

7KH�6RXWK�$IULFDQ�3ROLFH�6HUYLFH��6$36��RI�:HVWHUQ�&DSH�SURY-
ince has provided UNODC with an incident-level dataset on 
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�a�ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�FRQWDLQLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
DERXW�WKH�SURfiOH�RI�YLFWLPV�VXFK�DV�WKHLU�JHQGHU��DJH�DQG�UDFH��
WKH�GDWDVHW�DOVR�FODVVLfiHV�HDFK�KRPLFLGH�E\�ȊPRWLYH�RI�NLOOLQJȋ��
7KLV�YDULDEOH�HQDEOHV�D�JURXSLQJ�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�UHFRUGHG�
LQ�WKH�GDWDVHW�LQWR�WZR�JURXSV��RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�DQG�
QRQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�KRPLFLGHV��7KH�GDWH��WLPH��GD\�RI�WKH�
ZHHN��SODFH�RI�RFFXUUHQFH�DQG�YLFLQLW\�RI�WKH�NLOOLQJV�DUH�DOVR�
FDSWXUHG�LQ�WKH�GDWDVHW��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�DOO�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPL-
FLGHV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�:HVWHUQ�&DSH�IURP�$SULO������WR�0DUFK�
������DPRXQWLQJ�WR�������YLFWLPV�LQ�WRWDO�

:KLOH�WKH�GDWD�IURP�WKH�:HVWHUQ�&DSH�FDQ�R΍HU�VRPH�LPSRUW-
DQW�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�WKH�SURfiOH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�
6RXWK�$IULFD��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�KLJKOLJKW�WKDW�WKH�fiQGLQJV�PD\�
not necessarily apply to other South African provinces, or 
EH\RQG��7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH�WKH�:HVWHUQ�&DSH�WHQGV�WR�KDYH�WKH�
ODUJHVW�QXPEHU��DQG�VKDUH��RI�JDQJ�UHODWHG�PXUGHUV�RI�DOO�WKH�
SURYLQFHV�RI�6RXWK�$IULFDQ��'XULQJ�WKH�fiUVW�TXDUWHU�RI�������

D ΖQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�ȊPXUGHUVȋ�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFDQ�3ROLFH�
6HUYLFH�VWDWLVWLFV�

E 6RPH�������PXUGHUV�RXW�RI�D�WRWDO�RI�������PXUGHUV�QDWLRQDOO\�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�
TXDUWHU�RI������ZHUH�FODVVLILHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�PRWLYH�RI�NLOOLQJ��ȊFDXVDWLYH�
IDFWRUVȋ���'LIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�SURYLQFHV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�DQG�VKDUH�
RI�FODVVLILHG�PXUGHUV�PD\�DOVR�UHIOHFW�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�SURYLQFHV�LQ�
WKHLU�FDSDFLW\�WR�FODVVLI\�PXUGHUV��6HH�6RXWK�$IULFD��6RXWK�$IULFDQ�3ROLFH�
6HUYLFH��Ȋ3ROLFH�UHFRUGHG�FULPH�VWDWLVWLFV��5HSXEOLF�RI�6RXWK�$IULFDȋ��������

IRU�H[DPSOH��DURXQG����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�WKH�FODVVLfiHG�JDQJ�UH-
ODWHG�PXUGHUV�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�:HVWHUQ�&DSH�b

Results
7KH�DERYH�fiJXUH�VKRZV�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�PRWLYHV�RI�NLOO-
LQJ�LQ�WKH�GDWDVHW��:KLOH�WKH�ȊJDQJ�UHODWHGȋ�FDWHJRU\�FDQ�EH�
XVHG�DV�D�SUR[\�IRU�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV��DOO�WKH�
RWKHUV�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�QRQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV��
1RQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�LQFOXGH��IRU�H[DPSOH��
KRPLFLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�RU�
LQWHUSHUVRQDO�GLVSXWHV��ΖQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�VRPH�������KRPLFLGHV��
RU�DURXQG����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�WKH�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�GDWDVHW��WKH�
PRWLYH�FRXOG�QRW�EH�VSHFLfiHG�E\�WKH�SROLFH��WKHVH�REVHUYDWLRQV�
DUH�RPLWWHG�IURP�WKH�DQDO\VLV��

$V�LQ�PDQ\�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�
WKH�:HVWHUQ�&DSH�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�PDOH�WKDQ�IHPDOH��ΖW�LV�
QRWHZRUWK\��KRZHYHU��WKDW�PDOH�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�LV�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�PRUH�
OLNHO\�ZKHQ�D�NLOOLQJ�LV�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG��������SHU�FHQW��
WKDQ�ZKHQ�LW�LV�QRQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG��������SHU�FHQW��c
ΖQ�WHUPV�RI�DJH�SURfiOH��YLFWLPV�DUH�PRVWO\�FRQFHQWUDWHG�LQ�WKH�
DJH�UDQJH���Ȃ���\HDUV��ERWK�DPRQJ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�
KRPLFLGHV�DQG�QRQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV��fiJXUH�
EHORZ���+RZHYHU��WKH�DJH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�DPRQJ�QRQ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�LV�PXFK�EURDGHU�DQG�LQFOXGHV�PDQ\�
PRUH�YLFWLPV�LQ�WKH�ROGHU�DJH�UDQJHV��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�D�VLJQLfi-
FDQW�GL΍HUHQFH�LQ�WKH�DYHUDJH��PHDQ��DJH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�
JURXSV��WKH�PHDQ�DJH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�
YLFWLPV�LV�ORZHU�������\HDUV��WKDQ�RI�WKRVH�RI�QRQ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�������\HDUV��d

F %HFDXVH�WKH�RXWFRPH�YDULDEOH�DQG�FRUUHODWHV�DUH�FDWHJRULFDO��FKL�VTXDUHG�
WHVWV�DUH�XVHG�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DQG�QRQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�
VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQLILFDQW��S������΂

G S������΂�

H 'XULQJ�$SDUWKHLG��WKH�UDFLDO�FDWHJRU\�Ȋ&RORXUHGȋ�ZDV�VRFLDOO\�FRQVWUXFWHG�
E\�WKH�UHJLPH�WR�GLIIHUHQWLDWH�EHWZHHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�FRQVLGHUHG�EODFN�
SHRSOH�DQG�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDG�PL[HG�UDFH�DQFHVWU\��$VLDQV��HVSHFLDOO\�
ΖQGLDQV��DQG�VRPH�OLJKWHU�VNLQQHG�6RXWKHUQ�$IULFDQ�HWKQLF�JURXSV��ΖQ�WKH�
΂���V��GXH�WR�WKH�DSDUWKHLG�HUD�*URXS�$UHDV�$FW��PDQ\�PL[HG�UDFH�
households were forcibly relocated to areas like the Cape Flats, which 
EHFDPH�PDUJLQDOL]HG�DQG�HFRQRPLFDOO\�GLVDGYDQWDJHG��6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��
0DF0DVWHU��/���Ȋ6RFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�HPDVFXODWLRQ�DV�FRQWULEXWLQJ�IDFWRUV�
WR�JDQJVWHULVP�RQ�WKH�&DSH�)ODWVȋ��Scriptura: Journal for Contextual 
Hermeneutics in Southern Africa, vol. 95.�1R��΂����������SS�����Ȃ����

Share of murders, by motive of killing, Western Cape 
SroYince� $Sril ваваȁ0arcK вавб
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homicide, Western Cape province, South Africa, 
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Organized crime-related violence in
South Africa and the Sahel: two case 
studies in Africa
7KH�DQDO\VHV�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�DQG�WKH�6DKHO�UHJLRQ��
LQ�WKH�WH[W�ER[HV�RQ�SDJHV�����DQG�����RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU��
LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�W\SH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH�WKDW�
PD\�DOVR�D΍HFW�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�$IULFD�

Sociopolitical homicide
6RFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGH�LV�D�W\SRORJ\�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
UHODWHG�WR�VRFLDO�SUHMXGLFH��SROLWLFDO�DLPV��FLYLO�XQUHVW�DQG�
RWKHU�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�DJHQGDV��LQFOXGLQJ�YLJLODQWH�NLOOLQJV��
XQODZIXO�NLOOLQJV�E\�WKH�SROLFH�DQG�NLOOLQJV�GXH�WR�FRP-
PXQDOLVP�΂���FDVWHLVP�DQG�FODVV�FRQȵLFWV� Sociopolitical 
KRPLFLGH�FRYHUV�NLOOLQJV�E\�WHUURULVW�JURXSV�DQG�WKH�WDUJHWHG�
NLOOLQJV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV��LQFOXGLQJ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV��
HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV��FRPPXQLW\�OHDGHUV�DQG�YXOQHU-
DEOH�SURIHVVLRQDOV��VXFK�DV�MRXUQDOLVWV�DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�
DLG�ZRUNHUV��*OREDOO\��DYDLODEOH�GDWD�RQ�WKLV�KRPLFLGH�W\SH�
DUH�YHU\�OLPLWHG��ZLWK�OHVV�WKDQ�D�fiIWK�RI�FRXQWULHV�UHSRUW-
LQJ�RQ�WKLV�KRPLFLGH�W\SH�WR�812'&�WKURXJK�WKH�8QLWHG�
1DWLRQV�6XUYH\V�RQ�&ULPH�7UHQGV�DQG�WKH�2SHUDWLRQV�RI�
&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�6\VWHPV��81�&76���$V�KLJKOLJKWHG�E\�WKH�
H[DPSOHV�RI�1LJHULD�DQG�0DOL�RQ�SDJHV����DQG�����RI�WKLV�
FKDSWHU��KRZHYHU��VRFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGHV�PD\�UHSUHVHQW�
D�VLJQLfiFDQW�VKDUH�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�
VSRUDGLF�RU�FKURQLF�SROLWLFDO�LQVWDELOLW\�UHVXOWV�LQ�PDQ\�
LQWHQWLRQDO�NLOOLQJV��

$�NH\�JURXS�WDUJHWHG�IRU�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�PRWLYHV�DUH�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV��ZKR�HQFRPSDVV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�SHRSOH�
DFWLQJ�WR�SURPRWH�RU�SURWHFW�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LQ�D�SHDFHIXO�
PDQQHU�΂���7KH\�LQFOXGH�DFWLYLVWV�FDOOLQJ�IRU�DQ�HQG�WR�VXP-
PDU\�H[HFXWLRQV��WRUWXUH��DUELWUDU\�DUUHVW��GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
DQG�IRUFHG�HYLFWLRQV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DGYRFDWH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�OLIH��
IRRG��ZDWHU�DQG�D�KHDOWK\�HQYLURQPHQW��$OWKRXJK�PDQ\�
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�RSHUDWH�DW�WKH�JOREDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�
OHYHOV�ZKHQ�VHHNLQJ�WR�LQȵXHQFH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SROLF\��PRVW�
ZRUN�DW�WKH�ORFDO�OHYHO��ZKHUH�WKH\�LQYHVWLJDWH�DQG�UHSRUW�
RQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV�DQG�VXSSRUW�YLFWLPV��

ΖQ�VRPH�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�IDFH�
VHULRXV�WKUHDWV�DQG�YXOQHUDELOLWLHV��6LQFH�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI�
WKH�'HFODUDWLRQ�RQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�LQ������΂��
WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6SHFLDO�5DSSRUWHXU�RQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
GHIHQGHUV�KDV�UHSHDWHGO\�VWUHVVHG�WKH�WKUHDWV�IDFLQJ�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�LQ�VHWWLQJV�ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�
DQG�VHYHUH�FLYLO�XQUHVW�DQG�ZKHUH�OHJDO�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�
SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�JXDUDQWHHV�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DUH�QRW�IXOO\�
DVVXUHG�΂�΂�3DUWLFXODU�ULVNV�VLQJOHG�RXW�E\�WKH�6SHFLDO�5DS-
SRUWHXU�LQFOXGH�H[HFXWLRQV��WRUWXUH��DUELWUDU\�GHWHQWLRQ��
GHDWK�WKUHDWV�DQG�UHVWULFWLRQV�RI�IUHHGRP�RI�PRYHPHQW�
DQG�H[SUHVVLRQ�΂����ULVNV�WKDW�QRW�RQO\�D΍HFW�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
GHIHQGHUV�EXW�DOVR�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�DQG�DVVRFLDWHV��ΖQ�JHQ-
HUDO��WUHQGV�LQ�NLOOLQJV�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�FORVHO\�
SDUDOOHO�WKRVH�LQ�NLOOLQJV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�DQG�
RI�MRXUQDOLVWV�

ΖQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�HWKQLF�JURXS�RI�YLFWLPV��������SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�
YLFWLPV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�DUH�Ȋ&RORXUHGȋe

DV�DUH�������SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�QRQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UH-
ODWHG�KRPLFLGH��ZLWK�WKH�Ȋ&RORXUHGȋ�SRSXODWLRQ�PDNLQJ�XS�
URXJKO\���SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�RYHUDOO�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�
&DSH�f�-XVW������SHU�FHQW�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPL-
FLGH�YLFWLPV�DUH�Ȋ%ODFN�$IULFDQȋ��EXW�Ȋ%ODFN�$IULFDQVȋ�PDNH�
XS�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�ODUJHU�VKDUH�RI�YLFWLPV�RI�QRQ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��������SHU�FHQW���ZLWK�WKH�JURXS�
DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�WRWDO�SRS-
XODWLRQ��Ȋ$VLDQȋ�LV�WKH�OHDVW�OLNHO\�UDFLDO�JURXS�LQ�WKH�GDWDVHW�
WR�IDOO�YLFWLP�WR�ERWK�WKHVH�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGH��IROORZHG�
E\�Ȋ:KLWHȋ��ZLWK�Ȋ:KLWHVȋ�DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�OHVV�WKDQ����SHU�
FHQW�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�&DSH�DQG�Ȋ$VLDQVȋ�
DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�OHVV�WKDQ���SHU�FHQW��

ΖQ� WHUPV� RI� WKH� KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVP�� QRQ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�URXJKO\�HTXDOO\�GLVWULEXWHG�
EHWZHHQ�NLOOLQJV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV��������SHU�FHQW��
DQG�ZLWKRXW�fiUHDUPV��������SHU�FHQW���%\�FRQWUDVW��MXVW������
SHU�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�ZHUH�FRQGXFWHG�
ZLWKRXW�fiUHDUPV��ZKLOH�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\��������SHU�FHQW��
ZHUH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�J

ΖQ�WHUPV�RI�WLPLQJ��ZHHNHQGV�RU�VSHFLfiF�ZHHNGD\V�DUH�QRW�
VLJQLfiFDQW�SUHGLFWRUV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�h
/RFDWLRQ�DQG�YLFLQLW\�DUH�VLJQLfiFDQW��KRZHYHU��ΖQ�WHUPV�RI�
ORFDWLRQ��RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�LV�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�
WDNH�SODFH�LQVLGH�D�EXLOGLQJ��������SHU�FHQW��WKDQ�QRQ�RU-
JDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH��������SHU�FHQW��i�ΖQ�WHUPV�
RI�YLFLQLW\��WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�
KRPLFLGHV�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�LQ�XUEDQ�VXEXUEV��������SHU�FHQW��
IROORZHG�E\�IRUPDO�LQIRUPDO�UHVLGHQWLDO�DUHDV��������SHU�
FHQW���%\�FRQWUDVW��DOPRVW�KDOI��������SHU�FHQW��RI�QRQ�RU-
JDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�LQ�IRUPDO�
LQIRUPDO�UHVLGHQWLDO�DUHDV�DQG�RQH�LQ�fiYH��������SHU�FHQW��LQ�
XUEDQ�VXEXUEV��IROORZHG�E\�LQIRUPDO�VHWWOHPHQWV�VTXDWWHU�
FDPSV��������SHU�FHQW��DQG�UXUDO�VXEXUEV��������SHU�FHQW��j
)LQDOO\��PXOWLYDULDWH�UHJUHVVLRQ�DQDO\VLV�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�
VH[�DQG�HWKQLFLW\�RI�YLFWLPV�DQG�WKH�XVH�RI�fiUHDUPV�DUH�WKH�
VWURQJHVW�SUHGLFWRUV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�
LQ�WKH�GDWDVHW�k

7KLV�H[SORUDWRU\�DQDO\VLV�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�FRUUHODWHV�VXFK�DV�
WKH�VH[��DJH�DQG�HWKQLF�JURXS�RI�YLFWLPV��KRPLFLGH�PHFK-
DQLVP�DQG�ORFDWLRQ�YLFLQLW\�RI�KRPLFLGH�FRXOG�EH�XVHG�WR�
SUHGLFW�ZKHWKHU�D�KRPLFLGH�KDV�EHHQ�FRPPLWWHG�LQ�WKH�
FRQWH[W�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�RU�QRW��ΖQ�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV��VXFK�
FRUUHODWHV�DUH�PRUH�UHDGLO\�DYDLODEOH�WKDQ�D�FODVVLfiFDWLRQ�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�E\�ȊVLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[Wȋ��DQG�WKHVH�FRUUHODWHV�
could in turn be used to draw inferences about the likely 
VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�WKDW�DUH�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG��*RLQJ�
IRUZDUG��LW�ZLOO�EH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHSOLFDWH�WKLV�W\SH�RI�DQDO\VLV�
XVLQJ�LQFLGHQW�OHYHO�GDWD�IURP�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�DQG�FRQWH[WV��
VR�WKDW�D�FRUH�VHW�RI�SUHGLFWRUV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�UHODWHG�
KRPLFLGH�WKDW�DUH�DSSOLFDEOH�DFURVV�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH�FDQ�
EH�HVWDEOLVKHG�

I 3RSXODWLRQ�JURXS�VKDUHV�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH���΂΂�&HQVXV��6WDWLVWLFV�6RXWK�
$IULFD��Ȋ6WDWLVWLFV�E\�3ODFHȋ��

J S������΂�

K S� ������

L S������΂�

j S������΂�

N 7KH�ORJLVWLF�UHJUHVVLRQ�PRGHO�LQFOXGHV�YLFWLP�VH[��DJH��UDFH��PHFKDQLVP�
RI�NLOOLQJ��ZHHNGD\��SODFH��YLFLQLW\��DQG�DQ�LQVLGH�RXWVLGH�YDULDEOH�DV�
SUHGLFWRUV��



122 4  ––  UNDERSTANDING HOMICIDE

The nexus between organized crime, conflict and violence in the Sahel 

Violent incidents in the Sahel countries of Burkina Faso, Chad, 
0DOL��0DXULWDQLD�DQG�WKH�1LJHU�UHVXOWHG�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ�������
FDVXDOWLHV�LQ������a�$�UDQJH�RI�PXWXDOO\�UHLQIRUFLQJ�IDFWRUV�
KDYH�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�ERWK�LQVXUJHQF\�DQG�
EDQGLWU\�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�LQWHUFRPPXQDO�WHQVLRQV�RYHU�
VFDUFH�UHVRXUFHV��ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�KDYH�FUHDWHG�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�
FRQGXFLYH�WR�WKH�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��2WKHU�HOH-
PHQWV�WKDW�KDYH�HQDEOHG�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�LOOLFLW�HFRQRPLHV�
WR�ȵRXULVK�LQFOXGH�OLPLWHG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FRPPXQLWLHV�WR�
VXVWDLQ�WKHLU�OLYHOLKRRGV�DQG�ZHDN�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�FDSDFLW\�

7KHUH�LV�QR�FOHDU�GHOLQHDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�FULPH�DQG�FRQȵLFW�LQ�
WKH�6DKHO�FRXQWULHV�DQG�fiUHDUPV�DUH�DQ�HQDEOHU�RI�ERWK�SKH-
QRPHQD��$UPHG�JURXSV�RI�PHQ�HQJDJH�LQ�GL΍HUHQW�W\SHV�RI�
YLROHQW�DQG�DFTXLVLWLYH�FULPH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��ZKLFK�KDV�NQRZQ�
VHYHUDO�SHULRGV�RI�XSKHDYDO�VLQFH�WKH�����V��fiJXUH�EHORZ���
7KH�IROORZLQJ�PXWXDOO\�UHLQIRUFLQJ�IDFWRUV�KDYH�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�
WKH�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�RI�ERWK�LQVXUJHQF\�DQG�EDQGLWU\�LQ�WKH�6DKHO��
OHDGLQJ�WR�LQWHUFRPPXQDO�WHQVLRQV��YLROHQFH�EHWZHHQ�IDUPHUV�
DQG�KHUGHUV��YLROHQW�UHOLJLRXV�H[WUHPLVP�DQG�FRPSHWLWLRQ�RYHU�
VFDUFH�UHVRXUFHV�VXFK�DV�ZDWHU�DQG�DUDEOH�ODQG��7KH�ORQJHU�
WKH�SHULRGV�RI�LQVHFXULW\��WKH�PRUH�OLNHO\�SHRSOH�DUH�WR�WDNH�
XS�DUPV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHIHQG�WKHPVHOYHV��ΖQ�VXFK�LQVWDQFHV��WKH�
PRWLYDWLRQ�EHKLQG�FULPLQDO�DFWV�EHFRPHV�EOXUUHG��PDNLQJ�LW�
GLɝFXOW�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�FULPLQDO�RU�SROLWLFDO�PRWLYHV�b

ΖQWHUFRPPXQDO�YLROHQFH�EHWZHHQ�DJUDULDQ�DQG�SDVWRUDOLVW�
FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�:HVW�DQG�1RUWK�&HQWUDO�]RQHV�RI�
1LJHULD��ZKLFK�LV�IXHOHG�E\�FULPLQDO�JURXSV��UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�
VLQJOH�JUHDWHVW�VRXUFH�RI�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�YLROHQW�LQFL-
GHQWV�LQ�:HVW�$IULFD�c�IROORZHG�E\�FODVKHV�EHWZHHQ�DUPHG�
JURXSV�DQG�SUR�JRYHUQPHQWDO�IRUFHV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�DQDO\VHV�
E\�WKH�$UPHG�&RQȵLFW�/RFDWLRQ�	�(YHQW�'DWD�3URMHFW��$&/('���
LQWHUFRPPXQDO�YLROHQFH�KDV�NLOOHG�PRUH�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�
(DVW�RI�1LJHULD�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�WKDQ�%RNR�+DUDP�DQG�ΖVODPLF�
6WDWH�:HVW�$IULFD�3URYLQFH��Ζ6:$3���

6DKHOLDQ�DUPHG�JURXSV�KDYH�DOVR�EHFRPH�LQYROYHG�LQ�YDUL-
RXV�IRUPV�RI�EDQGLWU\��VXFK�DV�FDWWOH�UXVWOLQJ��UREEHULHV�DQG�
NLGQDSSLQJV��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�IXHOLQJ�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�6DKHO�E\�
HVFDODWLQJ�H[LVWLQJ�LQWHUFRPPXQDO�WHQVLRQV�d Groups of bandits 
DQG�WUDɝFNHUV�KDYH�H[SDQGHG�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�DQG�DUH�fiJKWLQJ�IRU�
FRQWURO�RYHU�WUDGH�URXWHV�e�$OO�WKHVH�JURXSV�UHTXLUH�fiUHDUPV�
DQG�DPPXQLWLRQ�WR�VXVWDLQ�WKHLU�LOOLFLW�DFWLYLWLHV��DQG�DV�WKHLU�
QXPEHUV�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG��VR�WRR�KDYH�EXVLQHVV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
IRU�DUPV�WUDɝFNHUV�LQ�WKH�6DKHO�FRXQWULHV��

D Ȋ)LUHDUPV�WUDIILFNLQJ�LQ�WKH�6DKHOȋ��7UDQVQDWLRQDO�2UJDQL]HG�&ULPH�
$VVHVVPHQW�Ȃ�6DKHO��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

E )RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�
DQG�NLOOLQJV�UHODWHG�WR�FRQIOLFWV�ZDUV��VHH�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�

F &RQIOLFW�$UPDPHQW�5HVHDUFK��UHIHUULQJ�WR�$&/('�GDWD��DUJXHV��ȊΖQFOXGLQJ�
UHSULVDO�DWWDFNV��1LJHULDȇV�KHUGHUȂIDUPHU�FRQIOLFW�NLOOHG�PRUH�SHRSOH�LQ���΂��
WKDQ�%RNR�+DUDP�DQG�WKH�ΖVODPLF�6WDWH�LQ�:HVW�$IULFD��ΖQGHHG��WKH�FODVKHV�
FODLPHG����SHU�FHQW�PRUH�OLYHV�WKDQ�ΖVODPLVW�DWWDFNV�LQ�%XUNLQD�)DVR��0DOL��
DQG�WKH�1LJHU�FRPELQHG�ȋ�6HH�&RQIOLFW�$UPDPHQW�5HVHDUFK��Ȋ1LJHULDȇV�
KHUGHU�IDUPHU�FRQIOLFWȋ��([SORUH�WKH�GDWD��-DQXDU\������

G Ȋ:LWK�DUPHG�FRQIOLFW�LQ�FHQWUDO�DQG�QRUWKHUQ�0DOL��UXUDO�EDQGLWU\�DSSHDUHG�
WR�EH�PRUH�FORVHO\�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�RI�GLIIHUHQW�QRQ�VWDWH�DUPHG�
JURXSV�WKDQ�WR�WHUURULVW�JURXSV�VSHFLILFDOO\�ȋ�Pastoralism and Security in 
West Africa and the Sahel: Towards Peaceful Coexistence (United Nations 
3XEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

H ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�&ULVLV�*URXS��Ȋ*HWWLQJ�D�JULS�RQ�FHQWUDO�6DKHOȇV�JROG�UXVKȋ��
5HSRUW�QR������$IULFD��΂��1RYHPEHU���΂��

ΖQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W��WKH�YLFLRXV�F\FOH�LQ�WKH�6DKHO�f�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�
fiUHDUPV�WUDɝFNLQJ�DQG�FRQȵLFW��EHFRPHV�DSSDUHQW��DV�FRQ-
ȵLFW�HQDEOHV�fiUHDUPV�WUDɝFNLQJ�DQG�fiUHDUPV�WUDɝFNLQJ�LQ�
WXUQ�HQDEOHV�FRQȵLFW��$QRWKHU�HQDEOHU�RI�fiUHDUPV�WUDɝFNLQJ�
LV�OLPLWHG�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�FDSDFLW\�LQ�WKH�6DKHO�FRXQWULHV��
PHDQLQJ�WKDW�RQO\�D�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�R΍HQGHUV�DUH�DSSUH-
KHQGHG��FRQYLFWHG�DQG�LPSULVRQHG��UHODWLYH�WR�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�
FRXQWULHVȇ�SRSXODWLRQV�

(YLGHQFH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�fiUHDUPV�WUDɝFNHG�
LQ�WKH�6DKHO�DUH�SURFXUHG�ZLWKLQ�$IULFD��DOWKRXJK�VRPH�ZHDSRQV�
DUH�SURFXUHG�DORQJ�ORQJ�UDQJH�WUDɝFNLQJ�URXWHV��LQFOXGLQJ�E\�
DLU�IURP�)UDQFH�DQG�IURP�7¾UNL\H�YLD�1LJHULD�J

2UJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�LOOLFLW�PDUNHWV�JHQHUDWH�FRQȵLFWV�DQG�
LQVHFXULW\�LQ�WKH�6DKHO��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�DQ�HQDEOLQJ�IDFWRU�LQ�
JHQHUDWLQJ�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�FRQȵLFW�DQG�FDQ�XQGHUPLQH�H΍RUWV�WR�
UHVROYH�FRQȵLFWV��<HW�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�DQ\�W\SH�
RI�LOOLFLW�HFRQRP\�FDQ�DOVR�SOD\�LPSRUWDQW�UROHV�DV�OLYHOLKRRG�
SURYLGHUV�LQ�FRQWH[WV�ZKHUH�DOWHUQDWLYHV�DUH�VFDUFH�DQG�FDQ�
WKHUHIRUH�DFW�DV�VWDELOL]DWLRQ�DQG�ORFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�GULYHUV�h
7KLV�LV�WUXH�RI�D�UDQJH�RI�LOOLFLW�DFWLYLWLHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�6DKHO��LQFOXGLQJ�DUWLVDQDO�JROG�PLQLQJ�DQG�WKH�
VPXJJOLQJ�RI�PLJUDQWV��9LROHQFH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�LV�DOVR�GULYHQ�
E\�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�PLJUDWLRQ��ZKLFK�KDYH�EHHQ�FRPSRXQGHG�E\�
RQJRLQJ�FRQȵLFWV�LQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�6DKHO�FRXQWULHV��

5HIXJHHV�DQG�PLJUDQWV�LQ�WKH�6DKHO�FRXQWULHV�DUH�VXEMHFWHG�
WR�H[SORLWDWLRQ�DQG�DEXVH�GXULQJ�WKHLU�PLJUDWLRQ�WKURXJK�WKH�
&HQWUDO�6DKHO��LUUHVSHFWLYH�RI�ZKHWKHU�VPXJJOHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�
LQYROYHG��$V�D�PDWWHU�RI�IDFW��PLJUDQWV�DQG�UHIXJHHV�DUH�PRUH�

I )RU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�DQDO\VLV��Ȋ6DKHO�FRXQWULHVȋ�UHIHUV�WR�%XUNLQD�)DVR��
&KDG��0DOL��0DXULWDQLD�DQG�WKH�1LJHU�

J 6HH�&RQIOLFW�$UPDPHQW�5HVHDUFK��Ȋ1LJHULDȇV�KHUGHU�IDUPHU�FRQIOLFWȋ��
([SORUH�WKH�GDWD��-DQXDU\�������DQG�&RQIOLFW�$UPDPHQW�5HVHDUFK��
Ȋ:HDSRQV�VXSSOLHV�IXHOOLQJ�WHUURULVP�LQ�WKH�/DNH�&KDG�FULVLVȋ�����0D\������

K 7KH�UROH�RI�LOOHJDO�DFWLYLWLHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DV�OLYHOLKRRG�
SURYLGHUV�LV�ZLGHO\�UHFRJQL]HG��LQFOXGLQJ�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�GUXJ�SURGXFWLRQ��
ZKLFK�LV�DGGUHVVHG�WKURXJK�DOWHUQDWLYH�GHYHORSPHQW�GHVFULEHG�DV�
ȊFRQYHQWLRQDO�UXUDO�GHYHORSPHQW�DSSOLHG�WR�D�GUXJ�SURGXFWLRQ�DUHDȋ��6HH��
IRU�H[DPSOH��World Drug Report 2015, Booklet 2 (United Nations publication, 
��΂���

Number of fatalities in the Sahel countries per year, 
бййзȁвавв

6RXUFH��$UPHG�&RQȵLFW�/RFDWLRQ�	�(YHQW�'DWD�3URMHFW��$&/('��IRU�%XUNLQD�
)DVR��&KDG��0DOL��0DXULWDQLD�DQG�WKH�1LJHU�EHWZHHQ�΂�-DQXDU\�΂����DEG�΂��
1RYHPEHU������
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�����΂���*OREDO�:LWQHVV�HPSOR\V�D�PXOWLSURQJHG�DSSURDFK�
WR�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�LWV�GDWDVHW��KRPLFLGHV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
defenders are searched for on national and international 
GDWDEDVHV��PHGLD�DOHUWV�DUH�VHW�XS�DQG�LQ�FRXQWU\�ORFDO�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DUH�FRQWDFWHG�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�΂�� There 
DUH�OLPLWDWLRQV�WR�WKLV�PHWKRGRORJ\��ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW�
WKH�RYHUDOO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�UHSRUWHG�LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�
ORZHU�WKDQ�WKH�DFWXDO�QXPEHU�DQG�WKHUH�LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�D�
JHRJUDSKLF�ELDV�WR�WKH�GDWD��)RU�H[DPSOH��VLQFH�WKH�GDWD�
FROOHFWLRQ�RI�*OREDO�:LWQHVV�SDUWO\�UHOLHV�RQ�WKH�UHSRUWLQJ�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�E\�WKH�PHGLD�
and civil society, in places without a free press and/or an 
LQGHSHQGHQW�FLYLO�VRFLHW\��KRPLFLGHV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
GHIHQGHUV�PD\�JR�XQUHSRUWHG��&RQYHUVHO\��WKHUH�PD\�EH�
VRPH�ELDV�LQ�WKH�GDWD�GXH�WR�WKH�SROLWLFDO�OHDQLQJV�RI�WKH�
PHGLD�RU�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�VRXUFHV��)XUWKHUPRUH��HQYLURQPHQWDO�
GHIHQGHUV�DUH�RIWHQ�DFWLYH�LQ�UHPRWH�SODFHV��ZKLFK�PD\�
QRW�KDYH�GLJLWDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�RU�EH�FRQQHFWHG�WR�FLYLO�
VRFLHW\�QHWZRUNV��IXUWKHU�FRPSRXQGLQJ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�
WKDW�DQ\�VXFK�KRPLFLGHV�JR�XQUHSRUWHG�RU�XQUHFRUGHG�
DQG�WKXV�IDLO�WR�EH�FROOHFWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�*OREDO�:LWQHVV�
PHWKRGRORJ\��

'HVSLWH�WKHVH�OLPLWDWLRQV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�*OREDO�:LWQHVV�
WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�������NLOOLQJV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQG-
HUV�JOREDOO\�VLQFH�������WDEOH�����ZLWK����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�
YLFWLPV�EHLQJ�LQGLJHQRXV�DQG����SHU�FHQW�EHLQJ�ZRPHQ��
7KH�$PHULFDV�DSSHDUV�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKRVH�
KRPLFLGHV��ZLWK����SHU�RI�WKH�WRWDO��IROORZHG�E\�$VLD��ZLWK�
���SHU�FHQW��$IULFD��ZLWK���SHU�FHQW��DQG�(XURSH�DQG�2FH-
DQLD��HDFK�ZLWK�OHVV�WKDQ���SHU�FHQW��

Factors in cross-country variations in 
homicides of environmental defenders
(YLGHQFH�WKDW�FDQ�H[SODLQ�YDULDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHU�KRPLFLGHV�UHPDLQV�OLPLWHG�DFURVV�
FRXQWULHV�DQG�PRUH�UHVHDUFK�LV�QHHGHG�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�
FUHDWLRQ�RI�SUHYHQWLRQ�PHDVXUHV��KRZHYHU��DYDLODEOH�LQIRU-
PDWLRQ�SURYLGHV�VRPH�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�WKH�SRVVLEOH�IDFWRUV�
WKDW�GULYH�WKLV�W\SH�RI�KRPLFLGH�

7KH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6SHFLDO�5DSSRUWHXU�RQ�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�
DQG�WKH�(QYLURQPHQW�OLQNHG�WKUHH�FRQWULEXWRU\�IDFWRUV�WR�
WKH�YXOQHUDELOLW\�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�EDVHG�RQ�
UHJLRQDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQV�DQG�H[LVWLQJ�UHVHDUFK�����D�JURZLQJ�
JOREDO�GHPDQG�IRU�H[WUDFWLRQ�DQG�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�QDWXUDO�
UHVRXUFHV�����D�ODFN�RI�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�DQG�OHJDO�UHFRJQLWLRQ�
RI�WKH�JURXSV�WKDW�DUH�RIWHQ�PRVW�D΍HFWHG�E\�WKLV�LQFUHDV-
LQJ�GHPDQG��DQG����ZHDN�RU�FRUUXSW�OHJDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�WKDW�
FUHDWH�D�FXOWXUH�RI�LPSXQLW\�΂��

6RPH�VFKRODUV�KDYH�H[SORUHG�WKHVH�WKUHH�IDFWRUV�IXUWKHU��
OLQNLQJ�MXGLFLDO�FRUUXSWLRQ�DQG�UHODWHG�LPSXQLW\�WR�KRPLFLGHV�
RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�΂���)RUHLJQ�GLUHFW�LQYHVWPHQW��
WKH�QHW�DPRXQW�RI�GHIRUHVWDWLRQ��D�ODUJH�VKDUH�RI�LQGLJHQRXV�
SRSXODWLRQV�DQG�HPSRZHUHG�ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�DUH�DOVR�
IDFWRUV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�NLOOLQJV�RI�HQYLURQ-

OLNHO\�WR�VX΍HU�DEXVH�RU�YLROHQFH�DW�WKH�KDQGV�RI�DUPHG�
JURXSV�DQG�FULPLQDO�JDQJV��DV�ZHOO�DV�ERUGHU�RɝFLDOV�DQG�
VHFXULW\�IRUFHV��WKDQ�WKH�VPXJJOHUV�WKHPVHOYHV��

7KHUH�DUH�YDULRXV�FRQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�DUPHG�JURXSV�DQG�
PLJUDQW�VPXJJOLQJ�LQ�WKH�6DKHO�FRXQWULHV��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�LQ�
&KDG�DQG�0DOL��(YHQ�WKRXJK�VRPH�VPXJJOHUV�DUH�DɝOLDWHG�
WR�DUPHG�JURXSV��WKRVH�JURXSV�GR�QRW�GLUHFWO\�HQJDJH�LQ�
PLJUDQW�VPXJJOLQJ��7KH\�H[WUDFW�PRQH\�IURP�VPXJJOLQJ�
DFWLYLWLHV� WKURXJK� WKHLU�FRQWURO�RI� WHUULWRULHV��HLWKHU�E\�
LPSRVLQJ�WD[HV�RQ�SDVVDJH�RU�E\�SURYLGLQJ�SDLG�HVFRUWV�

%\�WKH�VDPH�WRNHQ��VRPH�VPXJJOHUV�LQ�WKH�6DKHO�GR�QRW�
UHVWULFW�WKHLU�LOOLFLW�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�PLJUDQW�VPXJJOLQJ��7KH\�PD\�
DOVR�HQJDJH�LQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�LQ�SHUVRQV��VH[XDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ�
DQG�IRUFHG�ODERXU��DPRQJ�RWKHU��WKH�ODWWHU�RIWHQ�EHLQJ�
OLQNHG�WR�JROG�PLQLQJ��PRVW�QRWDEO\�LQ�0DOL�DQG�%XUNLQD�
)DVR��7KH�GLYHUVLfiFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LOOLFLW�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�VPXJJOHUV�
LQWR�GUXJV�DQG�fiUHDUPV�WUDɝFNLQJ�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�UHSRUWHG�
LQ�WKH�1LJHU�

$OWKRXJK�DOO�UHIXJHHV�DQG�PLJUDQWV�LQ�WKH�6DKHO�PD\�IDOO�
YLFWLP�WR�DEXVH�DQG�RWKHU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV�WKURXJKRXW�
WKHLU�MRXUQH\��ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�IDFH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�ULVN��
ΖQGHHG��JHQGHU�EDVHG�YLROHQFH�DQG�H[SORLWDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�
UHSRUWHG�E\�UHIXJHHV�DQG�PLJUDQWV�LQ�WKH�6DKHO�FRXQWULHV��
5HSRUWHG�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�VH[XDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�6DKHO��ERWK�
E\�ZRPHQ�ZKR�XVHG�VPXJJOHUV�DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�GLG�QRW��
VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKLV�W\SH�RI�DEXVH�D΍HFWV�ZRPHQ�RQ�WKH�
PRYH�LUUHVSHFWLYH�RI�WKH�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�D�VPXJJOHU�i Rape 
ZDV�WKH�PRVW�IUHTXHQWO\�UHSRUWHG�IRUP�RI�JHQGHU�EDVHG�
YLROHQFH��ZLWK�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�NH\�LQIRUPDQWV�
DQG�VPXJJOHUV�LQWHUYLHZHG�DOOXGLQJ�WR�WKLV�IRUP�RI�DEXVH�j

L 5HVSHFWLYHO\�����DQG����SHU�FHQW��+RZHYHU��WKH�VHQVLWLYLW\�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW�
PD\�OHDG�WR�XQGHU�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�LQ�WKH�
TXDQWLWDWLYH�GDWD�

M )RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�Ȋ6PXJJOLQJ�RI�PLJUDQWV�LQ�WKH�6DKHOȋ��
7UDQVQDWLRQDO�2UJDQL]HG�&ULPH�$VVHVVPHQW�Ȃ�6DKHO��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�
SXEOLFDWLRQ���������DQG�Ȋ)LUHDUPV�WUDIILFNLQJ�LQ�WKH�6DKHOȋ��7UDQVQDWLRQDO�
2UJDQL]HG�&ULPH�$VVHVVPHQW�Ȃ�6DKHO��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��
������

(VWLPDWLQJ�WKH�SUHFLVH�JOREDO�VKDUH�RI�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGHV�
RXW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�LV�FKDOOHQJLQJ��DV�SROLWLFDO�LQVWDELOLW\�
often coincides with a lack of political will or technical 
FDSDFLW\�WR�DFFXUDWHO\�UHFRUG�KRPLFLGHV�OLQNHG�WR�SROLWLFDO�
PRWLYHV�΂���1HYHUWKHOHVV��LW�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�
KRPLFLGH�DFFRXQWV�IRU�DW�OHDVW�����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�
JOREDOO\��VHH�fiJXUH�����ΖQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VHFWLRQ��HYLGHQFH�RQ�
VHOHFWHG�VXEW\SHV�RI�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�KRPLFLGH�LV�SURYLGHG�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�LOOXVWUDWH�VRPH�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKLV�
KRPLFLGH�W\SRORJ\�

Killings of environmental defenders
Trends and patterns in killings of 
environmental defenders 
3ROLF\�DQG�UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH�QDWXUH�DQG�VFRSH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�UHO\�RQ�GDWD�
FROOHFWHG�E\�WKH�QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��1*2��
*OREDO�:LWQHVV�΂���ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�HVWLPDWLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�JOREDOO\�VLQFH�
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Convergence of crime in the Amazon Basin: illegal mining, deforestation and 
attacks against environmental defendersa

ΖQ�VRPH�SDUWV�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�DUH�
LQYROYHG�LQ�DQ�DUUD\�RI�LOOLFLW�DFWLYLWLHV�EH\RQG�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�
WKDW�KDYH�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�QHJDWLYH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�
DQG�FUHDWH�YLROHQFH�KRWVSRWV��7KH�$PD]RQ�%DVLQ�LV�D�UHJLRQ�
ZKHUH�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�SHUSHWUDWH�FULPHV�WKDW�
D΍HFW�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�EH\RQG�GHIRUHVWDWLRQ�b

7KH�FRQYHUJHQFH�RI�FULPH�LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ�%DVLQ�FRQWLQXHV�WR�
KDSSHQ�LQ�D�FRQWH[W�ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�OLPLWHG�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��
D�GLYHUVLW\�RI�FULPLQDO�DFWRUV�DQG�D�VFDUFLW\�RI�PHDQLQJIXO�
HFRQRPLF�DOWHUQDWLYHV�IRU�WKH�ORFDO�SRSXODWLRQ��ΖQGLJHQRXV�
SHRSOH�DQG�RWKHU�PLQRULWLHV�DUH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�D΍HFWHG�
E\�WKH�FULPLQDO�QH[XV�LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ�%DVLQ��DV�WKH\�VX΍HU�
IRUFHG�GLVSODFHPHQW�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�H[SRVXUH�WR�YLROHQFH�DQG�
YLFWLPL]DWLRQ��

ΖQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��ERUGHU�DUHDV�KDYH�EHHQ�FOHDUHG�WR�PDNH�ZD\�
IRU�FRFD�SURGXFWLRQ��LOOHJDO�ORJJLQJ�DQG�JROG�H[WUDFWLRQ��ZKLFK�
FUHDWHV�D�EUHHGLQJ�JURXQG�IRU�FRUUXSWLRQ��fiQDQFLDO�FULPHV�DQG�
ERWK�OHWKDO�DQG�QRQOHWKDO�YLROHQFH��7KH�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�RI�FULPLQDO�
DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�ERUGHU�DUHDV�JLYHV�ULVH�WR�D�KRVW�RI�VHFXULW\�DQG�
KHDOWK�ULVNV��OHDYLQJ�ORFDO�SRSXODWLRQV�HQWDQJOHG�LQ�FULPLQDO�
HQWHUSULVHV��<RXQJ�PDOHV�IURP�LPSRYHULVKHG�EDFNJURXQGV�
ZKR�ODFN�VWDEOH�HPSOR\PHQW�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�
UHFUXLWPHQW�E\�FULPLQDO�JURXSV��

D 6RXUFHG�IURP�FKDSWHU�RQ�WKH�QH[XV�EHWZHHQ�GUXJV�DQG�FULPHV�WKDW�DIIHFW�
WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�FRQYHUJHQW�FULPH�LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ�%DVLQ��World Drug 
Report 2023��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ���������S�����

E $OWKRXJK�(FXDGRU��*X\DQD��6XULQDPH��9HQH]XHOD��%ROLYDULDQ�5HSXEOLF�RI��
DQG�)UHQFK�*XLDQD�DOVR�IRUP�SDUW�RI�WKH�$PD]RQ�%DVLQ�DQG�DUH�DIIHFWHG�E\�
GUXJ�DQG�UHODWHG�FULPH�LVVXHV��WKLV�VHFWLRQ�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�$PD]RQ�UHJLRQ�
FRYHULQJ�%ROLYLD��3OXULQDWLRQDO�6WDWH�RI���%UD]LO��&RORPELD�DQG�3HUX�

0DQ\�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ�%DVLQ�UHFRUG�UDWHV�RI�FULP-
LQDO�YLROHQFH�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DYHUDJH�RI�WKH�FRXQWULHV�
LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�ORFDWHG��ΖQ�������PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�LQ�%UD]LOȇV�
/HJDO�$PD]RQ�UHJLVWHUHG�VRPH�RI�WKH�KLJKHVW�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�
LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��ZKLFK�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�UHJLRQDO�DYHUDJH�RI������
KRPLFLGHV�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�c�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�QDWLRQDO�
DYHUDJH�RI�������7KLV�FDQ�EH�H[SODLQHG�LQ�SDUW�E\�FRPSHWLWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�ULYDO�FULPLQDO�IDFWLRQV�FRPSHWLQJ�IRU�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKH�
SURGXFWLRQ��GLVWULEXWLRQ�DQG�UHWDLO�RI�GUXJV��

7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�QXPHURXV�LQVWDQFHV�LQ�ZKLFK�ODZ�HQIRUFH-
PHQW�RɝFLDOV��MRXUQDOLVWV�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�DFWLYLVWV�KDYH�
XQFRYHUHG�KRZ�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�KDYH�LOOHJDOO\�SXUFKDVHG�ODQG�
WR�VXSSRUW�LOOHJDO�ORJJLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV�LQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ�
%DVLQ�d�7KH�PHGLD�DQG�QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�KDYH�
DOVR�UHSRUWHG�RQ�HVFDODWLQJ�GLVSXWHV�EHWZHHQ�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�
JURXSV�DQG�WUDGLWLRQDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ��OHDGLQJ�
WR�DVVDVVLQDWLRQV��DVVDVVLQDWLRQ�DWWHPSWV��GHDWK�WKUHDWV�DQG�
YLROHQW�DQG�QRQ�YLROHQW�SURWHVWV�e�0RUHRYHU��NLOOLQJV�RI�DQG�
DWWDFNV�DJDLQVW�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHSRUWHG�
LQ�%UD]LO�DQG�&RORPELD��VHH�PDSV��

ΖQ�%UD]LO��WKH�ZRUOGȇV�ODUJHVW�LQGLJHQRXV�WHUULWRU\�LV�KRPH�WR�
WKH�<DQRPDPL�SHRSOH��0LQLQJ�RQ�LQGLJHQRXV�ODQGV�LQ�%UD]LO�

F )µUXP�%UDVLOHLUR�GH�6HJXUDQ©D�3¼EOLFD��Ȋ&DUWRJUDILDV�GDV�YLRO¬QFLDV�QD�
UHJL¥R�DPD]µQLFDȋ�

G 6HH�FKDSWHU�RQ�WKH�QH[XV�EHWZHHQ�GUXJV�DQG�FULPHV�WKDW�DIIHFW�WKH�
HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�FRQYHUJHQW�FULPH�LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ�%DVLQ�LQ�World Drug 
Report 2023��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ���������S�����

H 9HODVFR��0���Ȋ'UXJ�WUDIILFNLQJ�LQ�&RORPELD�XQGHUPLQHV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�
RI�LQGLJHQRXV�DXWRQRP\ȋ��IWGIA����0D\������

Illegal mining, unregistered airstrips, attacks against 
environmental defenders and deforestation in Brazil

6RXUFHV��%DVH�&DUWRJUDSK\�RI�%UD]LO�DQG�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�ERXQGDULHV��%UD-
]LOLDQ�ΖQVWLWXWH�RI�*HRJUDSK\�DQG�6WDWLVWLFV��Ζ%*(��DQG�*HRSRUWDO�3URYLWD��
������%RXQGDU\�RI�WKH�$PD]RQ�%DVLQ��WKH�$PD]RQ�1HWZRUN�RI�*HRUHIHU-
HQFHG�6RFLRHQYLURQPHQWDO�ΖQIRUPDWLRQ��5$Ζ6*���������)RUHVW�ODQG�FRYHU��
&RSHUQLFXV�*OREDO�/DQG�6HUYLFH����΂���$WWDFNV�DJDLQVW�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
GHIHQGHUV��7LHUUD�GH�5HVLGHQWHV��������0LQLQJ�DQG�GHIRUHVWDWLRQ�GDWD��
5$Ζ6*����������΂��8QUHJLVWHUHG�WUDFNV��SODWDIRUPD�EUDVLO�PDSELRPDV�RUJ��
�����
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Coca cultivation, violence and deforestation in the 
eastern part of the Colombian Amazon

6RXUFHV��812'&�VXUYH\�RQ�FRFD�FXOWLYDWLRQ����΂��%DVH�FDUWRJUDSK\�RI�
&RORPELD�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�ERXQGDULHV��$JXVWLQ�&RGD]]L�*HRJUDSKLF�
ΖQVWLWXWH�Ȃ�Ζ*$&�DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�*HRVWDWLVWLFDO�)UDPHZRUN�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�
$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6WDWLVWLFV��'$1(�����΂���/LPLW�RI�WKH�$PD]RQ�
%DVLQ��WKH�$PD]RQ�1HWZRUN�RI�*HRUHIHUHQFHG�6RFLRHQYLURQPHQWDO�ΖQIRU-
PDWLRQ�DQG�GHIRUHVWDWLRQ�GDWD� �5$Ζ6*�� ��������΂��� $WWDFNV� DJDLQVW�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV��7LHUUD�GH�UHVLGHQWHV��������+RPLFLGHV��3ROLF¯D�
1DFLRQDO�GH�&RORPELD�

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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TABLE 4 .illinJV of land and enYironPental defenderV� E\ reJion and \ear вабвȁвавб

6RXUFH��*OREDO�:LWQHVV���΂�Ȃ���΂�

PHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�΂���DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�QDWXUDO�
UHVRXUFHV��IRU�H[DPSOH��ZDWHU�DQG�ODQG��ΖQGHHG��LW�KDV�EHHQ�
DUJXHG�WKDW�KRPLFLGHV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�WHQG�
to be concentrated where resources are abundant and 
UHODWLYHO\�XQH[SORLWHG�΂���2WKHU�VWXGLHV�KDYH�DUJXHG�WKDW�
FODVKHV�EHWZHHQ�SROLWLFDO�JURXSV��HYHQ�LQ�GHPRFUDFLHV�
ZLWK�HFR�SRSXOLVW�PRYHPHQWV��FDQ�OHDG�WR�D�KLJKHU�OHYHO�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�΂�΂

International response to killings of 
environmental defenders
ΖQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�NLOOLQJV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQG-
HUV�GRFXPHQWHG�E\�*OREDO�:LWQHVV��WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�
(QYLURQPHQW�3URJUDPPH��81(3�΂�� developed an inter-
QDO�SROLF\�WR�GHQRXQFH�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
GHIHQGHUV��DGYRFDWH�IRU�WKHLU�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�ULJKWV��VXSSRUW�
WKH�UHVSRQVLEOH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV��DQG�
UHTXHVW�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�IURP�*RYHUQPHQWV�DQG�FRPSDQLHV�
LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�DUH�PXUGHUHG��
The UNEP policy was followed, in 2019, by the United 
1DWLRQV�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RPPLVVLRQ�5HVROXWLRQ�$�+5&�

5(6��������ZKLFK�UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQ�RI�HQYL-
URQPHQWDO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�WR�WKH�HQMR\PHQW�RI�
KXPDQ�ULJKWV��HQYLURQPHQWDO�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH�
GHYHORSPHQW��$QRWKHU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DJUHHPHQW�LV�WKH�
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�(FRQRPLF�&RPPLVVLRQ�IRU�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�
DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��(&/$&��5HJLRQDO�$JUHHPHQW�RQ�$FFHVV�
WR�ΖQIRUPDWLRQ��3XEOLF�3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG�-XVWLFH�LQ�(QYLURQ-
PHQWDO�0DWWHUV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��NQRZQ�
DV�WKH�(VFD]¼�$JUHHPHQW��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�fiUVW�OHJDOO\�ELQGLQJ�
LQVWUXPHQW�WR�VHHN�WR�SURWHFW�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV��
$UWLFOH���RI�WKH�(VFD]¼�$JUHHPHQW�VWDWHV��Ȋ(DFK�3DUW\�VKDOO�
JXDUDQWHH�D�VDIH�DQG�HQDEOLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�SHUVRQV��
JURXSV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�SURPRWH�DQG�GHIHQG�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV�LQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�PDWWHUV��VR�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�DEOH�WR�
DFW�IUHH�IURP�WKUHDW��UHVWULFWLRQ�DQG�LQVHFXULW\�ȋ΂��

Killings of journalists
3XEOLF�DFFHVV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�ULJKW�WKDW�
IRUPV�SDUW�RI�WKH������$JHQGD�IRU�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORS-
PHQW��<HW��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�(GXFDWLRQDO��
6FLHQWLfiF�DQG�&XOWXUDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQ��81(6&2������SHU�FHQW�
RI�WKH�ZRUOGȇV�SRSXODWLRQ�KDYH�H[SHULHQFHG�D�GHFOLQH�LQ�
SUHVV�IUHHGRP�LQ�WKHLU�FRXQWU\�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�fiYH�\HDUV�΂��
This decline was the result of several factors, such as laws 
WKDW�UHVWULFW�RQOLQH�IUHHGRP�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ�RU�DQ�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�IDOVH�DQG�PLVOHDGLQJ�FRQWHQW��EXW�LV�DOVR�D�UHȵHFWLRQ�RI�
WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�WR�WKH�IUHHGRP�DQG�VDIHW\�RI�MRXUQDOLVWV��
ZKLFK�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�FRPSURPLVHG�

-RXUQDOLVWV�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�JRRG�E\�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�
WKH�GLVVHPLQDWLRQ�RI�WUXVWZRUWK\�DQG�FUXFLDO�QHZV�DQG�
DQDO\VLV�WR�WKH�SXEOLF��ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�HPSRZHUV�FLWL]HQV�WR�
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D�IUHH�DQG�RSHQ�VRFLHW\��$WWDFNV�RQ�MRXUQDO-
LVWV�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�YLRODWLRQ�RI�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�KXPDQ�
ULJKW�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ�΂�� As part of Sustainable 
*RDO�����SHDFH��MXVWLFH�DQG�VWURQJ�LQVWLWXWLRQV��81(6&2�
PHDVXUHV�LQGLFDWRU���������RQ�FDVHV�RI�NLOOLQJ��NLGQDSSLQJ��
enforced disappearance, arbitrary detention, and torture 
RI�MRXUQDOLVWV��DVVRFLDWHG�PHGLD�SHUVRQQHO��WUDGH�XQLRQLVWV�
DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DGYRFDWHV��

Region 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 TOTAL %

Africa � 0 2 13 �� 19 �� � �� 10 ��� ����

$PHULFDV ��� �� �� 121 119 ��� �� ��� ��� ��� ����� �����

Asia 22 10 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 33 ��� �����

Europe 1 � 1 0 1 2 3 2 0 0 �� ����

Oceania 0 � 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 � ����

TOTAL 139 91 ��� ��� ��� 201 ��� 212 ��� 200 �����

H[SDQGHG�E\�����SHU�FHQW�EHWZHHQ������DQG�����f and 
PHPEHUV�RI�3ULPHLUR�&RPDQGR�GD�&DSLWDO�KDYH�EHFRPH�
LQFUHDVLQJO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�PLQLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV�DFURVV�<DQRPDPL�
WHUULWRU\��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�DQG�VH[XDO�H[SORLWD-
WLRQ�J�7KLV�KDV�KDG�GHYDVWDWLQJ�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�LQGLJHQRXV�
FRPPXQLWLHV�WKDW�UHO\�RQ�fiVK�IURP�ORFDO�ULYHUV�FRQWDPLQDWHG�
ZLWK�PHUFXU\�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�PLQLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV��

ΖQGLJHQRXV�FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�QHLJKERXULQJ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�
$PD]RQ�%DVLQ�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�D΍HFWHG�E\�WKH�LQYROYHPHQW�
RI�FULPLQDO�JURXSV��0HGLD�UHSRUWV�DQG�UHVHDUFK�VWXGLHV�
LQ�&RORPELD��IRU�H[DPSOH��KDYH�GRFXPHQWHG�KRZ�DUPHG�
JURXSV�IUHTXHQWO\�WDUJHW�LQGLJHQRXV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�OHDGHUV�
LQ�WKH�$PD]RQ�%DVLQ�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�ODQG�GLVSXWHV�h

I 0DSELRPDV�%UDVLO��Ȋ3URMHWR�0DS%LRPDV�Ȃ�0DSHDPLHQWR�GDV�SLVWDV�
GH�SRXVR�H�JDULPSR�QD�$PD]·QLDȋ��)DFWVKHHW��)HEUXDU\������

J 0DGXUHLUD��9���Ȋ5HSRUW��LOOHJDO�PLQLQJ�WKUHDWHQV�%UD]LOȇV�<DQRPDPL�
WULEH�ȋ�2&&53�����$SULO������

K Ȋ&RORPELDȇV�LQGLJHQRXV�QRPDGV�GLVSODFHG�E\�YLROHQFHȋ��France 2п, 
΂��'HFHPEHU����΂�
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%DVHG�RQ�81(6&2�GDWD��LW�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�MRXUQDOLVWV�NLOOHG�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ�����ZDV����
SHU�FHQW�ORZHU�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�fiYH�\HDU�SHULRG��ΖQ�
2021, the death toll of journalists was the lowest since 
������ZKLFK�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�ORZ�QXPEHU�
RI�GHDWKV�LQ�������LV�D�SDUWLDO�UHȵHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�H΍HFW�RI�
WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�RQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�MRXUQDOLVWV��ZKHQ�
PDQ\�VKLIWHG�WR�RQOLQH�UHSRUWLQJ�΂���6SLNHV�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�NLOOLQJV�RI�MRXUQDOLVWV�RIWHQ�UHȵHFW�RQJRLQJ�YLROHQW�VLWX-
ations such as war or civil unrest, but in recent years the 
share of journalists killed in countries other than those 
H[SHULHQFLQJ�FRQȵLFW�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�WR�RYHU����SHU�FHQW�΂��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�&RPPLWWHH�WR�3URWHFW�-RXUQDOLVWV��WKHUH�
ZDV�D�QRWLFHDEOH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�MRXUQDOLVWV�NLOOHG�
LQ�������ZLWK�MRXUQDOLVWV�FRYHULQJ�WKH�FRQȵLFW�LQ�8NUDLQH�
DQG�RWKHUV�FRYHULQJ�FULPH��FRUUXSWLRQ��JDQJ�YLROHQFH�DQG�
WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�0H[LFR�DQG�+DLWL�MRLQWO\�DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�
URXJKO\�KDOI�RI�GHDWKV�RI�MRXUQDOLVWV�JOREDOO\�΂��

$�EUHDNGRZQ�E\�VH[�RI�MRXUQDOLVWV�NLOOHG�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�
GHFDGH�VKRZV�WKDW�PDOH�MRXUQDOLVWV�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�DW�OHDVW�
���SHU�FHQW�RI�YLFWLPV��7KH�UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO�VKDUH�RI�IHPDOH�
MRXUQDOLVWV�NLOOHG�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�OHVV�LQYROYHG�LQ�
UHSRUWLQJ�LQ�GDQJHURXV�VLWXDWLRQV��KRZHYHU��LW�KDV�EHHQ�
GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�FHUWDLQ�UHFHQW�FDVHV�RI�NLOOLQJV�RI�IHPDOH�
MRXUQDOLVWV�ZHUH�OLQNHG�WR�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH�΂��

6LQFH�������PRVW�NLOOLQJV�RI�MRXUQDOLVWV�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�
LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�DQG�$VLD��H[FOXGLQJ�
:HVWHUQ�$VLD���ZLWK�QR�FOHDU�WUHQG�YLVLEOH�LQ�HLWKHU�UHJLRQ��
7KH�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�KDYH�VHHQ�UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�QXPEHUV�RI�
MRXUQDOLVWV�NLOOHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW�fiYH�\HDUV�LQFOXGH�$IJKDQLVWDQ��
ΖQGLD��0H[LFR��3DNLVWDQ�DQG�WKH�6\ULDQ�$UDE�5HSXEOLF��ΖQ�
1RUWKHUQ�$IULFD�DQG�:HVWHUQ�$VLD��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�MRXU-
QDOLVWV�NLOOHG�KDV�GHFOLQHG�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�VLQFH�������DV�WKH�
LQWHQVLW\�RI�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�KDV�GHFUHDVHG�΂��

5HȵHFWLQJ�D�EURDGHU�WUHQG�LQ�WKH�SURIHVVLRQ�WRZDUGV�GLYHU-
VLI\LQJ�WKH�FKDQQHOV�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�QHZV�DUH�FRQYH\HG�WR�
FLWL]HQV��WKH�81(6&2�GDWDEDVH�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�VKDUH�RI�
journalists killed in the period 2020–2022 who worked 
LQ�FURVV�SODWIRUP�PHGLD�ZDV�WULSOH�WKH�QXPEHU�NLOOHG�LQ�
WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ�����΂�΂�7KLV�PD\�EH�OLQNHG�WR�HYROYLQJ�
WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�PHGLD�ODQGVFDSH�DV�MRXUQDOLVWV�QRZ�RIWHQ�
ZRUN�DFURVV�PXOWLSOH�SODWIRUPV��LQFOXGLQJ�WUDGLWLRQDO�SULQW��
EURDGFDVW�DQG�GLJLWDO�PHGLD��ZKLFK�FDQ�H[SRVH�WKHP�WR�D�
ZLGHU�UDQJH�RI�DXGLHQFHV�DQG�SRWHQWLDO�ULVNV�΂��

'DWD�IURP�WKH�&RPPLWWHH�IRU�WKH�3URWHFWLRQ�RI�-RXUQDOLVWV�
�&3-��SURYLGH�IXUWKHU�LQVLJKWV�ERWK�LQWR�WKH�WRSLFV�EHLQJ�
covered by journalists when they were killed and the pos-
VLEOH�PRWLYHV�RI�WKH�VXVSHFWHG�SHUSHWUDWRUV�΂���$W�PRUH�
WKDQ����SHU�FHQW��SROLWLFV�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�WKH�ODUJHVW�VKDUH�
DPRQJ�WKH�WRSLFV�EHLQJ�FRYHUHG�ZKHQ�MRXUQDOLVWV�ZHUH�

Fig. 18 NXPEer of MoXrnaliVtV Nilled� ваажȁвавв

6RXUFH��81(6&2�GDWDEDVH�

Fig. 19 Number of journalists killed, by region, 
вабеȁвавв

6RXUFH��81(6&2�GDWDEDVH�

Fig. 20 Type of media in which killed journalists were 
ePSlo\ed� вабзȁвабй and ваваȁвавв

6RXUFH��81(6&2�GDWDEDVH�
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NLOOHG�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������&ULPH�KDV�RYHUWDNHQ�ZDU�
DV�WKH�VHFRQG�PRVW�FRYHUHG�WRSLF��ZKLFK�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�
���SHU�FHQW�RI�NLOOLQJV�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������ΖQ�OLQH�ZLWK�
WKH�SDWWHUQ�LQ�WKH�WRSLFV�EHLQJ�FRYHUHG��UHSRUWHGO\�WKH�
PDLQ�VXVSHFWV�LQ�NLOOLQJV�RI�MRXUQDOLVWV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�fiYH�
\HDUV�KDYH�EHHQ�SROLWLFDO�JURXSV�����SHU�FHQW���IROORZHG�
E\�FULPLQDO�JURXSV�����SHU�FHQW��DQG�PLOLWDU\�RɝFLDOV�����
SHU�FHQW���'HVSLWH�VXFK�LQVLJKWV��LPSXQLW\�IRU�NLOOLQJV�RI�
MRXUQDOLVWV�LV�VWLOO�YHU\�KLJK��ZLWK�81(6&2�HVWLPDWLQJ�WKDW�
WKH�VKDUH�RI�NLOOLQJV�RI�MRXUQDOLVWV�WKDW�ZHQW�XQSXQLVKHG�
GHFUHDVHG�E\�MXVW���SHUFHQWDJH�SRLQWV�IURP������WR�������
ZKHQ�LPSXQLW\�UHPDLQHG�DW����SHU�FHQW�΂��

Killings of humanitarian aid workers
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�2ɝFH�IRU�WKH�&RRUGLQDWLRQ�
RI�+XPDQLWDULDQ�$΍DLUV��2&+$���KXPDQLWDULDQ�DLG�ZRUNHUV�
IDFH�GDQJHURXV�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�WKUHDWV�LQ�WKHLU�ZRUN��ZKLFK�
FDQ�OHDG�WR�NLGQDSSLQJV��LQMXULHV�DQG�GHDWKV�΂���'DWD�IURP�WKH�
$LG�:RUNHU�6HFXULW\�'DWDEDVH�VKRZ�WKDW��ZKLOH�WKH�DQQXDO�
QXPEHU�RI�DLG�ZRUNHUV�NLOOHG�KDV�EHHQ�GHFOLQLQJ�VWHDGLO\�
VLQFH�������ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�������WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�
RI�IDWDOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ�����ZDV�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�LQ�
WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������fiJXUH�����΂���+RZHYHU��EHFDXVH�RI�
WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�DUHDV�LQ�ZKLFK�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DLG�ZRUNHUV�
WHQG�WR�EH�GHSOR\HG��LW�LV�GLɝFXOW�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�
NLOOLQJV�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�WR�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�DQG�RWKHU�
FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�΂��

$OPRVW�WZR�WKLUGV�����SHU�FHQW��RI�WKH�NLOOLQJV�RI�DLG�ZRUN-
ers perpetrated worldwide in 2021/22 occurred in South 
6XGDQ�����NLOOLQJV���$IJKDQLVWDQ�������0\DQPDU�������6RPDOLD�
�����DQG�(WKLRSLD�������DOO�RI�ZKLFK�UHSUHVHQWHG�VLJQLfiFDQW�
LQFUHDVHV�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�fiJXUHV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�SUH-
YLRXV�WKUHH�\HDUV��ΖQ�������WKH�IRXUWK�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�RI�
OHWKDO�DWWDFNV�RQ�DLG�ZRUNHUV�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�8NUDLQH��

7KH�FRQWH[W�LQ�ZKLFK�OHWKDO�DWWDFNV�RFFXU�GL΍HUV�IURP�RQH�
FRXQWU\�WR�DQRWKHU��EXW�PRVW�DWWDFNV��LQFOXGLQJ�QRQ�OHWKDO�
NLGQDSSLQJ�DQG�LQMXULHV��ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�WR�EH�SROLWLFDOO\�
PRWLYDWHG��ZLWK�PRVW�YLFWLPV�EHLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�FRXQWULHV�
ZKHQ�DWWDFNHG��ΖQ�������WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�PHDQV�XVHG�
LQ�VXFK�OHWKDO�DWWDFNV�ZHUH�VKRRWLQJ�����SHU�FHQW���IRO-
ORZHG�E\�DLUVWULNHV�DQG�VKHOOLQJ����SHU�FHQW��΂���$OWKRXJK�
data for 2023 are not yet available, between the start of 
KRVWLOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�*D]D�6WULS�DQG�ΖVUDHO�RQ���2FWREHU������
DQG����1RYHPEHU�������RYHU�����HPSOR\HHV�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�
1DWLRQV�5HOLHI�DQG�:RUNV�$JHQF\�IRU�3DOHVWLQH�5HIXJHHV�LQ�
WKH�1HDU�(DVW��815:$��KDYH�EHHQ�NLOOHG��7KLV�UHSUHVHQWV�
WKH�ODUJHVW�QXPEHU�RI�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�DLG�ZRUNHUV�NLOOHG�
LQ�DQ\�FRQȵLFW�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ΂�� and 
DOPRVW�DV�PDQ\�YLFWLPV�DV�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�DLG�ZRUNHUV�
NLOOHG�LQ������

Killings by terrorist groups
1DWLRQDO�GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�WHUURULVW�JURXSV�
WHQG�WR�EH�OLPLWHG�DQG�QRW�FRPSDUDEOH��LQ�SDUW�GXH�WR�WKH�
ODFN�RI�D�JOREDOO\�DJUHHG�GHfiQLWLRQ�RI�WHUURULVP�΂�� It is 
WKHUHIRUH�QRW�SRVVLEOH�WR�SDLQW�D�JOREDO�SLFWXUH�RI�WHUURU-
LVP�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�WKDW�PHHW�WKH�Ζ&&6�FULWHULD�RI�ZKDW�
FRQVWLWXWHV�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��7KDW�VDLG��GDWD�IURP�WKH�
*OREDO�7HUURULVP�'DWDEDVH��*7'��FDQ�SURYLGH�D�JOREDO�
RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�NLOOLQJV�UHODWHG�WR�WHUURULVP�΂�΂
DOWKRXJK�*7'�GDWD�VKRXOG�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�ZLWK�FDXWLRQ��
JLYHQ�WKH�GLɝFXOWLHV�RI�GLVHQWDQJOLQJ�WHUURULVW�NLOOLQJV�IURP�
RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�NLOOLQJ��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�FRQȵLFW�VHWWLQJV��DQG�
WKH�UHOLDQFH�RQ�SXEOLFO\�DYDLODEOH��RSHQ�VRXUFH�PDWHULDOV�
WKDW�PD\�EH�ELDVHG��LQ�WHUPV�RI�FRYHUDJH��WRZDUGV�VSH-
FLfiF�WHUURULVW�JURXSV��FRXQWULHV�RU�UHJLRQV�΂��, ΂���7KH�JOREDO�
GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�IDWDOLWLHV�IURP�WHUURULVW�LQFLGHQWV�UHFRUGHG�
LQ�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ�����DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�PDS���

Fig. 21 Percentage of journalists killed, according to the 
topics being covered at the time of their killing, 
вабзȁвабй and ваваȁвавв

6RXUFH��&3-�GDWDEDVH��$YDLODEOH�DW��KWWSV���FSM�RUJ�GDWD���

Note: In some cases, journalists are working on multiple topics 
at the time of their death.
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FIG. 22 Number of aid workers killed worldwide, 
вабаȁвавв
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:LWK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�SRSXODWLRQ�RI������PLOOLRQ�LQ�������0DOL�LV�
WKH�WZHQWLHWK�PRVW�SRSXORXV�FRXQWU\�LQ�$IULFD��7KH�FRXQWU\�KDV�
IDFHG�QXPHURXV�SROLWLFDO�LVVXHV�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��FXOPLQDWLQJ�
LQ�FRQȵLFWV�LQYROYLQJ�GRPHVWLF�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�JURXSV�VXFK�
DV�ΖVODPLF�6WDWH�LQ�WKH�*UHDWHU�6DKDUD��Ζ6*6���-DPDȇDW�1XVUDW�
DO�ΖVODP�ZDO�0XVOLPLQ��-1Ζ0���WKH�$UDE�0RYHPHQW�RI�$]DZDG�
�$0$���WKH�0DOLDQ�$UPHG�)RUFHV��)$0D��DQG�2SHUDWLRQ�%DUNKDQH��
DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�PLOLWDU\�RSHUDWLRQ�OHG�E\�)UDQFH�WKDW�ODVWHG�
IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�HLJKW�\HDUV�XQWLO�LW�HQGHG�LQ�1RYHPEHU�������
3DUWLDOO\�DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�WKHVH�FRQȵLFWV��0DOL�FRQWLQXHV�WR�
IDFH�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�FKDOOHQJHV�WKDW�KLQGHU�
WKH�FRXQWU\ȇV�KXPDQ�DQG�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW��ΖQYHVWLJDWLQJ�
WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�DQG�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�
VXFK�D�FKDOOHQJLQJ�FRQWH[W�LV�WKXV�GLɝFXOW��

7KH�IROORZLQJ�DQDO\VLV�VKRZV�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�FRXQWLQJ�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DQ�LQWHUQDO�FRQȵLFW�DQG�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�
PRVW�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�0DOL�UHODWH�WR�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�WHQVLRQV�UDWKHU�
WKDQ�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�YLROHQFH��'DWD�FRPSLOHG�IURP�LQWHJUDWHG�
GDLO\�UHSRUWV�VRXUFHG�IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�0XOWLGLPHQ-
VLRQDO�ΖQWHJUDWHG�6WDELOL]DWLRQ�0LVVLRQ�LQ�0DOL��0Ζ1860$��DUH�
XVHG�WR�GL΍HUHQWLDWH�NLOOLQJV�DV�SXUH�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�
�ODZIXO�NLOOLQJV�GXULQJ�FRPEDW���LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�FRPPLWWHG�
GXULQJ�FRQȵLFW�RSHUDWLRQV��XQODZIXO�NLOOLQJV��DQG�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�RXWVLGH�FRQȵLFW�VHWWLQJV��0Ζ1860$�UHSRUWV�DUH�W\S-
LFDOO\�VKRUW�UHSRUWV�GHVFULELQJ�EDVLF�IDFWV�DERXW�QRWHZRUWK\�
LQFLGHQWV�KDSSHQLQJ�DFURVV�0DOL��VXFK�DV�SURWHVWV��EDWWOHV�
DQG�KRPLFLGHV��7KH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�UHSRUWV�LV�VRXUFHG�
SULPDULO\�IURP�0Ζ1860$�SHUVRQQHO��IURP�PHGLD�SXEOLVKHG�
E\�RWKHU�JURXSV�DQG�IURP�0Ζ1860$�VHFXULW\��FRPPXQLW\�
DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�VRXUFHV�DFURVV�0DOL��

$OO�UHSRUWV�PHQWLRQLQJ�WKH�NH\ZRUGV�ȊKRPLFLGHȋ�DQG�ȊNLOOLQJȋ�
IURP�-DQXDU\������WR�2FWREHU������ZHUH�LQYHVWLJDWHG��7KH�GDWD�
FROOHFWLRQ�LQFOXGHG�WKH�LGHQWLfiFDWLRQ�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�NLOOLQJV�
DQG�WKH�FRGLQJ�RI�UHOHYDQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�HDFK�YLFWLP�VXFK�
DV�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�NLOOLQJ��IRU�H[DPSOH��DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�XQLWV�
DQG�FRRUGLQDWHV���GDWH��WLPH��PHFKDQLVP�RI�NLOOLQJ��VLWXDWLRQDO�
FRQWH[W��QXPEHU�RI�YLFWLPV��WKHLU�DJH��VH[��HWF��

$V�WKH�UHSRUWV�ZHUH�QHYHU�PHDQW�WR�VXSSRUW�DQ\�ULJRURXV�
VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV��WKH�GDWD�DUH�OLPLWHG�DQG�WKH�DQDO\VLV�VLPSO\�
DWWHPSWV�WR�H[WUDFW�WKH�PD[LPXP�DPRXQW�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
RQ�NLOOLQJV�IURP�WKH�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�DERXW�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�0DOL�LQ������DQG�������5HVXOWV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�
LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�DOO�WKH�NLOOLQJV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��
EXW�DV�LQGLFDWLYH�RI�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�VSHFLfiF�LVVXHV�UHODWHG�WR�
LQWHUSHUVRQDO�NLOOLQJV��QRU�VKRXOG�VWDWLVWLFV�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�
D�PLQLPXP�QXPEHU�RI�NLOOLQJV�

$OWRJHWKHU��WKH�LQWHJUDWHG�GDLO\�UHSRUWV�UHSRUWHG�RQ�D�WRWDO�
RI�����LQFLGHQWV��D�IHZ�GHVFULELQJ�PXOWLSOH�LQFLGHQWV���ZKLFK�
PHQWLRQHG�D�WRWDO�RI�����NLOOLQJV�WKDW�UHVHPEOHG�KRPLFLGH�
RU�ZHUH�FRQȵLFW�UHODWHG��2I�WKRVH������������SHU�FHQW��ZHUH�
GLUHFWO\�OLQNHG�WR�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV�LQ�0DOL��ZKLOH�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�
����������SHU�FHQW��ZHUH���WHUURULVP�UHODWHG�NLOOLQJV�DQG����
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�RI�RWKHU�W\SHV��IRU�H[DPSOH��LQWHUSHU-
VRQDO�NLOOLQJV��FULPH�UHODWHG��HWF��

$�NH\�FKDOOHQJH�LQ�FRQWH[WV�RI�QRQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUPHG�FRQ-
ȵLFW��WKDW�LV��LQWHUQDO�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW��LV�GHWHUPLQLQJ�ZKHWKHU�
NLOOLQJV�VKRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�VWULFWO\�XQODZIXO��Ζ&&6�H[SORUHV�
WKLV�LVVXH��OLVWLQJ�VSHFLfiF�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�FODVVLI\LQJ�XQODZIXO�

NLOOLQJV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DQ�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW��VXFK�DV�WKH�WDUJHWHG�
NLOOLQJ�RI�FLYLOLDQV��WKRVH�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�EUHDFKHV�RI�LQWHUQD-
WLRQDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�ODZ��DQG�WKRVH�OLQNHG�WR�RWKHU�FULPLQDO�
R΍HQFHV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�FRPEDWDQWV�a

)ROORZLQJ�WKHVH�VWDQGDUGV��RI�WKH�����NLOOLQJV�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�
DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�LQ�0DOL������������SHU�FHQW��ZHUH�LGHQWLfiHG�
DV�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�E\�FRPEDWDQWV�LQ�FRQȵLFW�VHWWLQJV��
ΖQ�PRVW�FDVHV��WKHVH�NLOOLQJV�ZHUH�GHWHUPLQHG�DV�XQODZIXO�
EHFDXVH�WKH\�LQYROYHG�WKH�WDUJHWHG�NLOOLQJ�RI�FLYLOLDQV�VHHP-
LQJO\�XQLQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�FRQȵLFW��7KLV�LQFOXGHV��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�
GHWRQDWLRQ�RI�DQ�LPSURYLVHG�H[SORVLYH�GHYLFH�WKDW�NLOOHG�IRXU�
FLYLOLDQV�LQ�D�PLQLEXV�LQ�WKH�%DQGLDJDUD�DUHD��RU�WKH�NLOOLQJ�LQ�
0«QDND�UHJLRQ�RI����FLYLOLDQV�ZKR�UHIXVHG�WR�VXUUHQGHU�WKHLU�
YLOODJH�DQG�OLYHVWRFN�WR�PHPEHUV�RI�Ζ6*6��%\�FRQWUDVW��NLOOLQJV�LQ�
WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�DUPHG�FRQȵLFW�ZHUH�WKRVH�LQYROYLQJ�SDUWLHV�
WR�WKH�FRQȵLFW��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�DɝOLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�YLFWLP��7KH�
fiJXUH�EHORZ�VKRZV�WKH�TXDUWHUO\�WUHQG�LQ�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�
RI�NLOOLQJV��VSOLW�EHWZHHQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��SHU�WKH�Ζ&&6�
GHfiQLWLRQ��DQG�RWKHU�FDVXDOWLHV�IURP�WKH�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV�

.illinJV Ser TXarter and E\ t\Se� 0ali� -anXar\ вава to 
SeStePEer вавб

6RXUFH��0Ζ1860$�

7KH�fiJXUH�GLVSOD\V�D�YRODWLOH�WUHQG�LQ�WRWDO�NLOOLQJV��PRVWO\�GXH�
WR�VXGGHQ�YDULDWLRQV�LQ�NLOOLQJV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�FRQȵLFW��DV�WKH\�
DUH�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�ODUJHU�FRPEDW�RSHUDWLRQV�DQG�DWWDFNV�WKDW�
DUH�UHODWLYHO\�PRUH�VSRUDGLF�DQG�XQSUHGLFWDEOH��&RQYHUVHO\��
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��ZKLFK�LQFOXGH�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�NLOOLQJV�
DQG�VRPH�WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�
LQ�FRQȵLFW�VHWWLQJV��IROORZ�D�PRUH�SUHGLFWDEOH�WUHQG��ZKLFK�
GHFOLQHG�JUDGXDOO\�RYHU�WKH�SHULRG�XQGHU�VWXG\��

$V�D�FRXQWU\��0DOL� LV�GLYLGHG�SULPDULO\� LQWR�WKUHH�OHYHOV�RI�
DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�XQLWV����UHJLRQV�����FHUFOHV�DQG�����FRPPXQHV��

D 6HH�Ȋ&RQVLGHUDWLRQV�IRU�FODVVLI\LQJ�FRQIOLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�DQG�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGHV��DQG�WKHLU�RYHUODS�LQ�FRQIOLFW�VLWXDWLRQVȋ��LQ�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�
SUHVHQW�VWXG\�
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7KH�fiJXUH�EHORZ�LV�D�FKRURSOHWK�PDS�RI�WKH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPL-
FLGHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�UHODWHG�WR�FRQȵLFW�VHWWLQJV�EXW�DOLJQHG�
ZLWK�WKH�Ζ&&6�GHfiQLWLRQ��UHFRUGHG�LQ�0DOL�IURP�-DQXDU\������
WR�2FWREHU������E\�UHJLRQ��$V�VKRZQ��UHSRUWHG�KRPLFLGHV�
DUH�ODUJHO\�FRQFHQWUDWHG�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQV�ERUGHULQJ�%XUNLQD�
)DVR�DQG�WKH�1LJHU��DORQJ�0DOLȇV�HDVW�DQG�VRXWK�HDVW�ERUGHUV��

,ntentional KoPicideV E\ reJion� 0ali� -anXar\ вава to 
2ctoEer вавб

6RXUFH��0Ζ1860$�

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

5RXJKO\�WKUHH�TXDUWHUV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�������SHU�FHQW��
RFFXUUHG�LQ�YLOODJHV�RI�XS�WR�D�IHZ�WKRXVDQG�LQKDELWDQWV��6XFK�
YLOODJHV�DQG�WKHLU�VXUURXQGLQJV�RFFXS\�PXFK�RI�WKH�WHUULWRU\�
RI�0DOL��VSUHDG�DFURVV�UXUDO�FRPPXQHV�WKDW��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
GDWD�IURP�:RUOG�3RSXODWLRQ�3URVSHFWV��81�:33���FRQWDLQHG�
�����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�0DOL�LQ�������ΖQWHUHVWLQJO\��
�����SHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�UHPRWH�SODFHV��ZLWK�IHZHU�
KRPLFLGHV�RFFXUULQJ�HLWKHU�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\ȇV�FLWLHV��IRU�H[DP-
SOH��%DPDNR��*DR��7LPEXNWX��RU�RQ�PDLQ�URDGV��0RUHRYHU��
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�ZHUH�FRQFHQWUDWHG�LQ�VSHFLfiF�DUHDV�
ZKHUH�WKH�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV�ZHUH�PRVW�LQWHQVH��VKRZFDVLQJ�
WKH�VWURQJ�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�KRPLFLGHV�DQG�WKH�DUPHG�FRQȵLFWV�
LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�

ΖQ�WHUPV�RI�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��PRVW�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�
LQ�0DOL�DUH�UHODWHG�WR�JURXS�WHQVLRQV�DQG�FRQȵLFWV��ZLWK�WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�NLOOLQJV�RI�DQ�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�QDWXUH�EHLQJ�UHODWLYHO\�
PXFK�ORZHU��1HDUO\������SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�KRPLFLGHV�ZHUH�VRFLR-
SROLWLFDO��SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�FRPEDWDQWV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DQ�DUPHG�
FRQȵLFW��PRWLYDWHG�E\�D�JULHYDQFH�EHWZHHQ�HWKQLF�JURXSV��RU�
UHODWHG�WR�FLYLO�XQUHVW��2I�WKH�UHPDLQGHU������SHU�FHQW�ZHUH�
LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��W\SLFDOO\�UHODWHG�WR�EXVLQHVV�RU�IDPLO\�
GLVSXWHV��DQG�MXVW�����SHU�FHQW�ZHUH�OLQNHG�WR�DQRWKHU�FULPH��
PRVW�IUHTXHQWO\�UREEHU\��EXW�LW�ZDV�QRW�SRVVLEOH�WR�GHWHU-
PLQH�WKH�VLWXDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W�RI������SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGHV��
6RPH������SHU�FHQW�RI�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�NLOOHG�LQ�LQFLGHQWV�ZLWK�D�
VLQJOH�YLFWLP��ZKHUHDV������SHU�FHQW were killed in incidents 
ZLWK����YLFWLPV�RU�PRUH��ΖQ������SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGHV��WKH�
SHUSHWUDWRU�ZDV�XQNQRZQ�WR�WKH�YLFWLP��ZKLOH�LQ�MXVW�����SHU�
FHQW�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�ZDV�NQRZQ�WR�WKH�YLFWLP��2QO\�RQH�VLQJOH�

KRPLFLGH�YLFWLP�ZDV�FRQfiUPHG�WR�EH�D�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�RI�
WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU��D�ZLIH�WR�D�PXUGHURXV�KXVEDQG���7KH�SHU-
SHWUDWRU�YLFWLP�UHODWLRQVKLS�IXUWKHU�XQGHUVFRUHV�WKH�JURXS�
QDWXUH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�0DOL��ZKLOH�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�DGGUHVVLQJ�
WKRVH�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�JURXS�FRQȵLFWV�ZRXOG�JUHDWO\�UHGXFH�WKH�
SUHYDOHQFH�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�

Intentional homicides by age and sex, Mali, January 
вава to 2ctoEer вавб

6RXUFH��0Ζ1860$�

1HYHUWKHOHVV��GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH�SHUSHWUDWRUV�ZHUH�OLPLWHG��QRW�
OHDVW�EHFDXVH�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�ZDV�RIWHQ�XQNQRZQ��1R�UHSRUW�
KDG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�DJH�RI�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU��WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�
ZDV�LGHQWLfiHG�DV�PDOH�LQ�MXVW�QLQH�RI�WKHP��ZKLOH�QRQH�OLQNHG�
D�KRPLFLGH�WR�D�IHPDOH�SHUSHWUDWRU��0RVW�QRWDEO\��RXW�RI�DOO�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�UHSRUWV��RQO\��������
SHU�FHQW��OHG�WR�WKH�DUUHVW�RI�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�DQG�����������
SHU�FHQW��WR�WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�DQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�

100 – 200 

10 – 100

0 – 10

No data

Excluded from 
analysis

Intentional homicides

Intentional homicides in Mali by region, January 2020 to October 2021

Source: MINUSMA.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply o�cial endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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Mechanisms of homicide  

$�YLWDO�IDFWRU�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�KRPLFLGH�LV�WKH�YDULHW\�RI�
PHWKRGV�XVHG�WR�SHUSHWUDWH�WKH�FULPH��7KH�:+2�ΖQWHU-
QDWLRQDO�&ODVVLfiFDWLRQ�RI�'LVHDVHV��Ζ&'�����LGHQWLfiHV�RYHU�
����FDXVHV�RI�GHDWK�E\�DVVDXOW��ZKLFK�812'&�JURXSV�LQWR�
WKH�IROORZLQJ�FODVVLfiFDWLRQV�
› 9LFWLPV�NLOOHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�RU�H[SORVLYHV��Ζ&'�FRGHV�

;���;���
› 9LFWLPV�NLOOHG�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�ZHDSRQ��Ζ&'�FRGHV�;����

<����<���
› 9LFWLPV�NLOOHG�ZLWKRXW�D�ZHDSRQ�RU�DQRWKHU�

PHFKDQLVP��Ζ&'�FRGHV�;���;����;���;����<���<���
› 9LFWLPV�NLOOHG�ZLWK�XQVSHFLfiHG��ȊXQNQRZQȋ��PHDQV�

�Ζ&'�FRGH�<������

For analytical purposes, the data are adjusted 
LQWR�IRXU�PDLQ�JURXSV��KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�
�H[FOXGLQJ�H[SORVLYHV���VKDUS�REMHFWV��RWKHU�PHFKDQLVP���

DQG�XQNQRZQ�PHFKDQLVP�

Global and regional overview
7KH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�KRPLFLGHV�E\�PHFKDQLVP�KDV�UHPDLQHG�
UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH�RYHU�WLPH�DW�WKH�JOREDO�OHYHO��)LUHDUPV�
FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVP�
LGHQWLfiHG�JOREDOO\��DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����SHU�
FHQW�RI�YLFWLPV��UDQJH����Ȃ����ZRUOGZLGH�LQ�������fiJXUH�
�����7KH�UHPDLQGHU�ZDV�URXJKO\�HTXDOO\�VSOLW�EHWZHHQ�
KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�D�VKDUS�REMHFW�RU�WKRVH�SHU-
SHWUDWHG�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�PHFKDQLVP�

&RPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�JOREDO�GLVWULEXWLRQ��WKH�SUHGRPLQDQW�
PHFKDQLVP�XVHG�WR�SHUSHWUDWH�KRPLFLGH�GL΍HUV�VLJQLfi-
FDQWO\�DFURVV�UHJLRQV��EXW�WKH�RYHUDOO�GLVWULEXWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�
HDFK�UHJLRQ�GRHV�QRW�DSSHDU�WR�KDYH�FKDQJHG�PXFK�RYHU�
WLPH��fiJXUH������ΖQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��ZKLFK�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�DQ�
HVWLPDWHG����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�JOREDOO\�LQ�������DW�
OHDVW����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGHV�ZHUH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUH-
DUPV��ΖQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV�����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�JOREDOO\�
LQ�WKDW�\HDU�FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�
$PHULFDV����(XURSH�ZDV�DW�WKH�RWKHU�HQG�RI�WKH�VSHFWUXP��
ZLWK�MXVW����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�D�fiUH-
DUP�LQ�������ZKLOH�URXJKO\�D�TXDUWHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�ZHUH�

MAP 2 7otal nXPEer of fatalitieV froP terroriVt incidentV aV de΋ned in tKe *loEal 7erroriVP 'ataEaVe� E\ coXntr\� 
вабаȁвава

6RXUFH��*OREDO�7HUURULVP�'DWDEDVH��*7'���

Note: GTD defines a terrorist attack as the threatened or actual use of illegal force and violence by a non-state actor to attain a political, economic, religious, or social 
goal through fear, coercion, or intimidation. Practically, this means that in order to consider an incident for inclusion in GTD, all three of the following criteria must 
be fulfilled: the incident must be intentional – the result of a conscious calculation on the part of a perpetrator� the incident must entail some level of violence or 
immediate threat of violence, including property violence, as well as violence against people� the perpetrators of the incidents must be subnational actors. The 
database does not include acts of State terrorism. The definition of a terrorist attack used by GTD does not coincide with the United Nations definition. The map 
represents an illustrative example of available data, giving an overview of all intentional killings resulting from terrorist incidents between 2010 and 2021.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Final boundary 
between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and 
Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. A dispute exists between the 
Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

Total number of fatalities from terrorist incidents by country as de�ned in the Global Terrorism Database, 2010-2020
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FRPPLWWHG�ZLWK�VKDUS�REMHFWV�DQG�DQRWKHU�TXDUWHU�ZLWK�
RWKHU�PHFKDQLVPV��+RZHYHU��VLQFH�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�(XURSH�
DUH�HVWLPDWHG�WR�KDYH�UHSUHVHQWHG�MXVW���SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�
KRPLFLGHV�ZRUOGZLGH�LQ�������WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�
KDYH�D�PDMRU�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�JOREDO�fiJXUHV��

ΖQ�$VLD��WKH�VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�VKDUS�REMHFWV�
DQG�RWKHU�PHFKDQLVPV�ZHUH�HTXDO�DQG�D�YHU\�VPDOO�VKDUH�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�ZHUH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV��ΖQ�ΖQGLD��IRU�
H[DPSOH��DYDLODEOH�GDWD�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ�����VKRZ�D�
VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�RI�OHVV�WKDQ����
SHU�FHQW�����ΖQ�-DSDQ��WKH�5HSXEOLF�RI�.RUHD�DQG�6LQJDSRUH��
WKH�VKDUHV�RI�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV�ZHUH�HYHQ�VPDOOHU��ZLWK�
PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�VKDUS�
REMHFWV�RU�RWKHU�PHFKDQLVPV��7KRVH�WKUHH�FRXQWULHV�DUH�
FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�VWULFW�JXQ�ODZV�DQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�ORZHVW�
FLYLOLDQ�JXQ�RZQHUVKLS�UDWHV�ZRUOGZLGH�����7KLV�PD\�H[SODLQ�
WKH�VPDOO�VKDUH�DQG�ORZ�UDWH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�
ZLWK�fiUHDUPV��EXW�RWKHU�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�
LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\�RU�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�\RXWK�DPRQJ�WKH�
JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�PD\�DOVR�SOD\�D�UROH����

ΖQ�&HQWUDO�$VLD��KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�8]EHNLVWDQ�����SHU�
FHQW�LQ�������DQG�.D]DNKVWDQ�����SHU�FHQW�LQ�������ZHUH�
PRVWO\�NLOOHG�ZLWK�VKDUS�REMHFWV��+RZHYHU��GDWD�IURP�
7¾UNL\H�VKRZ�WKDW�EHWZHHQ������DQG������DW�OHDVW�RQH�
WKLUG�RI�KRPLFLGHV�ZHUH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�DQG�
WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV�DQG�7KDLODQG�KDG�WKH�KLJKHVW�VKDUHV�DQG�
UDWHV�RI�fiUHDUP�NLOOLQJV�LQ�$VLD��DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�XS�WR����SHU�
FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�LQ�VRPH�\HDUV����

7KH�FRXQWU\�OHYHO�SDWWHUQ�RI�PHFKDQLVPV�XVHG�WR�SHUSH-
WUDWH�KRPLFLGH�LV�PRUH�DOLJQHG�ZLWK�WKH�UHJLRQDO�SLFWXUH�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��ZKHUH�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�
PRVW�FRXQWULHV�ZHUH�NLOOHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�LQ�������PDS�����
7KDW�ZDV�QRW�WKH�FDVH�LQ�VHYHQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��EXW�
LQ�VRPH�RI�WKRVH�FRXQWULHV��VXFK�DV�%ROLYLD��3OXULQDWLRQDO�

FIG. 23 Global shares of homicides by type of mechanism, 
including unassigned/unknown mechanism, and 
E\ t\Se of Nnown PecKaniVP� вавб

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��

Note: The shares without an unassigned/unknown mechanism are based on the 
assumption that the distribution of homicides with an assigned mechanism is 
representative of the ones with unassigned/unknown mechanism. 

FIG. 24 Regional shares of homicides by type of known 
PecKaniVP� вавб

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��
Note: The lower bound share refers to the proportion of homicide victims killed 
with a specific mechanism over the total number of homicide victims. The best 
estimate share refers to the proportion of victims killed with a specific mechanism 
over the sum of all victims for which a mechanism was reported (excluding the 
unassigned/unknown homicides). The upper bound share refers to the proportion 
of the sum of victims by a specific mechanism plus the victims of unassigned/
unknown mechanism over the total number of homicide victims. 

FIG. 25 Distribution of homicides by type of mechanism, 
worldwide and in selected regions and selected 
years

6RXUFH��(VWLPDWHV�EDVHG�RQ�812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��7KH�SHUFHQWDJHV�KHUH�
DUH�HTXLYDOHQW�WR�WKH�ORZHU�ERXQGV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�fiJXUH�����
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MAP 4 Most prevalent mechanism used in the 
SerSetration of KoPicide in (XroSe� вавб or 
latest available year

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��ΖQ�ΖFHODQG�DQG�ΖUHODQG��WKH�GDWD�UHIHUV�WR�
WKH�PRVW�SUHYDOHQW�PHFKDQLVP�LQ�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�\HDUV��

Note: The following countries do not have information on the mechanism for 
more than 50 per cent of homicides: Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Lithuania, Republic of Moldova, Serbia and Slovakia.
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do 
not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

6WDWH�RI��DQG�*XDWHPDOD��WKHUH�LV�QR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
PHFKDQLVP�XVHG�LQ�RYHU�KDOI�RI�WKH�KRPLFLGHV�UHFRUGHG��
ΖQ�&XED��*X\DQD�DQG�1LFDUDJXD��VKDUS�REMHFWV�DFFRXQWHG�
IRU�WKH�ODUJHVW�VKDUH�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVPV�XVHG��ΖQ�
WKLV�FRQWH[W��D�TXHVWLRQ�PD\�DULVH�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�WKLV�FRXOG�
EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�VWULFW�JXQ�OHJLVODWLRQ��KRZHYHU��VWXGLHV�
DUJXH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�FOHDU�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�KRPLFLGH�
DQG�VXFK�OHJLVODWLRQ�DQG�WKDW�RWKHU�IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�WKH�
HɝFLHQF\�RI�LQVWLWXWLRQV��WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
DQG�DFFHVV�WR�LOOHJDO�fiUHDUPV�SOD\�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH����

8QOLNH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��QR�FOHDU�KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVP�
LV�SUHGRPLQDQW�DFURVV�(XURSH��)LUHDUPV�FRQVWLWXWHG�D�
ODUJH�VKDUH�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�MXVW�D�IHZ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�
UHJLRQ�LQ�������PDS�����PRVW�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�
ZHVWHUQ�%DONDQV��ΖQ�$OEDQLD��IRU�H[DPSOH�����SHU�FHQW�RI�
DOO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ������ZHUH�FRPPLWWHG�ZLWK�D�fiUHDUP��LQ�
%RVQLD�DQG�+HU]HJRYLQD��WKH�VKDUH�ZDV����SHU�FHQW��LQ�
0RQWHQHJUR�����SHU�FHQW�DQG�LQ�1RUWK�0DFHGRQLD��LW�ZDV�

���SHU�FHQW�LQ�������6ZHGHQ�ZDV�D�QRWDEOH�H[FHSWLRQ�LQ�
1RUWKHUQ�(XURSH��ZLWK����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�SHU-
SHWUDWHG�ZLWK�D�fiUHDUP�LQ������

1R�RWKHU�SDWWHUQ�ZDV�REVHUYHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�VXEUH-
JLRQV�RI�(XURSH�DQG�LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV�WKH�VKDUHV�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�VKDUS�REMHFWV�DQG�RWKHU�PHFKDQLVPV�ZHUH�
PRUH�RU�OHVV�HTXDO��fiJXUH������$QRWKHU�QRWDEOH�REVHUYDWLRQ�
is that 20 per cent of countries in Europe with data on 
KRPLFLGH�GR�QRW�UHSRUW�WKH�KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVP�IRU�RYHU�
���SHU�FHQW�RI�YLFWLPV��ΖQ�DOO�W\SHV�RI�IDWDOLW\��LGHQWLI\LQJ�
FDXVH�RI�GHDWK�LV�D�OHQJWK\�SURFHVV�UHTXLULQJ�D�PHGLFDO�
H[DPLQDWLRQ�WR�EH�SHUIRUPHG�RXWVLGH�WKH�MXGLFLDO�V\VWHP��
ZKLFK�PD\�OHDG�WR�FKDOOHQJHV�UHODWLQJ��IRU�H[DPSOH��WR�
WKH�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�RI�FLYLO�UHJLVWULHV�DQG�SROLFH�UHFRUGV��ΖQ�
)UDQFH�DQG�*HUPDQ\��GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVP�DUH�
QRW�UHSRUWHG�E\�WKH�SROLFH�DQG�KHDOWK�UHJLVWULHV�FRQWDLQ�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�FDXVH�RI�GHDWK�LQ�RQO\���–���SHU�FHQW�RI�
DOO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\����

MAP 3 Most prevalent mechanism used in the 
SerSetration of KoPicide in tKe $PericaV� вавб 
or latest available year

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��

Note: The following countries do not have information on the mechanism for 
more than 50 per cent of homicides: Plurinational State of Bolivia, Guatemala 
and Nicaragua.
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do 
not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. A dispute 
exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands 
(Malvinas).

Firearm (majority of victims)

Firearm (largest share but not majority)

Sharp object (majority of victims)

Sharp object (largest share but not majority)

Other mechanism (majority of victims)

Other mechanism (largest share but not majority)

No data

Most prevalent mechanism

Most prevalent mechanism used in the perpetration of homicides in Europe, 2021 or latest available year

Firearm (majority of victims)

Firearm (largest share but not majority)

Sharp object (majority of victims)

Sharp object (largest share but not majority)

Other mechanism (majority of victims)

Other mechanism (largest share but not majority)

No data

Most prevalent mechanism

Firearm (majority of victims)

Firearm (largest share but not majority)

Sharp object (majority of victims)

Sharp object (largest share but not majority)

Other mechanism (majority of victims)

Other mechanism (largest share but not majority)

No data

Most prevalent mechanism



133GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023

FIG. 27 Distribution of homicides by type of mechanism 
in selected countries in Africa and Oceania, 
вабиȁвавбб

Note: The shares are based on aggregates of the latest two years available 
between 2018 and 2021.

FIG. 26 Share of homicides perpetrated with a sharp object or other mechanism in selected countries in Europe, 
вабзȁвавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��

Note: The calculation adjusts for homicides where the mechanism of killing is “unknown”. The shares are calculated using weighted averages of data from the latest 
three years available between 201с and 2021.

ΖQ�$IULFD�DQG�2FHDQLD��WKHUH�DUH�QRW�HQRXJK�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�
GDWD�WR�VKRZ�UHJLRQDO�SDWWHUQV�RI�DQG�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�PHFK-
DQLVPV�XVHG�WR�SHUSHWUDWH�KRPLFLGH��KRZHYHU��DYDLODEOH�
GDWD�IURP�D�QXPEHU�RI�FRXQWULHV�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�VKDUH�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�LV�OLNHO\�ORZHU�LQ�
WKRVH�WZR�UHJLRQV�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��fiJXUH������

ΖQ�$XVWUDOLD��KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVPV�RWKHU�WKDQ�VKDUS�
REMHFWV�DQG�fiUHDUPV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�SURPLQHQW��ZKLOH�LQ�
1HZ�=HDODQG��WKH�XVXDOO\�VPDOO�VKDUH����Ȃ���SHU�FHQW��
RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�LQFUHDVHG�DV�D�
UHVXOW�RI�WKH�&KULVWFKXUFK�PRVTXH�VKRRWLQJV�LQ�������D�
FOHDU�RXWOLHU�HYHQW�WKDW�FDXVHG�WKH�ODUJH�GL΍HUHQFH�LQ�WKH�
VKDUH�RI�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRXQWULHV�GXULQJ�
WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������

ΖQ�$OJHULD�DQG�0RURFFR��WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�KRPLFLGHV�E\�
W\SH�RI�KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVP�DUH�VLPLODU��ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�
FRPPRQ�PHFKDQLVP�EHLQJ�VKDUS�REMHFWV��URXJKO\����SHU�
FHQW���IROORZHG�E\�RWKHU�PHFKDQLVPV�����SHU�FHQW���ΖQ�
6RXWK�$IULFD��fiUHDUPV�KDYH�FRQVWLWXWHG�D�ODUJH�VKDUH�RI�
KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVP�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�GHFDGHV�EXW�
WKH�WUHQG�KDV�ȵXFWXDWHG��7KH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�RI�fiUHDUPV�
NLOOLQJV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�RFFXUUHG�EHIRUH�WKH�SDVVLQJ�RI�WKH�
)LUHDUPV�&RQWURO�$FW�LQ�������DIWHU�ZKLFK�WKH\�GHFOLQHG�
JUDGXDOO\�XQWLO�������ZKHQ�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�
fiUHDUPV�EHJDQ�WR�LQFUHDVH�DJDLQ�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�DQ�DYHU-
DJH�RI�DURXQG�RQH�WKLUG�RI�WRWDO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ���������΂��

$V�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�VHFWLRQ�RQ�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DERYH��DQ�
REVHUYDWLRQ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�GUDZQ�DFURVV�DOO�UHJLRQV�LV�WKDW�
KLJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�DUH�XVXDOO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�KLJK�
SHUFHQWDJH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV��fiJXUH�
2����ZKLFK�PD\�VXJJHVW�WKDW�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV�FRXOG�EH�D�
GULYHU�RI�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGHV�RQ�DQ�DJJUHJDWH�OHYHO�΂��
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&RXQWULHV�WKDW�VX΍HU�IURP�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�YLROHQFH�DVVRFL-
DWHG�ZLWK�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DUH�DOVR�OLNHO\�WR�UHFRUG�D�ODUJH�
VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�D�fiUHDUP��7KLV�LV�WKH�
UHVXOW�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�D�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�RI�fiUHDUPV��DV�
PDQ\�FRXQWULHV�LQ�(XURSH�KDYH�D�KLJKHU�UDWH�RI�fiUHDUP�
RZQHUVKLS�WKDQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��\HW�VWLOO�KDYH�
D�VPDOOHU�VKDUH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�ZLWK�D�fiUHDUP��LQ�
DGGLWLRQ�WR�D�ORZHU�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��(YHQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV��WKH�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�UHFRUGHG�QXPEHU�RI�
fiUHDUPV�SHU�FDSLWD�ZRUOGZLGH��RQO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPL-
FLGHV�ZHUH�FRPPLWWHG�ZLWK�D�fiUHDUP�LQ�������DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�81�&76�GDWD��%\�FRQWUDVW��LQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�FRXQWULHV�LQ�
/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�WKLUGV�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�ZLWK�D�fiUHDUP��fiJXUH�����

1on-΋rearm homicides
'HVSLWH�WKH�IDFW� WKDW�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�XVLQJ�D�
PHFKDQLVP�RWKHU�WKDQ�fiUHDUPV�FRQVWLWXWH�DW�OHDVW����
SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGHV�JOREDOO\��FURVV�QDWLRQDO�UHVHDUFK�RQ�
KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVPV�RWKHU�WKDQ�fiUHDUPV�LV�OLPLWHG�DQG�
ZKHQ�DYDLODEOH�RIWHQ�HQFRPSDVVHV�QRQ�OHWKDO�LQMXULHV�DV�
ZHOO��7KDW�VDLG��D�QXPEHU�RI�FRXQWU\�VSHFLfiF�FDVH�VWXGLHV�
SURYLGH�LQVLJKWV�UHODWHG�WR�KRPLFLGH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�
VKDUS�REMHFWV��$�UHYLHZ�RI�VWXGLHV�RQ�NQLIH�FULPH�LQ�fiYH�
KLJK��DQG�XSSHU�PLGGOH�LQFRPH�FRXQWULHV�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�
NQLIH�FULPH�PD\�EH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�XVH��PHQWDO�
KHDOWK�GLɝFXOWLHV�DQG�HDUO\�FKLOG�YLFWLPKRRG�΂�� Males were 
PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�XVH�NQLYHV�DJDLQVW�VWUDQJHUV�DQG�LQ�SXEOLF��
ZKLOH�IHPDOHV�ZHUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�XVH�NQLYHV�DJDLQVW�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV�DQG�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�LQ�GRPHVWLF�VHWWLQJV��

FIG. 28 Homicide rate versus proportion of homicides 
inYolYinJ ΋rearPV� Velected reJionV� вабйȁвавб
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FIG. 29 Average share of homicides committed with 
a ΋rearP in вавб� or lateVt \ear aYailaEle� and 
eVtiPated ΋rearPV Ser баа citi]enV in вабз
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+RZHYHU��WKH�VPDOO�JHRJUDSKLFDO�VFRSH�DQG�QXPEHU�RI�
the studies does not allow wider conclusions to be drawn 
RQ�WKH�HQWLUH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRXQWULHV�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�΂��

ΖQ�WHUPV�RI�FRXQWU\�H[DPSOHV�RI�WUHQGV�LQ�QRQ�fiUHDUP�
KRPLFLGHV��LQ�(QJODQG�DQG�:DOHV��8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�NLOOHG�ZLWK�D�VKDUS�REMHFW�LQ�
��������ZDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��7KH�
LQFUHDVH�FRLQFLGHG�ZLWK�ORFNGRZQ�SHULRGV�LPSOHPHQWHG�
GXULQJ�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�DQG�ZDV�PRVWO\�REVHUYHG�
DPRQJ�\RXQJ�PDOH�YLFWLPV�΂���'DWD�IURP�6RXWK�$IULFD�KDYH�
DOVR�VKRZQ�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�VKDUS�REMHFWV�DUH�QRW�WKH�PDLQ�
PHFKDQLVP��VKDUS�REMHFWV��HVSHFLDOO\�NQLYHV��VWLOO�DFFRXQW�
IRU�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�LQ�DEVROXWH�
WHUPV�΂��

$OWKRXJK�QRW�RQ�WKH�VDPH�VFDOH�DV�PDVV�VKRRWLQJV��PDVV�
VWDEELQJV�LQYROYLQJ�VKDUS�REMHFWV�KDYH�DOVR�UHFHLYHG�PHGLD�
FRYHUDJH�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��$�VWXG\�LQ����FRXQWULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�
&KLQD��*HUPDQ\��ΖVUDHO�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�
.LQJGRP��H[DPLQHG�����UHSRUWHG�LQFLGHQWV�EHWZHHQ������
DQG������WKDW�UHVXOWHG�LQ�����GHDWKV�DQG�������LQMXULHV�΂��
ΖQ�DOPRVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�LQFLGHQWV�����SHU�FHQW���WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�
KDG�D�UHSRUWHG�KLVWRU\�RI�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�LVVXHV��VXJJHVWLQJ�
D�SRVVLEOH�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�VXFK�LQFLGHQWV�DQG�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�
LVVXHV��7KH�VWXG\�DOVR�QRWHG�WKDW�LQ�VXFK�FDVHV��WKH�DWWDFN�
was GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�RFFXU�DW�D�VFKRRO�

Subregional trends in homicide 
mechanisms in the Americas and Europe
7KH�GLVWULEXWLRQV�RI�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�PHFKDQLVPV�XVHG�WR�
SHUSHWUDWH�KRPLFLGHV�KDV�UHPDLQHG�URXJKO\�WKH�VDPH�ERWK�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�(XURSH�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��\HW�WKHUH�DUH�
VRPH�QRWDEOH�VXEUHJLRQDO�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�E\�
PHFKDQLVP�WKDW�FDQ�EH�H[DPLQHG�GXH�WR�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�
RI�GDWD�LQ�WKRVH�WZR�UHJLRQV��

ΖQ�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�VXEUHJLRQV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV��FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�XVXDOO\�IROORZ�WKH�VDPH�WUHQG�DV�FKDQJHV�LQ�
WKH�UDWH�RI�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGH��fiJXUH������*LYHQ�WKDW�DURXQG�
WZR�WKLUGV�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�
KDYH�EHHQ�DWWULEXWDEOH�WR�WKH�XVH�RI�fiUHDUPV��WKLV�LV�QRW�
VXUSULVLQJ��ΖQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��WKH�UDWH�RI�KRPLFLGH�KDV�
XQGHUJRQH�D�JUDGXDO�LQFUHDVH�VLQFH�������GULYHQ�SULPDULO\�
E\�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�WKH�'RPLQLFDQ�5HSXEOLF��-DPDLFD�DQG�
VHYHUDO�RWKHU�VPDOOHU�LVODQG�QDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��

(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�GHFOLQH�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��
&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�FRQWLQXHG�WR�KDYH�WKH�KLJKHVW�UDWH�RI�
KRPLFLGH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�D�fiUHDUP�RI�DOO�WKH�VXEUHJLRQV�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�LQ�������DV�VKRZQ�PRVW�QRWDEO\�LQ�WKH�
FDVHV�RI�+RQGXUDV�������SHU����������DQG�0H[LFR���������
&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DOVR�KDG�WKH�KLJKHVW�UDWH�RI�KRPLFLGH�
SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWKRXW�D�NQRZQ�PHFKDQLVP�LQ�WKH�$PHUL-
FDV�Ȃ�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�UDWH�RI�KRPLFLGH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�
VKDUS�REMHFWV�RU�RWKHU�PHFKDQLVPV�

ΖQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�E\�HDFK�RI�WKH�GL΍HU-
HQW�NQRZQ�PHFKDQLVPV�RI�NLOOLQJ��PRVW�QRWDEO\�fiUHDUPV��
GHFUHDVHG�IURP������LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�D�GURS�LQ�WKH�RYHUDOO�
KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�VXEUHJLRQ��6RXWK�$PHULFD�DOVR�KDG�D�
UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�UDWH�RI�KRPLFLGH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�D�VKDUS�
REMHFW�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�RWKHU�VXEUHJLRQV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��
D�PHFKDQLVP�WKDW�LV�UHODWLYHO\�SUHYDOHQW�LQ�&RORPELD��IRU�
H[DPSOH�

Firearm homicides as drivers of trends 
in the Americas
$OWKRXJK�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV�FDQ�GULYH�WKH�WRWDO�KRPLFLGH�
WUHQG�LQ�VRPH�FRXQWULHV��WKH\�PD\�EH�PXFK�OHVV�VLJQLfiFDQW�
LQ�RWKHUV��$V�LQGLFDWHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�VHFWLRQ��DYDLODEOH�
GDWD�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�VXJJHVW�WKDW�PRVW�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�
UHJLRQ�IDOO�LQWR�WKH�IRUPHU�JURXS�

Fig. 30 Homicide rate by mechanism of killing in the Caribbean, Central America and South America, selected years

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�
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7KH�FRXQWU\�H[DPSOHV�LQ�fiJXUH�31 provide further proof 
WKDW�VSLNHV�RU�GURSV�LQ�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�
DUH�PDLQO\�GULYHQ�E\�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�fiUHDUP�
KRPLFLGHV��ZKLOH�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�PHFKDQLVP�SOD\�D�PRUH�
OLPLWHG�UROH�LQ�H[SODLQLQJ�QDWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�WUHQGV��$�QRWD-
EOH�H[FHSWLRQ�LV�&KLOH��ZKHUH�XS�XQWLO������WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�VKDUS�REMHFWV�DQG�fiUHDUPV�
ZHUH�DW�WKH�VDPH�OHYHO��ZKHUHDV�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�
LQ������ZDV�GULYHQ�PRUH�E\�fiUHDUPV�DQG�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�
GHFUHDVH�LQ������E\�VKDUS�REMHFWV�

ΖQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��JXQ�VDOHV�LQFUHDVHG�JUHDWO\�LQ������΂��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�RSHQ�VRXUFHV��WKLV�ZDV�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�
DQ[LHW\�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�&29Ζ'����ORFNGRZQV�DQG�DOVR�ZLWK�
XSKHDYDOV�UHODWHG�WR�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�SURWHVWV�΂�΂ An 
DQDO\VLV�E\�WKH�%XUHDX�RI�$OFRKRO��7REDFFR��)LUHDUPV�DQG�
([SORVLYHV��$7)��DOVR�VKRZHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�

JXQV�UHFRYHUHG�E\�WKH�SROLFH�ZLWK�D�VKRUW�ȊWLPH�WR�FULPHȋ�΂��
DQ�LQGLFDWRU�RI�QHZO\�SXUFKDVHG�JXQV�EHLQJ�XVHG�LQ�FULPHV��
ΖQ�WKH�VDPH�\HDU��WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�UHFRUGHG�WKH�KLJKHVW�
QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�VLQFH�
�����DW�OHDVW��DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�DURXQG����SHU�FHQW�FRPSDUHG�
ZLWK������΂���'DWD�IURP�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�'LVHDVH�&RQWURO�
DQG�3UHYHQWLRQ�DOVR�VKRZHG�WKDW��LQ�������fiUHDUP�UHODWHG�
LQMXULHV�ZHUH�WKH�OHDGLQJ�FDXVH�RI�GHDWK�DPRQJ�FKLOGUHQ�
DQG�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI���DQG�����ZKLFK�
ZDV�OLNHO\�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�PDVV�VKRRWLQJV�΂��

5HFRUG�JXQ�VDOHV�KDV�EHHQ�SXW�IRUZDUG�DV�DQ�H[SODQDWLRQ�
IRU�WKH�VXUJH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�XVLQJ�fiUHDUPV�LQ�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�΂���+RZHYHU��WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�VDOHV�RI�fiUHDUPV�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�VSLNH�LQ�
fiUHDUP�NLOOLQJV�LV�FRQWHVWHG��$�VWXG\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�VWDWH�OHYHO�
fiUHDUP�SXUFKDVLQJ�DQG�YLROHQFH΂���GXULQJ�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQ-

Fig. 31 Number of homicide victims and homicides by mechanism of killing in selected countries in the Americas, 
ваба to lateVt aYailaEle \ear
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Mexico, 2010-2021
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El Salvador, 2010-2021
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United States of America, 2010-2020
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Chile, 2010-2021
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Ecuador, 2014-2021
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GHPLF�VKRZHG�WKDW�H[FHVV�SXUFKDVLQJ�ZDV�RQO\�DVVRFLDWHG�
ZLWK�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�GRPHVWLF�FRQWH[W�LQ�WKH�
PRQWKV�ZLWK�WKH�VWURQJHVW�SK\VLFDO�GLVWDQFLQJ�UHVWULFWLRQV��
ZLWK�QR�VXFK�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHLQJ�REVHUYHG�LQ�PRQWKV�ZLWK�
IHZHU�UHVWULFWLRQV�΂�� This also indicates that other factors 
UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�SDQGHPLF��VXFK�DV�GUXJ�DQG�DOFRKRO�XVH�RU�
UHVWULFWHG�DFFHVV�WR�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�SUHYHQWLRQ�VHUYLFHV��
FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�FRQWULEXWLQJ�IDFWRUV�WR�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�
YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�PRQWKV�ZLWK�IHZHU�UHVWULFWLRQV��0RUHRYHU��
QR�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZDV�IRXQG�EHWZHHQ�fiUHDUPV�SXUFKDVHV�
DQG�QRQ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��

ΖQ�%UD]LO��WKHUH�LV�D�VLPLODU�GHEDWH�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�
WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�fiUHDUPV�RQ�FULPH��LQFOXGLQJ�KRPLFLGH��
6RPH�VWXGLHV΂���KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�%UD]LOȇV�ODVW�PDMRU�FKDQJH�
LQ�JXQ�OHJLVODWLRQ�LQ�������ZKLFK�UHVWULFWHG�WKH�FDUU\LQJ�
RI�JXQV��OHG�WR�D�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�JXQ�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�RXW-
VLGH�WKH�KRPH��ΖQ�������QHZ�OHJLVODWLRQ�ORRVHQLQJ�FHUWDLQ�
UHVWULFWLRQV�RQ�JXQ�RZQHUVKLS�OHG�WR�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�JXQ�
sales,΂���EXW�DOVR�LQFOXGHG�PRUH�VXSHUYLVLRQ�DQG�WUDFLQJ�RI�
fiUHDUPV��$IWHU�D�VWHDG\�GHFOLQH�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�VLQFH�������
WKHUH�ZDV�D�VOLJKW�XSWLFN�LQ������LQ�WDQGHP�ZLWK�DQ�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV� The increase in 
fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV�PD\�EH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�
JXQ�VDOHV��EXW�WKH�DYDLODEOH�HYLGHQFH�GRHV�QRW�DOORZ�IRU�D�
FOHDU�FDXVDO�DWWULEXWLRQ�DW�SUHVHQW��

ΖQ�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��WUHQGV�LQ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�UHODWHG�DQG�RWKHU�FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�VWURQJO\�
OLQNHG�WR�WUHQGV�LQ�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV��ΖQ�(O�6DOYDGRU��IRU�
H[DPSOH��WKH�XVH�RI�fiUHDUPV�LV�VWURQJO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
NLOOLQJV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�JDQJ�YLROHQFH��UREEHU\�DQG�RUJD-
QL]HG�FULPH�DFWLYLWLHV��DV�RSSRVHG�WR�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�
IDPLO\�UHODWHG�YLROHQFH�200�$ORQJ�ZLWK�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�(O�6DOYDGRU�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��DV�
GHVFULEHG�LQ�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\���KRPLFLGHV�
SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV��DQG�KRPLFLGHV�RYHUDOO��DOVR�
GHFOLQHG��VXJJHVWLQJ�D�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WUHQGV�LQ�FULPH�UH-
ODWHG�NLOOLQJV�DQG�fiUHDUP�NLOOLQJV��$�VLPLODU�VLWXDWLRQ�ZDV�
REVHUYHG�LQ�0H[LFR��ZKHUH�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�fiUHDUP�KRPL-
FLGHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG������RFFXUUHG�GXULQJ�SHULRGV�RI�
LQFUHDVHG�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DFWLYLWLHV���΂

ΖQ�(XURSH��WKH�RYHUDOO�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�PRVW�VXEUHJLRQV�
KDV�HLWKHU�UHPDLQHG�DW�WKH�VDPH�UHODWLYHO\�ORZ�OHYHO�RU�
GHFUHDVHG�VOLJKWO\�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��2EVHUYDWLRQV�FDQ�EH�
PDGH�RQ�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVP�LQ�VRPH�
VXEUHJLRQV�ZLWK�DYDLODEOH�GDWD��ΖQ�1RUWKHUQ�(XURSH��IRU�
H[DPSOH��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�DOO�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�
KRPLFLGH�PHFKDQLVPV�KDV�JRQH�GRZQ�VLQFH�������ZLWK�
WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�KRPLFLGH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�
D�fiUHDUP��ZKLFK�KDV�UHPDLQHG�DW�WKH�VDPH�OHYHO��7KLV�
GRHV�QRW�DSSO\�WR�6ZHGHQ��KRZHYHU��ZKHUH�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�D�fiUHDUP�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�
WKUHHIROG�VLQFH�������$�VWXG\�FRQGXFWHG�E\�WKH�6ZHGLVK�
1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�&ULPH�3UHYHQWLRQ�KDV�VKRZQ�WKDW�WKH�

LOOHJDO�JXQ�PDUNHW�KDV�EHFRPH�HDVLHU�WR�DFFHVV�DQG�WKDW�
WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�JXQV�KDV�EHHQ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�YLROHQFH�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�PLOLHX�202

ΖQ�6RXWKHUQ�(XURSH��fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGH�UDWHV�KDYH�EHHQ�
GHFUHDVLQJ�VWHDGLO\�VLQFH�������PRUH�VR�WKDQ�WKH�RYHUDOO�
GHFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH��DV�VHHQ�LQ�6HUELD�������SHU���������
SRSXODWLRQ�LQ������WR������LQ��������%RVQLD�DQG�+HU]HJRY-
LQD�������WR�������DQG�6SDLQ�������WR�������

$�QRWDEOH�FDVH�LQ�:HVWHUQ�(XURSH�LV�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�WKH�
1HWKHUODQGV��ZKHUH�WKH�OHYHO�RI�fiUHDUP�NLOOLQJV�KDV�EHHQ�
UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�WKH�QHLJKERXULQJ�FRXQ-
WULHV�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��$OWKRXJK�WKLV�W\SH�RI�YLROHQFH�KDV�
EHHQ�REVHUYHG�LQ�OLTXLGDWLRQV�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�WKH�GUXJ�
PDfiD�203�fiUHDUP�NLOOLQJV�VWLOO�FRQVWLWXWH�D�VPDOOHU�VKDUH�
RI�KRPLFLGHV�WKDQ�WKRVH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�VKDUS�REMHFWV�
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The context of firearms homicide in Europe: results from Project TARGETa

Project TARGET,b�FRRUGLQDWHG�E\�WKH�)OHPLVK�3HDFH�ΖQVWLWXWH�
DQG�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��FROOHFWHG�GDWD�RQ�JXQ�
YLROHQFH�LQ����(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�DQG�DQDO\VHG�WKH�OLQNDJHV�
EHWZHHQ�JXQ�YLROHQFH�DQG�fiUHDUPV�WUDɝFNLQJ�LQ�VHYHQ�(XUR-
SHDQ�FRXQWULHV��%HOJLXP��(VWRQLD��.LQJGRP�RI�1HWKHUODQGV��
3RODQG��6HUELD��6SDLQ�DQG�6ZHGHQ��c

$�JHQHUDO�GRZQZDUG�WUHQG�LQ�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV�FRXOG�EH�
REVHUYHG�LQ�(XURSH�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������ZKLFK�WKHQ�VHHPV�
WR�KDYH�FRPH�WR�D�KDOW�LQ�VRPH�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV��ΖQ�FRXQ-
WULHV�VXFK�DV�%HOJLXP��*HUPDQ\�DQG�/DWYLD��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�fiUHDUP�KRPLFLGHV�VWRSSHG�GHFUHDVLQJ�LQ�WKH�PLG�
����V��ZKLOH�LQ�$XVWULD�LW�UHWXUQHG�WR�D�OHYHO�VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�LQ�
WKH�HDUO\�����V��ΖQ�6ZHGHQ��KRZHYHU��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�fiUHDUP�
KRPLFLGHV�GRXEOHG�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������

D 6RXUFH��3URMHFW�7$5*(7��$YDLODEOH�DW�KWWSV���YODDPVYUHGHVLQVWLWXXW�HX�HQ�
WDUJHW���

E )RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��YLVLW�)OHPLVK�3HDFH�ΖQVWLWXWH��Ȋ3URMHFW�WDUJHWȋ��΂��
'HFHPEHU����΂�

F 6HH�)OHPLVK�3HDFH�ΖQVWLWXWH��Pulling the Trigger: Gun Violence in Europe
�������

+DQGJXQV�DUH�WKH�fiUHDUPV�PRVW�XVHG�LQ�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�PRVW�
FRXQWULHV�LQ�(XURSH��ΖQ�MXVW���RI�WKH����FRXQWULHV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�
WKH�DQDO\VLV�WKH�XVH�RI�ORQJ�JXQV�VKRWJXQV�LV�PRUH�SUHYDOHQW�
�fiJXUH�EHORZ���7KH�XVH�RI�ORQJ�JXQV�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�SDUWLFXODUO\�
SUHYDOHQW�LQ�)UDQFH�����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�ORQJ�RU�
VKRUW�JXQV���3RUWXJDO�����SHU�FHQW��DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�
����SHU�FHQW���1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�LQWHU-
SUHWHG�ZLWK�FDXWLRQ�VLQFH�LQ�PRVW�RI�WKH�FRXQWULHV�DQDO\VHG�WKH�
PDMRULW\�RI�W\SHV�RI�fiUHDUP�ZHUH�FODVVLfiHG�DV�ȊXQVSHFLfiHGȋ��

0HQ�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI����DUH�WKH�PDLQ�SHUSHWUDWRUV�DQG�YLFWLPV�
RI�OHWKDO�fiUHDUP�YLROHQFH�LQ�(XURSH��7KLV�LV�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�
WKH�FDVH�LQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�FRQWH[W��\HW�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�GRPHVWLF�
JXQ�YLROHQFH��D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�IHPDOH�YLFWLPV�FDQ�DOVR�EH�
REVHUYHG��6SHFLfiFDOO\��LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�fiUH-
DUP�YLROHQFH��PRVW�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�DUH�IHPDOH��7KH�DJH�JURXSV�
RI�SHUSHWUDWRUV�DQG�YLFWLPV�LQ�WKH�GRPHVWLF�FRQWH[W�DUH�PRUH�
HYHQO\�GLVWULEXWHG�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�FRQWH[W��

7KH�fiQGLQJV�RI�SURMHFW�7$5*(7�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�WKH�FKDU-
DFWHULVWLFV�RI�JXQ�YLROHQFH�GL΍HU�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FRQWH[W�LQ�
ZKLFK�LW�RFFXUV��ΖQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�FRQWH[W��fiUHDUPV�DUH�XVHG�IRU�
IDFLOLWDWLQJ�YDULRXV�W\SHV�RI�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV��VXFK�DV�UREEHU\��
WKH�GUXJ�WUDGH��YLROHQW�FULPH��FULPLQDO�H[WRUWLRQ�DQG�WUDɝFN-
LQJ�LQ�SHUVRQV��)LUHDUPV�XVHG�LQ�VXFK�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�DUH�
DOPRVW�DOZD\V�LOOHJDOO\�REWDLQHG��ΖQ�VRPH�FRXQWULHV��WKH�LOOHJDO�
fiUHDUPV�PDUNHW�LV�VR�ODUJH�WKDW�HYHQ�ORZHU�OHYHO�FULPLQDOV�
KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�JXQV�d�+DQGJXQV�WHQG�WR�EH�WKH�WRRO�RI�FKRLFH�
IRU�FULPLQDO�YLROHQFH�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�fiUHDUPV�DV�WKH\�DUH�
HDV\�WR�FDUU\��XVH�DQG�FRQFHDO��ΖQ�PRVW�VXFK�FDVHV��fiUHDUPV�
YLROHQFH�LV�QRQ�OHWKDO�DV�WKH�ZHDSRQ�LV�PDLQO\�XVHG�WR�WKUHDWHQ�
RWKHUV��DV�VHHQ�LQ�FDVHV�RI�DUPHG�UREEHU\�LQ�WKH�.LQJGRP�
RI�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��%HOJLXP�DQG�ZHVWHUQ�%DONDQV��+RZHYHU��
WKH�GUXJ�PLOLHX�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�PRUH�OHWKDO�FDVXDOWLHV�DQG�
KLJKHU�OHYHOV�RI�XVH�RI�DXWRPDWLF�ULȵHV�WKDQ�RWKHU�FRQWH[WV�
RI�FULPLQDO�JXQ�YLROHQFH�

G 6HH�(XURSHDQ�0RQLWRULQJ�&HQWUH�IRU�'UXJV�DQG�'UXJ�$GGLFWLRQ��(0&''$��
DQG�)OHPLVK�3HDFH�ΖQVWLWXWH��Ȋ7KH�1H[XV�EHWZHHQ�GUXJ�PDUNHWV�DQG�JXQ�
YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQȋ�������
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0DVV�VKRRWLQJV�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK��RUJDQL]HG��FULPH�DUH�UDUH�
LQ�(XURSH�DQG�HYHQ�JDQJ�YLROHQFH�UDUHO\�UHVXOWV�LQ�D�ODUJH�
QXPEHU�RI�OHWKDO�FDVXDOWLHV��ZKLFK�PD\�EH�H[SODLQHG�E\�
WKH�GHVLUH�RI�FULPLQDOV�WR�UHPDLQ�XQGHU�WKH�SXEOLF�UDGDU��

7KH�XVH�RI�fiUHDUPV�LQ�DFWV�RI�GRPHVWLF�JXQ�YLROHQFH�LQ�
(XURSH�LV�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�DLPHG�DW�NLOOLQJ�RU�LQMXULQJ�WKH�
YLFWLP�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DFKLHYLQJ�VRPH�RWKHU�JRDO��$OWKRXJK�
KDQGJXQV�DUH�DOVR�WKH�PRVW�XVHG�W\SH�RI�fiUHDUP�LQ�WKLV�
FRQWH[W��D�VLJQLfiFDQW�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�YLROHQFH�LV�DOVR�FRP-
PLWWHG�ZLWK�ORQJ�JXQV��7KH�W\SH�RI�fiUHDUPV�XVHG�LV�EDVHG�
RQ�WKHLU�DFFHVVLELOLW\��PHDQLQJ�WKDW�SHUSHWUDWRUV�RIWHQ�XVH�
D�fiUHDUP�WKDW�LV�DOUHDG\�LQ�WKHLU��OHJDO�RU�LOOHJDO��SRVVHV-
VLRQ��7KH�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�fiUHDUP�WUDɝFNLQJ�DQG�GRPHVWLF�JXQ�
YLROHQFH�LV�WKHUHIRUH�JHQHUDOO\�ZHDNHU�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�
FULPLQDO�JXQ�YLROHQFH��

)LUHDUPV�DUH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�WHUURULVW�FRQWH[W�WR�GHVWDELOL]H�
D�SROLWLFDO�VWDWH�RU�D�VRFLDO�RUGHU��7HUURULVW�DWWDFNV�FDQ�EH�
SDUWLFXODUO\�OHWKDO�ZKHQ�fiUHDUPV�DUH�XVHG��ΖQ�JHQHUDO��WHU-
URULVWV�SUHIHU�WR�XVH�PLOLWDU\�JUDGH�DQG�DXWRPDWLF�fiUHDUPV��
EXW�RIWHQ�KDYH�WR�UHO\�RQ�ZKDWHYHU�LV�ORFDOO\�DYDLODEOH��-LKDGL�
terrorists often operate as lone actors and are usually not 
VWUXFWXUDOO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DQ�H[LVWLQJ�QHWZRUN��7KH\�WHQG�
WR�UHO\�RQ�PHPEHUV�ZLWK�FULPLQDO�SDVWV�WR�DFTXLUH�fiUHDUPV��
5LJKW�ZLQJ�WHUURULVP�LV�DQ�XPEUHOOD�WHUP�WKDW�FRYHUV�D�ZLGH�
YDULHW\�RI�LGHRORJLFDO�EDFNGURSV�DQG�JULHYDQFHV��VXFK�DV�
LVODPRSKRELD��HWKQLF�QDWLRQDOLVP��ZKLWH�VXSUHPDF\�DQG�
LQFHO��LQYROXQWDU\�FHOLEDWH���7KLV�LV�D�IDLUO\�KHWHURJHQRXV�
JURXS�WKDW�WHQGV�WR�UHO\�RQ�YDULRXV�PHWKRGV�WR�DFTXLUH�
fiUHDUPV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�OHJDO�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�fiUHDUPV��LQWHUQHW�
SXUFKDVHV�RI�fiUHDUP�FRPSRQHQWV�IRU�VHOI�DVVHPEO\��DQG�
HYHQ�VHOI�PDQXIDFWXUHG�fiUHDUPV�XVLQJ��'�SULQWLQJ�WHFK-
QRORJ\��/HIW�ZLQJ�WHUURULVWV�VHHP�WR�XVH�H[SORVLYH�GHYLFHV�
UDWKHU�WKDQ�fiUHDUPV�

7KH�DQDO\VHV�IURP�SURMHFW�7$5*(7�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�FULPLQDO�JXQ�
YLROHQFH�LQ�(XURSH�LV�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�fiUHDUPV�
RQ�LOOLFLW�JXQ�PDUNHWV��ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�OHJDF\�
FRQȵLFW�ZHDSRQV��IURP�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�%DONDQV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��e
FULPLQDOV�KDYH�DOVR�H[SORLWHG�OHJDO�ORRSKROHV�WKDW�KDYH�OHG�
WR�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�UHDFWLYDWHG�fiUHDUPV�f
FRQYHUWHG�EODQN�fiULQJ�ZHDSRQV�RU�FRQYHUWHG�)OREHUW�FDO-
LEUH�ZHDSRQV��JXQV�ZLWK�D�ORZ�PX]]OH�YHORFLW\�GHVLJQHG�
IRU�LQGRRU�XVH���

  

H 7KHVH�DUH�ZHDSRQV�WKDW�ZHUH�XVHG�GXULQJ�FRQIOLFWV��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�
DUPHG�FRQIOLFWV�LQ�IRUPHU�<XJRVODYLD��DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�GLYHUWHG�LQWR�WKH�
KDQGV�RI�SULYDWH�FLWL]HQV�

I )LUHDUPV�WKDW�ZHUH�QRW�SURSHUO\�GHDFWLYDWHG��L�H��PRGLI\LQJ�WKH�ILUHDUP��
PDNLQJ�LW�XQDEOH�WR�ILUH�OLYH�DPPXQLWLRQ��FDQ�EH�UHDFWLYDWHG�DQG�XVHG�
DV�D�OLYH�ILULQJ�ILUHDUP�
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APPENDIX

Appendix II. ,ntentional KoPicideV E\ reJion and cercle ȁ 0ali�
-anXar\ вава to 2ctoEer вавб �related to ȉ9iolent deatKV 
and intentional KoPicide in 0aliȊ� 

Region Cercle Homicides

%DPDNR��&DSLWDO�'LVWULFW� %DPDNR ��

Gao Gao
$QVRQJR
%RXUHP

��
11
1

Kayes Kayes 3

Kidal Kidal 1

Ménaka Ménaka ��

Mopti Koro
'RXHQW]D
Bankass

%DQGLDJDUD
Djenné
Mopti

��
��
��
20
�
�

6HJRX Niono
San

Baraouéli
Macina

��
13
3
1

7RPERXFWRX *RXUPD�5KDURXV
7LPEXNWX

�
�

6RXUFH��0Ζ1860$�

Appendix I. /inear 2/S reJreVVion eVtiPateV Xnderl\inJ tKe ΋JXreV in ȉ0ore orJani]ed criPe� leVV KoPicide" 
A look at municipality-level data in Mexico”

Variables
Homicide rate (Ln) 3rd figure 4th figure 

1st ΋gXre 2nd ΋gXre Burglary Robbery Burglary Robbery

6HHQ�JDQJV���� �����



��������

�����

��������

�����



�������

6TXDUHG�WHUP ��������


����������

��������
���������

��������
���������

9LFWLPV�RI�H[WRUWLRQ���� �����

��������

�����
�������

�����



�������

6TXDUHG�WHUP ��������
���������

��������
���������

�������


��������

Constant �����


�������

�����



�������

�����


�������

������
�������

�����



�������

������
�������

Observations �� �� �� �� �� ��

5�VTXDUHG ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

Note: 


 p�0.01, 

 p�0.05, 
 p�0.1.



141GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023

΂ Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 3, Understanding Homicide
�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

2 International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS) (United 
1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

� 4XHVWLRQ�΂���DQG�LWV�VXEVHFWLRQV��812'&��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6XUYH\�RQ�
&ULPH�7UHQGV�DQG�WKH�2SHUDWLRQ�RI�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�6\VWHPV��81�&76�ȋ��
-XQH���΂��

� 6HH�5HJRHF]L��:��&��DQG�5ΖHGHO��0���Ȋ7KH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�PLVVLQJ�GDWD�
HVWLPDWLRQ�PRGHOV�WR�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�XQNQRZQ�YLFWLP�RIIHQGHU�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�LQ�KRPLFLGH�FDVHVȋ��Journal of 4uantitative Criminology, 
΂���΂��Ȃ΂����-XQH��������

� 1DWLRQDO�&ULPH�5HFRUG�%XUHDX��Crime in India��9ROXPH�Ζ��ΖQGLD�����΂���

� ΖQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�D�VXEW\SH�RI�LQWHUSHU-
VRQDO�KRPLFLGH�

� )RU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�ȊΖQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�KRPLFLGHȋ�
LQ�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�

� 6HH�Ȋ1LJHULD��KRPLFLGH�HVWLPDWHV�E\�KRPLFLGH�W\SH�XVLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�
VXUYH\Vȋ�RQ�SDJH����RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU�DQG�Ȋ0DSSLQJ�YLROHQW�GHDWKV�LQ�
0DOLȋ�RQ�SDJH�΂����

� 7KLV�DSSURDFK�ZDV��IRU�H[DPSOH��XVHG�E\�6W¸FNO�HW�DO��WR�SURGXFH�
FRQVHUYDWLYH��ORZHU�ERXQG��HVWLPDWHV�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGHV�
JOREDOO\��6HH�6W¸FNO�+��HW�DO���Ȋ7KH�JOREDO�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�
KRPLFLGH��D�V\VWHPDWLF�UHYLHZȋ��The Lancet��YRO�������1R�������
�6HSWHPEHU���΂���

΂� 'XH�WR�WKH�OLPLWHG�GDWD��QR�VHSDUDWH�UHJLRQDO�HVWLPDWHV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�
VKDUHV�E\�W\SH�DUH�SXEOLVKHG�IRU�$IULFD��$VLD�RU�2FHDQLD��+RZHYHU��WKH�
JOREDO�VKDUHV�LQFOXGH�LPSXWHG�HVWLPDWHV�IRU�WKRVH�UHJLRQV�

΂΂ International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes (United 
1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

΂� ΖELG��

΂� Gender-related Killings of Women and Girls (Femicide/Feminicide): Global 
Estimates of Gender-related Killings of Women and Girls in the Private 
Sphere in 2021��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

΂� See Global Study on Homicide 2019, Gender-related Killing of Women and 
Girls��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂����

΂� $YHUDJH�ZHLJKWHG�E\�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�NLOOLQJV��PDOH�DQG�
IHPDOH�YLFWLPV��LQ�HDFK�RI�WKH����FRXQWULHV�

΂� 'DWD�RQ�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�H[FOXVLYHO\�E\�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�
DUH�DYDLODEOH�IURP����FRXQWULHV�DFURVV�DOO�UHJLRQV�IRU�DW�OHDVW�RQH�\HDU�
LQ�WKH�SHULRG���΂�Ȃ���΂�

΂� )RU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�“Statistical framework for measuring the 
gender-related killing of women and girls (also referred to as “femicide/
feminicide”)”��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ�����΂��

΂� 7KHUH�LV�D�SRVLWLYH�DQG�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQLILFDQW�FRUUHODWLRQ��U� �������S���
���΂��EHWZHHQ�WKH�UDWH�RI�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGH�DQG�WKH�
UDWH�RI�IHPDOH�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�LQ�D�VDPSOH�RI����FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�
VXIILFLHQW�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�GDWD�IRU�WKH�SHULRG���΂�Ȃ���΂�

΂� 6HH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�UHVROXWLRQV��$�5(6����΂�΂�
DGRSWHG�LQ���΂��DQG�$�5(6����΂���DGRSWHG�LQ���΂���

20 Global Study on Homicide 2019��%RRNOHW����Gender-related Killing of 
Women and Girls �8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

�΂ Statistical framework for measuring the gender-related killing of women 
and girls (also referred to as “femicide/feminicide”) (United Nations 
SXEOLFDWLRQ�����΂��

22 Gender-related Killings of Women and Girls (Femicide/Feminicide): Global 
Estimates of Gender-related Killings of Women and Girls in the Private 
Sphere in 2021��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

23 6HH�WKH�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�DQQH[�WR�WKH�Global Study on Homicide 2019
�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

�� Gender-related Killings of Women and Girls (Femicide/Feminicide): Global 

Estimates of Female Intimate Partner/Family-related Homicides in 2022
�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

�� Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 3, Understanding Homicide
�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

�� ΖELG�

�� See Kenya, National Police Service, Annual Report ����΂��

�� 6HH�/DQG�&RQIOLFW�:DWFK��Locating the Breach: Mapping the Nature of 
Land Conflicts in India��1XW�*UDSK�//3��5LJKWV�DQG�5HVRXUFHV�ΖQLWLDWLYH��
DQG�2[IDP�ΖQGLD��������

29 5RELQVRQ��1���Ȋ$�4XDQWLWDWLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�ΖQGLDQ�6XSUHPH�&RXUWȇV�
ZRUNORDGȋ� Journal of Empirical Legal Studies��YRO��΂���1R�����'HFHPEHU�
��΂���

30 6HH�*OHLFN��3���ΖFHODQG��&��DQG�7ULYHGL��$���Ending Conflicts over Water: 
Solutions to Water and Security Challenges��:RUOG�5HVRXUFH�ΖQVWLWXWH��
������

�΂ 6HH�3DFLILF�ΖQVWLWXWH��Ȋ:DWHU�FRQIOLFWȋ��:DWHU�FRQIOLFW�FKURQRORJ\��

32 *OHLFN��3���ΖFHODQG��&��DQG�7ULYHGL��$�� Ending Conflicts over Water: 
Solutions to Water and Security Challenges��:RUOG�5HVRXUFH�ΖQVWLWXWH��
������

33 The period of reference does not cover 2022, which saw an increase in 
DUPHG�FRQIOLFW�GHDWKV�GXH�WR�WKH�ZDU�LQ�8NUDLQH�

�� 6DQMXUKR��'���Ȋ7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�ILUHDUP�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�DQG�
YLROHQFH�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDȋ�����-XO\�������6OPLUDQR��&���Ȋ%HKLQG�D�5LVH�LQ�
/DWLQ�$PHULFDȇV�9LROHQW�&ULPH��$�'HDGO\�)ORZ�RI�ΖOOHJDO�*XQVȋ��Americas 
Quarterly��0DU\�΂��������

�� )ORUHV�0DF¯DV��*��DQG�=DUNLQ��-���Ȋ7KH�0LOLWDUL]DWLRQ�RI�/DZ�(QIRUFHPHQW��
(YLGHQFH�IURP�/DWLQ�$PHULFDȋ��Perspectives on Politics��YRO��΂���1R����
�'HFHPEHU���΂����SS���΂�Ȃ����

�� Global Study on Homicide 2019��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂��

�� 6HH�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\��$OVR��FRQVXOW�$M]HQPDQ��1��DQG�
-DLWPDQ��/���Ȋ&ULPH�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�DQG�KRW�VSRW�G\QDPLFV�LQ�/DWLQ�
$PHULFDȋ��Ζ'%��-XQH���΂����0XJJDK��5��DQG�$JXLUUH�7RERQ��.���Ȋ5HGXFLQJ�
/DWLQ�$PHULFDȇV�YLROHQW�KRW�VSRWV�ȋ�Aggression and Violent Behavior, 
YRO�����-XO\�$XJXVW���΂����0XJJDK��5���$JXLUUH�7RERQ��.��DQG�&KDLQH\��6���
Ȋ7DUJHWLQJ�ȊKRW�VSRWVȋ�FRXOG�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�UHGXFH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDȇV�PXUGHU�
UDWHȋ��Americas 4uarterly����0DUFK���΂����

�� 6HH�WKH�VHFWLRQ�RQ�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPLFLGH��RQ SDJH�΂���RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU�

39 Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 2 (United Nations publication, 
��΂���

�� %HUJPDQ��0���ȊΖQVLJKWV�IURP�QHZ�VWXGLHV�RQ�YLROHQFH�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�
SULVRQVȋ��International Criminal Justice Review��YRO������1R��Ζ��'HFHPEHU�
��΂����3LHUFH��-��DQG�)RQGHYLOD��*���Ȋ&RQFHQWUDWHG�YLROHQFH��WKH�LQIOXHQFH�
RI�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLW\�DQG�JRYHUQDQFH�RQ�SULVRQ�YLROHQFH�LQ�/DWLQ�
$PHULFDȋ��International Criminal Justice Review��YRO������1R��΂���-XQH���΂����
SS����Ȃ΂����%HUJPDQ��0��DQG�)RQGHYLOD��*���ΖQb3ULVRQV�DQG�&ULPH�LQ�
/DWLQ�$PHULFD��&DPEULGJH��&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�����΂���
0DFDXOD\��)���Ȋ7KH�SROLF\�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�LQIRUPDO�SULVRQHU�JRYHUQPHQWȋ��
Prison Service Journal: Special Edition: Informal Dynamics of Survival in 
Latin American Prison��1R�������-DQXDU\���΂����

�΂ 6HH�&URFL��*��DQG�&KDLQH\��6���Ȋ$Q�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�WR�XQGHU-
VWDQG�/DWLQ�$PHULFDȇV�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�KRPLFLGHȊ��British Journal of 
Criminology��YRO�����1R�����6HSWHPEHU��������6DQKXH]D��$��HW�DO���
Ȋ+RPLFLGH�DPRQJ�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWULHV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�
&DULEEHDQȊ��Revista Panamericana Salud Publica������΂��-XO\��������

�� 812'&��*OREDO�5HSRUW�RQ�&RFDLQH������Ȃ�/RFDO�'\QDPLFV��*OREDO�
&KDOOHQJHV��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

�� 0RKRU��'���Ȋ6XUJLQJ�JDQJ�YLROHQFH�DFURVV�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�FKDOOHQJHV�DLG�
VHFWRU�WR�UHVSRQGȋ��΂��0D\�������

�� %UDQWLQJKDP��-���9DODVLN��0��DQG�7LWD��*��(���Ȋ&RPSHWLWLYH�GRPLQDQFH��
JDQJ�VL]H�DQG�WKH�GLUHFWLRQDOLW\�RI�JDQJ�YLROHQFHȋ��Crime Science��YRO�����
1R�����$XJXVW���΂���

�� 6HH�6ROPLUDQR��&���ȋ%HKLQG�D�ULVH�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDȇV�YLROHQW�FULPH��D�

REFERENCES



142 4  ––  UNDERSTANDING HOMICIDE

GHDGO\�IORZ�RI�LOOHJDO�JXQVȋ��Americas 4uarterly �΂��0D\�������DQG�
$JXLUUH��.��DQG�0XJJDK��5���Ȋ$UPLQJ�WKH�$PHULFDVȋ��Oxford Handbook of 
the Sociology of Latin America��2FWREHU��������

�� 6HH�0XJJDK��5��DQG�'XGOH\��6���Ȋ&29Ζ'΂��LV�UHFRQILJXULQJ�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQȋ��Small Wars Journal 
�)HEUXDU\����΂��

�� 812'&��Ȋ5HVHDUFK�EULHI��(IIHFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'��΂��SDQGHPLF�DQG�UHODWHG�
UHVWULFWLRQV�RQ�KRPLFLGH�DQG�SURSHUW\�FULPHȋ��9LHQQD��������

�� 0XJJDK��5��DQG�$JXLUUH��.���ȊΖQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��KRPLFLGH�LV�WKH�RWKHU�
NLOOHU�HSLGHPLFȋ��Foreign Policy�����0D\��������

�� $V�QRWHG�ODWHU�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU�DQG�LQ�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�

�� 7KHVH�FRXQWULHV�ZHUH�-DPDLFD�����΂�SHU�΂�������SRSXODWLRQ���6RXWK�
$IULFD���������6DLQW�/XFLD���������+RQGXUDV���������%HOL]H���΂������6DLQW�
9LQFHQW���������6DLQW�.LWWV�DQG�1HYLV���������7ULQLGDG�DQG�7REDJR���������
%DKDPDV��������DQG�0\DQPDU���������1RWH�WKDW�QRW�DOO�FRXQWULHV�
UHSRUWHG�GDWD�IRU����΂�

�΂ 8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��+RXVH�RI�&RPPRQV�/LEUDU\��Ȋ&ULPH�LQ�WKH�7XUNV�DQG�
&DLFRV�ΖVODQGVȋ��5HVHDUFK�EULHILQJ����'HFHPEHU������

�� $W�OHDVW���΂���SHRSOH�ZHUH�UHSRUWHGO\�PXUGHUHG�LQ������DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
WKH�+DLWLDQ�1DWLRQDO�3ROLFH�DQG�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�ΖQWHJUDWHG�2IILFH�LQ�
+DLWL��XS�IURP�΂�����LQ����΂��6HH�Haiti’s Criminal Markets: Mapping Trends 
in Firearms and Drug Trafficking��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

�� See El Heraldo��Ȋ&X£OHV�KDQ�VLGR�ORV�ORJURV�GHO�HVWDGR�GH�H[FHSFLµQ�HQ�
+RQGXUDVȋ����-DQXDU\������

�� 5RVHQ��-��'���&XWURQD��6��DQG�/LQGTXLVW��.���Ȋ9LROHQFH��DQG�)HDU��3XQLWLYH�
'DUZLQLVP�LQ�(O�6DOYDGRUȋ��Crime Law Soc Changebт9��-XO\�������SS��
΂��Ȃ΂���

�� :ULWWHQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�(O�6DOYDGRU�WR�
812'&�

�� *RYHUQPHQW�RI�(O�6DOYDGRU��3UHVLGHQWLDO�3UHVV�6HFUHWDU\��“El Salvador 
registra el promedio de homicidios más bajo de Centroam«rica”����-DQXDU\�
������

�� 0H[LFR�UHSRUWHG��������KRPLFLGHV�LQ�������FRPSDUHG�ZLWK��΂��΂��LQ�
���΂��2YHU����SHU�FHQW�ZHUH�FRQFHQWUDWHG�LQ�MXVW�VL[�VWDWHV��%DMD�
&DOLIRUQLD��&KLKXDKXD��-DOLVFR��0LFKRDFDQ�DQG�WKH�VWDWH�RI�0H[LFR��6HH�
ΖQVWLWXWR�1DFLRQDO�GH�(VWDG¯VWLFD��*HRJUDI¯D�H�ΖQIRUP£WLFD��Ζ1(*Ζ���
Ȋ'HIXQFLRQHV�SRU�KRPLFLGLRV�HQHUR�D�GLFLHPEUH�GH�����ȋ�����-XO\�������

�� 0RVW�QRWDEO\�LQ�WKH�GHSDUWPHQWV�RI�$UDXFD��3XWXPD\R��&DXFD��&KRFµ��
*XDYLDUH�DQG�9DOOH�GHO�&DXFD��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�*RQ]£OH]�'¯D]��$���Ȋ΂����΂�
KRPLFLGLRV�HQ�&RORPELD�GXUDQWH�HO�����ȋ��Universidad Externado de 
Colombia�����'HFHPEHU�������

�� Global Report on Cocaine 2023 – Local Dynamics, Global Challenges
�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

�� 6HH�0LVWOHU�)HUJXVRQ��6���Ȋ5LYDOV�IRU�WKH�WKURQH�Ȃ�FDQ�$UJHQWLQDȇV�
$OYDUDGR�FODQ�WKUHDWHQ�WKH�0RQRV"ȋ��Insight Crime��΂��-XQH������

�΂ 'DWD�IURPb0LQLVWU\�RI�+HDOWK�RI�%UD]LO��ΖQIRUPDWLRQ�7HFKQRORJ\�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�+HDOWK�6\VWHP��'$7$686��

�� %HVVD�)UDQFLR]R�'LQL]��9��DQG�0F%ULHQ��-��/���Ȋ&KLOGUHQ�DQG�GUXJ�
WUDIILFNLQJ�LQ�%UD]LO��FDQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�ODZ�SURYLGH�
SURWHFWLRQV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�GUXJ�WUDIILFNLQJ"ȋ�6RFLHWLHV��YRO��΂���
1R�����'HFHPEHU�������

�� World Drug Report 2023��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

�� 6HH�Ȋ'UXJ�JDQJV�DQG�VXUJLQJ�YLROHQFH�LQ�(FXDGRUȋ�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�
FKDSWHU�

�� 7KH�ULYDO�IDFWLRQV�DUH�FDOOHG�&KRQHURV�DQG�/RERV��DOWKRXJK�&RORPELDQ��
0H[LFDQ�DQG�$OEDQLDQ�GUXJ�FDUWHOV�DQG�FULPH�V\QGLFDWHV�DUH�DOVR�
LQFUHDVLQJO\�LQYROYHG��6HH�$QGUDGH��&���0DUJROLV��0��DQG�0XJJDK��5��
Ȋ(FXDGRUȇV�FULPH�ZDYH�DQG�LWV�$OEDQLDQ�FRQQHFWLRQȋ��Americas 4uarterly
�΂��$SULO��������

�� 6DQMXUMR��'���The Relationship between Firearm Proliferation and Violence 
in Latin America�����-XQH�������

�� 3HUH]�5LFDUW��&��$���Ȋ�0£V�DUPDV��P£V�YLROHQFLD"�(YLGHQFLD�GH�XQD�
FRPSOHMD�UHODFLµQ�GHVGH�$P«ULFD�/DWLQDȋ��Perfiles Latinoamericanos, 
YRO������1R������-DQXDU\��������

�� Global Study on Firearms Trafficking 2020 (United Nations publication, 
������

�� 6HH�)DEUH��$�6��HW�DO���Ȋ:HDSRQV�FRPSDVV��&DULEEHDQ�ILUHDUPV�VWXG\ȋ��
Small Arms Survey��$SULO��������

�� ΖELG�

�΂ 6HH�$JXLUUH��.��DQG�0XJJDK��5���Arming the Americas��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�
3UHVV��������

�� Global Study on Firearms Trafficking 2020 (United Nations publication, 
������

�� 6HH�$JXLUUH��.��DQG�0XJJDK��5���Arming the Americas��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�
3UHVV���������)RU�PRUH�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�DUPV�WUDQVIHU�
WUHQGV��6HH�DOVR�6PDOO�$UPV�6XUYH\��������IRU�D�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WUDQVIHU�
PRGDOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��

�� Global Study on Firearms Trafficking 2020 (United Nations publication, 
������

�� 6HH�&$5Ζ&20�&RXQFLO��Ȋ&$5Ζ&20�VWDWHV�MRLQ�0H[LFRȇV�DQWL�JXQ�ODZVXLW�
LQ�WKH�86ȋ���΂�0DUFK�������8QLWHG�6WDWHV�*RYHUQPHQW�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�
2IILFH��Ȋ)LUHDUPV�WUDIILFNLQJ��PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�QHHGHG�WR�LQIRUP�86�
HIIRUWV�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDȋ��΂΂�-DQXDU\�������+HQU\�6KXOGLQHU�DQG�
$QDVWDVLD�$XVWLQ��Ȋ$FURVV�WKH�$PHULFDV��JRYHUQPHQWV�DLP�WR�UHLQ�LQ�
IORZ�RI�JXQVȋ� InSight Crime�����$SULO�������*ULOOR��Ζ���ȋ86�PDGH�JXQV�DUH�
ULSSLQJ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DSDUW�DQG�GULYLQJ�PLJUDWLRQ�QRUWKȋ��The 
Guardian��΂��$SULO����΂��&DULEEHDQ�&RPPXQLW\��&$5Ζ&20���Ȋ'HFODUDWLRQ�
E\�&$5Ζ&20�KHDGV�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�Ȃ�ZDU�RQ�JXQVȋ��΂��$SULO�������

�� 812'&�GDWD�EDVHG�RQ�UHJLRQDO�HVWLPDWHV�URXQGHG�XS�WR�WKH�PXOWLSOH�
RI�΂����

�� See Population Trends in Latin America and the Caribbean, Demographic 
Effects of the COVID-19 pandemic��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ���������

�� 6HH�&K£YH]��&���Ȋ:KDW�ZH�NQRZ�DQG�ZKDW�ZH�GRQȇW�NQRZ�DERXW�\RXWK�
JDQJV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDȋ��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�&KLOGUHQȇV�)XQG�����6HSWHPEHU�
��΂���-XWHUVRQNH��2���0XJJDK��5��DQG�5RGJHUV��'���Ȋ*DQJV��XUEDQ�
YLROHQFH��DQG�VHFXULW\�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDȋ��Security 
Dialogue��YRO�����1R������6HSWHPEHU��������SS�����Ȃ�����

�� 6HH�.DODQWDU\DQ��6���8HIILQJ��3��DQG�1HGHH��$��Youth Perspectives in Latin 
America and the Caribbean: Evidence from Latinbarµmetro Survey
�3XEOLFDWLRQV�2IILFH�RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��������

�� See The Impact of COVID-19 on Organized Crime (United Nations 
SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

�΂ 6HH�'XGOH\��6���DQG�%DUJHQW��-���Ȋ7KH�SULVRQ�GLOHPPD��/DWLQ�$PHULFDȇV�
LQFXEDWRUV�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPHȋ��Insight Crime��΂��-DQXDU\���΂���

�� 6HH�/HVVLQJ��%��DQG�:LOOLV��*���Ȋ/HJLWLPDF\�LQ�FULPLQDO�JRYHUQDQFH��
PDQDJLQJ�D�GUXJ�HPSLUH�IURP�EHKLQG�EDUVȋ��American Political Science 
Review�bYRO��΂΂���1R��������)HEUXDU\���΂����SS����������

�� 6HH�0XJJDK��5��DQG�6]DER��Ζ��%UD]LOȇV�GHDGO\�SULVRQ�V\VWHP��New York 
Times����-DQXDU\���΂���0XJJDK��5���7DERDGD��&���DQG�7LQRFR��'���Ȋ:K\�LV�
SULVRQ�YLROHQFH�VR�EDG�LQ�%UD]LOȋ��Americas 4uarterly����$XJXVW���΂���DQG�
0XJJDK��5���Ȋ%UD]LOȇV�SULVRQ�PDVVDFUHV�VHQG�D�GLUH�PHVVDJHȋ��NPR (May 
��΂����

�� +HUQDQGH]�5R\��&��DQG�%HQGVRH��5���Ȋ%XLOGLQJ�EDUULHUV�DQG�EULGJHV��WKH�
Need for international cooperation to counter the Caribbean-Europe 
GUXJ�WUDGHȋ��&HQWHU�IRU�6WUDWHJLF�DQG�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�6WXGLHV��&6Ζ6�
�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&����������

�� 5HSXEOLF�RI�7ULQLGDG�DQG�7REDJR��0LQLVWU\�RI�1DWLRQDO�6HFXULW\��Strategic 
Services Agency, Annual Report 2021�����΂���

�� ΖELG��

�� ΖELG��

�� 6HH�'RXJODV��6���Ȋ66$��3ROLFH�VL]HG�JXQV�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�FULPLQDOVȇ�KDQGVȋ��
1HZV�'D\��΂��0D\������

�� Caribbean Policy Research Institute, Guns Out: The Splintering of 
Jamaica’s Gangs��.LQJWRQ��������

90 ΖELG�

�΂ 6HH�/LQWRQ��/���Ȋ-&)�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�VSHFLDO�DQWL�JDQJ�WDVN�IRUFHȋ��Jamaican 
Information Service���΂�0D\�������

92 ΖELG�

93 ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�&ULVLV�*URXS��Crime in Pieces: The Effects of Mexico’s “War 
on Drugs”, Explained��������



143GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023

�� See Haiti’s Criminal Markets: Mapping Trends in Firearms and Drug 
Trafficking��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�3XEOLFDWLRQ���������

�� See Infoamazonia��Ȋ:HOFRPH�WR�WKH�$PD]RQ�XQGHUZRUOGȋ����$XJXVW�
�����

�� 6HH�0XJJDK��5���Ȋ+RZ�FRFDLQH�LV�GHVWUR\LQJ�WKH�$PD]RQȋ��Foreign Policy
���$XJXVW��������DQG�The Nexus Between Drugs and Crimes that Affect the 
Environment and Convergent Crime in the Amazon Basin (United Nations 
SXEOLFDWLRQ���������

�� Global report on Cocaine 2023 – Local Dynamics, Global Challenges
�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ���������

�� 6HH�0XJJDK��5���Ȋ/DWLQ�$PHULFDȇV�FULPH�VXUJH�LV�IXHOHG�E\�VXUJLQJ�
FRFDLQH�SURGXFWLRQȋ��Small Wars Journal�����0D\�������

99 Global report on Cocaine 2023 – Local Dynamics, Global Challenges 
�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

΂�� +HUQDQGH]�5R\��&��DQG�%HQGVRH��5���Ȋ%XLOGLQJ�EDUULHUV�DQG�EULGJHV��WKH�
need for international cooperation to counter the Caribbean-Europe 
GUXJ�WUDGHȋ��&HQWHU�IRU�6WUDWHJLF�DQG�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�6WXGLHV��&6Ζ6��
�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&����������

΂�΂ 6HH�+RUDFH�&KDQJ��'HSXW\�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�DQG�0LQLVWHU�RI�1DWLRQDO�
6HFXULW\��Ȋ7UDQVQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�IURP�D�&DULEEHDQ�SHUVSHF-
WLYHȋ��LQ�D�VWDWHPHQW�WR�+LJK�/HYHO�6HFXULW\�&RQIHUHQFH�RI�WKH�*XLDQD�
6KLHOG��3DUDPDULER��6XULQDPH���΂����$SULO�������

΂�� Transnational Organized Crime in Central America and the Caribbean – A 
Threat Assessment��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

΂�� World Drug Report 2000��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ�����΂��

΂�� Global report on Cocaine 2023 – Local Dynamics, Global Challenges
�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

΂�� 6HH�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDO�LQGLFDWRU�΂��΂���΂�DW�6XVWDLQDEOH�
'HYHORSPHQW�*RDO�JOREDO�GDWDEDVH�

΂�� 6HH�5D\��-���Ȋ*OREDO�SURJUHVV�RQ�VDIHW\��FRQILGHQFH�LQ�SROLFH�VWDOOVȋ��
Gallup�����2FWREHU�������

΂�� +RQGXUDV��'LDULR�2ILFLDO�GH�OD�5HSXEOLFD�GH�+RQGXUDV��Decreto Ejecutivo 
Número PCM 29-2022��+RQGXUDV��������

΂�� +RQGXUDV��'LDULR�2ILFLDO�GH�OD�5HSXEOLFD�GH�+RQGXUDV��Decreto Ejecutivo 
Número PCM 15-2023��+RQGXUDV���������

΂�� 2+&+5��Ȋ+RQGXUDV��0LOLWDUL]DWLRQ�RI�SXEOLF�VHFXULW\ȋ��3UHVV�%ULHILQJ�
1RWHV����-XO\�����

΂΂� :ULWWHQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�(O�6DOYDGRU�WR�
812'&��

΂΂΂ 2+&+5��Ȋ(O�6DOYDGRU��&RQFHUQ�DW�PHDVXUHV�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�ULVLQJ�JDQJ�
YLROHQFHȋ��3UHVV�EULHILQJ�QRWHV����$SULO�������

΂΂� 7KHVH�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�LQFOXGHG�Ζ[FKLJXDQ�DQG�7DMXPXOFR�LQ�WKH�
GHSDUWPHQW�RI�6DQ�0DUFRV��*XDWHPDOD��0LQLVWHULR�GH�*REHUQDFLµQ��
Segundo a³o de Gobierno: Memoria de Labores 201тb�*XDWHPDOD����΂����

΂΂� (FXDGRU��*RYHUQPHQW�RI�(FXDGRU��'HFUHWR�(MHFXWLYR�1R�������(FXDGRU��
�������

΂΂� 6HH�$JHQFH�)UDQFH�3UHVVH��Ȋ(FXDGRU�GHFODUHV�HPHUJHQF\�UXOH�LQ�PDMRU�
SRUW�WR�FRPEDW�FULPHȋ��Barron’s��΂�$SULO������

΂΂� 6HH�6HQDWH�RI�&KLOH��Ȋ/H\�1D¯Q�5HWDPDO�\D�XQD�UHDOLGDGȋ����$SULO�������

΂΂� 6HH�ΖQWHUSRO��ȊΖQWHUSRO�JOREDO�FULPH�WUHQG�VXPPDU\�UHSRUWȋ��2FWREHU�
������(XURSRO��Ȋ(XURSRO�VSRWOLJKW���WKH�XVH�RI�YLROHQW�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
JURXSVȋ����'HFHPEHU����΂��DQG�(XURSHDQ�&RXQFLO��Ȋ7KH�(8ȇV�ILJKW�
DJDLQVW�RUJDQL]HG�FULPHȋ����-XO\������

΂΂� 6HH�(33��Ȋ(33�JURXS�SRVLWLRQ�SDSHU�RQ�KRZ�WR�FRPEDW�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
LQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQȋ��΂��6HSWHPEHU�������9LQRFXU��1���Ȋ7KH\�DUH�
LQILOWUDWLQJ�RXU�VRFLHWLHV��GUXJ�FULPH�ERRP�WKUHDWHQV�(8�GHPRFUDFLHVȋ��
3ROLWLFR����-XO\�������DQG�&DUWHU��%���Ȋ(XURSH�KDV�UHDFKHG�D�ȆEUHDNLQJ�
SRLQWȇ�RYHU�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��VD\V�(XURSROȋ��Euronews��΂��$SULO����΂�

΂΂� 6HH�%RW]DV��6���Ȋ0RE�VW\OH�NLOOLQJV�VKRFN�1HWKHUODQGV�LQWR�ILJKWLQJ�
GHVFHQW�LQWR�ȆQDUFR�VWDWHȇȋ��The Guardian����-XO\�������

΂΂� 6HH�*DQGLOKRQ��0���Ȋ2UJDQL]HG�FULPH�LQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��D�VWUDWHJLF�
WKUHDW"ȋ��Politique �trangªre��1R������$SULO��������5$1'��Ȋ6WUHQJWKHQLQJ�
WKH�ILJKW�DJDLQVW�VHULRXV�DQG�RUJDQLVHG�FULPH�LQ�WKH�(8ȋ�����0DUFK�
�����

΂�� $�812'&�LQWHUQDO�UHYLHZ�RI�D�VDPSOH�RI�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�D�
FRPSDUDWLYHO\�KLJK�QXPEHU�RI�ILUHDUP�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�
LGHQWLILHG�WZR�FOXVWHUV�RI�FRXQWULHV��RQH�ZLWK�D�SURSRUWLRQDWHO\�JUHDWHU�
XVH�RI�KXQWLQJ�DQG�PLOLWDU\�ULIOHV�DQG�DQRWKHU�ZLWK�D�SURSRUWLRQDWHO\�
JUHDWHU�XVH�RI�KDQGJXQV��7KH�ODWWHU�FDWHJRU\�LV�W\SLFDOO\�UHIOHFWLYH�RI�D�
JUHDWHU�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��

΂�΂ 6HH�(XURSHDQ�0RQLWRULQJ�&HQWUH�IRU�'UXJV�DQG�'UXJ�$GGLFWLRQ�
�(0&''$���Ȋ*UHDWHU�GLYHUVLW\�LQ�GUXJ�VXSSO\�DQG�XVH�FUHDWHV�QHZ�
FKDOOHQJHV�IRU�(XURSHȋ��SUHVV�UHOHDVH��European Drug Report 2023: 
Highlights��΂��-XQH������

΂�� 6HH�ΖQWHUSRO��Ȋ(XURSH��'UXJ�7UDIILFNLQJ��2UJDQL]HG�&ULPH�ΖQFUHDVLQJ�E\�
DQ�Ȇ2UGHU�RI�0DJQLWXGHȇȋ����0D\�������

΂�� 6HH�(XURSRO��Ȋ(XURSRO�VSRWOLJKW���WKH�XVH�RI�YLROHQW�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
JURXSVȋ����'HFHPEHU����΂�

΂�� 812'&�DQG�(85232/��Ȋ7KH�LOOLFLW�WUDGH�RI�FRFDLQH�IURP�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�
WR�(XURSH�Ȃ�IURP�ROLJRSROLHV�WR�IUHH��IRU�DOO"ȋ��&RFDLQH�ΖQVLJKWV�΂��
�9LHQQD��6HSWHPEHU����΂���S������

΂�� 0RUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�YLROHQFH�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�FRFDLQH�VXSSO\�FKDLQ�LQ�
Europe is available in the Global Report on Cocaine 2023 (United Nations 
SXEOLFDWLRQ��������

΂�� 6HH�(XURSRO��Ȋ6SRWOLJKW��WKH�XVH�RI�YLROHQFH�E\�RUJDQLVHG�FULPH�JURXSVȋ��
���-DQXDU\����΂�

΂�� 6HH�*OREDO�ΖQLWLDWLYH�DJDLQVW�7UDQVQDWLRQDO�2UJDQL]HG�&ULPH��Killing in 
Silence��1RYHPEHU����΂��

΂�� 6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��ΖQWHUSRO��Ȋ2UJDQLVHG�FULPH�JURXSV�IXHO�D�ULVH�LQ�
YLROHQW�FULPH�LQ�WKH�(8ȋ�����-DQXDU\����΂�

΂�� 812'&�GDWD�SRUWDO��Ȋ'UXJ�WUDIILFNLQJ�DQG�FXOWLYDWLRQ�VWDWLVWLFVȋ�

΂�� 6HH�(XURSHDQ�)RUXP�IRU�8UEDQ�6HFXULW\��Ȋ2UJDQLVHG�FULPH�LQ�SRUWV�RI�
(XURSHDQ�FLWLHV��KRZ�GR�SXEOLF�SULYDWH�SDUWQHUVKLSV�ZRUN"ȋ��:HE�
FRQIHUHQFH�����$SULO�������5DH��6���Ȋ'UXJV��YLROHQFH�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�
LQ�%HOJLXPȋ��Politico��΂��)HEUXDU\�������

΂�΂ 6HH�6DLQWRXUHQV��7��DQG�3LHO��6���Ȋ7KH�PDILDȇV�JULVO\�DGYDQFHV�LQ�WKH�
1HWKHUODQGV�DQG�%HOJLXPȋ��Le Monde���΂�0D\�������

΂�� 6HH�6KDQNDU��3���Ȋ$UH�GUXJ�JDQJV�WKUHDWHQLQJ�WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ�LQ�WKH�
1HWKHUODQGVȋ��DW�����'HFHPEHU������

΂�� 6HH�6DQFKH]��1���Ȋ+LWPHQ��RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�SROLFH�
WHDP�VROYLQJ�FDVHV�RQ�6SDLQȇV�&RVWD�GHO�6ROȋ��El Pa¯s�����-XO\�������

΂�� 6SDLQ��IRU�H[DPSOH��UHSRUWHG�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�MXVW�RQH�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�SHU�\HDU�IRU�HYHU\�΂��PLOOLRQ�FLWL]HQV�LQ�WKH�
SHULRG���΂΂Ȃ���΂��812'&�GDWD��

΂�� 6HH�*OREDO�ΖQLWLDWLYH�DJDLQVW�7UDQVQDWLRQDO�2UJDQL]HG�&ULPH��Ȋ*OREDO�
DVVDVVLQDWLRQ�PRQLWRUȋ��YLGHR��΂��1RYHPEHU����΂�

΂�� 7KH\�DUH�DOVR�WDUJHWLQJ�VKLSSLQJ�FRPSDQLHV�DQG�WUDQVSRUW�SURYLGHUV�
WKDW�PD\�EH�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�RU�XQLQWHQWLRQDOO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLW\��
6HH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��Ȋ&RDOLWLRQ�RI�
(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�ILJKWLQJ�RUJDQLVHG�FULPHȋ����2FWREHU�������

΂�� 6HH�(XURSHDQ�&RXQFLO��Ȋ7KH�(8ȇV�ILJKW�DJDLQVW�RUJDQLVHG�FULPHȋ��616�����
$SULO�������

΂�� International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes, Table III, 
�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂����S��΂���

΂�� 7KH�WHUP�ȋKXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUȋ�KDV�EHHQ�XVHG�VLQFH�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI�
WKH�GHFODUDWLRQ�RQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�LQ�΂�����7KH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�
&RPPLVVLRQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�PDQGDWH�RQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
GHIHQGHUV�LQ�������7KH�PDQGDWH�ZDV�UHQHZHG�E\�WKH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�
Council in 2020 in GHFLVLRQ����΂΂� and UHVROXWLRQ����΂���6HH�2IILFH�RI�
WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�+LJK�&RPPLVVLRQHU�IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��2+&+5��
�1'��KWWSV���ZZZ�RKFKU�RUJ�HQ�VSHFLDO�SURFHGXUHV�VU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV��
GHIHQGHUV�DERXW�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�

΂�� 6HH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\��Ȋ'HFODUDWLRQ�RQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
GHIHQGHUVȋ��΂�����$�5(6����΂����

΂�΂ 6HH�2+&+5��Ȋ&KDOOHQJHV�IDFHG�E\�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUVȋ�

΂�� 6HH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\��Ȋ)LQDO�ZDUQLQJ��GHDWK�WKUHDWV�
DQG�NLOOLQJ�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUVȋ�����'HFHPEHU�������$�
+5&�������

΂�� Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 3, Understanding Homicide
�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/DEC/43/115
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/43/16
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-human-rights-defenders/about-human-rights-defenders
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-human-rights-defenders/about-human-rights-defenders


144 4  ––  UNDERSTANDING HOMICIDE

΂�� 0LGGHOGRUS��1��DQG�/H�%LOORQ��3���Ȋ'HDGO\�HQYLURQPHQWDO�JRYHUQDQFH��
DXWKRULWDULDQLVP��HFR�SRSXOLVP��DQG�WKH�UHSUHVVLRQ�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
DQG�ODQG�GHIHQGHUVȋ��Annals of the American Association of Geographers, 
YRO��΂����1R����)HEUXDU\���΂����SS�����Ȃ�����81�(QYLURQPHQW��
3URPRWLQJ�JUHDWHU�SURWHFWLRQ�IRU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV��3ROLF\��
=HQJ��<���7ZDQJ��)��DQG�&DUUDVFR��/��5���Ȋ7KUHDWV�WR�ODQG�DQG�HQYLURQ-
PHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�LQ�QDWXUHȇV�ODVW�VWURQJKROGVȋ��Ambio��YRO���΂��$SULO�
���΂���SS�����Ȃ�����

΂�� +LQHV��$��Ȋ'HFDGH�RI�GHILDQFH��WHQ�\HDUV�RI�UHSRUWLQJ�ODQG�DQG�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�DFWLYLVP�ZRUOGZLGHȋ��*OREDO�:LWQHVV�����6HSWHPEHU�
������

΂�� $FFRUGLQJ�WR�*OREDO�:LWQHVV��Ȋ/DVW�OLQH�RI�GHIHQFHȋ��6HSWHPEHU����΂���
Ȋ7R�PHHW�RXU�FULWHULD��D�FDVH�PXVW�EH�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
DYDLODEOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��&UHGLEOH��SXEOLVKHG�DQG�FXUUHQW�RQOLQH�VRXUFHV�
RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��'HWDLOV�DERXW�WKH�W\SH�RI�DFW�DQG�PHWKRG�RI�YLROHQFH��
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�GDWH�DQG�ORFDWLRQ��1DPH�DQG�ELRJUDSKLFDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
DERXW�WKH�YLFWLP��&OHDU��SUR[LPDWH�DQG�GRFXPHQWHG�FRQQHFWLRQV�WR�DQ�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�RU�ODQG�LVVXHȋ�

΂�� .QR[��-��+��Ȋ(QYLURQPHQWDO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV��D�JOREDO�FULVLVȋ��
SROLF\�EULHI��8QLYHUVDO�5LJKWV�*URXS�����6HSWHPEHU�������

΂�� %UDDWHQ��'���Ȋ$�WULDQJOH�RI�YXOQHUDELOLW\��JOREDO�GHPDQG�IRU�UHVRXUFHV��
SROLWLFDO�PDUJLQDOL]DWLRQ��DQG�D�FXOWXUH�RI�LPSXQLW\�DV�FDXVHV�RI�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHIHQGHU�NLOOLQJV�ȋ�Human Rights 4uarterly��YRO������1R����
�$XJXVW��������

΂�� ΖELG��

΂�� =HQJ��<���7ZDQJ��)��DQG�&DUUDVFR��/��5���Ȋ7KUHDWV�WR�ODQG�DQG�HQYLURQ-
PHQWDO�GHIHQGHUV�LQ�QDWXUHȇV�ODVW�VWURQJKROGVȋ��Ambio��YRO���΂��$SULO�
���΂���SS�����Ȃ����

΂�΂ 0LGGHOGRUS��1��DQG�/H�%LOORQ��3���Ȋ'HDGO\�HQYLURQPHQWDO�JRYHUQDQFH��
DXWKRULWDULDQLVP��HFR�SRSXOLVP��DQG�WKH�UHSUHVVLRQ�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
DQG�ODQG�GHIHQGHUVȋ��Annals of the American Association of Geographers, 
YRO��΂����1R����)HEUXDU\���΂����SS�����Ȃ����

΂�� 81�(QYLURQPHQW��3URPRWLQJ�JUHDWHU�SURWHFWLRQ�IRU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
GHIHQGHUV��3ROLF\�

΂�� 8QLWHG�1DWLRQV��(FRQRPLF�&RPPLVVLRQ�IRU�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�
&DULEEHDQ��(&/$&���Ȋ5HJLRQDO�DJUHHPHQW�RQ�DFFHVV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ��
SXEOLF�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG�MXVWLFH�LQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�PDWWHUV�LQ�/DWLQ�
$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQȋ�����6HSWHPEHU�������

΂�� UNESCO, Journalism is a Public Good: World Trends in Freedom of 
Expression and Media Development, Global Report 2021/20��3DULV���������

΂�� ΖELG��S������

΂�� &Ζ����&281&Ζ/������5HY��Ȃ�SDJH�΂��

΂�� ΖELG��S��΂��

΂�� 'XQKDP��-���Ȋ'HDGO\�\HDU�IRU�MRXUQDOLVWV�DV�NLOOLQJV�URVH�VKDUSO\�LQ�����ȋ��
Committee to Protect Journalists�����-DQXDU\�������

΂�� ΖELG��S��΂��

΂�� UNESCO, Journalism is a Public Good: World Trends in Freedom of 
Expression and Media Development, Global Report 2021/20��3DULV���������

΂�΂ �-RXUQDOLVWV�ZKR�ZRUNHG�LQ�FURVV�SODWIRUP�PHGLD�LQFOXGHV�MRXUQDOLVWV�
ZKR�ZRUNHG�UHJXODUO\�DFURVV�GLIIHUHQW�PHGLD��LQFOXGLQJ��SULQW�ZHE��ILOP��
UDGLR�SULQW��UDGLR�ZHE��79�UDGLR��79�SULQW�

΂�� &Ζ����&281&Ζ/������5HY��S�΂��

΂�� &3-�GDWD�GLIIHU�VOLJKWO\�IURP�81(6&2�GDWD��EXW�VXJJHVW�WKH�VDPH�RYHUDOO�
WUHQGV�LQ�NLOOLQJV�

΂�� &Ζ����&281&Ζ/������5HY��Ȃ�SDJH����

΂�� 6HH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�2IILFH�IRU�WKH�&RRUGLQDWLRQ�RI�+XPDQLWDULDQ�$IIDLUV�
�812&+$���Ȋ0RUH�WKDQ�΂���DLG�ZRUNHUV�NLOOHG�LQ����΂�DV�FULVHV�VRDU�
ZRUOGZLGHȋ��SUHVV�UHOHDVH��΂��$XJXVW�������

΂�� 7KH�$LG�:RUNHU�6HFXULW\�'DWDEDVH�LV�D�SURMHFW�RI�+XPDQLWDULDQ�
2XWFRPHV�

΂�� )RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGHV�DQG�NLOOLQJV�UHODWHG�WR�FRQIOLFWV�ZDUV��VHH�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�
SUHVHQW�VWXG\�

΂�� ΖELG�S����

΂�� 6HH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�5HOLHI�DQG�:RUNV�$JHQF\�IRU�3DOHVWLQH�5HIXJHHV�LQ�
WKH�1HDU�(DVW��Ȋ815:$�VLWXDWLRQ�UHSRUW�����RQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�
*D]D�6WULS�DQG�WKH�:HVW�%DQN��LQFOXGLQJ�(DVW�-HUXVDOHPȋ��΂��1RYHPEHU�
�����

΂�� Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 3, Understanding Homicide
�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�SXEOLFDWLRQ����΂���

΂�΂ *OREDO�7HUURULVP�'DWDEDVH��*7'���$YDLODEOH�DW��KWWSV���ZZZ�VWDUW�XPG�
HGX�JWG���

΂�� )RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�*7'�PHWKRGRORJ\��VHH�*7'��Ȋ'DWD�
FROOHFWLRQ�PHWKRGRORJ\ȋ��

΂�� *OREDO�WUHQGV�LQ�WHUURULVW�NLOOLQJV�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�JOREDO�WUHQGV�LQ�
KRPLFLGH�DQG�FRQIOLFW�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�DUH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�
SUHVHQW�VWXG\�

΂�� 7KH�JURXSLQJ�IROORZV�WKH�Ζ&&6�DSSURDFK�WR�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�DGGLWLRQDO�
GLVDJJUHJDWLRQ�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�E\�PHFKDQLVP�RI�NLOOLQJ��VHH�
Ζ&&6��7DEOH�9��S��΂����

΂�� 7KHVH�LQFOXGH�EXW�DUH�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�GUXJV��PHGLFDPHQWV��ELRORJLFDO�
VXEVWDQFHV��FRUURVLYH�VXEVWDQFHV��SHVWLFLGHV��JDVHV��YDSRXUV��FDUERQ�
PRQR[LGH��KDQJLQJ��VWUDQJXODWLRQ��VXIIRFDWLRQ��GURZQLQJ��VXEPHUVLRQ��
H[SORVLYH�PDWHULDO��VPRNH��ILUH��IODPHV��VWHDP��KRW�YDSRXUV��KRW�REMHFWV��
ERGLO\�IRUFH��VH[XDO�DVVDXOW��RWKHU�PDOWUHDWPHQW�DQG�RWKHU�XQVSHFLILHG�
PHDQV�

΂�� 7KH����SHU�FHQW�ILJXUH�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�ORZHU�ERXQG�RI�HVWLPDWHV�

΂�� 1DWLRQDO�&ULPH�5HFRUGV�%XUHDX��0LQLVWU\�RI�+RPH�$IIDLUV��*RYHUQPHQW�
of India, Crime in India Reports 2005–201с�

΂�� )RU�6RXWK�.RUHD��VHH�6RXWK�.RUHD��1DWLRQDO�5HSRUW�RQ�WKH�ΖPSOHPHQWD-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�3URJUDPPH�RI�$FWLRQ�WR�3UHYHQW��&RPEDW�
DQG�(UDGLFDWH�WKH�ΖOOLFLW�7UDGH�LQ�6PDOO�$UPV�DQG�/LJKW�:HDSRQV�LQ�$OO�LWV�
$VSHFWV���������)RU�-DSDQ��VHH�$OOHPDQ��0���Ȋ7KH�-DSDQHVH�ILUHDUP�DQG�
VZRUG�SRVVHVVLRQ�FRQWURO�ODZ��WUDQVODWRU
V�ΖQWURGXFWLRQȋ��Pac. Rim L. & 
Pol'y��YRO�����1R�΂���������S�΂����)RU�6LQJDSRUH��VHH�6PDOO�$UPV�6XUYH\��
DQG�1RQ�9LROHQFH�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD��Ȋ/HJDO�FRQWUROV�RQ�VPDOO�
DUPV�DQG�OLJKW�ZHDSRQV�LQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLDȋ�����΂��S����'DWD�RQ�WKH�
HVWLPDWHG�QXPEHU�RI�FLYLOLDQ�KHOG�ILUHDUPV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�KWWSV���
ZZZ�VPDOODUPVVXUYH\�RUJ�GDWDEDVH�JOREDO�ILUHDUPV�KROGLQJV�

΂�� Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 3 (United Nations publication, 
��΂���

΂�� 812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV���ȊΖQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHȋ��GDWD812'&�

΂�΂ 6HH��6DQMXUMR��'���Gun Control Policies in Latin America (New York, 
3DOJUDYH�0DFPLOODQ��������

΂�� 'DWD�RQ�WKH�PHFKDQLVP�RI�NLOOLQJ�LQ�WKH�WZR�FRXQWULHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DW�
WKH�:+2�0RUWDOLW\�'DWDEDVH�

΂�� 6HH�*XQ�)UHH�6RXWK�$IULFD��*)6$���Ȋ*XQ�PDVVDFUHV�LQ�6$��TXLFN�IDFWVȋ��
΂��-XO\������

΂�� 6HH�6DQMXUMR��'���Gun Control Policies in Latin America (New York, 
3DOJUDYH�0DFPLOODQ��������

΂�� 7KH�VWXGLHV�ZHUH�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV������8QLWHG�.LQJGRP������
6RXWK�$IULFD��΂���6RXWK�.RUHD��΂��DQG�$XVWUDOLD��΂��DQG�ZHUH�PRVWO\�
FURVV�VHFWLRQDO�

΂�� 6HH�%URZQH��.��'��HW�DO���Ȋ.QLIH�FULPH�RIIHQGHU�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DQG�
LQWHUYHQWLRQVȂ$�V\VWHPDWLF�UHYLHZȋ��Aggression and Violent Behavior, 
YRO������1RYHPEHU�������

΂�� 6HH��$OOHQ��*���&DUWKHZ��+��DQG�=D\HG��<���Ȋ.QLIH�FULPH�LQ�(QJODQG�DQG�
:DOHV��VWDWLVWLFVȋ��8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�3DUOLDPHQW��+RXVH�RI�&RPPRQV�
/LEUDU\��΂��2FWREHU�

΂�� 8FKLQR��+���Ȋ7KH�VFRXUJH�RI�NQLIH�FULPH��WUHQGV�LQ�NQLIH�UHODWHG�DVVDXOW�
PDQDJHG�DW�D�PDMRU�FHQWUH�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFDȋ��South African Journal of 
Surgery��YRO������1R�����-DQXDU\��������SS�΂��Ȃ΂���

΂�� 6HH�$PPDQ�0���%XUQHWWH�$��*��DQG�&URZOH\��%��=���Ȋ$�UHYLHZ�RI�PDVV�
VWDEELQJ�DWWDFNV�EHWZHHQ������DQG���΂�ȋ��Journal of Threat Assessment 
and Management��YRO������1R����0DUFK��������S�΂΂΂�

΂�� 6HH�1DWLRQDO�)LUHDUPV�&RPPHUFH�DQG�7UDIILFNLQJ�$VVHVVPHQW��1)&7$���
Crime Guns Recovered and Traced Within the United States and Its 
Territories���������

΂�΂ :DOVK��-���Ȋ8�6��ERXJKW�DOPRVW����PLOOLRQ�JXQV�ODVW�\HDU�ȃ�VHFRQG�KLJK-
HVW�\HDU�RQ�UHFRUGȋ��Forbes����-DQXDU\������

https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/


145GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023

΂�� Ȋ7LPH�WR�FULPHȋ�LV�WKH�WLPH�IURP�WKH�ODVW�NQRZQ�UHWDLO�VDOH�RI�D�ILUHDUP�
WR�ZKHQ�LW�LV�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�D�FULPH�

΂�� 3XEOLFO\�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�ZLWK�ILUHDUPV�JR�EDFN�
WR������

΂�� *ROGVWLFN��-��(���&XQQLQJKDP��5��0��DQG�&DUWHU��3��0��Ȋ&XUUHQW�FDXVHV�RI�
GHDWK�LQ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�DGROHVFHQWV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHVȋ��New England 
Journal of Medicine��YRO�������1R������0D\�������

΂�� -RKQV�+RSNLQV�&HQWHU�IRU�*XQ�9LROHQFH�6ROXWLRQV��A Year in Review: 2020 
Gun Deaths in the U.S.��-RKQ�+RSNLQV���������&HQWHUV�IRU�'LVHDVH�&RQWURO�
DQG�3UHYHQWLRQ��&'&���1DWLRQDO�&HQWHU�IRU�+HDOWK�6WDWLVWLFV��Ȋ7KH�UHFRUG�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�KRPLFLGH�GXULQJ�����ȋ��SRGFDVW����2FWREHU����΂��7KH�
DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�ILUHDUP�DYDLODELOLW\�DQG�KRPLFLGH�LV�FRQWHVWHG�LQ�
WKH�OLWHUDWXUH��VHH��IRU�H[DPSOH��+HSEXUQ��/��0��DQG�+HPHQZD\��'���
Ȋ)LUHDUP�DYDLODELOLW\�DQG�KRPLFLGH��D�UHYLHZ�RI�WKH�OLWHUDWXUHȋ��
Aggression and Violent Behavior��YRO�����1R�����-XO\��������6FKOHLPHU��-��3��
HW�DO���Ȋ)LUHDUP�SXUFKDVLQJ�DQG�ILUHDUP�YLROHQFH�GXULQJ�WKH�FRURQDYLUXV�
SDQGHPLF�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��D�FURVV�VHFWLRQDO�VWXG\ȋ��Injury 
Epidemiology��YRO����1R������-XO\����΂����+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�FRQVHQVXV�
WKDW�ILUHDUP�DFFHVVLELOLW\�LQ�WKH�KRPH�LV�D�ULVN�IDFWRU�IRU�GRPHVWLF�
KRPLFLGHV��VHH�$QJOHP\HU��$���+RUYDWK��7��DQG�5XWKHUIRUG��*���Ȋ7KH�
DFFHVVLELOLW\�RI�ILUHDUPV�DQG�ULVN�IRU�VXLFLGH�DQG�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�
DPRQJ�KRXVHKROG�PHPEHUV��D�V\VWHPDWLF�UHYLHZ�DQG�PHWD�DQDO\VLV�ȋ�
Annals of Internal Medicine���΂���-DQXDU\���΂����SS��΂�΂Ȃ΂΂���

΂�� ΖQ�WKH�VWXG\��YLROHQFH�UHODWHG�ILUHDUP�LQMXULHV�LQFOXGH�ERWK�IDWDO�DQG�
QRQ�IDWDO�RQHV�

΂�� 6FKOHLPHU��-��3��HW�DO���Ȋ)LUHDUP�SXUFKDVLQJ�DQG�ILUHDUP�YLROHQFH�GXULQJ�
WKH�FRURQDYLUXV�SDQGHPLF�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��D�FURVV�VHFWLRQDO�
VWXG\ȋ��Injury epidemiology��YRO�����1R������-XO\����΂��

΂�� 6FKQHLGHU��5���Ȋ)HZHU�JXQV��OHVV�FULPH��HYLGHQFH�IURP�%UD]LOȋ��(FRQRPLF�
3ROLF\��YRO�b����1R��΂�������΂���SS�����Ȃ����

΂�� :LOVRQ�&HQWHU��Ȋ+RPLFLGHV�DUH�GRZQ�LQ�%UD]LO��%XW�LWȇV�QRW�WLPH�IRU�D�
YLFWRU\�ODSȋ��The Brazilian Report��΂��0DUFK�������

200 Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 3 (United Nations publication, 
��΂����S����

��΂ 6HH�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�

202 6HH�6ZHGLVK�1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�&ULPH�3UHYHQWLRQ��%U§���Shootings in 
Criminal Milieux��6ZHGHQ����΂����

203 6HH�'XTXHW��1��DQG�9DQGHQ�$XZHHOH��'���Targeting Gun Violence and 
Trafficking in Europe��)OHPLVK�3HDFH�ΖQVWLWXWH�����΂���





 
 

CHAPTER 5	
CRIMINAL JUSTICE  
SYSTEM RESPONSE



148 5  ––  CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM RESPONSE 

Introduction

7R�DVVHVV�WKH�H΍HFWLYHQHVV�RI�WKH�VWDWH�UHVSRQVH�WR�YLR-
OHQFH��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�PDQ\�VXVSHFWV�
are arrested, prosecuted, convicted and detained for 
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��7R�VKHG�OLJKW�RQ�WKLV�SURFHVV��WKLV�
chapter provides an overview of the latest trends in the 
QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�DW�GL΍HUHQW�VWDJHV�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�
SURFHVV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��IURP�WKRVH�
EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�WR�WKRVH�SURVHFXWHG��FRQYLFWHG�DQG�GHWDLQHG�IRU�
WKH�FULPH��ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�KXPDQ�UHVRXUFHV�DOORFDWHG�
WR�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��WKH�FKDSWHU�DOVR�GLVFXVVHV�
WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��ZKLFK�VHHPV�WR�
KDYH�SULPDULO\�LPSDFWHG�KRPLFLGH�FRQYLFWLRQV�

7KHUH�LV�DOZD\V�D�IRUP�RI�DWWULWLRQ�ZKHQ�D�FULPH�SDVVHV�
WKURXJK�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�DV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
SHRSOH�DQG�FDVHV�GHFUHDVHV�DW�HDFK�VWDJH�RI�WKH�SURFHVV��
:KHQ�PRYLQJ�IURP�RQH�VWDJH�WR�DQRWKHU��VRPH�FDVHV�DQG�
VXVSHFWV�DUH�QRW�SXUVXHG�IRU�GL΍HUHQW�UHDVRQV��VXFK�DV�D�
ODFN�RI�SK\VLFDO�HYLGHQFH�RU�ZLWQHVVHV��ZKLFK�PD\�PDNH�
LW�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�LGHQWLI\�D�VXVSHFW�IRU�D�JLYHQ�FULPH�DQG�
SURFHHG�ZLWK�D�SURVHFXWLRQ�

0HDVXULQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�DW�HDFK�VWDJH�RI�WKH�
FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�LV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�VLQFH�LW�UHTXLUHV�
GDWD�IURP�PXOWLSOH�DJHQFLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��
SURVHFXWLRQ�DQG�FRXUWV��ΖGHDOO\��FDVH�UHFRUGV�VKRXOG�EH�
OLQNHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��EXW�WKLV�LV�
QRW�DOZD\V�SRVVLEOH�RU�SHUPLWWHG��$V�D�UHVXOW��WKHUH�PD\�
EH�GLVFUHSDQFLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�LQVWLWXWLRQV��OHDG-
LQJ�WR�VWDWLVWLFDO�JDSV��)RU�H[DPSOH��D�FULPH�FODVVLfiHG�DV�
LQYROXQWDU\�PDQVODXJKWHU�E\�D�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQF\�
PD\�EH�UHFODVVLfiHG�DV�PXUGHU�E\�WKH�SXEOLF�SURVHFXWRUȇV�

RɝFH��0RUHRYHU��VRPHRQH�DUUHVWHG�LQ�RQH�\HDU�PD\�EH�
SURVHFXWHG�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU�DQG�FRQYLFWHG�D�\HDU�
ODWHU��RU�VRPHWLPHV�PDQ\�\HDUV�ODWHU��PDNLQJ�WKH�DFFXUDWH�
PHDVXUHPHQW�RI�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�VXVSHFWV�IRXQG�JXLOW\�
D�FKDOOHQJH��)LQDOO\��UHFRUGLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�P\�GL΍HU�EHWZHHQ�
LQVWLWXWLRQV��VRPH�UHFRUGLQJ�DQG�UHSRUWLQJ�DQ�HYHQW�ZKHQ�
DQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�VWDUWV�DQG�RWKHUV�ZKHQ�LW�HQGV�

'HVSLWH�WKHVH�FKDOOHQJHV��LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
individuals arrested, prosecuted and eventually convicted 
IRU�KRPLFLGH�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�YLFWLPV�FDQ�
SURYLGH�YDOXDEOH�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�WKH�FDSDFLW\�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�
MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�FULPH�DQG�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�
UHTXLUHG�WR�KDQGOH�KRPLFLGH�FDVHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�WKHUH�LV�
D�KLJK�DWWULWLRQ�UDWH�DW�WKH�SURVHFXWLRQ�VWDJH��PHDQLQJ�WKDW�
PDQ\�FDVHV�GR�QRW�PDNH�LW�WR�SURVHFXWLRQ��LW�PD\�LQGLFDWH�
WKDW�SURVHFXWRUV�QHHG�JUHDWHU�UHVRXUFHV�RU�WUDLQLQJ�LI�WKH\�
DUH�WR�EXLOG�VWURQJ�FDVHV��

+RPLFLGHV�WKDW�GR�QRW�OHDG�WR�WKH�DUUHVW�RI�D�VXVSHFW��D�
SURVHFXWLRQ�RU�D�FRQYLFWLRQ�LQFUHDVH�LPSXQLW\��ZKLFK�PD\�
EH�D�V\PSWRP�RI�D�ZHDN�UXOH�RI�ODZ��+RZHYHU��D�KLJK�OHYHO�
RI�LPSXQLW\�PD\�DOVR�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�SUHGRPLQDQW�
W\SH�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�D�FRXQWU\��ZLWK�KRPLFLGHV�OLQNHG�WR�
RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�RU�RWKHU�FULPHV�EHLQJ�PRUH�GLɝFXOW�WR�
VROYH�WKDQ�RWKHU�W\SHV��ΖPSXQLW\�PD\�DOVR�EH�WKH�UHVXOW�
RI�KLJK�FULPH�UDWHV�RYHUVWUHWFKLQJ�WKH�FDSDFLWLHV�RI�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQFLHV�DQG�RWKHU�LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��PDNLQJ�LW�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�
DQG�SURFHVV�KRPLFLGHV�H΍HFWLYHO\��

$OWKRXJK�UHJLRQDO�DQG�JOREDO�DYHUDJHV�PDVN�VWULNLQJ�GLI-
IHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�FRXQWULHV��FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�
JHQHUDOO\�KDYH�D�ORZHU�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�KRPLFLGHV�WKDW�
OHDG�WR�WKH�LGHQWLfiFDWLRQ�DQG�SURVHFXWLRQ�RI�D�VXVSHFW�

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
SYSTEM RESPONSE

Chapter 5
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and the conviction of the perpetrator than countries in 
RWKHU�UHJLRQV��0DQ\�IDFWRUV�FRXOG�H[SODLQ�WKLV��RQH�EHLQJ�
WKH�KLJK�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��ZKLFK�VWUHWFKHV�
WKH�FDSDFLW\�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�
DQG�SURVHFXWH�KRPLFLGHV��$QRWKHU�LV�WKH�ODUJH�VKDUH�RI�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�JDQJV�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�
FULPH�JURXSV��ZKLFK�LV�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV��
6XFK�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�GLɝFXOW�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH��ZKHUHDV�PRVW�
KRPLFLGHV�LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV�WHQG�WR�EH�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�KRPL-
FLGHV��PDNLQJ�LW�HDVLHU�WR�LGHQWLI\�D�VXVSHFW�DQG�FROOHFW�
HYLGHQFH�WKDQ�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�FULPH�UHODWHG��ΖQ�FRXQWULHV�
ZKHUH�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�LV�ZLGHVSUHDG��SROLFH�FRUUXSWLRQ�
DQG�SROLWLFDO�LQWHUIHUHQFH�PD\�KDPSHU�SURVHFXWLRQ�DQG�
VHQWHQFLQJ��ZKLFK�PD\�OHDG�WR�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�VXFFHVVIXO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�DQG�SURVHFXWLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�
RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�1  

)XUWKHUPRUH��GLVFUHSDQFLHV�LQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�QXPEHU�RI�
YLFWLPV�SHU�KRPLFLGDO�R΍HQFH�DFURVV�UHJLRQV�PD\�DFFRXQW�
IRU�UHJLRQDO�GLVSDULWLHV�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SURVHFXWLRQV�
DQG�FRQYLFWLRQV��)RU�H[DPSOH��KRPLFLGDO�R΍HQFHV�SHUSH-
WUDWHG�ZLWK�D�fiUHDUP�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�WR�EH�PRUH�OLNHO\�
WR�LQYROYH�PXOWLSOH�YLFWLPV�LQ�GRPHVWLF�VHWWLQJV�WKDQ�WKRVH�
LQYROYLQJ�RWKHU�PHFKDQLVPV��ZLWK�D�VLQJOH�SHUSHWUDWRU��2
EXW�WKH�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�GR�QRW�DOORZ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKLV�
YDULDELOLW\�WR�EH�DVVHVVHG��6XFK�GLVSDULWLHV�PD\�LQGLFDWH�
YDU\LQJ�DSSURDFKHV�LQ�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��SURVHFXWLRQ�DQG�
FRQYLFWLRQ�SURFHVVHV�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�GL΍HUHQW�FRXQWULHV�

Suspects brought into formal 
contact with the police for 
intentional homicide
Type of homicide

8QOLNH�RWKHU�FULPHV��ZKLFK�PD\�RIWHQ�JR�XQGHWHFWHG��WKH�
YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�KRPLFLGHV�FRPH�WR�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�SROLFH�
IRUFHV��1RQHWKHOHVV��WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�KRPLFLGH�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�
WKDW�VXVSHFWV�DUH�LGHQWLfiHG�LQ�DOO�FDVHV��6WXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�
WKDW�GL΍HUHQW�IDFWRUV�LPSDFW�WKH�KRPLFLGH�FOHDUDQFH�UDWH��
PHDQLQJ�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�KRPLFLGH�R΍HQFHV�IRU�ZKLFK�
ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�VXFFHVVIXOO\�LGHQWLfiHV�D�VXVSHFW�3 An 
DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�KRPLFLGH�FOHDUDQFH�UDWH�LQ�%RVWRQ��8QLWHG�
6WDWHV�RI�$PHULFD��IRU�H[DPSOH��VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�JDQJ��DQG�
GUXJ�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�FOHDUHG�WKDQ�
RWKHU�KRPLFLGHV�� $�VWXG\�RQ�KRPLFLGH�FOHDUDQFH�UDWHV�
LQ�IRXU�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV��)LQODQG��WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�WKH�
1HWKHUODQGV��6ZHGHQ�DQG�6ZLW]HUODQG��IRXQG�WKDW�KRPL-
FLGHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�LQ�D�SXEOLF�VHWWLQJ�ZHUH�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�
PRUH�GLɝFXOW�WR�FOHDU�WKDQ�WKRVH�SHUSHWUDWHG�LQ�D�SULYDWH�
VHWWLQJ��H[FHSW�LQ�6ZLW]HUODQG��ZKHUH�GXH�WR�WKH�YHU\�VPDOO�
SURSRUWLRQ�RI�XQUHVROYHG�FDVHV��WKH�GL΍HUHQFH�UHPDLQHG�
LQVLJQLfiFDQW���7KH�VDPH�VWXG\�DOVR�VKRZHG�WKDW�WKH�FOHDUDQFH�
UDWH�IRU�KRPLFLGHV�FRPPLWWHG�LQ�D�FULPLQDO�PLOLHX�DQG�LQ�
WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�UREEHU\�LQ�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�
DQG�6ZHGHQ�ZDV�ORZHU�WKDQ�IRU�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGH��

$QRWKHU�VWXG\�RI�KRPLFLGH�FOHDUDQFH�LQ�ΖWDO\�IRXQG�WKDW�
WKH�VH[�RI�WKH�YLFWLP�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�YLFWLP�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�WR�
D΍HFW�KRPLFLGH�FOHDUDQFH��XQOLNH�RWKHU�IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�WKH�
QDWLRQDOLW\��VRFLRHFRQRPLF�VWDWXV�DQG�SUHYLRXV�FULPLQDO�
UHFRUG�RI�WKH�YLFWLP��7KH�VWXG\�DOVR�IRXQG�WKDW�WKH�SROLFH�
ZHUH�PRUH�H΍HFWLYH�DW�VROYLQJ�KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�D�IHPDOH�
YLFWLP�DQG�WKDW�KRPLFLGHV�WKDW�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�D�FULPLQDO�
HQYLURQPHQW�KDG�D�ORZHU�FOHDUDQFH�UDWH��

Region

:KHQ�FRPSDULQJ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�ZLWK�WKH�UDWH�RI�VXVSHFWV�
EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�KRPLFLGH��
JOREDO�GDWD�VKRZ�GL΍HUHQW�UHJLRQDO�SDWWHUQV��fiJXUH�����ΖQ�
$VLD�DQG�(XURSH��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�
IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
H[FHHGHG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�YLFWLPV��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�LQ�PDQ\�
FDVHV�PRUH�SHRSOH�ZHUH�VXVSHFWHG��DUUHVWHG�RU�FDXWLRQHG�
WKDQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�YLFWLPV��ΖQ����������VXVSHFWV�ZHUH�EURXJKW�
LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�HYHU\����KRPLFLGH�
YLFWLPV�LQ�$VLD��ZKLOH�WKH�UDWLR�ZDV����WR����LQ�(XURSH�� In 
WKH�$PHULFDV��WKH�UHJLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
ZRUOGZLGH��RQO\�VOLJKWO\�PRUH�WKDQ���VXVSHFWV�ZHUH�EURXJKW�
LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�HYHU\����KRPLFLGH�
YLFWLPV��+RZHYHU��VLQFH�VRPH�KRPLFLGH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�DUH�
QRW�VXFFHVVIXO�DQG�GR�QRW�OHDG�WR�WKH�LGHQWLfiFDWLRQ�RI�D�
VXVSHFW��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VXVSHFWV�SHU�VXFFHVVIXO�KRPLFLGH�
LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�FRXOG�EH�HYHQ�KLJKHU��&RPSDULVRQV�RI�WKHVH�
UDWLRV�VKRXOG�EH�PDGH�ZLWK�FDXWLRQ��KRZHYHU��VLQFH�FULP-
LQDO�FRGHV�GR�QRW�WHQG�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�DWWHPSWHG�
DQG�FRPPLWWHG�KRPLFLGHV��DQG�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�VRPH�
of the convictions reported by countries include people 
FRQYLFWHG�IRU�DWWHPSWHG�KRPLFLGH�

Fig. 1 Rates of homicide, suspects brought into formal 
contact with the police and people convicted 
of KoPicide Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation� Velected 
reJionV� вавб or lateVt \ear aYailaEle

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Average of countries with data weighted by population. Global figure 
is an aggregate of all countries with data, including three countries in Africa 
and two in Oceania.
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'DWD�IURP����FRXQWULHV�IRU������RU�WKH�ODWHVW�\HDU�DYDLODEOH��
VKRZ�WKDW�IRU�HYHU\����KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�JOREDOO\��IRXU�VXVSHFWV�
DUH�FRQYLFWHG�RI�KRPLFLGH��DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�QRWDEOH�
GL΍HUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�UHJLRQV��)RU�HYHU\����KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV��
��VXVSHFWV�DUH�FRQYLFWHG�LQ�(XURSH��DURXQG���DUH�FRQYLFWHG�LQ�
$VLD��ZKLOH�IHZHU�WKDQ���DUH�FRQYLFWHG�IRU�HYHU\����KRPLFLGH�
YLFWLPV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��7KHVH�UHJLRQDO�SDWWHUQV�DUH�QRW�QHZ�
DQG�KDYH�QRW�FKDQJHG�GUDPDWLFDOO\�VLQFH��������VXJJHVWLQJ�
WKDW�LPSXQLW\�IRU�KRPLFLGH�LV�KLJKHU�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�RYHUDOO�
WKDQ�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�WZR�UHJLRQV��$OWKRXJK�WKLV�FRPSDULVRQ�
JLYHV�DQ�RYHUDOO�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�DWWULWLRQ�UDWH�LQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�
MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�LQ�GL΍HUHQW�UHJLRQV��LW�PD\�KLGH�GL΍HUHQFHV�
DFURVV�FRXQWULHV�9

6LPLODU�WR�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�YLFWLPV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�
WKH�SROLFH�LV�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH�RYHU�WLPH��'DWD�IURP����VHOHFWHG�
FRXQWULHV�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ�����VKRZ�QR�DSSDUHQW�LPSDFW�
RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�LQ������RQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�QXPEHU�RI�
VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH��fiJXUH�
����$OWKRXJK�WKH�DYHUDJH�UDWH�RI�VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�
FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH����FRXQWULHV�ZDV�
ORZHU�LQ������WKDQ�LQ�������LW�ZDV�VWLOO�VOLJKWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�LQ�
������7KLV�ZDV�LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WUDɝFNLQJ�LQ�SHUVRQV�R΍HQFHV��
IRU�ZKLFK�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�
GHFUHDVHG�PDUNHGO\�LQ������10�1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�DYHUDJH�
UDWH�RI�VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�
IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH����FRXQWULHV�GHFUHDVHG�IURP�
����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ������WR�����LQ�������fiJXUH�����
PRVWO\�GULYHQ�E\�FRXQWULHV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV���

Sex of suspects

0HQ�DQG�ER\V�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�ERWK�WKH�
YLFWLPV�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRUV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�ZRUOG-
ZLGH��$V�VHHQ�LQ�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�����SHU�
FHQW�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�ZRUOGZLGH�LQ�
�����ZHUH�PHQ�DQG�ER\V��6LPLODUO\��URXJKO\���RXW�RI����
VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�LQ������ZHUH�PDOH��7KLV�VKDUH�KDV�
UHPDLQHG�VWDEOH�RYHU�WLPH��DV�VKRZQ�E\�GDWD�IURP����
FRXQWULHV�RQ�R΍HQGHUV�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�E\�VH[�IRU�WKH�SHULRG�
����Ȃ������fiJXUH����

$OWKRXJK�ZRPHQ�DFFRXQW�IRU�D�FOHDU�PLQRULW\�RI�KRPLFLGH�
VXVSHFWV�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG��WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�QRWHZRUWK\�GL΍HU-
HQFHV�EHWZHHQ�UHJLRQV�DQG�VXEUHJLRQV��&RXQWULHV�LQ�&HQWUDO�
$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��ZKLFK�KDYH�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�KRPL-
FLGDO�YLROHQFH�FDXVHG�E\�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�JURXSV��JDQJV�RU�
RWKHU�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV��KDYH�VPDOO�VKDUHV�RI�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�
VXVSHFWV��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�HLJKW�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�
ZLWK�GDWD�IRU������DQG�������DQ�DYHUDJH�RI���SHU�FHQW�RI�
KRPLFLGH�VXVSHFWV�ZHUH�ZRPHQ��ZLWK�WKH�VPDOOHVW�VKDUH�
EHLQJ�LQ�WKH�%DKDPDV��ZKHUH�DOO�����VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�
IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�ZHUH�
PDOH��ΖQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��WKH�DYHUDJH�IHPDOH�VKDUH�ZDV�HYHQ�
VPDOOHU�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��DW���SHU�FHQW��%\�FRQWUDVW��LQ�
countries with data in Asia, Oceania and Eastern Europe, an 
DYHUDJH�RI����SHU�FHQW�RI�KRPLFLGH�VXVSHFWV�ZHUH�ZRPHQ�
LQ������DQG�������ΖQ�6LQJDSRUH��PRUH�WKDQ���LQ���KRPLFLGH�
VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�ZHUH�
ZRPHQ�DQG�LQ�+XQJDU\��ZRPHQ�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�DOPRVW���LQ����

ΖQWHUHVWLQJO\��LQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�(XURSH��DOWKRXJK�OHYHOV�
RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�DUH�VLPLODU�WR�WKRVH�LQ�RWKHU�(XURSHDQ�
FRXQWULHV��WKH�VKDUH�RI�IHPDOH�VXVSHFWV�LQ������DQG������ZDV�
PXFK�VPDOOHU��DW���SHU�FHQW��LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�GDWD�ZHUH�
DYDLODEOH��DV�RSSRVHG�WR�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�EHWZHHQ����DQG����
SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�VXEUHJLRQV�RI�(XURSH��VHH�fiJXUH�����

Fig. 2 Average rates of homicide and suspects brought 
into forPal contact witK tKe Solice Ser баа�ааа 
SoSXlation in Velected еб coXntrieV� вабиȁвавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Based on complete time series data from 51 countries for the period 
2018–2021, including 2т in Europe, 15 in the Americas, т in Asia, 1 in Africa and 
1 in Oceania. Simple averages of countries with data. The rates are slightly 
different from the previous graph as the sample and weighting of countries 
is different.

Fig. 3 Share of male and female suspects brought into 
formal contact with the police for intentional 
KoPicide in еа coXntrieV� вабиȁвавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Based on complete time series data from 50 countries for the period 2018-2021, 
including 2с in Europe, 1с in the Americas, с in Asia, 1 in Africa and 1 in Oceania.
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Age of suspects

ΖQ�JHQHUDO��SHRSOH�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�
FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�DUH�\RXQJ��
ΖQ����FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD�IRU������RU�UHFHQW�\HDUV��LQFOXGLQJ�
���LQ�(XURSH��URXJKO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�
IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�IRU�KRPLFLGH�ZHUH�DJHG����WR����Ȃ DQ�DJH�
JURXS�PDNLQJ�XS����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�JOREDO�SRSXODWLRQ�Ȃ�
ZKLOH�RQO\�D�YHU\�VPDOO�PLQRULW\�ZHUH�DJHG����RU�ROGHU��
7KH�DYHUDJH�DJH�RI�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�KRPLFLGH�VXVSHFWV�
EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�
V\VWHP�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�ZDV�YHU\�VLPLODU��DOWKRXJK�
IHPDOH�VXVSHFWV�WHQGHG�WR�EH�VOLJKWO\�ROGHU�WKDQ�PDOH�VXV-
SHFWV��ZLWK�D�ODUJHU�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKHP�DJHG����RU�ROGHU�

$�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�(XURSH��WKH�WZR�UHJLRQV�
ZLWK�D�VXɝFLHQW�QXPEHU�RI�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD��VKRZV�QRWDEOH�
GL΍HUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJH�RI�KRPLFLGH�VXVSHFWV��fiJXUH�
����ΖQ�������DOWKRXJK�KRPLFLGH�R΍HQGHUV�LQ�(XURSH�ZHUH�
ROGHU�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��LQ�ERWK�UHJLRQV�WKHUH�ZDV�D�GLV-
SURSRUWLRQDWH�VKDUH�RI�R΍HQGHUV�DJHG���Ȃ����7KLV�FDQ�EH�
SDUWLDOO\�H[SODLQHG�E\�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�DJH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�WZR�
UHJLRQV��ZLWK�FRXQWULHV�KDYLQJ�PXFK�\RXQJHU�SRSXODWLRQV�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�WKDQ�LQ�(XURSH��ΖQ����������SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�ZDV�DJHG���Ȃ���LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�
���SHU�FHQW�LQ�(XURSH�11

Fig. 4 Share of female suspects brought into formal contact with the police for intentional homicide 
in Velected reJionV� ваваȁвавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Based on data from 59 countries for the years 2020–2021. Regional average refers to the average of countries with data weighted by the number of suspects.

 All references to Kosovo in the present study should be understood to be in compliance with Security Council resolution 12пп.
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Fig. 5 Shares of male and female homicide suspects 
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Note: Average of countries with data weighted by the number of suspects 
by sex. Africa (2 countries), Americas (2с countries), Asia (9 countries), 
Europe (30 countries), Oceania (1 country).
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)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�ODUJH�VKDUH�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH��DQG�
JDQJ�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�PD\�DOVR�FRQ-
WULEXWH�WR�ORZHULQJ�WKH�UHJLRQȇV�DYHUDJH�DJH�RI�KRPLFLGH�
VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�FULPLQDO�
MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH��
DOWKRXJK�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPLQDO�RUJDQL]D-
WLRQV�PD\�EH�ROGHU��WKH�UDQN�DQG�fiOH�RI�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�
IDFWLRQV��PLOLWLD�JURXSV��VWUHHW�JDQJV�DQG�RWKHU�FULPLQDO�
HQWLWLHV�LV�W\SLFDOO\�PDGH�XS�RI�\RXQJ�PHQ�12 Indeed, in 
WKH����FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZLWK�GDWD��\RXQJ�PDOHV�
DJHG���Ȃ���DFFRXQWHG�IRU�VRPH��per cent of suspects 
EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP
IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�������\HW�IRU�MXVW����SHU�FHQW�
RI�WKH�WRWDO�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV�13  

Homicide prosecutions

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�LGHQWLfiFDWLRQ�DQG�DUUHVW�RI�D�KRPLFLGH�VXV-
pect, a case is forwarded to the public prosecutor, who 
GHFLGHV�ZKHWKHU�WR�SUHVV�FKDUJHV��-XVW�DV�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�
SHUVRQ�FDQ�EH�FKDUJHG�IRU�WKH�VDPH�R΍HQFH��RQH�SHUVRQ�
FDQ�EH�FKDUJHG�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�R΍HQFH��ΖQGHHG��LQ�WKH�
91 countries with data on suspects prosecuted in 2021 
RU�D�UHFHQW�\HDU������SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�ZHUH�SURVH-
FXWHG�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�IRU�HYHU\�WR�����YLFWLPV��ΖW�
LV�SRVVLEOH��KRZHYHU��WKDW�GDWD�RQ�KRPLFLGH�SURVHFXWLRQV�
UHSRUWHG�E\�VRPH�RI�WKRVH�FRXQWULHV�LQFOXGHG�SURVHFXWLRQV�
IRU�DWWHPSWHG�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��VLQFH�WKLV�R΍HQFH�
PD\�QRW�EH�GLVWLQJXLVKDEOH�IURP�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�
WKHLU�FULPLQDO�FRGH���

1RWDEOH�GL΍HUHQFHV�FDQ�EH�REVHUYHG�DW�WKH�UHJLRQDO�OHYHO��
ΖQ�WKH����FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZLWK�GDWD��ZKHUH�WKHUH�

LV�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��IRU�HYHU\���KRPLFLGH�
YLFWLPV����VXVSHFWV�ZHUH�SURVHFXWHG��$W�WKH�RSSRVLWH�HQG�
RI�WKH�VSHFWUXP��LQ�WKH����FRXQWULHV�LQ�(XURSH�ZLWK�GDWD��
ZKHUH�WKHUH�DUH�IDU�IHZHU�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�SHU�FDSLWD��
IRU�HYHU\���YLFWLPV�����VXVSHFWV�ZHUH�SURVHFXWHG��DQG�
IRU�HYHU\���YLFWLPV�LQ�$VLD��DOPRVW���VXVSHFWV�ZHUH�SURV-
HFXWHG��7KH�VPDOOHU�QXPEHU�RI�VXVSHFWV�SURVHFXWHG�SHU�
YLFWLP�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�FRXOG�VWHP�IURP�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�
PRVW�SURPLQHQW�W\SH�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�LV�ODUJHO\�
UHODWHG�WR�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�RWKHU�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�
DQG�WKXV�GLɝFXOW�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH����%\�FRQWUDVW��KRPLFLGHV�
LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV�WHQG�PRVWO\�WR�EH�LQWHUSHUVRQDO��IRU�ZKLFK�
LW�LV�HDVLHU�WR�LGHQWLI\�D�VXVSHFW�DQG�FROOHFW�HYLGHQFH���

7KH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WUHQGV�EHWZHHQ������DQG������VKRZV�WKDW�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�SURVHFXWHG�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
UHPDLQV�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH�RYHU�WLPH��%DVHG�RQ�OLPLWHG�GDWD�
IURP����FRXQWULHV��WZR�WKLUGV�RI�WKHP�LQ�(XURSH��WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�VXVSHFWV�SURVHFXWHG�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�GLG�QRW�VHHP�
WR�GHFUHDVH�GXULQJ�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��2Q�DYHUDJH��WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�VXFK�SURVHFXWLRQV�LQ�WKLV�OLPLWHG�VDPSOH�RI�FRXQWULHV�
DFWXDOO\�LQFUHDVHG�E\����SHU�FHQW�IURP������WR�������EHIRUH�
GHFUHDVLQJ�VOLJKWO\�LQ�������fiJXUH�����$OWKRXJK�ODUJH�FKDQJHV�
IURP�RQH�\HDU�WR�WKH�QH[W�DUH�PRVWO\�YLVLEOH�LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�
IHZ�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV��RQH�QRWDEOH�H[FHSWLRQ�LV�(O�6DOYDGRU��
ZKLFK�UHFRUGHG�D�GHFUHDVH�RI����SHU�FHQW�LQ�SURVHFXWLRQV�IRU�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�IURP������WR�������SRVVLEO\�VWHPPLQJ�
IURP�WKH�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�RYHU�
WKH�VDPH�SHULRG����7KH�VWDWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\�LQWURGXFHG�E\�WKH�
6DOYDGRUDQ�/HJLVODWLYH�$VVHPEO\�LQ�0DUFK������WR�fiJKW�WKH�
JDQJV�06����DQG�%DUULR����PD\�IXUWKHU�LPSDFW�SURVHFXWLRQV�
IRU�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\���

Fig. 6 Shares of suspects brought into formal contact 
with the criminal justice system for intentional 
homicide in the Americas and Europe, by age, 
вавб or lateVt \ear Vince вабз

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Average of countries with data weighted by the number of suspects.
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Note: Average of countries with data weighted by population. The global figure 
includes five countries from Africa and two from Oceania. The difference from 
figure 1 in the rate of victims per 100,000 population is due to the sample of 
countries included in this figure.
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Homicide convictions  

ΖI�WKH�SXEOLF�SURVHFXWRU�GHFLGHV�WR�SUHVV�FKDUJHV��VXVSHFWV�
DUH�EURXJKW�EHIRUH�D�FRXUW�ZKHUH�D�MXGJH�RU�MXU\�ZLOO�GHFLGH�
ZKHWKHU�WKH\�DUH�JXLOW\�RU�QRW�JXLOW\��$V�VKRZQ�DERYH��
ZKHQ�FRPSDULQJ�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH��VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�
LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�KRPLFLGH�DQG�WKRVH�
FRQYLFWHG�LQ�GL΍HUHQW�UHJLRQV�LQ������RU�WKH�ODWHVW�\HDU�
DYDLODEOH��fiJXUH�����WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VXVSHFWV�FRQYLFWHG�RI�
LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�SURSRUWLRQDO�WR�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�YLFWLPV��KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�YDU\LQJ�OHYHOV�RI�
LPSXQLW\�DFURVV�UHJLRQV��ΖQGHHG��LQ����$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV�
ZLWK�GDWD����RXW�RI����VXVSHFWV�EURXJKW�LQWR�IRUPDO�FRQWDFW�
ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�ZHUH�FRQYLFWHG�
LQ�������LQ����(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD��WKH�fiJXUH�
ZDV���RXW�RI�����DQG�LQ����$PHULFDQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD��
LW�ZDV�VOLJKWO\�PRUH�WKDQ���RXW�RI������

7KH�QXPEHU�RI�FRQYLFWLRQV��OLNH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SURVHFXWLRQV��
YDULHV�IURP�RQH�\HDU�WR�WKH�QH[W��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�
IHZ�KRPLFLGHV��8QOLNH�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�SURVHFXWLRQV��KRZHYHU��
WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD��SULPDULO\�LQ�(XURSH��IRU�
WKH�\HDUV�����Ȃ�����UHSRUWHG�GHFUHDVHV�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
FRQYLFWLRQV�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ������DQG������DQG�DQ�
LQFUHDVLQJ�RU�VWDEOH�QXPEHU�RI�FRQYLFWLRQV�LQ�������fiJXUH����

$�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FRQYLFWLRQV�FDQ�DOVR�EH�VHHQ�
LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�RWKHU�FULPHV��$�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�FRQYLFWLRQV�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�ZLWK�FRQYLFWLRQV�IRU�
UDSH�DQG�GUXJ�WUDɝFNLQJ�LQ�D�VPDOO�JURXS�RI�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�
DYDLODEOH�GDWD�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FRQYLFWLRQV�IRU�DOO�
WKUHH�R΍HQFHV�ZDV�VPDOOHU�LQ������WKDQ�LQ�������fiJXUH������
6SHFLfiFDOO\��GHVSLWH�D�VOLJKW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�������WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�
DYHUDJH�RI����SHU�FHQW�IHZHU�FRQYLFWLRQV�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPL-
FLGH�LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD�WKDQ�LQ������

$OWKRXJK�WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�FRQYLFWLRQV�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�GHFUHDVHG�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGHV�DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�
SURVHFXWHG�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�KDV�UHPDLQHG�VWDEOH�RU�
HYHQ�LQFUHDVHG��7KLV�FRXOG�PHDQ�WKHUH�ZDV�D�EDFNORJ�RI�SUH�
WULDO�GHWDLQHHV�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�VPDOO�JURXS�RI�
FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�VXFK�GDWD�19�ΖQGHHG��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�XQVHQWHQFHG�
SULVRQHUV�KHOG�IRU�DOO�W\SHV�RI�FULPH�LQFUHDVHG�EHWZHHQ������
DQG�������ZKLOH�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�SULVRQHUV�GHFUHDVHG�
RYHU�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�SHULRG�20�$V�KLJKOLJKWHG�E\�6XVWDLQDEOH�
'HYHORSPHQW�*RDO�WDUJHW�������ZKLFK�LV�IRFXVHG�RQ�SURPRW-
LQJ�WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ�DQG�HQVXULQJ�HTXDO�DFFHVV�WR�MXVWLFH�IRU�
DOO��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SUH�WULDO��ȊXQVHQWHQFHGȋ��GHWDLQHHV�QHHGV�
WR�EH�OLPLWHG�LI�XQQHFHVVDU\�GHWHQWLRQV�DUH�WR�EH�DYRLGHG��

Fig. 8 Average change in the number of prosecutions in 
гг Velected coXntrieV� вабиȁвавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Based on data from 33 countries for the period 2018-2021. Africa 
(1 country), Americas (п countries), Asia (5 countries), Europe (22 countries), 
Oceania (1 country). Simple average of countries with data.
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Note: Based on 3т countries with data for the period 201т–2021. Americas 
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Prisoners held for 
intentional homicide

ΖI�FRQYLFWHG��LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�R΍HQGHUV�VHUYH�WKHLU�
VHQWHQFH�LQ�SULVRQ��5RXJKO\����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�SULVRQ�
SRSXODWLRQ�RI����FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD�ZHUH�EHLQJ�KHOG�
IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�������*LYHQ�WKDW�WKDW�WKHUH�
ZHUH�PRUH�WKDQ����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�LQ�SULVRQ�ZRUOGZLGH�
in 2021,21�WKLV�PHDQV�WKDW�PRUH�WKDQ���PLOOLRQ�SULVRQHUV�
FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�VHUYLQJ�WLPH�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�
������D�QXPEHU�ODUJHU�WKDQ�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI����GL΍HUHQW�
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�0HPEHU�6WDWHV��(YHQ�LI�VOLJKWO\�ORZHU��WKLV�
VWLOO�UHSUHVHQWV�D�VLJQLfiFDQW�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�UHTXLULQJ�
ORQJ�WHUP�SULVRQ�IDFLOLWLHV�DQG��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�VHQ-
WHQFH��UHLQWHJUDWLRQ�LQWR�VRFLHW\�

7KH�QXPEHU�RI�SULVRQHUV�KHOG�IRU�KRPLFLGH�SHU���������
SRSXODWLRQ�LV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�FRQYLFWLRQV�
SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ��fiJXUH�����ZLWK�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�
$PHULFDV�ZLWK�D�KLJK�FRQYLFWLRQ�UDWH�DOVR�KDYLQJ�D�ODUJH�
QXPEHU�RI�GHWDLQHHV�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�KRPLFLGH��ΖQ����FRXQWULHV�
ZLWK�GDWD�����RI�WKHP�LQ�(XURSH��URXJKO\����SHRSOH�SHU�
��������SRSXODWLRQ�ZHUH�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�
LQ�������DOWKRXJK�WKLV�YDULHG�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�DFURVV�UHJLRQV�

ΖQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�LQ�������LQ�WKH�QLQH�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�&DULE-
EHDQ�ZLWK�GDWD�����SHRSOH�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�ZHUH�

LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��PRUH�WKDQ�WZLFH�WKH�
JOREDO�UDWH��ZKLOH�LQ�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�WKH�UDWH�ZDV����SHU�
��������SRSXODWLRQ��LQ�ERWK�UHJLRQV��PRUH�WKDQ����SHU�
FHQW�RI�GHWDLQHHV�ZHUH�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��
ΖQ�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD�����SHRSOH�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�
ZHUH�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�KRPLFLGH��VXUSDVVLQJ�WKH�JOREDO�DYHUDJH��
EXW�VLQFH�1RUWKHUQ�$PHULFD�DOVR�KDG�WKH�KLJKHVW�WRWDO�
QXPEHU�RI�SULVRQHUV�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ��DW�DOPRVW�
�����SULVRQHUV�KHOG�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�UHSUHVHQWHG�
OHVV�WKDQ����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�WRWDO�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�

ΖQ�(XURSH��WKHUH�ZDV�D�PDUNHG�GL΍HUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�FRXQ-
WULHV�LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�DQG�LQ�RWKHU�VXEUHJLRQV��ZLWK�ERWK�
WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�SULVRQHUV�DQG�RI�SULVRQHUV�KHOG�IRU�
KRPLFLGH�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ������EHLQJ�KLJKHU�
in countries in Eastern Europe, particularly in the case of 
WKRVH�KHOG�IRU�KRPLFLGH��&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�
RI�SULVRQHUV�KHOG�IRU�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�WRWDO�SULVRQ�SRSX-
ODWLRQ�LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�ZDV����SHU�FHQW��DV�
opposed to 10 per cent or under in countries in the other 
(XURSHDQ�VXEUHJLRQV��

ΖQ�2FHDQLD��$XVWUDOLD�DQG�1HZ�=HDODQG�KDG�D�VLPLODU�UDWH�
RI�SULVRQHUV�KHOG�IRU�KRPLFLGH�DV�1RUWKHUQ��6RXWKHUQ�
DQG�:HVWHUQ�(XURSH��EXW�D�KLJKHU�WRWDO�UDWH�RI�SULVRQHUV��
PHDQLQJ�WKDW��DW���SHU�FHQW��$XVWUDOLD�DQG�1HZ�=HDODQG�
KDG�D�VPDOOHU�VKDUH�RI�SULVRQHUV�KHOG�IRU�KRPLFLGH�WKDQ�
FRXQWULHV�LQ�(XURSH�LQ������

Fig. 11 5ate of SriVonerV detained Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation� rate of SriVonerV detained for KoPicide Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation 
and percentage of prisoners convicted of homicide, as a percentage of total prisoners, in selected regions, 
вавб or lateVt \ear aYailaEle

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Regional and global figures are averages of countries with data weighted by population. Number of countries in brackets.
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)LQDOO\��EDVHG�RQ�GDWD�IURP�HLJKW�FRXQWULHV�LQ�:HVWHUQ�
$VLD��DW����SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ��WKH�UDWH�RI�SULVRQHUV�
KHOG�IRU�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKDW�VXEUHJLRQ�ZDV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�
JOREDO�DYHUDJH��+RZHYHU��WKH�WRWDO�UDWH�RI�SULVRQHUV�KHOG�
SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�ZDV�RQO\�VOLJKWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�
JOREDO�UDWH��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�VKDUH�RI����SHU�FHQW�RI�DOO�SULV-
RQHUV�EHLQJ�KHOG�IRU�KRPLFLGH��7KH�ODFN�RI�GDWD�LQ�RWKHU�
VXEUHJLRQV�LQ�$VLD�PDNHV�LW�GLɝFXOW�WR�GUDZ�IXUWKHU�FRQ-
FOXVLRQV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��WKH�VDPH�FDQ�EH�VDLG�IRU�$IULFD�

Criminal justice personnel  

$�ZHOO�IXQGHG�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�LV�FUXFLDO�IRU�FRP-
EDWLQJ�FULPH�DQG�YLROHQFH��DQG�LWV�PRVW�YDOXDEOH�DVVHW�LV�
LWV�SHUVRQQHO��7KH�H[DFW�UROHV�RI�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�SHUVRQQHO�
GHSHQG�RQ�WKH�OHJDO�V\VWHP�DQG�WKH�FXOWXUDO�QRUPV�DQG�
SUDFWLFHV�RI�HDFK�FRXQWU\��7KH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�IXQFWLRQV�RI�
FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHPV�FDQ�GL΍HU�IURP�FRXQWU\�WR�FRXQWU\��
DV�FDQ�WKH�UROHV�RI�SROLFH�RɝFHUV��SURVHFXWRUV��MXGJHV�DQG�
SULVRQ�RɝFHUV��'LVSDULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�SHU�
FDSLWD�FRXQW�RI�VXFK�SHUVRQQHO�PD\�EH�H[SODLQHG�E\�WKH�
GL΍HUHQW�VFRSH�RI�WKHLU�ZRUN�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�QDWLRQDO�FULPLQDO�
MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�

:KHQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHPV�LQ�WKH�GL΍HUHQW�
UHJLRQV��LGHQWLI\LQJ�DQ\�FOHDU�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�SHUVRQQHO�DQG�WKH�KRPLFLGH�

UDWH�LV�GLɝFXOW��)RU�H[DPSOH��DOWKRXJK�WKH�UDWH�RI�SROLFH�
personnel per 100,000 population in countries in the 
&DULEEHDQ��&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DQG�6RXWK�$PHULFD�LV�VLPLODU�
WR�WKDW�LQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
LV�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�LQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV��
By contrast, in countries in Northern Europe with fewer 
police personnel per 100,000 population than in countries 
LQ�PRVW�RI�WKH�RWKHU�UHJLRQV��WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�LV�ORZHU��
WKDQ�LQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�PRVW�RWKHU�UHJLRQV��fiJXUH������

ΖQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LV�WKH�PRVW�YLROHQW�RI�FULPHV�DQG�LV�PXFK�
PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�UHSRUWHG�WR�WKH�SROLFH�WKDQ�RWKHU�FULPHV��
$V�VXFK��LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�VHUYHV�DV�D�XVHIXO�LQGLFDWRU�
RI�WKH�RYHUDOO�OHYHO�RI�YLROHQFH�LQ�D�FRXQWU\��&RXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�
&DULEEHDQ��&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DQG�6RXWK�$PHULFD�ZLWK�D�KLJK�
OHYHO�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�SULPDULO\�GULYHQ�E\�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�RUJDQL]HG�FULPH�DQG�JDQJV�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�PXFK�KLJKHU�
UDWH�RI�SROLFH�SHUVRQQHO�WKDQ�HOVHZKHUH�22�&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGH�FDVHV�SHU�SROLFH�RɝFHU�LV�ODUJHU�LQ�WKRVH�
UHJLRQV�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��6LQFH�KRPLFLGHV�FDQ�EH�
XVHG�DV�D�SUR[\�IRU�WKH�RYHUDOO�OHYHO�RI�YLROHQFH�LQ�D�UHJLRQ��WKLV�
PD\�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�KDV�D�KHDYLHU�ZRUNORDG�
LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�DQG�6RXWK�$PHULFD�WKDQ�
LQ�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�

ΖQ�JHQHUDO��WKH�SROLFH�LV�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�LQVWLWX-
WLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�VPDOOHVW�VKDUH�RI�IHPDOH�SHUVRQQHO��:RPHQ�
DFFRXQWHG�IRU�MXVW����SHU�FHQW�RI�SROLFH�SHUVRQQHO�LQ�WKH����

Fig. 12 5ateV of Solice SerVonnel and KoPicide Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation in Velected reJionV� 
вавб or lateVt aYailaEle \ear

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�

Note: Regional and global figures are averages of countries with data weighted by population. Number of countries in brackets.
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FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD�LQ�������fiJXUH������WKH�VKDUH�EHLQJ�SDU-
WLFXODUO\�VPDOO�LQ�WKH����FRXQWULHV�LQ�$VLD�WKDW�UHSRUWHG�GDWD��
ZKHUH�ZRPHQ�PDGH�XS�MXVW���SHU�FHQW�RI�SROLFH�SHUVRQQHO��

7KH�UDWH�RI�SURVHFXWLRQ�SHUVRQQHO�SHU�FDSLWD�ZDV�KLJKHU�LQ�
WKH����FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZLWK�GDWD�LQ������WKDQ�LQ�
WKH�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD��fiJXUH������$V�QRWHG�HDUOLHU�
�fiJXUH�����WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�SURVHFXWHG�IRU�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�LV�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�KLJKHU�LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD�LQ�WKH�
$PHULFDV�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD�LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV��
SDUWLDOO\�UHȵHFWLQJ�WKH�KLJKHU�OHYHO�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�
$PHULFDV��7KLV�FRXOG�DOVR�PHDQ�WKDW�SURVHFXWLRQ�SHUVRQQHO�
KDYH�D�KHDYLHU�ZRUNORDG�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�WKDQ�LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV��
DQG�WKXV�OHVV�WLPH�WR�EXLOG�D�FDVH�DQG�EULQJ�VXVSHFWV�WR�FRXUW��
DOWKRXJK�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKH�UHPLW�RI�SURVHFXWLRQ�SHUVRQQHO�
depends on countries23�DQG�WKLV�PD\�H[SODLQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�
GL΍HUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�UHJLRQV��:RPHQ�PDNH�XS�URXJKO\�KDOI�
RI�SURVHFXWLRQ�SHUVRQQHO�LQ�ERWK�WKH�$PHULFDV�DQG�(XURSH��
EXW�DFFRXQW�IRU�D�VPDOOHU�VKDUH�LQ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD�LQ�RWKHU�
UHJLRQV��ZKHUH�WKH\�PDNH�XS�DURXQG�RQH�WKLUG�RI�SURVHFXWLRQ�
SHUVRQQHO��VWDQGV��VHH�fiJXUH�����

:LWK����MXGJHV�RU�PDJLVWUDWHV�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�
������WKH�UDWH�RI�MXGJHV�SHU���������ZDV�KLJKHU�LQ�(XURSH�
WKDQ�LQ�RWKHU�UHJLRQV��DOWKRXJK�LW�KDG�GURSSHG�VLQFH�������
%\�FRQWUDVW��LQ�WKH����FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZLWK�GDWD��
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�MXGJHV�RU�PDJLVWUDWHV�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�
ZDV�MXVW������GHVSLWH�WKH�KLJKHU�FULPH�UDWHV�LQ�WKRVH�FRXQ-
WULHV��$FURVV�WKH����FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�DYDLODEOH�GDWD��LQFOXGLQJ�
���LQ�(XURSH��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�MXGJHV�SHU���������SRSXODWLRQ�
GHFUHDVHG�IURP������LQ������WR�����LQ�������ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�
H[SODLQHG�LQ�SDUW�E\�SRSXODWLRQ�JURZWK�RYHU�WKH�WLPHIUDPH��

7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�MXGJHV�RU�PDJLVWUDWHV�LQ�
WKH����FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD�GHFUHDVHG�IURP�URXJKO\���������
LQ������WR���������LQ�������ZKLOH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLFLGHV�
GHFUHDVHG�RQO\�VOLJKWO\�LQ�WKH�VDPH�FRXQWULHV�

$�ODUJH�SDUW�RI�WKH�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�MXGJHV�FDQ�EH�
H[SODLQHG�E\�D�GHFOLQH�LQ�&KLQD��ZKLFK�FDUULHG�RXW�D�UHIRUP�
WKDW�FODULfiHG�WKH�UROH�RI�MXGJHV�DQG�RWKHU�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�DQG�
RɝFLDOV�GXULQJ�WKDW�SHULRG�DQG�VDZ�LWV�QXPEHU�RI�MXGJHV�GHFOLQH�
E\���������7KH�VKDUH�RI�ZRPHQ�DPRQJ�SURIHVVLRQDO�MXGJHV�
DQG�PDJLVWUDWHV�ZDV�DERXW����SHU�FHQW�LQ�WKH����FRXQWULHV�
ZLWK�GDWD�DW�WKH�JOREDO�OHYHO��6LPLODU�WR�WKH�FDVH�RI�SROLFH�DQG�
SURVHFXWLRQ�SHUVRQQHO��WKH�VPDOOHVW�VKDUH�RI�ZRPHQ�ZDV�LQ�
WKH�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�GDWD�LQ�$VLD��ZKLOH�WKH�ODUJHVW�VKDUH�ZDV�
LQ�WKRVH�LQ�(XURSH��VHH�fiJXUH�����

Fig. 13 Average share of women in the criminal justice 
V\VteP in Velected reJionV� вавб or lateVt \ear 
Vince вабе

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�
Note: Regional and global shares are based on unweighted average shares in 
countries with data. The global female shares of police and judges or 
magistrates include one country from Oceania. Number of countries in 
brackets. 

Fig. 14 Rates of prosecution personnel and homicide 
Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation in Velected reJionV� 
вавб or lateVt \ear Vince вабе

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�
Note: Regional and global figures are aggregates of countries with data. 
Global figure includes 5 countries in Africa and 11 in Asia. Homicide rates are 
different from other figures due to the different sample of countries.

0

5

10

15

20

25

A mericas
(24 countries)

E urope
(34 countries)

G l obal
(74 countries)

Ra
te

pe
r1

00
,0

00
po

pu
la
�o

n

P rosecu�on personnel H omicide rate

Fig. 15 -XdJeV or PaJiVtrateV Ser баа�ааа SoSXlation in 
Velected reJionV in вааи and вавб

6RXUFH��812'&�KRPLFLGH�VWDWLVWLFV�
Note: Regional and global figures are averages of countries with data weighted 
by population. Global figure includes five countries in Africa and two in 
Oceania. The column 2008 refers to 2008 or the earliest year between 2009 and 
201п, and the column 2021 refers to 2021 or the latest year between 2015 and 
2020. Number of countries included in brackets. Homicide rates are different 
from other figures due to the different sample of countries.
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ΖQ�VXPPDU\��WKH�GDWD�KLJKOLJKW�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�VPDOOHU�QXPEHU�
RI�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�SHUVRQQHO�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�WKDQ�LQ�RWKHU�
UHJLRQV�UHODWLYH�WR�WKH�OHYHO�RI�KRPLFLGDO�YLROHQFH��)XUWKHUPRUH��
LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�GLVFHUQ�D�FOHDU�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
TXDQWLW\�RI�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�SHUVRQQHO�DQG�WKH�KRPLFLGH�UDWH�
DFURVV�UHJLRQV��+RPLFLGH�UDWHV�DUH�LQȵXHQFHG�E\�D�FRPSOH[�

LQWHUSOD\�RI�IDFWRUV�LQFOXGLQJ�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�FRQGLWLRQV��FXOWXUDO�
G\QDPLFV��WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�GUXJ�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�WUDɝFNLQJ�
DQG�RWKHU�IDFWRUV��7KHUHIRUH��DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�H΍HFWLYHQHVV�RI�
WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�JRHV�EH\RQG�VLPSO\�FRQVLGHULQJ�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHUVRQQHO�DQG�DYDLODEOH�UHVRXUFHV��

Homicide: a mental health perspective

)RU�GHFDGHV��UHVHDUFK�KDV�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FKDO-
OHQJHV��LQFOXGLQJ�FKLOGKRRG�GHSULYDWLRQ�DQG�QHJOHFW��DEXVH��
LQWHOOHFWXDO�GLVDELOLW\��FRJQLWLYH�LPSDLUPHQW�DQG�PHQWDO�LOO-
QHVV���FDQ�D΍HFW�DQ�LQGLYLGXDOȇV�SURSHQVLW\�WR�FRPPLW�YLROHQW�
FULPH�� LQFOXGLQJ�KRPLFLGH���, �� There is also evidence that 
DGYHUVH�FKLOGKRRG�H[SHULHQFHV�VXFK�DV�VH[XDO��SK\VLFDO�DQG�
SV\FKRORJLFDO�DEXVH�VLJQLfiFDQWO\�LQFUHDVH�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�
DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�GHYHORSLQJ�PHQWDO�LOOQHVVHV�LQ�DGXOWKRRG�DQG�
WKH�ULVN�RI�FRPPLWWLQJ�YLROHQW�FULPH��� Based on this line of 
WKRXJKW��WKH�ȊFULPLQDO�FDUHHUV�SHUVSHFWLYHȋ�VHHNV�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�
FDXVHV�RI�FULPLQDO�EHKDYLRXU��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�VHTXHQWLDO�R΍HQG-
LQJ�FRPPLWWHG�RYHU�D�ORQJ�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��� Early antisocial 
EHKDYLRXU��SRRU�VRFLDO�VNLOOV�IRU�LQWHUDFWLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��
D�ORZ�OHYHO�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��HDUO\�RQVHW�RI�R΍HQGLQJ�DQG�JURZ-
LQJ�XS�LQ�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�ZLWK�SRRU�SDUHQWDO�FKLOG�UHDULQJ�
practices are considered to be predictors of participation in 
R΍HQGLQJ����7KLV�VXJJHVWV�WKHUH�LV�DQ�DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
HDUO\�OLIH�WUDXPD��DQ�LQGLYLGXDOȇV�SURSHQVLW\�WR�GHYHORS�PHQWDO�
KHDOWK�LVVXHV�LQ�DGXOWKRRG�DQG�WKH�ULVN�RI�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�YLROHQW�
FULPLQDO�EHKDYLRXU��7KHVH�SDWKZD\V�FDQ�SOD\�RXW�ZLWK�JULP�
SUHGLFWDELOLW\��IRU�LQVWDQFH��UHVHDUFK�KDV�VKRZQ�WKDW�LQGLYLGXDOV�
IRXQG�JXLOW\�RI�VH[XDO�DEXVH�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�YLFWLPV�
RI�VH[XDO�DEXVH�DV�FKLOGUHQ�29

&RQWLQXHG�JOREDO�GLVSDULWLHV�LQ�LQFRPH�DQG�EHWZHHQ�VRFLDO�
JURXSV�KLQGHU�HTXLWDEOH�DFFHVV�WR�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�UHVRXUFHV�30

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D�VWXG\�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�
LQGLYLGXDOV�DJHG����DQG�DERYH��VRFLDOO\�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�JURXSV��
LQFOXGLQJ�HWKQLF�DQG�UDFLDO�PLQRULWLHV�DQG�ORZ�LQFRPH�SDWLHQWV��
WHQG�WR�XWLOL]H�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�VHUYLFHV�OHVV�IUHTXHQWO\�WKDQ�RWK-
HUV�31�7KH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�H[DFHUEDWHG�WKHVH�FKDOOHQJHV��
ZKLOH�FRLQFLGLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�HVFDODWLRQ�RI�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FKDOOHQJHV��
LQFOXGLQJ�ORQHOLQHVV�DQG�DOLHQDWLRQ��GHSUHVVLRQ�DQG�VHOI�KDUP��
$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKHUH�ZDV�D�VKDUS�LQFUHDVH�LQ�LQFLGHQWV�RI�
LQWHUSHUVRQDO�YLROHQFH��LQFOXGLQJ�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�YLROHQFH�32

*LYHQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W��WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�QHHGV�WR�DGDSW�
LI�LW�LV�WR�SURYLGH�PRUH�H΍HFWLYH�VXSSRUW�IRU�LQGLYLGXDOV�IDFLQJ�
PHQWDO�KHDOWK�LVVXHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH�
DQG�EHWWHU�HTXLS�WKRVH�IDFLQJ�VXFK�DGYHUVLW\�WR�QDYLJDWH�WKH�
OHJDO�V\VWHP��5HFHQW�UHVHDUFK�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�ΖQGLD�DQG�HOVHZKHUH�
FDQ�SURYLGH�YDOXDEOH�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�WKLV�FKDOOHQJH��

Mental health and violent crime: 
the cycle of marginalization
$PRQJ�WKH�PRVW�ZHOO�VWXGLHG�GHWHUPLQDQWV�RI�WKH�FRPPLVVLRQ�
RI�YLROHQW�FULPH�DUH�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV�33 poverty���DQG�LQHTXDOLW\���
0HQWDO�LOOQHVV�LV�QRW�RQO\�D�ULVN�IDFWRU�IRU�FRPPLWWLQJ�YLROHQW�
FULPH��KRZHYHU��DV�SDWLHQWV�VX΍HULQJ�IURP�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV�PD\�
DOVR�EH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�IDOO�YLFWLP�WR�KRPLFLGH�WKDQ�WKH�JHQHUDO�
SRSXODWLRQ��DV�VXJJHVWHG�E\�D�VWXG\�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�(QJODQG�

DQG�:DOHV��8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�RI�*UHDW�%ULWDLQ�DQG�1RUWKHUQ�
ΖUHODQG��EHWZHHQ������DQG��������

7KH�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�YLROHQW�FULPH�DQG�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�KDV�EHHQ�
ZHOO�GRFXPHQWHG�LQ�GL΍HUHQW�UHJLRQV��&KLOGKRRG�H[SRVXUH�
WR�VWUHVV�DQG�WUDXPD�FDQ�GLUHFWO\�D΍HFW�KHDOWK\�EUDLQ�GHYHO-
RSPHQW��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�EHKDYLRXUDO�LVVXHV�GXULQJ�DGROHVFHQFH�
DQG�DJJUHVVLYH�EHKDYLRXU�GXULQJ�DGXOWKRRG��ZHDNHQHG�VRFLDO�
DWWDFKPHQW�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�HPRWLRQDO�UHDFWLYLW\��� Adverse child-
KRRG�H[SHULHQFHV�DUH�DOVR�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�HDUO\�LQLWLDWLRQ�RI�
VXEVWDQFH�DEXVH��ORZHU�OHYHOV�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�DFKLHYHPHQW�
DQG�SRRU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUNIRUFH��WKHUHE\�HVFDODWLQJ�
WKH�ULVN�RI�YLROHQFH���

A recent study in India indicated that the intersections between 
SRYHUW\��VRFLDO�H[FOXVLRQ�DQG�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV�DUH�NH\�WR�XQGHU-
VWDQGLQJ�WKH�SDWKZD\V�WR�YLROHQW�FULPH��LQFOXGLQJ�KRPLFLGH��
'XULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�����Ȃ������3URMHFW���$��D�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�
SURJUDPPH�DW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�/DZ�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�'HOKL��ΖQGLD��
conducted a study based on interviews with prisoners on 
GHDWK�URZ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�IRU�FKDUJHV�UHODWHG�WR�KRPLFLGH��
DPRQJ�RWKHU�FULPHV�39�7KH����LQWHUYLHZHHV�UHSUHVHQWHG�RQH�
fiIWK�RI�WKH�SULVRQHUV�RQ�GHDWK�URZ�LQ�ΖQGLD��� In addition, the 
LQWHUYLHZHUV�FRQGXFWHG�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�XVLQJ�SV\FKRPHWULF�
WRROV�DQG�FOLQLFDO�LQWHUYLHZV�WR�HVWLPDWH�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�LQWHOOHFWXDO�
GLVDELOLW\�DQG�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FRQFHUQV�DPRQJ�WKH�SULVRQHUV��
7KH� WKUHH�PRVW�VWULNLQJ�fiQGLQJV�RI� WKH�VWXG\�FRQFHUQLQJ�
SHRSOH�FRQYLFWHG�RI�YLROHQW�FULPH�ZHUH���D��WKH�QHDU�XELTXLW\�
RI�GHSULYDWLRQ��DEXVH�DQG�RWKHU�QHJDWLYH�OLIH�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�WKH�
SULVRQHUVȇ��EDFNJURXQGV���E��ZLGHVSUHDG�LQWHOOHFWXDO�GLVDELOLW\�
DQG�FRJQLWLYH�LPSDLUPHQW�DPRQJ�WKH�SULVRQHUV��PXFK�RI�LW�
RULJLQDWLQJ�LQ�FKLOGKRRG�DQG�PRVW�RI�LW�XQDGGUHVVHG�GXULQJ�
WKHLU�HQFRXQWHUV�ZLWK�WKH�OHJDO�V\VWHP��DQG��F��WKH�KLJK�UDWH�
RI�SV\FKLDWULF�GLVRUGHUV�DPRQJ�WKH�LQWHUYLHZHHV��

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�RɝFLDO�VWDWLVWLFV��PHQWDOO\�LOO�SULVRQHUV�LQ�ΖQGLD�
DFFRXQWHG�IRU�DURXQG�����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�WRWDO�SULVRQ�SRSX-
ODWLRQ��DPRXQWLQJ�WR�VRPH�������PHQWDOO\�LOO�LQPDWHV�RXW�RI�
WKH�URXJKO\���������LQPDWHV�RYHUDOO�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�LQ��������
7KLV�VHHPV�D�VPDOO�VKDUH��EXW�WKHUH�LV�ODFN�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�SURFHVV�DQG�WLPLQJ�RI�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�GLDJQRVHV�
DQG�LW�LV�QRW�FOHDU�ZKHWKHU�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FDUH�VHUYLFHV�DUH�
DYDLODEOH�LQ�DOO�SULVRQV�LQ�ΖQGLD�

1XPHURXV�VWXGLHV�KDYH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�
VRFLRHFRQRPLFDOO\�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�FRPPXQLWLHV�IDFH�D�KLJKHU�
ULVN�RI�YLROHQW�EHKDYLRXU�ODWHU�LQ�OLIH�WKDQ�RWKHUV����7KH�fiQG-
LQJV�IURP�WKH�LQWHUYLHZV�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�WKH�Project 39A study 
DSSHDU�WR�FRQfiUP�WKLV�K\SRWKHVLV�����RI�WKH����SULVRQHUV�
KDG�QHYHU�KDG�D�SDUHQWDO�fiJXUH�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV�����KDG�EHHQ�
DEXVHG�DV�FKLOGUHQ�����KDG�EHHQ�QHJOHFWHG�����KDG�WR�GURS�
RXW�RI�VFKRRO�HDUO\��DQG����KDG�DW�OHDVW�RQH�SDUHQW�ZKR�KDG�
XVHG�VXEVWDQFHV��fiJXUH�EHORZ��
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Homicide: a mental health perspective

Proportion of prisoners with selected childhood issues 
interviewed as part of Project 39A, India 

Pe
rc
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t

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Never had a parental Įgure in their lives
(24 prisoners)

Were abused as a child 
(46 prisoners) 

Were neglected as a child 
(64 prisoners)

Dropped out of school early
(46 prisoners)

Had at least one parent using substances
(50 prisoners)

P ercentage

6RXUFH��3URMHFW���$�VWXG\��Note: Percentages out of 88 prisoners.

1LQH�RI�WKH����SULVRQHUV��URXJKO\����SHU�FHQW��ZKR�FRQVHQWHG�
WR�KDYLQJ�WKHLU�Ζ4�DVVHVVHG�LQ�WKH�3URMHFW���$�VWXG\�ZHUH�
GLDJQRVHG�ZLWK�LQWHOOHFWXDO�GLVDELOLWLHV�����SULVRQHUV�KDG�ORZ�
LQWHOOHFWXDO�IXQFWLRQLQJ�����KDG�ERUGHUOLQH�GHfiFLWV�LQ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�
IXQFWLRQLQJ�����KDG�PLOG�GHfiFLWV�DQG����KDG�PRGHUDWH�GHfiFLWV��
%RUGHUOLQH�ORZ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�IXQFWLRQLQJ�FDQ�PHDQ�WKDW��ZLWKRXW�
VXSSRUW��DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�PD\�IDFH�EDUULHUV�WR�UHDVRQLQJ��MXGJPHQW�
IRUPDWLRQ��DEVWUDFW�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ��GLVDELOLWLHV�
RIWHQ�VHHQ�DV�SRRU�FKRLFHV�RU�EDG�RU�FULPLQDO�EHKDYLRXU��DV�
REVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�3URMHFW���$�VWXG\�

6RPH����RI�WKH�����SULVRQHUV�IRU�ZKRP�IXUWKHU�FOLQLFDO�LQTXLU\�
ZDV�XQGHUWDNHQ�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�GLDJQRVLV�RI�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�
LVVXHV�LQ�WKH�3URMHFW���$�VWXG\�ZHUH�GLDJQRVHG�ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�
RQH�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV��7KLV�UDWH�LV�IDU�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKDW�IRXQG�LQ�
WKH�RYHUDOO�ΖQGLDQ�SRSXODWLRQ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�OHDG�
H[SHUWV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�VWXG\��7KH�PDLQ�SV\FKLDWULF�LOOQHVVHV�
IRXQG�ZHUH�PDMRU�GHSUHVVLYH�GLVRUGHU�����SULVRQHUV���JHQ-
HUDOL]HG�DQ[LHW\�GLVRUGHU�����SULVRQHUV��DQG�VXEVWDQFH�XVH�
GLVRUGHU�����SULVRQHUV����

(OVHZKHUH��D�VWXG\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�/RQGRQ��8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��KDV�
IRXQG�WKDW�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV�LV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�D�NH\�IDFWRU�LQ�
KRPLFLGH�����RI����FDVHV��WKDQ�WKH�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�GUXJV������RU�
JDQJ�UHODWHG�IDFWRUV���������7KH�GHWHULRUDWLRQ�RI�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�
conditions plays a crucial role in the escalation of violence 
EHWZHHQ�WKH�YLFWLP�DQG�VXVSHFW��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKLV�UHVHDUFK��
7KLV�LQFOXGHV�ȊVXVSHFWV�PLVVLQJ�VFKHGXOHG�FKHFN�XS�DSSRLQW-
PHQWV�ZLWK�WKHLU�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�VXSSRUW�WHDP��UHDFKLQJ�RXW�
IRU�DGGLWLRQDO�VXSSRUW�EXW�QRW�JHWWLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�LW�LQ�WLPH��RU�
GHFLGLQJ�WR�FKDQJH�WKHLU�PHGLFDWLRQ�VFKHGXOH�ZLWKRXW�DGYLFH�
IURP�D�KHDOWK�SURIHVVLRQDOȋ� ���7KH�VWXG\�DOVR�IRXQG�WKDW�VSHFLfiF�
PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FRQGLWLRQV�VXFK�DV�DFXWH�SRO\PRUSKLF�GLVRUGHU��
VKDUHG�SV\FKRVLV�DQG�SDUDQRLG�VFKL]RSKUHQLD�SRVHG�D�JUHDWHU�
ULVN�RI�KRPLFLGH�

0RUHRYHU��D�GDWD�DQDO\VLV�RI�������SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV�1DWLRQDO�ΖQVWLWXWH�RI�0HQWDO�+HDOWK�&OLQLFDO�$QWLSV\FKRWLF�
7ULDOV�RI�ΖQWHUYHQWLRQ�(΍HFWLYHQHVV�6WXG\�LQ�WKH�PLG�����V��
IRXQG�WKDW�SHRSOH�ZLWK�VFKL]RSKUHQLD�ZHUH�WZLFH�DV�OLNHO\�WR�
FRPPLW�YLROHQW�DFWV�LI�WKH\�KDG�D�KLVWRU\�RI�FKLOGKRRG�FRQGXFW�
SUREOHPV�����SHU�FHQW��WKDQ�LI�WKH\�GLG�QRW�����SHU�FHQW����

Mental health: a growing crisis
7KHVH�fiQGLQJV�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�VLJQLfiFDQW�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�D�
JURZLQJ�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FULVLV�JOREDOO\��%HWZHHQ������DQG�������

WKH�JOREDO�QXPEHU�RI�GLVDELOLW\�DGMXVWHG�OLIH�\HDUV��'$/<V��
DWWULEXWDEOH�WR�PHQWDO�GLVRUGHUV�LQFUHDVHG�IURP������PLOOLRQ�
WR�������PLOOLRQ��DQG�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�'$/<V�DWWULEXWHG�WR�
PHQWDO�GLVRUGHUV�LQFUHDVHG�JOREDOO\�IURP�����SHU�FHQW�WR�����
SHU�FHQW����ΖQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�PHQWDO�GLVRUGHUV�
UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH������*OREDO�%XUGHQ�RI�'LVHDVH�5HSRUW��PHQWDO�
health was incorporated into the United Nations Sustainable 
'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV�

5HFHQW�HYHQWV�PD\�KDYH�H[DFHUEDWHG�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�JOREDO�PHQWDO�
KHDOWK�FRQFHUQV��7KH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�KDG�D�PXOWLGLPHQ-
VLRQDO�LPSDFW�RQ�SHRSOHȇV�ZHOOEHLQJ��D΍HFWLQJ�WKHLU�KHDOWK��
SHUVRQDO�DQG�VRFLDO�LQWHUDFWLRQV��ZRUN�OLIH��fiQDQFHV�DQG�PRUH��
ZKLFK�KDV�FRQWULEXWHG�D�GHWHULRUDWLRQ�LQ�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�ZRUOG-
ZLGH��ΖQ�WKH�LQLWLDO�\HDU�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�DORQH��WKH�
JOREDO�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�DQ[LHW\�DQG�GHSUHVVLRQ�VXUJHG�E\����
per cent���6WUHVV��DQ[LHW\��GHSUHVVLRQ��LQVRPQLD�DQG�DQJHU�
DUH�MXVW�VRPH�RI�WKH�VLJQLfiFDQW�KHDOWK�LVVXHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�
UHSRUWHG�LQ�VWXGLHV���

Criminal justice responses and access 
to mental health
([DPLQLQJ�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�DQG�WKH�
FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�DQG�HYDOXDWLQJ�KRZ�WKH�V\VWHP�DGGUHVVHV�
LQGLYLGXDOV�IDFLQJ�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FKDOOHQJHV�FDQ�SURYLGH�YDOX-
DEOH�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�SRWHQWLDO�SDWKZD\V�WR�HQVXULQJ�D�IDLU�DQG�
H΍HFWLYH�UHVSRQVH�WR�FRPSOH[�FDVHV��7KH�3URMHFW���$�VWXG\�
RI�GHDWK�URZ�SULVRQHUV�LQ�ΖQGLD�KLJKOLJKWHG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
GHPRFUDWL]LQJ�DFFHVV�WR�PHQWDO�KHDOWK��ZKLOH�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�
FULPLQDO�DQG�MXGLFLDO�V\VWHPV�WKURXJK�D�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�OHQV��
%RWK�LQWHOOHFWXDO�GLVDELOLW\�DQG�ORZ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�IXQFWLRQLQJ�
UHQGHU�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZLWKRXW�DGHTXDWH�VXSSRUW�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�
KDUP�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��3HRSOH�ZLWK�LQWHOOHFWXDO�
GLVDELOLW\�KDYH�D�KHLJKWHQHG�ULVN�RI�JLYLQJ�D�IDOVH�FRQIHVVLRQ��
HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�LQ�FRXUW��ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�IDFHG�ZLWK�FKDOOHQJ-
LQJ�ODQJXDJH�DQG�WKHPHV�WKDW�PD\�EH�LQDFFHVVLEOH�WR�WKHP��

7KHVH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�KDYH�EURDGHU�LPSOLFDWLRQV�DV�VLPLODU�
SDWWHUQV�KDYH�EHHQ�REVHUYHG�ZRUOGZLGH�� ΖQ� OLQH�ZLWK� WKH�
6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW�*RDOV��XQLYHUVDO�DFFHVV�WR�PHQWDO�
KHDOWK�UHVRXUFHV�FRXOG�KDYH�D�IDU�UHDFKLQJ�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�
FRPPLVVLRQ�RI�YLROHQW�FULPH��LQFOXGLQJ�KRPLFLGH��+RZHYHU��
DGGUHVVLQJ�WKLV�LVVXH�UHTXLUHV�FDUHIXO�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
SXEOLF�VWLJPD�VXUURXQGLQJ�PHQWDO�KHDOWK��ZKLFK�PD\�GHWHU�
LQGLYLGXDOV�IURP�VHHNLQJ�KHOS�HYHQ�ZKHQ�VHUYLFHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH��

&HUWDLQ�VWXGLHV�KDYH�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�DGGUHVVLQJ�DQG�WUHDWLQJ�
PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FDQ�UHGXFH�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLW\��ΖQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��
DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�WUHDWPHQW�IDFLOLWLHV�IRU�GUXJ�XVH�
disorders has been associated with a reduction both in violent 
DQG�fiQDQFLDOO\�PRWLYDWHG�FULPHV��6LPLODUO\��WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�
0HGLFDLG�KHDOWKFDUH�FRYHUDJH�KDV�EHHQ�OLQNHG�WR�D�GHFUHDVH�
LQ�YLROHQW�EHKDYLRXU� ���ΖQ�/LEHULD��WKHUDS\�KDV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�
LWV�H΍HFWLYHQHVV�LQ�IRVWHULQJ�JUHDWHU�SDWLHQFH�DQG�IXWXUH�RUL-
HQWHG�EHKDYLRXU�DPRQJ�PHQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�ȊORZ�VNLOOȋ�RU�LOOLFLW�
MREV��PDQ\�RI�ZKRP�ZHUH�IRUPHU�PHPEHUV�RI�DUPHG�JURXSV��
ZKLFK�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�FULPH�UDWHV�DPRQJ�WKHP���

:KLOH�SRYHUW\��GHSULYDWLRQ��DEXVH�DQG�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV�DUH�FRQ-
VLGHUHG�PLWLJDWLQJ�IDFWRUV�LQ�WKH�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��WKH�SDWKZD\V�
IRU�LQGLYLGXDOV�QDYLJDWLQJ�WKH�V\VWHP�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�WKHLU�
H[SHULHQFHV�WR�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�RɝFLDOV�FDQ�RIWHQ�EH�SRRUO\�
IRUPHG��OHDGLQJ�WR�DGYHUVH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�WKHVH�LQGLYLGXDOV��
$GRSWLQJ�D�XQLYHUVDO�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�SHUVSHFWLYH�FRXOG�KHOS�WR�
EHWWHU�VDIHJXDUG�WKHLU�ULJKWV�DQG�GXH�SURFHVV�
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With Goal 16 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Member States committed to 
ViJni΋cantl\ redXcinJ all forPV of Yiolence and related deatK rateV� $V 8nited NationV Secretar\-
General António Guterres underscored in the ���� New $Jenda for 3eace Solic\ Erief, the scourge 
of Yiolence KaV VKaSed tKe liYeV and liYeliKoodV not MXVt of tKoVe in arPed conflictV�
7o VXSSort 0ePEer StateV and tKe international coPPXnit\ in eΊortV to SreYent Yiolence and 
VtrenJtKen reVSonVeV� tKe foXrtK edition of tKe *loEal +oPicide StXd\ oΊerV a coPSreKenViYe 
e[aPination of intentional KoPicide trendV and SatternV aroXnd tKe world� and anal\ViV of tKe 
coPSle[ d\naPicV EeKind tKe nXPEerV� 7Ke VtXd\ delYeV into diΊerent aVSectV of KoPicide� 
inclXdinJ tKe e[tent of intentional KoPicide in aEVolXte nXPEerV and rateV� ,t KiJKliJKtV reJional 
and VXEreJional trendV� dePoJraSKicV� aJe� and Jender Sro΋leV of YictiPV� ,t alVo e[SloreV tKe 
iPSact of tKe &29,'-�� SandePic on KoPicide trendV�
7Ke anal\ViV of KoPicide t\SoloJieV iV one of tKe Pain aVSectV of tKe *loEal +oPicide StXd\� 
covering three categories: homicides related to criminal activities, interpersonal homicides, and 
Vocio-Soliticall\ PotiYated KoPicideV� $ VSecial Vection Xnder cKaSter � e[aPineV Kow orJani]ed 
criPe iV driYinJ KoPicide trendV in /atin $Perica and tKe &ariEEean�
,n addition� tKe VtXd\ conViderV tKe iPSactV of PeJatrendV VXcK aV cliPate cKanJe� aJeinJ 
SoSXlationV� ineTXalit\� XrEani]ation and tecKnoloJical VKiftV� witK tKe aiP of SroYidinJ inViJKtV 
into Kow tKeVe larJer JloEal deYeloSPentV Pa\ interVect witK and inflXence KoPicide rateV�
7Ke *loEal +oPicide StXd\ alVo e[aPineV tKe criPinal MXVtice V\VtePȆV reVSonVe to intentional 
KoPicide� VeeNinJ to identif\ areaV for iPSroYePent and interYention�

7Ke *loEal StXd\ on +oPicide ���� iV SXEliVKed on tKe 8N2'& weEVite� 
KttSV�//www�Xnodc�orJ/Xnodc/data-and-anal\ViV/JloEal-VtXd\-on-KoPicide�KtPl 

7Ke data on KoPicide and criPinal MXVtice V\VteP reVSonVe collected E\ 8N2'& 
are aYailaEle on tKe 'ata 3ortal� KttSV�//dataXnodc�Xn�orJ/ 
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https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-new-agenda-for-peace-en.pdf



