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-

This Global Study on Homicide
delve into the facts behind the violence, to try and identify 

fi

-

Many people are also killed because of what they do, 

fi

fi

fi

-
ticular priority in Africa, which this Global Study projects 

fi

-

fi
fi
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KEY FIGURES AT A GLANCE

Global and regional homicide rates by sex in 2021
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Global trend in total number of homicide victims 2000–2021

Homicide rate in EuropeHomicide rate in the Americas
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KEY FIGURES AT A GLANCE
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Share of homicides by type, global and regional 

Share of homicides by type of mechanism 
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Homicide rate by country or territory, 2021 
(or latest available year since 2016)
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Homicide rate by country or territory, 2021 
(or latest available year since 2016)

Note: The following countries and territories count o ences instead of victims: Belgium, Benin, Burundi, Cameroon, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Gibraltar, 
Guam, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, Philippines, Thailand, United States Virgin Islands, Zambia.
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply o cial endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. Dotted line represents approximately 
the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon 
by the parties. A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning 
sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).
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Most prevalent mechanism used in the perpetration of homicides 
In the Americas 2021 (or latest year available) 

Source: UNODC homicide statistics.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over 
the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).
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Most prevalent mechanism used in the perpetration of homicides
In Europe 2021 (or latest year available) 

Map 3

Source: UNODC homicide statistics.

Note: In Iceland and Ireland, the data refers to the most prevalent mechanism in the last 3 years.
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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Without targeted action to prevent homicide, the world will fail to deliver 
on SDG pledges to reduce violence
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KEY MESSAGES 

•

•

•

Organized criminal groups/gangs can have sudden and sharp impacts 
on the number of intentional homicides

•

-

•

Response

Global distribution of homicide, by situational context, 
2021 or latest year a aila le
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Sociopolitical homicide, including, among others, deliberate killings of human rights 
defenders, environmental defenders, community leaders, journalists, and aid workers, 
constitutes at least 9% of global homicides
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KEY MESSAGES 

•
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Statistical framework for measuring the gender-related killing of women and girls.

•

2023 research brief, Gender-related Killings of Women and Girls (Femicide/Feminicide).

•

•
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About the study

-
fi

as United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres 
underscored in the 2023 New Agenda for Peace policy brief, 

-

responses, the UNODC Global Study on Homicide

trends and patterns around the world and analyses the 

fi

-

-

2021 and 2022: a spike and differing 
regional developments

-

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Chapter 1

“Every violent death is preventable, and it is our collective moral 
responsibility to achieve this goal. Building on Sustainable Development 
Goal 16.1, I invite each Member State to consider the ambitious target 

of halving violent death rates in their societies by 2030.”

United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres 
New Agenda for Peace
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-

sociopolitical violence also contributed to the escalation 

-

fi

fi

-

Trends over time – by region

Europe 

-

Fig. 1 Homicide rate (victims of intentional homicide 
er  o lation   re ion   

Note: Uncertainty bands represent possible estimation errors due to the 
imputation of missing values at the country level. The bands do not represent 
probability confidence intervals. The estimates are based on the latest available 
data, which remain limited, especially in Africa and Asia. The size of the error 
bars provides an indication of the level of uncertainty that the estimates carry 
at the regional level.
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fi
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the Americas have 
fi

-

-

-

-

-

-

rate over the past decade, particularly since the onset of 

In Africa

fi

fi
-

-

fi

In Asia,
fi

decade was disrupted in 2021 by a sharp increase in kill-

-

-

Meanwhile, in Oceania

Homicide deaths outnumber 
conflict-related and terrorist killings

fi-

-

fi

fi -

various countries such as Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Mali, 
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-

Organized crime and trafficking can 
rapidly drive homicides up – or down 

fi

-
fi

Fig. 2 S are of o icide   t e  elected co ntrie   or late t a aila le ear

Note: Countries and territories with fewer than 100 homicides in 2021 or latest 
available year, or with more than 85 per cent of all homicides recorded as 
having “unknown causes” have been removed.
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Fig. 3 Global shares of homicides by type of mechanism, including unassigned/unknown mechanism,
and  t e of nown ec ani   

Note: The shares without an unassigned/unknown mechanism are based on the assumption that the distribution of homicides with an assigned mechanism is 
representative of the ones with unassigned/unknown mechanism.

per 100,000 in 2022, after a notable increase a year ear-

the second lowest since 2000, but violence persisted in 

-

ica, the Caribbean and certain African countries often 

-

Firearms linked to increases
in homicide

fi
fi

fi

fi
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fi
fi
fi

-

-

fi

fi

fi
fi

fi
fi

-

fi

fi

fi

Gender dimensions of homicide

fi

-

fi

-

-

-
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fi

Interpersonal violence 
outside the family 

-

often driven by insecure land tenure, can also contribute 

fi fi

of these events reported in Southern Asia, Sub-Saharan 

fi
fi

“Defenders” at risk 

-

fi

fi

that annual aid worker casualties had been on a down-

-

-

-
fi

-

since 2012, based on searches in national and interna-

Fig. 4 Global number and share of male and female 
o icide icti  a on  ad lt  and c ildren  

81%
83%

67%

19%

17%

33%

0
50, 000

100, 000
150, 000
200, 000
250, 000
300, 000
350, 000
400, 000
450, 000
500, 000

T otal Adults Children

N
um

be
ro

fh
om

ic
id

e
vi

c�
m

s M ale
F emale



35GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023

fi

-

Warning signs: SDG target to halve 
violence will not be met if trends 
continue

fi

-

fi

fi

-

-
pared to areas in Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia 

Criminal justice responses 
to homicide

-

in countries with available data for 2021, particularly in 

In 91 countries with data for 2021 or a recent year, an 

persons per 100,000, and countries with data in Europe 

fi
-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

Fig. 5 ate of ri oner  detained er  o lation  rate of ri oner  detained for o icide er  
population and percentage of prisoners convicted of homicide, as a percentage of total prisoners, in selected 
re ion  and co ntrie   or late t ear a aila le

Regional and global figures are aggregates of countries with data. Number of 
countries in brackets.

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

Af
ric

a
(8

)

Ca
rib

be
an

(9
)

Ce
nt

ra
lA

m
er

ic
a

(6
)

N
or

th
er

n
Am

er
ic

a
(2

)

So
ut

h
Am

er
ic

a
(8

)

Ea
st

er
n

an
d

So
ut

h-
Ea

st
er

n
As

ia
(8

)

W
es

te
rn

As
ia

(8
)

Ea
st

er
n

Eu
ro

pe
(9

)

N
or

th
er

n
Eu

ro
pe

(1
2)

So
ut

he
rn

Eu
ro

pe
(1

2)

W
es

te
rn

Eu
ro

pe
(7

)

Au
st

ra
lia

an
d

N
ew

Ze
al

an
d

(2
)

Gl
ob

al
(9

1)

Africa Americas Asia Europe Oceania Global

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

Ra
te

pe
r1

00
,0

00
po

pu
la
�o

n

Total prisoners per 100,000 popula�on (le� hand scale)
Homicide prisoners per 100,000 popula�on (le� hand scale)
% of total prisoners held for homicide (right hand scale)

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

Af
ric

a
(8

)

Ca
rib

be
an

(9
)

Ce
nt

ra
lA

m
er

ic
a

(6
)

N
or

th
er

n
Am

er
ic

a
(2

)

So
ut

h
Am

er
ic

a
(8

)

Ea
st

er
n

an
d

So
ut

h-
Ea

st
er

n
As

ia
(8

)

W
es

te
rn

As
ia

(8
)

Ea
st

er
n

Eu
ro

pe
(9

)

N
or

th
er

n
Eu

ro
pe

(1
2)

So
ut

he
rn

Eu
ro

pe
(1

2)

W
es

te
rn

Eu
ro

pe
(7

)

Au
st

ra
lia

an
d

N
ew

Ze
al

an
d

(2
)

Gl
ob

al
(9

1)

Africa Americas Asia Europe Oceania Global

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

Ra
te

pe
r1

00
,0

00
po

pu
la
�o

n

Total prisoners per 100,000 popula�on (le� hand scale)
Homicide prisoners per 100,000 popula�on (le� hand scale)
% of total prisoners held for homicide (right hand scale)



37GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023

fi

-

-

-





 
CHAPTER 2
HOMICIDE TRENDS  
AND PATTERNS
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Introduction to the concept
of intentional  homicide

-

fi Global 
Study on Homicide

International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes 
(ICCS) fi

fi
-

The intent of the perpetrator to kill or seriously 

that the law considers the perpetrator liable 

the three criteria listed above are considered to be inten-
fi fi

fi
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Fig. 1 Average annual number of deaths caused by 
o icide  terrori  and conflict   

average

-

fi

Note: Death as a result of terrorist activities is counted as intentional homicide 
(ICCS). International datasets on conflict deaths and terrorism, on the one hand, 
and UNODC homicide statistics, on the other, have a certain degree of overlap. 
The same killing may meet the ICCS criteria, the criteria of the Uppsala Conflict 
Data Program (UCDP) database and those of the Global Terrorism Database. 
When, for example, people are killed by a terrorist group outside of conflict 
zones. Violence stemming from terrorism is subject to a great deal of scrutiny 
by the international community. This can partly be attributed to the nature of 
the victimization, terrorism’s impact on public life, and media and political 
attention, as well as the actual number of lives lost. Conflict deaths include 
deaths from state-based violence and non-state conflict refers to deaths where 
there is use of armed force between warring parties in a conflict dyad. This 
includes traditional battlefield fighting, guerrilla activities (e.g. hit-and-run 
attacks / ambushes) and all kinds of bombardments of military units, cities and 
villages etc. Both deaths of military and civilians are included. One-sided 
violence deaths refer to deaths stemming from attacks carried out by organized 
actors, targeting unarmed civilians. 
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Considerations for classifying conflict-related deaths and intentional homicides, 
and their overlap in conflict situations

The International Classification of 
Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS) fi

fi

fi

fi

fi fi

-

a

fi fi
fi -

-
fi

1.

2.

-

3.

4. -

fi -

Classifying armed conflict

fi
b

c

d

UN
LA

WFUL CONFLICT

DEATHS

INTENTIONAL HOMICIDES

CO
NFL

ICT DEATHS

Deaths
from war 

operations
War crimes-

related killings

Intentional 
homicides by 
combatants

Intentional 
homicides 

by non-
combatants

Overlap between intentional homicides 
and conflict-related deaths



43GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023

Syrian Arab Republic (fi
fi

fi

-

Extent of intentional homicide 
in absolute numbers

-

fi
in Oceania (fi

Fig. 2 Number of deaths caused by homicide, 
ar ed conflict and terrori  

-

at -

-

fi fi

e

-
tions of internal disturbances and tensions, such as riots, 
isolated and sporadic acts of violence and other acts of 

f 

fi

fi -
h Groups 

-

fi

-

fi

fi

Journal of Peace Research 
2022

International Review of the 
Red Cross

International Review of the 
Red Cross .

International Review of the 
Red Cross

0
50,000

100,000
150,000
200,000
250,000
300,000
350,000
400,000
450,000
500,000

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

Ye
ar

ly
 n

um
be

r o
f d

ea
th

s

Homicides
Conflict deaths
Terrorist killings

https://ucdp.uu.se/exploratory
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/


44 2  ––  HOMICIDE TRENDS AND PATTERNS

Fig. 3 a nit de of intentional o icide   re ion and a aila le co ntr   or late t ear a aila le
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fi

per cent of the world population, accounted for around 
fi

-
fi

-

Extent of homicide by rate

fi -

Global 
Study on Homicide, 

fi

Fig. 4 Total number of homicide victims, 
 re ion  

Note: Uncertainty bands represent possible estimation errors due to the 
imputation of missing values at the country level. The bands do not represent 
probability confidence intervals. The estimates are based on the latest available 
data, which remain limited, especially in Africa and Asia. The size of the error 
bars provides an indication of the level of uncertainty that the estimates carry 
at the regional level.

Fig. 5 Homicide rate (victims of intentional homicide 
er  o lation   re ion  

Note: Uncertainty bands represent possible estimation errors due to the 
imputation of missing values at the country level. The bands do not represent 
probability confidence intervals. The estimates are based on the latest available 
data, which remain limited, especially in Africa and Asia. The size of the error 
bars provides an indication of the level of uncertainty that the estimates carry 
at the regional level.
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Fig. 6 o ntrie  wit  t e i e t or lowe t o icide rate  in elected re ion   or late t ear ince  wit  
available data 

Note: Countries and territories with a population of less than 1 million and countries with no available homicide data for the period 2019–2021 are not considered for 
the comparison.
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19 Taken 

fi

countries (fi -

20

level (fi

fi

fi
-

tries in Africa and in the Caribbean that have reported 2022 

21

Map 1 o icide rate  co ntr  or territor   or late t a aila le ear ince 

Notes: The following countries and territories count offences instead of victims: Belgium, Benin, Burundi, Cameroon, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Gibraltar, Guam, Indonesia, 
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, Philippines, Thailand, United States Virgin Islands, Zambia.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Final boundary 
between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and 
Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. A dispute exists between the 
Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).
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Global homicide trend
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Fig. 7 Global trend in the total number of homicide 
icti  
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fi
fi

 to 2030, the 

fi

fi

fi

Assessing the quality of homicide data

The dataset used for the Global Study on Homicide 2023 is the 

-
fi Global Study 

on Homicide Global Study on Homicide 2019, 

fi
a

how closely the data represent the reality of the situation 

fi

fi

•

•

•

• Internal consistency

•

fi

alit  core cate orie  for o icide data  

Notes: The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
Dashed lines represent undetermined boundaries. Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and 
Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. The final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the 
Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).
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Regional homicide trends

fi

fi
fi

fi

the downward trend was reversed in 2021 after a sharp 

- past decade (fi

Fig. 8 Trends in and projections of the global homicide 
rate er  o lation   e  

Note: Projections for years 2022–2030 represent linear extrapolations of trends 
observed for years 2015–2020 (“optimistic scenario”, solid line) and for years 
2015–2021 (“pessimistic scenario”, dashed line). 
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FIG. 9 Trends in the homicide rate in the Americas and 
ro e  

Note: Uncertainty bands represent possible estimation errors due to the 
imputation of missing values at the country level. The bands do not represent 
probability confidence intervals. The estimates are based on the latest available 
data, which remain limited, especially in Africa and Asia. The size of the error 
bars provides an indication of the level of uncertainty that the estimates carry 
at the regional level.

Fig. 10 Trends in the homicide rate in Africa, Asia and 
ceania  

Note: Uncertainty bands represent possible estimation errors due to the 
imputation of missing values at the country level. The bands do not represent 
probability confidence intervals. The estimates are based on the latest available 
data, which remain limited, especially in Africa and Asia. The size of the error 
bars provides an indication of the level of uncertainty that the estimates carry 
at the regional level.
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Estimating the homicide rate in Nigeria

a

b

c

-

in open sources and reliance on open sources can introduce 

-
tistics, in cooperation with UNODC, conducted a survey with 

d fi
fi

ti ated o icide rate in Ni eria   e  
 and 

 Corruption in Nigeria: 
Patterns and Trends

fi-

e

-

nn al n er of conflict fatalitie  e ti ated  
ACLED and of homicides estimated by UNODC in 
Ni eria  t ree- ear a era e  

d UNODC, Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 2, Homicide: Extent, 
Patterns, Trends and Criminal Justice Response
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Subregional homicide trends
Europe

-

 which is 

fi

fi

fi -

2010 to just over 200 in 2019, the latest year with avail-

-

-

fi
fi -

Americas

fi

 Several possible 

fi

-
29

30

in recent years,31 but that has not been the case in other 

fi
violence between the end of 2020 and the end of 2021, 
which in the case of Ecuador in particular can be attributed 

32

the Caribbean has declined by around 19 per cent over 
fi

Republic and Puerto Rico, while other relatively populous 

have seen an increase in deadly violence in recent years, 

33

Fig. 11 Trends in the homicide rate in Europe, 
 re ion  
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past decade, especially since the onset of the COVID-19 
fi

 Various 

fi

 and data 

fi fi

fi

fi

39

fi

fi

Asia

-
fi

fi fi
-

fi

fi

fi
increase can be traced to the escalation of sociopolitical 

 The 

Fig. 12 Trends in the homicide rate in the Americas, 
 re ion  

Fig. 13 Trends in the homicide rate in Asia, 
 re ion  
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-

and India, both of which have recorded steady declines 

fi

fi

Spotlight on Myanmar 

2021, and the increase in violence that followed it repre-

 Credible 
fi

-

-
fi

security forces appear to satisfy the threshold for the 
fi

for the years 2020 and 2021 have been reported across 
fi

-

 The political 

fi

Fig. 14 Fatalities caused by violent events in Myanmar, 

Note: "Number of fatalities recorded by ACLED" includes violence against 
civilians, battles, explosions/remote violence, protests, riots.
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interplay between the reasons behind the escalation in 

Africa and Oceania
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reliable trend data are available only for Australia and New 

fi fi
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Fig. 15 Homicide trends in selected countries in 
So t ern frica   co ntr  
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Demographics of homicide victims

Se  of o icide icti

fi fi

-
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Oceania, where this relationship cannot be seen in the 

fi

-

Fig. 16 Homicide trends in selected countries in 
Nort ern frica and a tern frica  

0.0

2.0

4.0

6.0

8.0

10.0

12.0

14.0

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

Vi
ct

im
s 

of
 in

te
nt

io
na

l h
om

ic
id

e
pe

r 1
00

,0
00

 p
op

ul
at

io
n

Algeria
Kenya
Morocco
Uganda
United Republic of Tanzania

Fig. 17 o icide rate   re ion and e  

82%
89%

69% 73% 71%
81%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Af
ric

a

Am
er

ic
as

As
ia

Eu
ro

pe

O
ce

an
ia

W
or

ld M
al

e 
sh

ar
e 

(%
) o

f h
om

ic
id

e 
vi

ct
im

s

Vi
ct

im
s o

f i
nt

en
tio

na
l h

om
ic

id
e

pe
r 1

00
,0

00
 p

op
ul

at
io

n

Male homicide rate
Female homicide rate
Male share (%) of homicide victims



57GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023

-
 Thus, 

Age of homicide victims

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi fi
fi

fi

fi

fi
fi

Fig. 18 Share of male homicide victims versus total 
homicide rate in selected countries in Africa, the 

erica  and ia   or late t ear ince 

Fig. 19 Share of male homicide victims versus total 
homicide rates in selected countries in Europe 
and ceania   or late t ear ince 

Note: Based on 128 countries with latest year of data on reported homicide 
totals available between 2019 and 2021. Countries with a total population 
below 100,000 and countries with fewer than five homicide victims per year 
have been omitted from the analysis, since the share of male and female 
homicides tends to fluctuate strongly from year to year. Data for Oceania are 
only available for three countries (Australia, Fiji and New Zealand), so the linear 
best fit is omitted for that region.
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Patterns and trends in child homicide

Previous research has indicated that intentional kill-

 As children 

-

Globally, children

Fig. 21 o icide rate in ro e   e  and a e ro   and 

Fig. 20 o icide rate in t e erica   e  and a e ro   and 
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fi

fi
 Research 

-

 in the 
-

-

fi

fi

period between the end of 2020 and the end of 2021, where 

fi

Fig. 22 Global number and share of male and female 
homicide victims among adults and children, 

Fig. 23 Trends in the child homicide rate in the 
erica   e   
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How the COVID-19 pandemic has 
affected homicide trends

-
 These restrictions 

 Restric-

travel restrictions and electronic surveillance of the daily 

fi

-

-

d 
fi

-

fi

 The COVID-19 

 Mental health services were 

90

-

91

-

Fig. 25 Si lation of cri e trend  a ed on ca al ec ani  t at infl ence cri e d rin  a ande ic

Note: Based on: Eisner, M. and Nivette, A., “Violence and the pandemic: urgent questions for research and policy”, HFG Research and Policy Brief (April 2020).
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Evidence on the short-term impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on homicide

fi

-

92 In 

93 fi
-

-
downs were associated with considerable but relatively 

fi

-

fi -
fi

-
ico,

 also supports the hypothesis 

City, the study found no evidence that the lockdowns had 

-

fi
99 studies in 

Peru100 and South Africa101 fi

decrease in South Africa has been linked to a nationwide 

102 -

103

Spotlight on Colombia and Guatemala 
Colombia

fi

fi
fi

-

-

fi fi
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with opportunities to consolidate their control over terri-

fi

-

-

 The strict 

the health crisis continued, the security situation in rural 

109

Guatemala

end of June to contain the spread of COVID-19 and their 

-

110 This reduction was 

fi

111

fi 112

fi

-
113

handled by the National Civil Police between January and 

fi
fi

-

-
fi

-
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Fig. 26 ear-on- ear ercenta e c an e in t e n er of o icide icti  in t e erica  in  and  
co ared wit  t e lar e t ear-on- ear ercenta e c an e etween  and   re ion

119

Evidence on the longer-term impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on homicide 
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fi
-

ous dec fi

year-on-year variation,122

Europe

-

fi

over the previous d fi

fi

-

fi

fi

Fig. 28 ear-on- ear ercenta e c an e in o icide in elected re ion  and lo all  in  and  
co ared wit  t e lar e t ear-on ear ercenta e c an e etween  and 

Fig. 27 ear-on- ear ercenta e c an e in o icide in ro e in  and  co ared wit  t e lar e t 
ear-on- ear ercenta e etween  and   re ion
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Asia and Oceania

-

-

fi
in the previous fi

of 2019 and the end of 2020 does not appear to have 

between the end of 2020 and the end of 2021 was indeed 
fi

in the previous fi

-

is needed if the factors that have driven this increase are 

Africa

fi

with the evidence available for three populous countries in 

fi

fi

fi
fi

Spotlight on South Africa 

than in 2020,123

-

fi

129

Fig. 29 Homicide trends in Kenya, South Africa and 
anda  
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-

-

130

131 the increase in 

-

2020,132 133

-

fi
fi

-

two factions that resulted in violent confrontations over 

 Despite 

-

-
 By contrast, Northern Cape and Free State have 

capita increase has been lower than in the Eastern Cape, 

with the detection rate139

2011/2012  The 
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-

-

International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS)

national and international standards, of what is strictly necessary and 

Homicide Studies

International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS)

Available at 

-

definition (United Nations International Convention for the Suppres-

Dataset (available at 

conflict and non-state conflict refers to deaths where there is use of 

in the Global Study on Homicide 2019
in the Global Study on Homicide 2013

20

22

at 

23

 Economic Modelling

See UNODC, Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 2, Homicide: Extent, 
Patterns, Trends and Criminal Justice Response

UNODC, Global Study on Homicide 2019, Booklet 2, Homicide: Extent, 
Patterns, Trends and Criminal Justice Response

29 Anuário 
Brasileiro de Segurança Pública 2022 -

30

identified as one of the key drivers behind the decline in reported 

32
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Background
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fi -
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Overview
Ageing populations reduce risk of 
homicide but a large youth population 
can lead to a short-term increase 

fi

fi

, 9

fi

10 -

11

12

fi
13 Likewise, as the share of the 

-

-

 and 

 Likewise, in 

-
 this is 

20

the rest of the world, however, Africa will see the share 

-

  
Climate change: increasing number 
of hot days could impact homicide 

-

-
22



74 3  ––  MEGATRENDS AND HOMICIDE

fi

fi

fi

-
23

-

-

issues,
 Researchers likewise draw 

 On the 

29 -

-

30

-

 Yet closer inspection of the 

32

33 That said, there is 

-

39

-

Causal pathways in the relationship between resource 
scarcity and civil violence are less clear since the interac-

Deepening income inequality may 
exacerbate vulnerability to homicide
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-

-

-
-

relative deprivation because individuals are frustrated 
about their lack of access to the status and wealth of oth-

-

less status frustration, which will translate into a lower 

 Scholars anticipate a poten-

-

Rapid urbanization and associated urban 
de ri ation infl ence o icide

fi  The 
fi

 while 
fi fi

 Meanwhile, 
fi fi

-

 The risk of 

-
, , 

less-developed areas will be uncontrolled and not nec-

fi -

 In future, however, Sub-Saharan 

fi

Digital transformation and automation 
could increase risk of homicide

-
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-

-

fi

fi
-

fi

 The risk 

fi

 In Asia, up to 20 per cent of jobs are at risk 

The risk of job losses in Africa varies,  with countries such 

fi

-

-

ect  of e atrend  on o icide 
likely to vary by location

fi

fi
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relationships is warranted, not least to draw attention to 

-

Projections of homicide to 2100
Projection 1: A theoretical projection of 
the homicide trend based on the age 
composition of populations

 or a 

-
 In 

 Both 

-

fi

youth population directly increases the relative supply of 

 posits that societies tend 

fi

-

-

 a theoretical 

fi

period 2000 to 2020 and the dotted lines represent the 

fi

fi
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fi

-

90 The pro-

the projection is correct, by the end of the century there 

Projection 2: A theoretical projection 
of the impact of climate change on 
future homicide trends

-
92

93

-

-
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-

99

fi
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Fig. 1 Projected homicide rate by region and globally, 
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Panel B – Number of hot days (Heat index > 35° Celsius) 

-
cide data at the country level it can be seen that neither of 
the two indicators has a clear linear association with the 

fi

Note: A Pooled Cross-Sectional Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) Regression model 
was used to predict the homicide rates using each of the two selected climate 
indicators, while also accounting for the influence of other macro level 
correlates of homicide trends such as income inequality (Gini index), wealth 
(GDP per capita) inflation, deprivation (infant mortality), unemployment and 
a policy score. Demographic factors, namely countries' age composition, sex 
composition and urbanization, are also accounted for.

Fig. 2 Observed and forecasted mean temperature 
and number of hot days (country average), 

 re ion and lo all  

Panel A – mean temperature (degrees Celsius)
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Fig. 3 Projected homicide rate based on forecasted 
mean temperature and number of hot days, 
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days,

fi

103

Projection 3: A theoretical projection of 
the impact of income inequality on future 
homicide trends

, , 

Note: The Gini index was forecasted using data published by the Standardized 
World Income Inequality Database (SWIID), which are broadly available until 
2020.110, 111 Considering that the Gini index for income inequality tends to be 
remarkably stable over time (declines and increases tend to be incremental), 
the last five years of data (201 –2020) were used to develop a linear forecast of 
the future inequality trend of each individual country. This forecast assumes 
that whichever average change occurred in the Gini index within that country 
within the last five years would continue into the future. The inequality data and 
forecasts were collapsed to the regional and global levels and the contribution 
of each country to the regional aggregates was weighted population size.

Fig. 4 Scatterplot of countries’ (ln) homicide rate by Gini 
inde  a era e  n  
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Fig. 5 Observed and forecasted Gini index by region 
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fi

-

fi

-

Fig. 6 Projected homicide rate based on forecasted 
ine alit   re ion and lo all  

Note: The future homicide trends have been projected on the basis of existing 
and forecasted trends in inequality. A simple estimate of the cross-national 
association between the Gini index and homicide rate was generated using a 
multivariate ordinary least squares (OLS) regression model of the association 
between the Gini index and the natural logarithm of the homicide rate, while 
accounting for other important characteristics of each country such as their 
economic development, inflation, infant mortality, demographic composition 
and political system. The complete model is shown in appendix L of the present 
chapter. The resulting model estimated that each one-unit increase in the Gini 
index is associated with an average increase of .  per cent in the homicide rate 
in each country.
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APPENDIX
Appendix A: ercenta e of o lation a ed  or o er  ro ection

2022 2030 2050 2100

Sub-Saharan Africa 3 3.3 4.8 13.5

Northern Africa and Western Asia 5.6 7.1 12.7 22.9

Central and Southern Asia 6.5 8.2 13.6 26.7

Eastern and South-Eastern Asia 13.0 16.7 25.9 34.2

Latin America and the Caribbean 9.2 11.7 19.0 32.0

Oceania 12.9 15.0 18.5 26.6

Europe and Northern America 18.9 22.2 27.0 31.9

Global 9.8 11.8 16.5 24.0

Appendix B: Life expectancy at birth: projections

1990 2021 2050 2100

Sub-Saharan Africa 49.2 59.7 66.7 73.8

Northern Africa and Western Asia 64.3 72.1 78.3 84.2

Central and Southern Asia 58.9 67.7 77.1 84.2

Eastern and South-Eastern Asia 68.1 76.5 81.7 87.4

Latin America and the Caribbean 67.7 72.2 80.6 87.2

Oceania 73.2 79.4 82.1 87.2

Europe and Northern America 73.6 77.2 83.8 90.0

Global 64.0 71.1 77.3 82.1

Appendix C: ercenta e of o lation a ed  ro ection

2022 2030 2050 2100

Africa 26.96 27.75 26.73 20.96

Americas 22.59 21.36 20.00 14.87

Asia 22.78 22.12 17.96 15.67

Europe 16.22 16.47 14.48 14.60

Oceania 21.85 20.97 19.04 16.49

World 22.88 22.63 19.91 17.53
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Appendix D: era e ann al rate of c an e of r an o lation 

1990–1995 2020–2025 2045–2050

Sub-Saharan Africa 4.18 3.82 2.89

Northern Africa 2.94 2.05 1.76

Eastern Asia 3.23 1.47 -0.04

Southern Asia 2.99 2.33 1.55

Western Asia 2.72 1.90 1.21

Europe 0.34 0.3 0.17

Northern America 1.52 0.96 0.62

Latin America and the Caribbean 2.45 1.15 0.47

Oceania 1.25 1.30 1.07

Global 2.35 1.73 1.13

Appendix E: nn al are of o lation re idin  in r an area  

1990 2020 2050

Sub-Saharan Africa 27.5 41.4 58.1

Northern Africa 45.7 52.5 64.1

Eastern Asia 33.9 64.8 81.4

Southern Asia 26.5 36.6 53.8

Western Asia 61.1 72.3 81.4

Europe 69.9 74.9 83.7

Northern America 75.4 82.6 89.0

Latin America and the Caribbean 70.7 81.2 87.8

Oceania 70.3 68.2 72.1

Global 43 56.2 68.4
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Note: The multivariate estimate was used in the projections. Coefficients are exponentiated and correspond to the proportional change in the homicide rate for 
each one-unit increase in that respective independent variable. The asterisks denote statistical significance   p 0.01,  p 0.05,  p 0.1. Clustered standard 
errors by country are in parenthesis.

Appendix G: Pooled cross-sectional OLS regression estimates predicting the (ln) homicide rate

Variables
Mean temperature Hot days

Bivariate Multivariate Bivariate Multivariate

Mean temperature

Hot days

Controls

Gini index

 er ca ita 

Inflation (%)

nfant ortalit   irt

Per cent unemployed

Per cent youth

Per cent male

Per cent urban

Political score

Constant

Observations

R-squared

Appendix F: Estimated climate vulnerability by country

Map 1  Estimated climate vulnerablility by country, 2021

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Final boundary 
between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and 
Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. A dispute exists between the 
Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

Estimated climate vulnerability by country, 2021

Source: Notre Dame Global Adaptation Initiative Index. See datasets at https://www.gain.nd.edu
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Appendix H:  ro ected o icide rate a ed on foreca ted cli ate  re ion and lo all  
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Appendix K:  ea re  and e nition

Measure Source Definition

Homicide rate

(Ln) Homicide rate

Mean temperature

Hot days

Gini index

g  er ca ita 1

Inflation (%)

infant mortality 1  irths

Per cent unemployed

er cent yo th

Per cent male

Per cent urban rather than rural areas

Policy score Center for Systemic Peace Political regime authority spectrum
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Note: The multivariate estimate was used in the projections. Coefficients are exponentiated and correspond to the proportional change in the homicide rate for each 
one-unit increase in that respective independent variable. The asterisks denote statistical significance   p 0.01,  p 0.05,  p 0.1. Clustered standard errors by 
country are in parenthesis.

Appendix L: Pooled cross-sectional OLS regression estimates predicting the (ln) homicide rate

Variables Bivariate Multivariate

Gini index 1.066
0.0110

Controls

g  er ca ita 1

Inflation (%)

infant mortality 1  irths

Per cent unemployed

er cent yo th

Per cent male

Per cent urban

Policy score

Constant

Observations

R-squared
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Appendix M: ro ected o icide rate a ed on foreca ted ine alit   re ion and lo all  

Appendix N: ro ected o icide co nt  if t e o icide rate re ain  con tant at it   rate  and ro ected
 in  ine alit  

Appendix O: ro ected o icide rate if t e o icide rate re ain  con tant at it   rate  and ro ected
 in  ine alit  
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Homicide typologies explained

Global Study 
on Homicide

-

 International Classi-
fication of Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS) provides a 

2

-
3 which divides 

fi

-

UNDERSTANDING HOMICIDE

Chapter 4

as well as the trends in and levels of the selected types 

Data limitations related to homicide types
-

fi
fi
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fi

This creates selection bias and reduces the representative-
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FIG. 2 Global distribution of homicide by situational 
conte t   or late t ear a aila le

Note: Estimates based on data are from 108 countries that reported at least 
one data point on a homicide type. Missing values for homicide types are set to 
zero and the difference between reported total homicides and reported 
homicide types is assigned to the unknown homicide category. The shares of 
homicides by situational context (including unknown) refer to the proportion of 
a reported homicide type divided by the total number of reported homicides. 
This represents “lower bound” estimates of shares by type as all unknown 
homicides are assumed to not be of the type under consideration. To obtain a 
global estimate, firstly, regional shares are computed by using the simple 
average shares of countries with data for countries without data. The global 
shares are subsequently computed as the average national shares weighted by 
the number of estimated homicides in each country for the year 2021. The 
regional shares of organized crime/gang-related homicides and other 
crime-related homicides out of all crime-related homicides are based on the 
simple average of countries with data on both categories. The shares out of all 
homicides with a known typology refer to the proportion of a reported homicide 
type divided by the sum of all reported homicide types (excluding the unknown 
homicides). This corresponds to the “best estimate”. The total is not equal to 100 
per cent due to rounding.

-
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fi
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fi
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fi -

19%

12%

14%

10%
9%

36%

Shares out of all homicides

Intimate partner/family-related
Other interpersonal
Organized crime/gang-related
Other crime-related
Sociopolitical
Unknown

31%

18%22%

16%

14%

Shares out of all homicides with a known typology

Intimate partner/family-related
Other interpersonal
Organized crime/gang-related
Other crime-related
Socio-political



97GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023

-

Homicide types at the national level

fi

fi

fi

-

of the Global Study on Homicide
fi

-

-

FIG. 3 S are of o icide   t e and elected re ion   or late t ear a aila le

Note: Data are from 108 countries that reported at least one data point on a homicide type. Missing values for homicide types are set to zero and the difference 
between reported total homicides and reported homicide types is assigned to the unknown homicide category. The lower bound share refers to the proportion of a 
reported homicide type divided by the total reported homicides. The best estimate share refers to the proportion of a reported homicide type divided by the sum of 
all reported homicide types (excluding the unknown homicides). The upper bound share refers to the proportion of the sum of a reported homicide type plus the 
unknown homicides divided by the total reported homicides. Unknown homicides are “re-assigned” at the regional level rather than the country level. Regional shares 
are computed by using the simple average shares of countries with data for countries without data. The global share refers to the average national shares weighted 
by the number of estimated homicides in each country for the year 2021. The total is not equal to 100 per cent due to rounding.
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Nigeria: homicide estimates by homicide type using population surveys

Collaboration between UNODC and National Bureau of Statistics 
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a UNODC and NBS, Corruption in Nigeria: Patters and Trends. Second Survey on 
Corruption as Experienced by the Population (United Nations publication, 

b UNODC and NBS, Corruption in Nigeria – Bribery: Public Experience and 
Response

d

fi

-

-
e

f

o icide rate er  o lation  eo olitical 
one of Ni eria   and 

fi
-

fi

Global Terrorism Index Report

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80

2016 2019 2016 2019 2016 2019

Total Male Female

Ho
m

ic
id

e 
ra

te

Homicide rate per 100,000 population
0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

20
16

20
19

20
16

20
19

20
16

20
19

20
16

20
19

20
16

20
19

20
16

20
19

North
Central

North
East

North
West

South
East

South
South

South
West

Ho
m

ic
id

e 
ra

te

Homicide rate per 100,000 population



99GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023
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FIG. 4 S are of o icide   t e  elected co ntrie   or late t a aila le ear

Note: Countries and territories with fewer than 100 homicides in 2021 or latest available year, or with more than 85 per cent of all homicides recorded as having 
“unknown causes” have been removed.
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Statistical framework for measuring the gender-related killing of women and girls 
(also referred to as “femicide/feminicide”)

-

fi

-
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and operational capacity of national institutions to produce 

a
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the private and public spheres, or even when 

-

fi

fi

fi
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Previous record of 
harassment/violence

Illegal deprivation of 
her liberty

Hate crime Sexual violence was 
committed before 

Use of force and/or 
mutilation 

Victim was working in 
the sex industry

Body disposed of  in 
a public space 

Victim of forms of 
illegal exploitation

Data blocks for collecting and aggregating 
statistics on gender-related killings

Women and girls
killed by intimate partners

Women and girls
killed by family members

+ +

Women and girls killed by other known/unknown perpetrator where
 the homicide modus operandi meets at least one of these criteria

Operational criteria to capture the gender-related factors

Based on the evidence that killings by intimate 
partners or other family members are to a large 

extent based on gender-related factors.
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FIG. 6 Trends in homicide types in six countries in 
ro e wit  a aila le data  

Based on a simple average of homicide rates from six countries with complete 
time series data for the period 2015–2021 (Croatia, France, Iceland, Italy, 
Montenegro and Spain).
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FIG. 5 Trends in homicide types in six countries in the 
erica  wit  a aila le data  

Note: Based on a simple average of homicide rates in six countries with 
complete time series data for the period 2015–2021 (Bahamas, Canada, 
Grenada, Jamaica, El Salvador and Uruguay).
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Interpersonal homicide within the family

-

fi
-

-

-

fi

-

-

FIG. 7 Share of male and female homicide victims, overall and killed by intimate partners or other family members, 

Note: The share of male and female homicide victims killed by intimate partner or other family members could be higher as data on the victim-perpetrator 
relationship are not available in all cases.

81%
Male

19%
Female

Shares of male and female homicide victims killed by intimate partners or other family members
2021

Male and female shares of all homicide victims
2021

killed by
intimate partners or

other family members
11% 56%
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FIG. 8 Share of intimate partner/family-related 
homicides among all male and female homicides, 

 re ion 

Note: The share of male and female homicide victims killed by intimate partners 
or family members could be higher as data on the victim-perpetrator 
relationship are not available for all cases.

FIG. 9 Relationship between the rates of female 
intimate partner and family-related homicide in 

 co ntrie  late t a aila le ear 

Note: The rates of female intimate partner and family-related homicide are 
based on data from 35 countries, using the latest available year in the period 
2015–2021. The size of circle represents the total number of victims of intimate 
partner/family-related homicide in each country. The closer to the dotted 
diagonal line, the more similar the two rates.

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

1.4

0 0.5 1

Fe
m

al
e 

fa
m

ily
-r

el
at

ed
 h

om
ic

id
e 

ra
te

 p
er

10
0,

00
0 

fe
m

al
e 

po
pu

la
tio

n

Female intimate partner homicide rate per 100,000 female 
population

Africa Oceania
Northern America Eastern Europe
Southern Europe Western Europe
Northern Europe Asia
Latin America and the Caribbean Linear (Diagonal line)

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

1.4

0 0.5 1

Fe
m

al
e 

fa
m

ily
-r

el
at

ed
 h

om
ic

id
e 

ra
te

 p
er

10
0,

00
0 

fe
m

al
e 

po
pu

la
tio

n

Female intimate partner homicide rate per 100,000 female 
population

Africa Oceania
Northern America Eastern Europe
Southern Europe Western Europe
Northern Europe Asia
Latin America and the Caribbean Linear (Diagonal line)

-

Unpacking intimate partner and 
family-related homicide
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and Eastern Europe with available data, where the rate 
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Trends in female intimate 
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Killings due to accusations of sorcery or witchcraft and ritual attacksa

Belief in witchcraft or sorcery, understood here as the ability 

b

fi -

fi

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, France and the United 
c

d

fi
e In addition, there have been reported rapes, 

f

fi
h

Handbook of Labor, Human Resources and Population Economics (March 

d Statistical framework for measuring the gender-related killing of women and 
girls (also referred to as “femicide/feminicide”) (United Nations publication, 

f International Bar Association, Waiting to Disappear’  International and 
Regional Standards for the Protection and Promotion of the Human Rights of 
Persons with Albinism

i j and 
k

l

fi

fi

of sorcery accusation-related violence in four provinces of 

n

o

p The 

International Journal for Crime, Justice and Social Democracy, 

International Family Law

On Knowing Humanity Journal, 

, International Journal of 
Law Management and Humanities

The Witch Witchcraft, 
Violence, and Democracy in South Africa

Witches and Witch-hunts
Witchcraft, Intimacy, and Trust: Africa in Comparison

Wayward Puritans: a Study in 
the Sociology of Deviance, 

The National 
Research Institute Spotlight,

Witch Hunts: Culture, Patriarchy, and Structural 
Transformation

Annual Review of Law and Social Science, 

Development Policy Centre 
Discussion Paper,
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-

22 fi-

23 In 

-

data is provided in a separate research brief, published 
Global Study on Homicide 2023

Trends in male intimate 
partner/family-related homicide

-

relatively stable between 2010 and 2021 and at relatively 

fi

r In Africa in particular, 

s A study carried 

t

u

-
craft and sorcery have only recently started to receive 

v

w

Journal of International 
Women Studies,

Children Accused of Witchcraft: an Anthropological Study of 
Contemporary Practice in Africa

International Social Work

On Knowing Humanity DRC,

See 

Accusations of Witchcraft and Ritual Attacks: 
Towards Eliminating Harmful Practices and Other Human Rights Violations 
(

Cases of sorcery accusation-related murders 
reported in newspapers in Papua New Guinea 
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fi
11 -

fi

-

Interpersonal homicide outside the family

-

-

 Insecure land tenure 

to land disputes are not widely available, but in selected 

fi

In India, violent deaths caused by disputes over property 

fi

as infrastructure, forestry and land use, and can involve 
 Indeed, 

29

Fig. 10 Trends in the rate of male and female intimate 
partner/family-related homicide in Northern, 
So t ern and e tern ro e 

Note: The rate of homicide victims killed by intimate partners/family members 
could be higher as data on the victim-perpetrator relationship are not available 
for all homicide cases.

Fig. 11 Trends in the rate of male and female intimate 
partner/family-related homicide in Northern 

erica and a tern ro e 

Note: The rate of intimate partner/family-related homicide could be higher as 
data on the victim-perpetrator relationship is not available for all homicide 
victims.
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Fig. 13 Interpersonal murders by type in India, 

Note: The other interpersonal category includes murders related to honour 
killing, love affairs, illicit relationships, personal vendetta or enmity, dowry, 
witchcraft, psychopath or serial killers, lunacy, road rage and rape.

political factors has led to increased violence associated 
30 fi

fi

-

pastoralists over the scarcity of water and land resources 
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-

detail in the sections on interpersonal and sociopolitical 

Organized crime as a driver of homicide 
trends: a focus on Latin America and the 
Caribbean

-

-
fi

of lethal violence has also been attributed to other factors 
fi

 Across Latin 
-

 Coun-

39 Moreover, countries, states, 

 at 
-

 Second, the pro-

-
, fi

Fig. 15 o icide rate  er  o lation  and are of o icide  t e ercenta e  in atin erica and 
t e ari ean   or late t ear
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Subregional homicide trends

, despite 

fi

fi

fi
-

tuated between +12 per cent and -13 per cent between 

-

fi

crackdowns

 are credited by the 

fi

-

Fig. 16 Year-on-year percentage change in the number 
of o icide icti  in t e erica  
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TABLE 2 o icide le el in co ntrie  in entral erica   total and rate er  o lation

-

Table 1 o icide le el in t e ari ean   total and rate er  o lation

a See Haiti’s Criminal Markets: Mapping Trends in Firearms and Drug Trafficking

-

Country
2019 2020 2021 2022

Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate

Barbuda 3 9 10

119 

Barbados 32 

2 3 #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A

Cuba #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A

13 10 #N/A #N/A

Grenada #N/A #N/A

a #N/A #N/A 

1,333 

Puerto Rico 

Saint Kitts
and Nevis 12 10 #N/A #N/A

Saint Lucia 

Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines 19 33 32 

Trinidad and 
b 399 

Country
2019 2020 2021 2022

Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate

102 113

Costa Ricaa

El Salvador

3,292 #N/A #N/A

b 3,931

#N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A
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TABLE 3 o icide le el in co ntrie  in So t  erica   total and rate er  o lation

Country
2019 2020 2021 2022

Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate Homicide Homicide 
rate Homicide Homicide 

rate

Bolivia
(Plurinational 

a #N/A #N/A

Chile 1,322

13,223 

Ecuador 

Guyana 131 #N/A #N/A
b

Peru 1,903 #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A

30 

(Bolivarian #N/A #N/A

, 

said, the province of Santa Fe and the city of Rosario in 
-

, 

-

violence is attributed to intense clashes between rival 

fi

ole of rearms

fi
fi

fi

, 

-
 A study of a 

fi
fi
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Drug gangs and surging violence in Ecuador

-

a

b Indeed, the 

a Global Report on Cocaine 2023 – Local Dynamics, Global Challenges (United 

Insight Crime

fi

, such as the 
Jalisco New Generation Cartel,c d

El País

InSight Crime

ercenta e c an e in t e o icide rate in c ador   ro ince  

fi

Note: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Number of homicides and homicide rate per
 o lation  c ador  
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fi
fi

fi -

, 

, 

fi

the Caribbean, -

fi
-

fi
fi

Role of men
-

-

 In the 

-

Factors shaping criminal homicides in 
Latin America and the Caribbean

The present study notes several recurrent patterns with 

›
fi

fi

›

fi

›

›

›
-

Fig. 17 Change in the homicide rate and change in the 
are of o icide  er etrated wit  rear  
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–

-

-

fi

Role of criminal groups

-

fi -

Capital

followed in both public and private prisons across the 

Criminal pacts – “pax mafiosa”

a

b

c

-

-

a Global Study on Homicide 2019 

b World Drug Report 2023, Booklet 3,

Trends in Organized Crime

d Global Study on Homicide 2019 

Central European Journal of International and Security Studies

fi
d

fi

fi e

f The leadership of the 

-

 have reportedly 

h

Camera Del 
Deputati Senato Della

Senato Della Repubblica

InSight 
Crime

Journal of 
uantitative Criminology

à ao 
O Globo

Economia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primeiro_Comando_da_Capital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primeiro_Comando_da_Capital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primeiro_Comando_da_Capital
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More organized crime, less homicide? A look at municipality-level data in Mexico

There is no linear association between violence and the pres-

a, b

c, 

d, e survey dataf

1.
h

2.

Trends in Organized Crime

Trends in Organized Crime

rime, Law and Social Change

Social Indicators Research

Trends in Organized Crime

3.

4. -

5.

j

-

-

-

Variable (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)

Organized crime indicators

Homicide, law and order

i

orrelation atri  of aria le  of intere t  e ico  

Note: The Pearson Correlation Coefficient measures the linear association between the two variables and ranges between a minimum of -1 (a total negative 
linear relationship) to a maximum of 1 (a total positive linear relationship  in violet). The value of 0 indicates no linear relationship. The table displays a 
correlation matrix between each of these organized crime indicators and measures of homicide, law and order at the municipality level in Mexico. 
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k

-

presence, but once their operations have been consolidated 

o icide rate ln   t e ro ortion of re ondent  
who had heard about or seen violent groups or gang-
teri  near t eir o e  e ico  

Note: The above figure is a scatterplot comparing the homicide rate with the 
proportion of respondents who had heard about or seen gangs near their 
home. Each dot in the figure corresponds to one of the 5 cities in Mexico 
and 1  areas in Mexico City included in the sample. The homicide rates were 
also log-transformed, which is a common research technique to reduce the 
influence of extreme homicide rates on order to make results more 
representative of all municipalities. The untransformed homicide rate 
corresponding to each logged value is listed in the secondary y-axis. In 
addition, a dashed fit-line was included in the figure, which reflects the 
average association between the two variables, as estimated using a simple 
ordinary least squares (OLS) regression model (see annex 1 of the present 
chapter for the numeric estimates).

o icide rate ln   t e ro ortion of re ondent  
w o ad een icti  of e tortion  e ico  

S

Burglary and robbery victimization by the proportion 
of respondents who had heard about or seen violent 
groups or gangsterism around their homes, Mexico, 
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fi -

fi

-

Role of drugs

, -
, 99

 is asso-

-

fi

-

Burglary and robbery victimization by the 
proportion of respondents who had been victims of 
e tortion  e ico  
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States of emergency

a low level of trust in the police,

fi

Penal Code, which is punished with a prison sentence, 

-

fi

of  The country has introduced 10 separate 

Naí

Organized crime-related homicide
in Europe

fi

perceptions of insecurity -

fi

fi fi

fi

fi fi

The perceived increase in lethal violence connected 

fi

, 

https://www.barrons.com/news/ecuador-declares-emergency-rule-in-major-port-to-combat-crime-f6e336ae
https://www.senado.cl/noticias/seguridad-publica/ley-nain-retamal-ya-una-realidad
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-

fi -

-

-

fi

-

-

 Moreover, the 
fi

Organized-crime related violence in 
Swedena

fi The 

fi

fi
b

N er of rear -related o icide  in Sweden  

fi

fi

-

fi

Gun Homicide in 
Sweden and other European Countries
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Unpacking organized crime group-related homicides: evidence from incident-level 
data in South Africa

-

For these reasons, and in the absence at the country level 
fi

fi

-
ince has provided UNODC with an incident-level dataset on 

a

fi
fi

-

-
fi

fi
not necessarily apply to other South African provinces, or 

fi

fi -
b

Results
fi -

fi

fi

c

fi

fi

fi-

d

households were forcibly relocated to areas like the Cape Flats, which 

Scriptura: Journal for Contextual 
Hermeneutics in Southern Africa, vol. 95.
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Organized crime-related violence in
South Africa and the Sahel: two case 
studies in Africa
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The nexus between organized crime, conflict and violence in the Sahel 
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defenders are searched for on national and international 

 There 

and civil society, in places without a free press and/or an 

-
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Factors in cross-country variations in 
homicides of environmental defenders
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Convergence of crime in the Amazon Basin: illegal mining, deforestation and 
attacks against environmental defendersa
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World Drug 
Report 2023
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World Drug 
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IWGIA

Illegal mining, unregistered airstrips, attacks against 
environmental defenders and deforestation in Brazil
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Coca cultivation, violence and deforestation in the 
eastern part of the Colombian Amazon

-

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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TABLE 4 illin  of land and en iron ental defender   re ion and ear 

to be concentrated where resources are abundant and 

International response to killings of 
environmental defenders

-

 developed an inter-

The UNEP policy was followed, in 2019, by the United 

-

-

fi

Killings of journalists

-

fi

fi
This decline was the result of several factors, such as laws 

-

As part of Sustainable 

enforced disappearance, arbitrary detention, and torture 

Region 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 TOTAL %

Africa 0 2 13 19 10

121 119

Asia 22 10 33

Europe 1 1 0 1 2 3 2 0 0

Oceania 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

TOTAL 139 91 201 212 200

f and 

-

fi

h

France 2 , 
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fi
2021, the death toll of journalists was the lowest since 

-
ations such as war or civil unrest, but in recent years the 
share of journalists killed in countries other than those 

fi

-
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-

journalists killed in the period 2020–2022 who worked 

covered by journalists when they were killed and the pos-

Fig. 18 N er of o rnali t  illed  Fig. 19 Number of journalists killed, by region, 
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fi

Killings of humanitarian aid workers

fi

-
ers perpetrated worldwide in 2021/22 occurred in South 

fi
fi -

-

data for 2023 are not yet available, between the start of 

 and 

Killings by terrorist groups

fi  It is 
-

-
fi , 

Fig. 21 Percentage of journalists killed, according to the 
topics being covered at the time of their killing, 

 and 

Note: In some cases, journalists are working on multiple topics 
at the time of their death.
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Violent deaths and intentional homicide in Mali
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fi -
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ntentional o icide   re ion  ali  an ar   to 
cto er 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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Mechanisms of homicide  

-
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For analytical purposes, the data are adjusted 
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Global and regional overview
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MAP 2 otal n er of fatalitie  fro  terrori t incident  a  de ned in t e lo al errori  ata a e   co ntr  

Note: GTD defines a terrorist attack as the threatened or actual use of illegal force and violence by a non-state actor to attain a political, economic, religious, or social 
goal through fear, coercion, or intimidation. Practically, this means that in order to consider an incident for inclusion in GTD, all three of the following criteria must 
be fulfilled: the incident must be intentional – the result of a conscious calculation on the part of a perpetrator  the incident must entail some level of violence or 
immediate threat of violence, including property violence, as well as violence against people  the perpetrators of the incidents must be subnational actors. The 
database does not include acts of State terrorism. The definition of a terrorist attack used by GTD does not coincide with the United Nations definition. The map 
represents an illustrative example of available data, giving an overview of all intentional killings resulting from terrorist incidents between 2010 and 2021.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Final boundary 
between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and 
Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. A dispute exists between the 
Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

Total number of fatalities from terrorist incidents by country as de�ned in the Global Terrorism Database, 2010-2020

20,000 – 61,928 

5,000 – 20,000

100 – 5,000

1 – 100

0

No data

Total number of fatalities



131GLOBAL STUDY ON HOMICIDE 2023
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fi

fi

fi
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FIG. 23 Global shares of homicides by type of mechanism, 
including unassigned/unknown mechanism, and 

 t e of nown ec ani  

Note: The shares without an unassigned/unknown mechanism are based on the 
assumption that the distribution of homicides with an assigned mechanism is 
representative of the ones with unassigned/unknown mechanism. 

FIG. 24 Regional shares of homicides by type of known 
ec ani  

Note: The lower bound share refers to the proportion of homicide victims killed 
with a specific mechanism over the total number of homicide victims. The best 
estimate share refers to the proportion of victims killed with a specific mechanism 
over the sum of all victims for which a mechanism was reported (excluding the 
unassigned/unknown homicides). The upper bound share refers to the proportion 
of the sum of victims by a specific mechanism plus the victims of unassigned/
unknown mechanism over the total number of homicide victims. 

FIG. 25 Distribution of homicides by type of mechanism, 
worldwide and in selected regions and selected 
years
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MAP 4 Most prevalent mechanism used in the 
er etration of o icide in ro e   or 

latest available year

Note: The following countries do not have information on the mechanism for 
more than 50 per cent of homicides: Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Lithuania, Republic of Moldova, Serbia and Slovakia.
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do 
not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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fi
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fi
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MAP 3 Most prevalent mechanism used in the 
er etration of o icide in t e erica   

or latest available year

Note: The following countries do not have information on the mechanism for 
more than 50 per cent of homicides: Plurinational State of Bolivia, Guatemala 
and Nicaragua.
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do 
not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. A dispute 
exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands 
(Malvinas).
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FIG. 27 Distribution of homicides by type of mechanism 
in selected countries in Africa and Oceania, 

Note: The shares are based on aggregates of the latest two years available 
between 2018 and 2021.

FIG. 26 Share of homicides perpetrated with a sharp object or other mechanism in selected countries in Europe, 

Note: The calculation adjusts for homicides where the mechanism of killing is “unknown”. The shares are calculated using weighted averages of data from the latest 
three years available between 201  and 2021.
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the studies does not allow wider conclusions to be drawn 
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Subregional trends in homicide 
mechanisms in the Americas and Europe
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in the Americas
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Fig. 30 Homicide rate by mechanism of killing in the Caribbean, Central America and South America, selected years
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fi 31 provide further proof 
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Fig. 31 Number of homicide victims and homicides by mechanism of killing in selected countries in the Americas, 
 to late t a aila le ear
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 This also indicates that other factors 
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The context of firearms homicide in Europe: results from Project TARGETa

Project TARGET,b

fi -

c

fi

-

fi

fi

Pulling the Trigger: Gun Violence in Europe
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terrorists often operate as lone actors and are usually not 
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APPENDIX

Appendix II. ntentional o icide   re ion and cercle  ali
an ar   to cto er  related to iolent deat  

and intentional o icide in ali  

Region Cercle Homicides

Gao Gao
11
1

Kayes Kayes 3

Kidal Kidal 1

Ménaka Ménaka

Mopti Koro

Bankass

Djenné
Mopti

20

Niono
San

Baraouéli
Macina

13
3
1

Appendix I. inear S re re ion e ti ate  nderl in  t e re  in ore or ani ed cri e  le  o icide  
A look at municipality-level data in Mexico”

Variables
Homicide rate (Ln) 3rd figure 4th figure 

1st g re 2nd g re Burglary Robbery Burglary Robbery

Constant 

Observations

Note:  p 0.01,  p 0.05,  p 0.1.
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Introduction
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are arrested, prosecuted, convicted and detained for 

chapter provides an overview of the latest trends in the 
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individuals arrested, prosecuted and eventually convicted 
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SYSTEM RESPONSE
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and the conviction of the perpetrator than countries in 

-

1  

-
fi

2

Suspects brought into formal 
contact with the police for 
intentional homicide
Type of homicide

fi

fi 3 An 

-
fi

fi

Region

fi

 In 

fi

-

of the convictions reported by countries include people 

Fig. 1 Rates of homicide, suspects brought into formal 
contact with the police and people convicted 
of o icide er  o lation  elected 
re ion   or late t ear a aila le

Note: Average of countries with data weighted by population. Global figure 
is an aggregate of all countries with data, including three countries in Africa 
and two in Oceania.
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9

fi

10

fi

Sex of suspects

-

fi

-

-

countries with data in Asia, Oceania and Eastern Europe, an 

fi

Fig. 2 Average rates of homicide and suspects brought 
into for al contact wit  t e olice er  

o lation in elected  co ntrie  

Note: Based on complete time series data from 51 countries for the period 
2018–2021, including 2  in Europe, 15 in the Americas,  in Asia, 1 in Africa and 
1 in Oceania. Simple averages of countries with data. The rates are slightly 
different from the previous graph as the sample and weighting of countries 
is different.

Fig. 3 Share of male and female suspects brought into 
formal contact with the police for intentional 

o icide in  co ntrie  

Note: Based on complete time series data from 50 countries for the period 2018-2021, 
including 2  in Europe, 1  in the Americas,  in Asia, 1 in Africa and 1 in Oceania.
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Age of suspects

-

fi

-

11

Fig. 4 Share of female suspects brought into formal contact with the police for intentional homicide 
in elected re ion  

Note: Based on data from 59 countries for the years 2020–2021. Regional average refers to the average of countries with data weighted by the number of suspects.
 All references to Kosovo in the present study should be understood to be in compliance with Security Council resolution 12 .
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-

-
fi

12 Indeed, in 

per cent of suspects 

13  

Homicide prosecutions

fi -
pect, a case is forwarded to the public prosecutor, who 

91 countries with data on suspects prosecuted in 2021 
-

-

fi

fi

Fig. 6 Shares of suspects brought into formal contact 
with the criminal justice system for intentional 
homicide in the Americas and Europe, by age, 

 or late t ear ince 

Note: Average of countries with data weighted by the number of suspects.
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Fig. 7 Rates of homicide and suspects prosecuted for 
intentional o icide er  o lation in 
elected re ion   or late t ear a aila le

Note: Average of countries with data weighted by population. The global figure 
includes five countries from Africa and two from Oceania. The difference from 
figure 1 in the rate of victims per 100,000 population is due to the sample of 
countries included in this figure.
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Homicide convictions  

fi

fi
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fi
fi
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19
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-

Fig. 8 Average change in the number of prosecutions in 
 elected co ntrie  

Note: Based on data from 33 countries for the period 2018-2021. Africa 
(1 country), Americas (  countries), Asia (5 countries), Europe (22 countries), 
Oceania (1 country). Simple average of countries with data.
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Note: Based on 3  countries with data for the period 201 –2021. Americas 
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Prisoners held for 
intentional homicide

in 2021,21

fi
-

fi

fi

-

-

in countries in Eastern Europe, particularly in the case of 

-

opposed to 10 per cent or under in countries in the other 

Fig. 11 ate of ri oner  detained er  o lation  rate of ri oner  detained for o icide er  o lation 
and percentage of prisoners convicted of homicide, as a percentage of total prisoners, in selected regions, 

 or late t ear a aila le

Note: Regional and global figures are averages of countries with data weighted by population. Number of countries in brackets.
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-

Criminal justice personnel  

-

personnel per 100,000 population in countries in the 

fi
By contrast, in countries in Northern Europe with fewer 
police personnel per 100,000 population than in countries 

fi

22

-

Fig. 12 ate  of olice er onnel and o icide er  o lation in elected re ion  
 or late t a aila le ear

Note: Regional and global figures are averages of countries with data weighted by population. Number of countries in brackets.
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fi -

fi
fi

fi

depends on countries23

fi

-

fi

fi

Fig. 13 Average share of women in the criminal justice 
te  in elected re ion   or late t ear 

ince 

Note: Regional and global shares are based on unweighted average shares in 
countries with data. The global female shares of police and judges or 
magistrates include one country from Oceania. Number of countries in 
brackets. 

Fig. 14 Rates of prosecution personnel and homicide 
er  o lation in elected re ion  

 or late t ear ince 

Note: Regional and global figures are aggregates of countries with data. 
Global figure includes 5 countries in Africa and 11 in Asia. Homicide rates are 
different from other figures due to the different sample of countries.
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